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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Wednesday, 
the 17th July, 1946, at 11 a.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Nurtjl Amin) in the Chair, 
8 Hon’ble Ministers and 225 members. 

Oaths. 

The following members took the oath of allegiance to the Crown: — 

(1) Mr. R. 0. Davidson, 

(2) Mr. I. F. Morris, o.b.e., 

(3) Mr. K. R. Reynolds. 


Obituary. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ladies and Gentlemen, before I proceed with the 
business of the House it is my melancholy duty to refer to the deaths of 
some of the eminent personalities of this country. 

Sir Nripendra Nath Sircar who died on the 12th August, 1945, was 
a brialliant lawyer of wide reputation. He was the Law Member of the 
Executive Council of the Governor-General of India and was the Vice- 
President of the Viceroy’s Executive Council. He was the Leader of the 
Central Legislative Assembly. His death has taken away one of the 
brightest luminaries from the legal profession in India. 

Dr. Sir TJ. N. Brahmachari passed away on the 6th February, 1946. 
He was a Fellow of the Royal Society of Medicine and the Royal Society 
of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene of London. He was a former President 
of the Indian Science Congress and was associated with many Indian 
Scientific Societies. His specific cure for Kala-azar will remain an ever- 
lasting monument to his lifelong devotion to medical research. His death 
takes away an outstanding figure from the medical world. 

Mr. Bhulabhai Desai breathed his last on the 6th of May, 1946. 
Mr. Desai was a great lawyer, an orator and a first-rate parliamentarian. 
He was the Leader of the Congress Party in the Central Legislative Assembly 
for nine years during the most trying times. He was an authority on 
Constitutional Law. By his death India has lost one of the most lovable 
statesmen of this country. 

The death of the Right Hon’ble Srinibas Sastri occurred on the 17th 
April, 1946. As President of the Servants of India Society, he was an 
active worker for the Society’s ideal. A member of the Imperial Legis- 
lative Council, he was closely associated with Mr. Montagu during the 
latter’s tour in India in 1918. He represented India at the Imperial Con- 
ference in 1921 and at the League of Nations. He was appointed Privy 
Councillor and received the Freedom of the City of London in 1921. As a 
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representative of the Government of India he undertook a tour in Dominions 
in 1922. He was the High Commissioner for India in South Africa from 
1927 to 1929. India has lost a superb orator and a political personality 
who was held in high esteem everywhere in India and abroad. 

The death of Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin , c.i.e., took place on the 
ISth June, 1946. His father, the Tafe^-N awatrAffidul Jabbar, Khan Bahadur, 
c.i.e. , Minister of Bhopal State, is well known throughout the province. 
Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin was the worthy son of a worthy father. He - 
entered Government service as a Sub-Deputy Collector and rose up to the 
office of a Divisional Commissioner by sheer dint of merit. -He was the 
first Indian Director of Land Records and the first Indian Chairman of 
the Calcutta Improvement Trust. He was also the first Commissioner of 
Wakfs, Bengal. After his retirement he joined politics and was returned 
to the Bengal Legislative Council which office he held till his death. He 
took keen interest in the economic and industrial development of the country. 
He possessed a strong sense of justice, courage of conviction, jovial and 
polite temperament and, above all, a great personality. He was loved and 
respected by members of all castes and creeds. His death has created a 
void which it will take a long time to fill up. Our only consolation is that 
he died full of years and full of honours and a grateful country mourns his 
loss. 

The death of Mr. Puspajit Barma took place on the 11th August, 1945. 
He was a member of the last Bengal Legislative Assembly representing the 
Rangpur (General Scheduled Castes) Constituency. His death was pre- 
mature. He commanded love and admiration from all who knew him 
personally. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi Alfazuddin Ahmed, a member of the last Bengal 
Legislative Assembly from the Midnapore (Muhammadan) Constituency, 
died of heart failure on the 13th Octobej*, 1945. He was elected to the 
Assembly in 1937. He was a retired Assistant Director of Public Instruc- 
tion, Bengal, and a member of the Senate of the Calcutta University and 
its different Boards of Studies till his death. He was a member of the 
Midnapore District Board and was closely associated with more than a dozen 
educational institutions. The poor people of the district of Midnapore, 
irrespective of caste and creed, have lost a benefactor in the death of the 
Khan Bahadur. 

The death of Mr. J. N. Basu occurred on the 24th January, 1946, at 
the age of 74. He was a member of the Bengal Legislature for the last 
twenty years. Former President of the National Liberal Federation, 
Mr. Basu was a delegate to the Round Table Conference. He was a leading 
solicitor of the Calcutta High Court and a former President of the Incor- 
porated Law Society, Calcutta. He took great interest in social welfare and 
uplift of the masses. He was a thorough gentleman in the truest sense of 
the term and was held in high esteem and reverence by all. 

Mr. David Hendry, m.c., a member of the last Bengal Legislative 
Assembly, died in Scotland in the month of January, 1946. His sudden 
death came as a great shock to his many friends in Calcutta. He was a 
member of this Assembly once in 1937-38 and then in 1939-44. He was 
elected the Leader of the European Party in November, 1941, which office 
he held until illness forced him to leave India in 1944. It was no mean 
achievement that he succeeded in earning the respect and liking of all 
sections of the Legislature. He helped to enhance the dignity of the House 
by placing his debates on a higher plane. 

The death of Sir Renwick Haddow took place on the 18th February, 
1946. A leading figure in the commercial world, Sir Renwick was the 
President of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce and of the Associated 
Chambers of Commerce. He was the President of the Bombay Chamber of 
Commerce in 1930-31. He was a member of the Bombay Legislative Council 
from 1929 to 1931, a member of the Bengal Legislative Assembly in 1940-41 



QUESTIONS. 


1946 .] 

and a member of the Council of State from 1941 to 1943. He was actively 
associated with many social and charitable institutions in Calcutta and had 
many friends. both Indian and European to mourn his death. 

Ladies and gentlemen, our sympathy goes down to their relatives and 
I am sure it is the desire of the House to convey our message of condolence 
to the members of the bereaved families. 

I now request you, ladies and gentlemen, to signify your assent by 
rising in your seats. 

(Members rose in their seats.) 

Thank you, ladies and gentlemen. Secretary will do the needful. 

Panel of Chairmen. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In accordance with the provisions of rule 6 of the 
Bengal Legislative Assembly Procedure Rules, I nominate the following 
members of the Assembly to form a panel of four Chairmen for the ensuing 
session : — 

(1) Mr. Kiran Sankar Roy, 

(2) Mr. D. Gladding, c.i.e., 

(3) Husan Ara Begum, 

(4) Mr. Fazlur Rahman (Dacca University). 

Unless otherwise arranged, the senior member among them present in 
the above order will preside over the deliberations of this Assembly in my 
absence and in the absence of the Deputy Speaker. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Cloth Rationing Scheme. 

* # 1« Mr. N. T. STOKES: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 

Civil Supplies Department aware that the system of linking the consumer 
to a particular cloth ration shop is causing inconvenience to the publio 
owing to the fact that the varieties and qualities of cloth in the different 
cloth ration shops differ considerably? 

( b ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether he is considering 
the desirability of introducing a cloth coupon system under which the 
consumer will be able to purchase his cloth ration from any cloth ration shop 
as is the case in other cloth rationing schemes? 

(c) If not, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what arrange- 
ments have been made so that a consumer can change his cloth ration shop 
if he is unable to obtain the varieties of cloth he requires? 

MINI8TER IN CHARGE OF THE CIVIL SUPPLIES DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Abdul Cofran): (a) Consumers as such 
have not been individually linked to particular cloth ration shops. What has 
been done- is that one or more food ration shops have been linked to specified 
cloth ration shops with the result that consumers attached to the former 
have to obtain supplies of ration cloth from these particular cloth shops. 
This system had to be introduced because cloth rationing had to be done in 
a great hurry. It is not quite popular as the consumers do not get the 
freedom of choice. The big shops are now taking more care to indent for 
the cloths their customers require. 
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(b) The matter is being examined in the Directorate of Rationing with 
a view to explore the possibilities of abolishing the linking system and giving 
the consumers freedom to register at cloth shops of their choice. It is how- 
ever felt that this change cannot be made at the present moment and should be 
instituted, if at all, after the first series of cloth rationing folders is exhausted. 
This means that the existing system should continue till 30th September, 
1946. The institution of a change of the kind contemplated will mean 
partial suspension of cloth rationing for a specified period during which fresh 
registration will be necessary. 

(c) The question does not arise. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us if this applies to the city of Calcutta or to other areas 
where cloth rationing has been introduced? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: This applies to the 
city of Calcutta. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if it 
is to be assumed from his answer (b) that a definite decision has been taken 
to abolish the linking system at the end of September? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: No such decision has 
as yet been arrived at. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if big shops include both European and Indian shops ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: Yes. 

Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA RAY: With reference to answer (a) will the 
Hon’ble Minister kindly say why the rationing system is not popular? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: Because it is not 
convenient. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD RAFIQUE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if 25 per cent, of the Muslims in Calcutta could not use their cloth 
coupons for want of supply of long cloth and mulls to the ration shops to 
which they were linked? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: I cannot say whether 
the number is 25 per cent, but certainly there is a large number of people 
who cannot use their cloth folders because of certain difficulties and I will 
certainly look into this matter thoroughly. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
the European establishments were provided with good cloth such as paplin 
and other things while Indian establishments are not in a position to supply 
such cloths? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: I want notice. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: With reference to answer 
(b) that the matter is being examined in the Directorate of Rationing, will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what public bodies, if any, are being 
consulted in respect of the abolition of the linking system and the institution 
of some other system in its place? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: I want notice. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether he contemplates inviting the opinions of the 
various public bodies and consumers’ representatives to consider what new 
system should take the place of the linking system at present in vogue? 
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fhe Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL COFRANi I stall consider it. 

Mr. A. F. 8TARK: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that when the cloth 
rationing system was instituted, assurances were given that the linking 
system would be of temporary duration ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: I require notice. 

Mr. J. C. GUPTA: With reference to answer (b) that the institution 
of a change of the kind contemplated will mean partial suspension of cloth 
rationing for a specified period, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state why should partial suspension be necessary? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: Because we shall have 
to introduce new ration folders. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to tell us why the proposed system should not be introduced in the mofussil 
areas of Bengal as against Calcutta where people get some cloth at least? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: I think that question 
does not arise at present. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: That question arises because in your 
answer you have said that the proposed system is not going to be introduced 
in the mofussil areas 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will you kindly frame your question in a proper way 
and not in an argumentative manner? 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: No, Sir. I am not framing my 
question in an argumentative way. 

Sir, in view of the answer the Hon’ble Minister lias given, namely, that 
the system is not applicable to mofussil areas in Bengal, may I ask him 
this question as to why it is not being introduced in the mofussil areas? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: I have nothing to add. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: With reference to the last ^entence of answer (b) 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if it is not possible to continue 
the existing system of cloth ration folders while registration for the new 
system is taking place? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: The old system will 
certainly continue till the new ration folders are introduced. 

Dr. A. M. MALIK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if 
arrangements are in progress from now, why there will be partial suspension 
of cloth rationing during the interim period? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: I have already answer- 
ed that question. 

Dr. A. M. MALIK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether this partial suspension will not put the public into much inconve- 
nience for the specified period ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a matter of opinion. 

Dr, A. M. MALIK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the 
nature of this specified period — whether it is two or three months or two or 
three weeks P 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: That requires 
examination. 
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Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: With reference to the answei 

that ‘‘this means that the existing system should continue till 30th 
September, 1946* ’ will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if it means 
that after that period the whole question of the necessity as well as the 
system of rationing will be reviewed and reconsidered? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAH: Yes. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Does the Hon’ble Minister 
contemplate also the possibility of abolition of the rationing system with 
reference to the stocks of cloth available in the country? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: I do not think it will 
be possible. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if he has got precise information relating to the stocks 
of cloth now held by Government in this country? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: I want notice. 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether any preference is shown to the Consumers Co-operative 
Societies as far as the rationing of cloth is concerned as against other ration 
shops owned by private individuals? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: Will you please repeat 
your question? 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: I want to know whether any preference 
is shown to the Consumers Co-operative Societies which are run by 
Government ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: With respect to what? 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: With respect to the rationing of cloth. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: No. 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: Does the Hon’ble Minister consider the 
desirability of giving preference to the Consumers Co-operative Societies? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: I want notice. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD RAFIQUE: With reference to the replies to ques- 
tion (6) will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to inform us if the abolition 
of the Bengal Textile Association is also being considered by his Department? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: I would like to have 
notice. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: With reference to his answer 
to Mr. Banerjee’s question that no preference is given to the Consumers 
Co-operative Societies run under official patronage, is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that definite coercive measures have been used by certain consumers 
societies like the Multi-purpose Society of Kishoreganj in the matter of cloth 
rationing in order to extort share money from the consumers? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: I shall enquire into the 
matter. v 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Has the Hon’ble Minister 
made enquiries into the question and complaints regarding the unsatisfactory 
condition of rationing as found in practice in different ration shops includ- 
ing co-operative societies under Government patronage? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: I have received no 
complaint. 
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Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Has the Hobble Minister 
not received any representations from the consumers in different districts, 
particularly in the Kishoreganj subdivision of Mymensingh, with regard to 
the extremely unsatisfactory condition of the system of rationing as practised 
by the Multi-purpose Co-operative Society? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: No. 

Mr. HIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
iware th&t in the Kishoreganj subdivision rationing of cloth is done very 
largely and primarily through the Multi-purpose Co-operative Society, for 
instance ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The Hon’ble Minister has replied to this question 
leveral times. 

Mr. MANORANJAN DHAR: There has been certain distortion of facts 
by the Hon’ble Minister. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Sir, may I get an answer to 
my question? My question is whether the Hon’ble Minister is aware that 
in the Kishoreganj subdivision, for instance, the rationing of cloth is done 
through the Multi-purpose Co-operative Society. 

Khan Sahib MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: On a point of order, Sir. This 

?uestion refers to the rationing system introduced in the city of Calcutta. 

want to know from the Hon’ble Speaker whether any question regarding 
co-operative societies in Kishoreganj or anywhere in Bengal can be raised 
within the scope of this question as it has been framed. If my honourable 
friend is so anxious he can bring in allegations or other things by separate 
questions. If he likes he can move an adjournment motion to discuss what 
is going on there. If he is not satisfied he can put a separate question not 
only himself but other people can also do that. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, that is not the way in which 
a point of order can be raised. He is making a speech. 

Mr. J. C. GUPTA" Sir, what is his point of order? 

Khan Sahib MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Sir, I am making my submission. 
I have not yet finished. My submission is that questions regarding 
co-operative societies in Kishoreganj are not allowable within the frame- 
work of this question. 

Mr. MANORANJAN DHAR: Sir, one submission I have got to make. 
On the face of the question there is nothing about Calcutta. It is of a 
general character, because there is no mention in the question that it relates 
only to Calcutta. 

(Mr. Niharendu Dutt-Mazumdar rose to speak.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Are you speaking on the point of order raised? 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Yes. May I invite your 
attention to this? My friend Mr. Sibnath Banerjee was allowed to put a 
fiuestion whether preference was shown to co-operative societies run under 
government patronage in respect of rationing of cloth and the Hon’ble 
Minister said “No”. Arising out of the Hon’ble Minister’s answer given 
and the question put by Mr. Sibnath Banerjee, I am entitled to put my 
supplementary question illustrating whether the Hon’ble Minister is aware 
that in the subdivision of Kishoreganj a multi-purpose co-operative society 
in fact gets Government patronage regarding the rationing of cloth. 1 
believe the honourable member who has raised this point of order is himself 
aware of this thing, because he is an important member of that multi- 
purpose co-operative society — he is one of the directors. So I submit that 

m.. j.: — : _ i • 1 1 i • i i . p i. . a r i *j 
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Mr. il. G. GUPTA: In this question where is the mention of Calcutta I 
Mr, Stokes has asked three questions (a), ( b ) and (c) and I do not fine 
anywhere the name of Calcutta being mentioned. 

Khan Sahib MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: A Barrister of Mr. Gupta’* 

eminence is expected to find it by implication. Everything refers to Calcutta 

Mr. SPEAKER: This is a very simple question. In connection witl 
the reply to a question the Hon’ble Minister made certain references to cloth 
rationing in areas besides Calcutta. So I think the point of order raised 
by Khan Sahib Muhammad Israil does not apply in this case. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased tc 
state whether giving effect to suggestion ( c ) in the question would involve 
a partial break-down of the rationing system? 

Mr. 8PEAkER: That is a matter of opinion. 

Increase of sugar ration per capita per week. 

•2. Mr. F. F. M. FERGUSON: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state — 

(1) whether he is aware that the minimum sugar ration considered 

necessary by nutritional experts is 10 ounces per head per week; 

(2) the reasons for the fact that the scale of sugar ration in Bengal is 

lower than in force in other parts of India; 

(3) what action has been taken by Government — 

(a) to secure an increase in the quota of sugar imports into Bengal, 

and 

(b) to increase sugar production in Bengal; and 

(4) whether Government have considered the desirability of increasing 

the sugar ration to at least 10 ounces per head per week? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL COFRAN; (1) Yes. 

(2) The entire production of sugai in India is under the control of the 
Government of India who allocate available supplies amongst the various 
Fiovinces. The present reduced Provincial quota does not permit of the issue 
of supplies of sugar on a scale higher than that now in force; a copy of a 
statement explaining the present position given to the Press in April last is 
laid on the table for information. 

(3) (a) The strongest representations have been made to the Government 
of India for the restoration of the original quota or for the reduction of the 

- cut made from 13 per cent, to 5 per cent. 

(b) The Government are aware that it is viially important that sugar 
production should be increased in Bengal. To this end they have brought 
into force the Bengal Gur, Sugar and Sugar Products (Manufacture and 
Movements) Contiol Order, 1945, and have taken the following further 
measures designed to increase production : — 

(0 The zoning of sugar factory areas with the object of increasing the 

supply of sugarcane to factories. This measure involves — 

( 0 ) a prohibition on the production of pur within the zone till ihe 
middle of December designed to conserve immature sugarcane; 
and 

(b) a prohibition on the export of sugarcane and gur from the zone 
throughout the year. 
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(it) The fixation of statutory minimum prices for sugarcane delivered to 
Sugar Factories. The minimum prices are 3 annas per maund 
higher than the price paid by sugar factories in the United 
Provinces and Bihar. 

(tit) The giving of assistance to sugar factories by w ay of the allotment 
of motor vehicles, and special supplies of fuel for tractors used 
in sugarcane plantation. _ . 

(iv) The distribution of sugarcane cuttings and manures to growers in 
sugar factory areas. 

(t;) The organisation of sugarcane research and seed multiplication 
centres by the Agriculture Department. 

(vi) The development of the road system in sugar factory areas. 

(4) The Government are aware that the present sugar ration both urban 
and rural is inadequate and they would be only too ready to increase the ration 
to the level proposed by the honourable member if and when assurances are 
forthcoming from the Government of India that an allocation adequate for 
this purpose would be made. 

Statement referred to in reply to clause (2) of starred question No. 2, 

Handout issued at Press Conference on Atril 1, 1946, on the sugar 

tosition in Bengal. 

The recent decision of the Government of India, reached on a re-exami- 
nation of revised figures of production, to impose the substantial cut of 13 
per cent, on quotas of sugar allotted to Provinces for the current sugar year 
(December, 1945, to November, 1946) means that Bengal’s original allotment 
of 149,000 tons has been reduced to 129,630 tons. Therefore, necessary 
adjustments must be made immediately to cut down drastically consumption 
in the Province. Bengal’s minimum requirements of sugar during the 
current year are estimated by Government at 200,000 tons. This figure has 
^een reached after taking into account figures of consumption before the war, 
giving due weight to altered economic conditions consequent on the concen- 
tration of military personnel and large-scale industries, and the fact that 
departments of the Provincial and Central Governments and large employers 
nave been compelled to introduce a systematic distribution of rations to 
employees resident in urban and rural areas, with the result that many 
persons previously resident in rural areas are now entitled to regular supplies 
of sugar, which means that generally speaking the ‘ 'Sugar character” of the 
population has changed. 

The quota originally allotted to Bengal during 1945-46 was, however* 
only 139,000 tons, a supplementary allotment of 10,000 tons being made in 
pecember, 1945. The quotas during the three years immediately preceding 
were 141,800 tons, 145,800 tons and 132,160 tons respectively. 

The Directorate of Supply is responsible for the procurement of sugar 
ind for provincial distribution in bulk. Sugar is distributed in overall 
ationed towns through the Directorate of Rationing and in other urban and 
ural areas through the Directorate of District Distribution. Out of the 
►riginal quota of 139,000 tons, provision was made for 70,720 tons for 
he requirements of statutorily rationed towns (the share of Greater Calcutta 
jeing over 60,000 tons) on the scale of 8 oz. per head per week, allowance 
>eing made for certain supplies to establishments. A total of 60,620 tons 
vas earmarked for other urban and rural areas for distribution in urban 
ireas on a scale of lA lbs. per head per month, besides additional allotments 
rarying from 1 *f oz. to 4 oz. per head per month according to the size and 
lature of the town for the use of establishments, while rural areas were 
pven only 2 oz. per bead per month. A small ouantity was retained by 
he Directorate of Supply for the requirements of large employers and as 
iroyincial reserve. 
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It will be appreciated that since four months of the sugar year have 
already elapsed, the economy to be effected to ensure that the Province sees 
its way through till the end of November must necessarily exceed substantially 
13 per cent, of existing scales since consumption was permitted during the 
first four months in the expectation of a minimum quota of 149,000 tons. 

The Government of Bengal has given the most anxious consideration to 
the question of reducing the cut in the scale of rations to the minimum 
possible consistent with the attenuated supplies available and have been 
reluctantly compelled to decide that the scale of rations in Greater Calcutta 
end other overall rationed towns in the Province should be lowered to G oz. per 
head per week with effect from April 8, 1946, and that allotments to estab- 
lishments should be reduced by 20 per cent. Manufacturers of drugs will, 
however, be exempted from this cut. While Government realise that the 
proposed ration is unduly low, the supplies likely to be available to the 
Province during the rest of the year will not admit of a continuance of the 
present scale of 8 oz. per head per week. 

Outlying non-rationed urban areas will be given supplies on a scale of 
6 oz. per head per week in the case of district and subdivisional headquarters 
and towns with a population of 10,000 or more, while other towns will get 
only 4 oz. per head per week. No additional supplies will be made available 
for the requirements of establishments which must be limited to the difference 
between the sub-quotas allotted to the town on the revised scale and the actual 
offtake. 

Supplies to rural areas will continue to be limited as hitherto to the scale 
of 2 oz. per head per month as it is not considered possible or desirable that 
this should be reduced any further. Small establishments in rural areas 
will receive supplies up to 10 per cent, of the sub-quota on the above basis. 

With a view to conserving stocks and avoiding* possible waste, it has also 
been decided that the policy now in force in overall rationed towns to refuse 
supplies for religious festivals, marriages and other ceremonies will be 
extended to other areas. 

Although the Government of Bengal have made further representation 
to the Government of India to restore the original quota of 149,000 tons or 
in any case to reduce the proposed cut from 13 per cent, to 5 per cent, it 
will clearly be imprudent to postpone the introduction of revised scales of 
lations as delay, involving as it does consumption at a level higher than 
anticipated supplies would justify, would make even more drastic reduction 
inevitable. The Government of Bengal arc, however, prepared to give the 
assurance that the question of restoring existing scales of rations and supplies 
to establishments will be examined if the Government of India find it possible, 
after obtaining more promising figures of production or by effecting adjust- 
ments elsewhere, to exempt Bengal from the <( axe” or to reduce the severity 
of the cut. 

It will be recalled that the scale in Greater Calcutta was 12 oz. per head 
per week from August 15, 1944, to April 7, 1945, and that supplies to estab- 
lishments were on a liberal scale when the Provincial quota was 145,800 tons 
in 1943-44 and 141,800 tons in 1944-45. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTAs With reference to answer (3)(b) 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to tell us whether any increase in 
production has been made* since the Bengal Gur, Sugar and Sugar Products 
(Manufacture and Movements) Control Order, 1945, has been introduced? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: As far as I am aware, 

formerly about 13,000 tons used to be produced here in Bengal, but now 
the quantity produced is about 20,000 tons. 

Mr. J. N. SMART: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the 
reason for the fact that the scale of sugar rationing in Bengal is lower than 
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that in force in other parts of India? In his answer he does not indicate 
the reason. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: Because the supply is 
inadequate and therefore the quantity has been reduced. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state why 
Bombay has higher scale of ration than Calcutta? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Ask the Government of 
India. 

Mr. DEBI PROSAD KHAITAN: Has the Hon’ble Minister been pleased 
to ascertain from the industry what increased production of sugar they 
expect as a result of the steps that the Hon’ble Minister has detailed in his 
answer to the question? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: That is estimated 
increase. 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJI: With reference to answer (3)(b) 
TO^k «nn to tor fa SvWr *tfre 

fa fa to to ? cto fars^i fa ^ ^ 

v JTTOJ fa *n ^ TOTOl <Sf^j fa 

m toff ^fanr *rrror fa ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: I would like to have 
notice. 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTERJEE: TOfta shot fa 4$ ^ control 

orders TO ElSk 5N TO TO ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: 1 am not aware of that. 

Mr. SURESH CHANDRA DAS GUPTA: TO^k m tor fa faro 
or frft ^ttt^ ^ ^ to to fro toiot 

ftB TO fa ^1 ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: I have already 
answered that. I have nothing further to add. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR : Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether he is aware that the Bengal Gur, Sugar and 
Sugar Products (Manufacture and Movements) Control Order, 1945, is 
working to the detriment of the interests of the cultivators and in view of 
that whether he will be prepared to encourage consumption of home-made 
gur in place of sugar for all persons who require increased quantity of 
sugar ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: That is receiving our 
due consideration. 

Mr. SjBNATH BANERJEE: Sir, the answer given by the Hon’ble 
Minister is not perfectly audible. I would therefore request him through 
you, Sir, to go to the microphone or to be more audible. 

Mr. SPEAKER: He said that the matter was under consideration. 

Mr. NIKUNilA BEHARI MAITI: On a point of order, Sir. When a 
question is put and the answer is given r the members are entitled to hear 
the Hon’ble Minister. So it is better for the Hon’ble Minister to go to the 
microphone or to speak a little louder. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: I think I was quite 
audible. 
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Mr. D. GLADDING: May I ask the Hon’ble Minister whether he 
personally has made any representation to the Government of India with 
reference to part (3) (a) of his reply? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: No. 

Mr. D. GLADDING: Has any representation been made to the Govern- 
ment of India since this Ministry came into office? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN:: No. 

Dr. A. M. MALIK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state when 
the last representation was made and what was the reply from the Govern- 
ment of India? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: I want notice. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to tell us since when the zoning of sugar factory areas was introduced and 
by introducing that measure what definite increase resulted in the production 
of sugarcane? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: I have already said 
that there has been an increase of about 7,000 tons. 

Mr. DEBI PROSAD KHAITAN: Will the TIon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what manures he has arranged to distribute among growers and 
what quantity, and whether he considers ihat the quantity that he has 
arranged for is quite sufficient for the purposes of growing more sugarcane? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: 1 would request the 
honourable member to refer to the Agriculture Department. 

Mr. ANNADA PROSAD CHOWDHURY : Will the Hon hie Minister 
be pleased to state whether Government have examined the possibility of 
increasing the output of sugar in the country by tapping palm trees? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: 1 shall consider the 
question. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is the Hon’ ble Minister aware 
that the quantity of supply made in the rural area is much less than the 
quantity that is supplied to the urban area in proportion? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: Yes. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister consider 
the desirability of increasing the quantity of supply in rural areas? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: Yes. 


UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(answer to which was laid on the table) 

Supersession of Midnapore District Board. 

1. Mr. PRAMATHA HATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased to state — 

(a) for how long the Midnapore District Board has been under super- 

session ; 

(b) whether Government contemplate holding the election of the District 

Board ; and 

(c) if so, when? 
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The Hofi'ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: (a) The Board has not 
en under supersession. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) Early in 1947. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
3 pleased to state whether the Midnapore District Board is functioning 
jrmally at the present moment? 

Mr. SYED ABDUS SALIM: Yes, and the meetings are being held 
>rmally. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon ble Minister please 
11 us when the Midnapore District Board was constituted? 

Mr. SYED ABDUS SALIM: I ask for notice. 

Mr. PRAMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

leased to state whether the Board was under suspension recently? 

Mr. SYED ABDUS SALIM: No. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Will the Hon’blc Minister be pleased 
) state what he means by the answer (r) that election will be held early in 
M7? Is it in January, February or March? 

Mr. SYED ABDUS SALIM: Sometime during the winter of 1947 — 

will be about January. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

leased to state when the election was due? 

Mr. SYED ABDUS SALIM: I ask for notice. 

Mr. ISWAR CHANDRA MAL: arftfa *rci w RTR ft yw Local 

oard otre District Boards member ft ^ SCI 

^ vflR'Q publish <3R ? OT ^1 T \5I 3 FR T 

Mr. SYED ABDUS SALIM: Delegates were elected to the District 
oard through the Local Board. I ask for notice with regard to the other 
atter. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
3 pleased to state what were the reasons for which the election to the Dis- 
ict Board of Midnapore was not held when due? 

Mr. SYED ABDUS SALIM: For delimitation of constituencies. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Will the Hon’hle Minister consider 
ie desirability of issuing a statement on the election of the Midnapore 
istrict Board — when it was held, how many years it has not been held and 
hen it is going to be held? 

Mr. SYED ABDUS SALIM: No statement can be issued but replies 
m be given .to honourable members. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
ill us when the delimitation of constituencies was published in the 
alcutta Gazette. 


Mr. SYED ABDUS SALIM: I ask for notice. 
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Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Mr. Speaker, I had given notice of 
an adjournment motion and I have your consent which I beg to move for 
leave of the House. The motion runs thus: 

This Assembly do now adjourn to discuss a definite matter of urgent 
public importance and of recent occurrence, namely, the acute 
distress that has come to prevail in the different parts of Bengal 
owing to the failure of the Government of Bengal to reduce the 
abnormal high prices and to maintain adequate supply of rice. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. The adjournment motion put by 
Mr. Sinha runs thus : This Assembly do now adjourn to discuss a definite 
matter of urgent public importance and of recent occurrence, namely, the 
acute distress that has come to prevail in the different parts of Bengal 
owing to the failure of the Government of Bengal to reduce the abnormal 
high prices and to maintain adequate supply of rice. 

Is there any objection? 

(There was no objection.) 

Ladies and gentlemen, in view of the very important nature of our 
business today and the peculiar circumstances in which it has been brought 
about 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Will you fix a date? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. In fixing a date I have got to make some 
observation. 

In view of the very important nature of our business today and the 
peculiar circumstances in which it has been brought about and specially in 
consideration of the fact that both the sides of the House have agreed that 
the adjournment motion will be taken up on a subsequent date, I waive 
urgency and fix 5 p.m. on 25th July for this motion, but I take this unusual 
step without creating any precedent for the future. In my opinion it is a 
very dangerous practice not to take up the adjournment motion on the very 
clay it is moved. The essence of the adjournment motion is that the matter 
sought to be brought before the House is so urgent that it cannot wait and 
it is more important than the business fixed on the Order Paper for the day. 
If it appears that the adjournment motion is not so important as to take the 
place of the business on the Order Paper for the day, the adjournment motion 
must necessarily fail and in such circumstances the Speaker, who decides 
the relative importance of the matter, would refuse his consent although 
the motion may be otherwise admissible. I should also draw the attention 
of the House that during Budget Session when members will get ample 
opportunities to ventilate their grievances through cut motions and through 
resolutions which would be moved on non-official days, the Chair shall see 
that the day to day business of the House is not interfered with unless the 
Chair is satisfied that a grave situation has arisen which must be disposed 
of at once and which brooks no delay. 

Message from the Governor. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: As desired by His Excellency the Governor I read 
out his message: — 

“I have summoned this session of the Assembly by the direction of His 
Excellency the Viceroy and in pursuance of paragraph 21 of the 
statement of 16th May, 1946, by the Cabinet Delegation and the 
Viceroy for the purpose of enabling you to elect the representatives 
of Bengal to the Constituent Assembly for the framing of a new 
constitution for India. 
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My request to you is that you will give your earnest consideration to 
this message forthwith and that you will then adjourn for the 
purpose of proceeding immediately to the election of your 
representatives. 

For the better conduct of the election I have prepared in accordance 
with the proposal contained in the abovementioned statement the 
instructions communicated to you in the circular letter of the 
Returning Officer, dated the 18th June, 1946, as modified in his 
circular letter, dated the 28th June, 1946, and the additional instruc- 
tions fortlie actual conduct of the elections which are now before 
you.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: I beg to move that this 
House do now take into consideration the matter contained in the message 
from His Excellency the Governor and that the House do now decide that 
the election of representatives from Bengal to the Constituent Assembly be- 
llow carried out as requested in that message. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Is there any objection? 

(After a pause.) 

The motion is carried. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 11-53 a.m. till 4 p.m. on Wednesday,, 
the 24th July, 1946, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Wednesday, 
the 24th July 1946, at 4 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Nurul Amin) in the Chair, 7 
Hon’ble Ministers and 213 members. 


STARRED QUESTION 

(to which oral answer was given) 

Milk supply position of Calcutta. 

•3. Mr. J, N. SMART: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Department of Agriculture, Forests and Fisheries be pleased to state — 

(a) whether he is aware that in a Report on the Survey of the Milk Supply 

position of Calcutta carried out by two officers of the Directorate 
of Agriculture and published in June, 1945, it is stated that the 
milk supply position of Calcutta is heading for a crisis and immedi- 
ate action is necessary; and 

(b) what immediate action has been taken to give effect to the recom- 

mendations in this report and in particular the recommendations 
with regard to — 

(i) licensing of producers and distributors of milk and inspection of 
their premises, 

(u) sale of milk and milk-products of standard qualities only and pro- 

. hibition of hawking, 

(Hi) fixing of rates of milk and milk-products, 

(iv) establishment of dairy cattle salvage farms outside Calcutta, 

(v) establishment of a Milk Council, and 

(vi) prohibition of the utilisation of milk for the manufacture of sweets 
in Calcutta ? 

MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE, 
FORESTS and FISHERIES (the Hon’ble Mr. Ahmed Hossain): (a) Yes. 

(h) (i) to (Hi) and (v) These matters are linked up with the long-term 
policy advocated in the Report, which is still under consideration. 

(iv) A scheme has been prepared and is under consideration. 

(vi) This is not considered feasible in the absence of a ready market for 
the liquid milk which will be rendered surplus by such a prohibitory order. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to explain, 
in view of the statement that the milk supply position of Calcutta is heading 
for a crisis and immediate action is necessary — a statement made in June, 
1945 — why the matter is' still under consideration ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED HOSSAIN: I have nothing further to add. 
This is a matter of long-term policy. It is under the consideration of the 
Government. 

Mr. PRAMATHA RAN JAN THAKUR: With reference to answer 
{ b ) (iv), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state when this scheme 
was prepared and how long it has been under consideration? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED HOSSAIN: It is not a scheme. The report 

vas submitted by two officers of the Agriculture Department. 

Mr- DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
ell us when this report was received ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED HOSSAIN: Some time ago this report was 
ubmitted. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
►leased to tell us the date ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED HOSSAIN: I require notice. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to see the desirability of circulating the report amongst members in consi- 
Jeration of the importance of the report? 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED HOSSAIN: I will take the matter into 
jonsideration. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that there is an acute shortage of milk in Calcutta, 
particularly among the middle class people, and also that many infants and 
children are unable to obtain milk? 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED HOSSAIN: There is a shortage. 

Mr. AMULYA CHANDRA ADHIKARY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 

be pleased to state the quantity of milk required for the people of Calcutta? 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED HOSSAIN: I would like to have notice. 

Mr. J. N. SMART: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state how 
soon will this consideration be completed and when may we hope for action 
to follow? 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED HOSSAIN: I have already stated that the 

matter is under consideration. 

Dr. A. M. MALIK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state how 
the items (ii) and (in) of (b) are linked up with the long-term policy, as 
mentioned by the Hon’ble Minister? 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is not in order. I disallow this. 

Dr. A. M. MALIK: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state, in 
view of the difficulty in procuring milk and the uncontrolled rates of milk, 
what immediate action Government has taken to control the prices of milk 
in Calcutta ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED HOSSAIN: No immediate remedy is possible 
in the matter. 

Dr. A. M. MALIK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether Government contemplates to take any immediate action pending 
the consideration of the long-term policy to control pure milk and the rates 
of milk? 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED HOSSAIN: As an immediate measure Gov- 
ernment have tried to facilitate the import of milch cattle from the Punjab 
and U. P. and they have provided veterinary dispensaries in the area of the 
Corporation and in three places they have arranged for artificial insemina- 
tion and other things. 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the milk position in the city of Calcutta will 
improve and people will get more milk? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED HOSSAIN: After the high prices of cattle, 
fodder, etc., are brought down to the normal level, we can expect the price 
of milk to fall and the supply of milk to improve. 

Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA RAY: Will the Hon’ble Minister kindly 
state why even the inspection of premises has to be Jinked up with the long- 
term policy P 

The Hon'ble Mr. AHMED HOSSAIN: I have nothing further to add. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
there is a great feeling against the controlling system as controlling a thing 
invariably raises the price of the article? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a matter of opinion. 

Enquiry regarding Short-notice Questions tabled by Dr. Suresh Chandra 

Banerji. 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJI: Speaker toto, *Wl 

short notice question I 4^1 f^r food situation $ ; 

Wfa 4*51 % Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation ti-V TTi 

4$ $1 notice C*T3*I ^ W 8/ft fa %<[' I *8W W/Ttt, 'Q 

qvj* CTGtfl Sffc I 

Mr. SPEAKER: We have referred the matters to the respective depart 
ments and have not received replies. If you have anything further to say 
kindly see me in my chamber. 

Enquiry regarding adjournment motions. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA BHANDARI : Sir, I gave notice of ai 
adjournment motion to discuss a definite matter of urgent importance, viz., 
the situation that has arisen as a result of the notification under the Land 
Acquisition Act for acquisition of land for the proposed ship canal from 
Diamond Harbour to Kidderpore. I have been informed that consent has 
been refused. 

Sir, I do not know whether you have considered one very important as- 
pect of the matter, viz., the urgent matter that, as a result of the notifica- 
tion, people have become panic-stricken because all the transactions in land 
have stopped. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: On a point of order Sir. I 

have been very patient in listening to the honourable member. Probably 
the honourable member is new and that is the reason why lie does not know 
it. In case of an adjournment motion in which consent is refused, the 
adjournment motion is not read out nor can that matter be ventilated or 
the floor of the House. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: He wants to know why consenl 

has been refused. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: He cannot know. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: He can do it. 

v 

Mr. JYOTI BA8U: Sir, I gave notice of an adjournment motion ii 
order to adjourn the business of the House to discuss the failure of th< 
Chief Minister to release all the political prisoners. I find that you have 
refused consent to that motion, but I should like to know the reasons why, 
as this is a very important and urgent matter which once I raised before 
and which was turned down by Mr. Nausher Ali last time. Again I have 
raised this very important matter, but I find that again consent has been 
refused. As you will find— 
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The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY : Again on a point of order, 
ir. Certainly, Sir, any such statement cannot be backed by a speech 
liich is equivalent to placing- argument before the House. 

Mr- JYOTI BA8U: I shall certainly accept the ruling of the Speaker 
it certainly not that of the Chief Minister. 

Mr- SPEAKER: Please take your seat. 

Mr- JYOTI BASU: Accepting, Mr. Speaker, Sir, 

Mr. SPEAKER: Well, Mr. Basu, when the Speaker is on his legs, I 
hink you ought to resume your seat. Will you kindly take your seat? 

Notices of some adjournment motions were received mostly with refer- 
ence to political prisoners. On the 17th of July last notice of such an 
idjournment motion was received along with other notices on other matters. 
The Hon’ble Leader of the Opposition was consulted and he gave preference 
>o an adjournment motion on some other subject and, therefore, consent 
was given to that adjournment motion and a date has been fixed to discuss 
that motion to-morrow. This is one of the reasons. The other is that 
Dn similar subjects, i.c., on the release of political prisoners and on the 
matter just referred to by the honourable member here notices of two reso- 
.utions have been received and those resolutions have been admitted. There- 
fore consent has been refused to the adjournment motions in question under 
the rules . 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I gave 
lotice of an adjournment motion this morning. May I know why consent 
ias been refused? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Dutt-Mazumdar’s subject does not concern the 
Provincial Government at all. Therefore consent has been refused. 

Mf. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Sir, may I invite your atten- 
tion to one point? I did not raise a subject which does not concern the 
Government of Bengal. I raised precisely that aspect of a subject which 
concerns the Government of Bengal and the people of Bengal, and, there- 
fore, I would like to invite your attention to this fact that a certain situation 
has arisen in the Province as a sequel to which something has happened 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will explain just now. Any matter that is not with- 
in the purview of provincial responsibility may he brought in there by 
laborious argument, but my business is to see that the subject is specifically 
a subject for the Provincial Government. Therefore, as it does not concern 
the Provincial Government, consent has been refused. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Sir, accepting your ruling 
and in pursuance to your ruling I take it that a matter which concerns the 
Provincial Government cannot be ruled out and you do not intend to rule 
cut a subject which concerns the Provincial Government. Tranquillity 
within the Province — a state of affairs which threatens the peace within 
the Province is certainly a matter which concerns the Provincial Govern- 
ment. Even if arising out of the acts of the emission or commission of the 
Central Government, a certain situation has arisen within the Province 
which affects the tranouillity of the Province, if this situation affects 
public life as well as Government business, then, I submit that it gives 
rise to an occasion for the Provincial Government as well as this House to 
consider as to what should be done in that behalf. It is alwavs within the 
competence of the Provincial Government to consider the situation ^arising 
in Bengal and to make representations in that behalf, if necessary, to the 
Government of India or to take such steps as would lie within the compe- 
tence of the Government of Bengal. It is far from my intention to introduce 
any point which is not within the competence of the Government of Bengal 
but lies within the jurisdiction of the Government of India; but it is my. 
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intention to introduce and to press for your consideration ahd allow this 
House to consider aspects which certainly affect very materially and 
seriously the life of this Province. In fact, if we default in giving that 
consideration which is due, a more grave situation may arise which will 
affect the very peace and tranquillity of the Province itself. That is a 
responsibility of the Home Department and of the entire Government of 
Bengal. The life of the Province is affected in that connection. Moreover, 
the labour question is involved here and Labour is within the concurrent 
jurisdiction both of the Cential Government and of the Provincial Govern- 
ment. To illustrate my point, Sir, with one instance 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will you be very brief? 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR : Yes, Sir, I will be as brief 

as the circumstances of the case permit. To give you one illustration, take 
the case of railways which run all over the country. In respect of railway 
labour, or certain things happening in railways such as, robberies taking 
place in some parts of Bengal, would it not be a concern of the Bengal 
Government to consider? Although railways are the concern of the Govern- 
ment of India, such matters would certainly fall within the competence of 
the Government of Bengal to give thought to and consider what should be 
the remedial measures. I introduced in my motion, Sir, if you will be 
pleased to read it over again, only that aspect for consideration, namely, the 
sequel and consequences which fall within the competence of the Govern- 
ment of Bengal. It is a very serious matter indeed and I would ask for 
your very careful reconsideration, so that on reconsideration you may be 
pleased to give your ruling as to whether the situation arising in Bengal 
affecting the life of the people as well as the business of Government does 
or does not lie within the competence of this House to consider in a motion 
of adjournment. That is my submission. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think I made myself sufficiently clear on this point. 
Any matter that does not concern the Provincial Government may be 
brought in by this sort of argument. An illustration has been cited by the 
honourable member regarding railway dacoities and all that. There the 
Provincial Government has the responsibility of maintaining police on the 
railway lines. Therefore they are responsible to that extent, but here, so 
far as the Posts and Telegraphs Department are concerned, the Provincial 
Government does not owe any responsibility of any 9ort. 

A^r. JYOTI BASU: Y ou will be pleased to notice, Sir, that the 

explanation that you gave does not mention as to why my motion was ruled 
out. I have not understood under what provision or rule you have given 
your ruling. Will you please be good enough to state that? 

M^. SPEAKER: If the honourable member sees me in my Chamber I 
will ihow him the rule. 

VMr. JYOTI BASU: Sir, this is a very important matter. At the 

moment thousands of people outside the Assembly are demanding the release 
of political prisoners and they want to know what is preventing the 
Ministry from releasing the political prisoners. If the Ministry want help 
here are thousands of people both Hindus and Muslims who will no doubt 

stand by the Ministry against the bureaucracy to help in the release of the 

political prisoners. Therefore I hope you will be good enough to explain 
under what provision you have ruled out my motion. This is the second 
time that it has happened. Even now, Sir, you can hear people shouting 
for the release of political prisoners who for the last 12 to 16 years have 
been in prisons. The Chief Minister, in spite of what he has said to the 
press and the press correspondents, has not been able to release them—we 
do not know why. Whether he is unable to do so on account of some objec- 
tion from some quarter whether it be the Europeans or somebody else or he 
himsalf does not want to release them we cannot understand. Iherefoip, 
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I think that even now at this stage my motion requires your reconsideration 
and you can fix any date for discussion of this motion. 1 do not want you 
to fix the date immediately, but it can be fixed after the budget speech is 
made. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It seems that the honourable member is not prepared 
to have the patience of seeing me in my Chamber. But in any case I refer 
him to rule 98, sub-rule (iv) of the Bengal Legislative Assembly Procedure 
Rules. It runs as follows: — 

“The motion must not anticipate a matter which has been previously 
appointed for consideration, or with reference to which a notice of 
motion has been previously given”. 

Not only has a notice been given on this matter in the shape of a resolu- 
tion but that resolution has been admitted and a date has already been fixed 
Eor it, viz., the 9th of August, which is a non-official day. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Mr Speaker, Sir, I would 
in this connection invite your attention to rule 95 of the Bengal Legislative 
Assembly Procedure Rules where there is this provision : with your consent 
and the consent of the Minister to whose department the motion relates, I 
can move it as a special motion before this House. May I ask you, Sir, to 
consider whether you will be pleased to give your consent and also let the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge be pleased to state whether he is prepared to 
give his consent to this motion to be moved as a special motion on the 26th, 
if possible, in pursuance of the provisions of lule 95 of the Assembly 
Procedure Rules. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I shall consider this point later on. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: May I know what the 
Hon’ble Minister has to say in the matter? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will consider the matter first and then I will refer 
it to the Minister concerned. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: On a point of order, Sir. You have 
eaid that the adjournment motion with regard to the acquisition of land 
for the proposed ship canal of which Mr. Bhandari has given notice has 
been admitted as a resolution, but he does not know that. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not his resolution but another member’s. 

Demonstration outside the Chamber regarding Release of Political Prisoners. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, a large number 
of people outside the premises and within the premises are demanding the 
release of political prisoners. I want to know what the Ilon’ble the Chief 
Minister has got to say with regard to their demand. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr, Datta, this is not the proper time to raise this 
matter. I would ask you to wait for I anticipate that this point will be 
raised during the Budget discussion. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: But it can’t wait. There are a 
large number of students, Hindus and Mussalmans outside, demanding the 
release of political prisoners. The Hon’ble the Chief Minister must give a 
reply just now. We can’t wait any longer. 

Mr. KIR AN SANKAR ROY: Mr. Speaker. you have given vour ruling \ 
on the motion for adjournment of Mr. Bose. With due lesnect I submit to 
your ruling; but there is a tense situation outside this hall. It has been 
pointed out by my friend, the Deputy Leader of the Congress Partv, that 
\$ier$ is a large demonstration outside. I do not know if the Chief Minister 
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went out to see the demonstration. The demonstration has been organised, 

1 understand, by all the political organisations of this province including 
the Muslim League. (Cries of “No, No” from the Muslim League benches.) 

I am not speaking of the reactionary elements which pass in the 
name of the Muslim League in this House, I am speaking of the Muslim 
masses. I repeat that that demonstration has been organised by almost all 

the political organisations of the province (Cries of “Question” from 

the Muslim League benches.) You can question till the Doomsday. 

^ Mr. Speaker, in that demonstration there are Hindus and Muslims 

Mr. SPEAKER: May I interrupt you for a second? Is the Hon’ble 
Leader of the Opposition going to deliver a speech here or to refer to some 
point? If it is a point of order, I think the matter may be disposed of very 
soon. 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Sir, I am not trying to deliver a speech, 
but I am trying to make an appeal to the Chief Minister. It is impossible 
to consider the budget in an atmosphere of demonstration. I appeal to him 
to go to the crowd ; I appeal to him first to make a statement here as to what 
he proposes to do with regard to these political prisoners. And I would also 
invite him to address the crowd outside. If his statement here is satisfactory 
we ourselves will go and appeal to the crowd to disperse. Therefore, Sir, 
before you take up the business of the day I would appeal to the Chief 
Minister to make a statement as to what the Government proposes to do 
about the release of political prisoners. 

Mr. SPEAKER: So far as I am concerned, the Speaker is helpless in 
this matter because if any reply is wanted the matter ought to have been 
brought to my notice earlier so that I might have consulted the Leader of 
the House. I do not know what the Leader of the House wants to do in the 
matter, but so far as I am concerned 1 am helpless in the matter. 

Mr. J. C. CUPTA: Sir, we are appealing to him through you, because 
we have to appeal through you. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR : Sir, as it has been the prac- 
tice in a matter like this, when the Hon’ble Leader of the Opposition brings 
up a problem before the House, you may be pleased to ask the Leader of the 
House to make a statement and he will certainly be pleased to make one so 
that we may all help him in the situation. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I understand the convention is that a previous notice 
has to be given to the Speaker if such a matter has got to be discussed in 
the House. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Sir, here in a situation, 
which has just arisen, the Hon’ble Leader of the Opposition, with your 
permission, has asked the Leader of the House if he will be pleased to make 
a statement. I respectfully submit that you may leave it to the Leader of 
the House to choose to make a statement and, as a matter ol fact, he was on 
his legs already. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: If he wishes to make a statement I won’t stand in the 
way. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Sir. I am prepared to make 
a statement but let it be clearly understood that this statement is not made 
with a view to open a discussion. I would not be prepared to participate in 
a discussion on this subiect. I am aware of the demonstration which is 
taking place outside. Who are responsible for it and bow many parties 
have joined it and what is the composition of the demonstration I am not 
prepared to make a statement upon. But 1 do want to tell the honourable 
members for the sake of the dignity of this House and their own prestige 
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and the fact that the business of Government has to be carried on in a peace- 
ful and calm atmosphere in which the honourable members may be in a 
position to exercise their judgment without any influence from outside, that 
these demonstrations will not carry us anywhere at all: they will not have 
the slightest effect on the policy of release or detention. It will neither 
expedite consideration nor will it retard it. I have already released all the 
detenus and some convicted prisoners some of whom even were involved in 
murder cases. In many cases, if not in all, I have withdrawn all restric- 
tive orders. I am examining the cases of the other prisoners and have to 
consider various aspects before I can come to a final decision. 1 can only 
say that I am examining the cases with as much sympathy as the changing 
political conditions allow. I hope to be able to pass orders within a short 
time. I request the honourable members for patience. 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Mr. Speaker, just one word. I do not 
want to enter into a debate. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I hope this will not be a discussion. 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: This is not going to be a discussion. I 
know my limitations. 

The Secretary of the Assembly now reports that it is impossible to 
prevent boys from getting into the Chamber. I only ask you and the Chief 
Minister to consider that situation and do what you think best in the 
circumstances. 

Mr. J. C. GUPTA: If the Chief Minister will go and speak to the per- 
sons who have assembled there on such an important matter, I am pre- 
pared to help the situation so that the persons who have come may go back 
peacefully. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: This is a very unfortunate 

state of affairs that the sacred precincts of this building should have been 
invaded by any one. As I have said before, it is a challenge, if I may say so, 
to the dignity of this House, not to that of Government. Those persons, if 
there are any here, who are responsible for the demonstration outside may 
well exercise thoir influence in seeing that the demonstrators do not invade 
the building. As far as I am concerned, Sir, I do not propose to turn my- 
self at the present moment into a demagogue and go and make a speech to 
them, but I shall welcome exchange of views with a deputation of the 
people who have come outside. 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: There have been any number of deputa- 
tions before. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: T shall be prepared to wel- 
come now a deputation from those who have gathered outside and I hope 
that what I shall tell them will be satisfactory enough for them to go and 
tell the demonstrators outside to disperse and leave us to conduct our work 
in peace. (Mr. Kikan Sankar Boy: What time?) I am prepared to meet 
them now. 

Mr. JYOTI BASU: Mr. Speaker, the Chief Minister has referred to 
the dignity of the House. He forgets that the Muslim League at one time 
organised a demonstration of two lakhs of people within the precincts of 
this &ouse. „ 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. The Leader of the House and the 
Leader of the Opposition have gone out to meet a deputation. 

Mr. ABDUS SABUR KHAN: The last big demonstration referred to 
passed outside the gate but this is perhaps for the first time that demonstra- 
tion is taking place within the compound of the building. 

3 
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Oath. 

The following member took the oath of allegiance to the Crown: — 

Mr. George Mason Mackinlay. 

BUDGET FOR 1946-47. 

Finance Minister’s Statement. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I 
rise to present the Budget for the year 1946-47. 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAYA: The Leader of the Opposi 
tion and the Leader of the House are both away from the House. Let us 
wait till their return. 

Mr. DH I REN DR A NATH DATTA: The presentation of the Budget 
can wait till the return of the Leader of the Opposition. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Ido not think in the present cirrumstances it is neces- 
sary. You have got the printed speech. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI : On a point of order. The state- 
ment that is being read by the Hon’ble Minister has not been circulated. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: It had never been 
circulated. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Honourable members 
must realise that this statement contains Budget proposals and this cannot 
therefore be circulated in advance. As soon as the Budget is presented, 
copies will be available to members. There are important statements of 
Government policy in it. 

More than three months of the year to which these estimates relate have 
already passed. As the House is aware, the Section 93 administration which 
had been ushered into existence by a somewhat extraordinary set 
of circumstances, came to an end on the 24th April last and the reins of 
office were once more assumed by the elected representatives of the people. 
Thereafter, the Ministry required some time to review the financial position 
and formulate its Budget proposals. It was obviously impossible in these 
circumstances to comply with the normal procedure under which the Budget 
is required to be presented to the legislature before the commencement of 
the year to -which it relates; and the Governor has been pleased, after 
consultation with you, Sir, to make an ad hoc rule to validate the delayed 
presentation of the estimates for the current year. 

Honourable members will observe that there has been a change in the 
form of the estimates. In the first place, the customary Revised Estimates 
of the preceding year have been replaced by i ‘actuals” since these actuals are 
now to hand. Secondly, in order to furnish honourable members with an 
indication of the amount of expenditure incurred this year during the Section 
93 administration, that is to say, between the 1st and the 24th of April, 
expenditure estimates have been exhibited in thiee columns instead of in one, 
as has been the usual practice. Reading from the right, we have first a 
column in which is shown “ Actual Expenditure from 1st April, 1946, to 24th 
April, 1946” ; next we have a column showing “Estimated Expenditure from 
25th April, 1946, to 31st March, 1947” ; and finally there is a column in which 
has been entered the aggregate of the ot^er two columns, representing the 
Estimated Expenditure for the whole year. The figures in the first column 
have been furnished by the Accountant-General who has compiled them from 
his account registers as accurately as possible. He has, however, made it 
dear that since his accounts are compiled for complete months, the figures 
in question are, in many cases, based on rough calculations with no 
pretensions to meticulous accuracy. 
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So much for the changes in the form of the estimates. In regard to 
substance, the present estimates mark a noticeable departure from 
the Budgets of previous years. For the first time in her long and troublous 
history the Province has been enabled, through the co-operation and 
assistance of the Centre, to embark upon a comprehensive and 
carefully thought out programme of development in every branch of nation- 
building activity, untrammelled by paucity of resources. Hopelessly 
incapacitated by the acute financial stringency which has been her lot from 
ihe time of the iniquitous Meston Award, the Province has never been in a 
position to properly organise and develop her nation-building activities. Such 
provisions as could be made for this purpose from time to time were generally 
m the nature of temporary expedients to meet the pressing needs of 
the moment and were seldom sufficiently comprehensive to make any 
substantial impression on the accumulated deficiency of years. Even these 
meagre efforts had to be suspended in a large measure on the outbreak of 
hostilities on the Eastern Front. As the then Finance Minister of 
the Province put it pithily, “Nation-saving” had to take the place of “Nation- 
building”. The Famine which followed left little scope for anything beyond 
measures of immediate relief. Although the Province is still a long way 
from recovery from the shattering impact of the War and the Famine, we 
have now, for the first time, been enabled to bend our energies to 
the supremely important task of raising Ihe economic standard and increasing 
the general well-being of the people. The current year’s cost of Development 
Projects included in the present estimates amounts to a little over 12 crores — 
a figure which almost equals the total revenue expenditure of the Province 
m the last pre-war year, 1968-39. The Government of India have undertaken 
to make available to the Province the entire amount required for Development 
Projects in the current year. For productive or self-financing schemes, 
which, on completion, will yield adequate revenue to cover the working 
expenses, the maintenance and depreciation charges and the interest on the 
capital at charge, the Central Government will advance the requisite loan 
to cover the initial outlay. For non-productive schemes, outright grants will 
be made from the Central Post-War Reconstruction Fund. The effect of this 
financial arrangement is that no part of the expenditure relating to 
Development Projects will have to be met by the Province out of its own 
lesources in the current year; and we can proceed with the execution of these 
projects without having to woriy about ways and means. Such retarding 
factors as may arise in this connection will consist in lack of materials and 
trained personnel — not in lack of finance or initiative. 

Outside the Development Programme, that is to say in the field of current 
administration, the financial position continues to be one of acute difficulty. 
Although the War has mercifully come to an end, the severity of the 
conditions which necessitated the bulk of the heavy and abnormal war-time 
expenditure shows no signs of mitigation. It has, if anythng, been 
aggravated by the present shortage of food. The high level of expenditure 
involved in the procurement and distribution of foodstuff and in the 
administration of relief has to be maintained and in certain respects 
substantially enhanced. The persistence of inflated prices and the 
resultant high cost of living has made it necessary to further liberalise 
dearness concessions and to improve the pay-scales in respect of low-paid 
employees. Considerable leeway has to be made up in regard to essential 
repairs and replacements which were all held up during the War owing to 
non-availability of materials. While these and other factors preclude the 
possibility of any immediate reduction in expenditure, revenue receipts 
under a number of important heads show a distinct downward trend owing 
to the cessation of military activities. Thus a decline in Excise revenue to 
the extent of 2\ crores is anticipated as a result of the repatriation of military 
personnel and the disbandment of labour forces employed on military works. 
Iti the current year’s Budget, revenue expenditure is expected to fall short 
of receipts by as much as 10 crores. The bridging of this wide gap between 
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leceipt and expenditure presents a problem of considerable difficulty abou 
which I shall have to say more later on. 

Such, in outline, is the Budgetary position for the current year. Let mi 
now proceed to fill in the details. 

Thanks to a subvention of 8 crores from the Government of Indiai, tbi 
heavy revenue deficit anticipated in 1945-46 was fully wiped out; and owinj 
partly to this circumstance and partly to larger receipts from the Income-Ta: 
pool, coupled with slower progress of expenditure than was orrginalb 
anticipated under certain heads, the year ended with a closing balance o 
7^ crores. This amount constitutes the opening balance for the current yea 
and large as it is in comparison with the opening balance in previous years 
it is no more than what may be reasonably required for an estimate! 
expenditure of over 50 crores on revenue account in the course of the year. 

From the estimates in the hands of honourable members it will appear tha 
the total revenue expected this year is of the order of 42£ crores out of whicl 
lOi crores represent grants from the Centre for the financing of unproductive 
Development Projects. The yield from normal sources of revenue, therefore 
amounts to 82 crores in all. The corresponding figure for the previous year 
excluding the subvention of 8 crores to which I have already referred, stand 
at 87 crores. There has thus been a decrease of 5 crores in revenue. Tw 
crores and a half out of this amount is accounted for by the decline unde 
“Excise” owing to circumstances already explained. The balance i 
distributed over a number of items. Receipts from Petrol Tax are expects 
to come down from a erore and 08 lakhs in 1945-46 to 40 lakhs only in th 
current year owing to cessation of military demands. A decline of ten laid 
is due to the abolition of the Tax on Professions and of 88 lakhs to. reduce! 
yield from Betting Tax and Entertainment Tax owing to the repatriation o 
military personnel. Forest receipts are expected to be down by 48 lakh 
owing to stoppage of further orders for timber from the Supply Department 
And a drop of half a erore is anticipated under “Stamps” on the basis of th 
latest trend of actuals. 

On the expenditure side the total estimate for the current year stands a 
52 crores. As this include 1(H crores on account of Development Project 
financed by outright grants from the Government of India, what may b 
called the “ordinary” expenditure for the year amounts to 41£ crores. Th 
corresponding figure for 1945-46 is 89 crores. There has thus been an increas 
of 21 crores in the ordinary expenditure for the current year. Let me explai 
briefly the reasons for this increase. 

The only war-time charge which it has been possible to discontinue i 
the current year is the expenditure on Civil Defence, Home Guards an 
Civic Guards amounting to a little over a erore in all. As against thi 
decrease, provision for heavy additional expenditure has had to be include 
under a number of items. 

In order to afford some relief to Government servants against th 
cumulative effect of increased prices it has been decided, in consultatio 
with the Government of India, to give retrospective effect to the presec 
rates of dearness allowance by making them operative from 1st July, 194^ 
instead of from 1st January, 1945, the date prescribed in the Governmer 
order which had been in force in 1945-40. The effect of this measure on th 
current year’s Budget* is an additional liability of 53 lakhs. 

Government have undertaken a comprehensive examination of the scale 
of pay of all classes of employees under its rule-making control with a vie 1 
to bring such scales more in line with the altered economic conditions whic 
are likely to prevail in the years to come. Pending the conclusion of thi 
examination which will naturally take a considerable amount of time, it ha 
been decided to afford some measure of immediate relief by an ad hoc increas 
of pay in the lower ranges in all branches of administration. The total cos 
of this concession amounts to a little over a erore in the current year. 
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The next important item, responsible for the increase in the current 
ear’s expenditure is the unexpectedly heavy loss, amounting to a crore and 
\ j ia ]f on the Boat Construction Programme. It was assumed, when this 
Programme was launched in 1944 with a view to urgent replacement of boats 
[ost^through “Denial” and other causes, that the boats turned out would 
[jnd a ready market and that the financial outlay would be fully and readily 
recouped. Unfortunately this assumption has not turned out to be correct 
md a loss of 1J erores on this account which now appears to be inevitable, 
jats been included in the current year’s Budget. 

Extra expenditure amounting to nearly half a crore is involved in certain 
measures of much-needed improvement under “General Administration” 
And “Police”. Under the first head, it has been decided to maintain a fleet 
>f 400 jeep cars and a number of speedy light planes with a view to improve 
muring facilities for important officials. The cost of this project including 
lie provision of landing strips amounts to close upon 25 lakhs. Schemes of 
additional expenditure under the head “Police” include expansion of the 
rhana staff and the Armed Deserve for the Bengal Police and strengthening 
)f' the Duty Deserve as well as of the Armed and Unarmed branches of the 
Calcutta Police. Mechanised transport has been provided for increasing 
he mobility of the Police force throughout the Province and wireless nets 
lave been set up in Calcutta and in outlying districts as a precaution against 
he breakdown of ordinary means of communication. These measures, taken 
n conjunction with the liberalisation of the pay-scales in the lower ranges 
)f the Police force to which reference has already been made, involve a total 
»utlay of close upon a erorc. Negotiations are in progress with the 
Government of India for a substantial contribution towards this expenditure 
and on the assumption that the outcome of these negotiations will justify 
our expectations, the net charge on the Provincial Budget on account of 
these items lias been taken as about, 25 lakhs in the present estimates. 

Extra provision to the extent of 75 lakhs has been made under “Civil 
Works”. This is exclusive of arrear dearness allowance and increase in pay 
m the lower ranges. An increase of 20 lakhs is due to the resumption of 
essential repair works which could not be taken in band during the War 
owing to non-availability of materials. Ten laklis have been provided for 
the purchase of tools and plants and 8 .lakhs for the entertainment of 
additional staff in connection with Post-war Doad Planning. Desumption of 
suspended Doad Fund Projects accounts for an increase of 10 lakhs and 
25 laklis have been provided for land acquisition and construction of buildings 
for additional office accommodation and residential quarters for Government 
officers. Among minor items may be mentioned a provision of 2 lakhs lor 
Air-conditioning of the Secretariat Buildings in Calcutta, preliminaries for 
which had already been settled during the Section 98 administration. 

There are less important variations under other heads hut as full details 
have been furnished in the Ded Book it is not necessary for me to go over 
them here. I shall conclude this review of “Current charges” with a short 
account of the provisions under two heads of expenditure which have acquired 
special importance under present day conditions. These are “Famine Belief” 
and “Extraordinary Charges”. Under the first head, provision has been 
made for a Directorate of Belief and Rehabilitation with a very senior and 
experienced officer at its head as Commissioner of Civil Belief. The activities 
of the Directorate include maintenance of Orphanages, Work-houses and 
Homes for destitutes; organisation of test works ; establishment of cheap 
grain shops; opening of milk canteens and distribution of relief in various 
forms. The total provision under Famine Belief in the current year amounts 
to 2 erores 90 lakhs against an actual expenditure of 3 erores 17 lakhs in the 
preceding year. The two figures are, however, not strictly comparable. Tbe 
cost of some 23,000 beds of Famine Belief Emergency Hospitals which was 
met last year from the Famine Budget has, in the current year, been 
transferred to the “Development” section of the Medical Budget because 
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tliese emergency beds have now been converted into quasi-permanent ones in 
properly equipped Auxiliary Government Hospitals in rural areas. The 
amount involved is over a crore and a half. If allowance is made for this 
adjustment, it will be found that the current year’s provision for Famine 
Relief is considerably more than the amount spent in 1945-4G. The increase 
is due to the general worsening of the situation as a result of the world- wide 
scarcity of food. 

While on the subject of “Relief” I must make a brief reference to the 
recent disastrous floods in Chittagong and other parts of the Province which 
have rendered thousands of people homeless and destitute. We feel the 
utmost sympathy and commiseration for the unfortunate victims of this 
terrible calamity and 1 take this opportunity to assure the House that 
Government will take all possible measures for their relief and rehabilitation. 

Under the other head “Extraordinary Charges” the provision in the 
current year amounts to 10 crores in all. This includes a loss of 2 crores 
on the sale of subsidised food to the public and of H crores, as already 
explained, under the Boat Construction Programme. The provision for stall 
and contingencies in the Department of Civil Supplies including Rationing 
arid Enforcement amounts to 6 crores out of which nearly a crore is required 
for the construction and maintenance of storage accommodation and 
improvement of roads in certain areas for facilitating transport of foodstuff. 


Procurement Finance. 

Provision has been made under the Capital head “85-A” for large scale 
transactions relating to the purchase of foodgrains and textiles. The total 
capital outlay involved in these operations is of the order of 52 crores out of 
which 48 crores will be found from sale proceeds and represents the turnover 
of stocks. The figure for loss adjustable in the current year is 2 crores under 
foodgrains and the hook value of stock likely to remain in hand at the (dose 
of the year is estimated at 17 crores. Finance for the procurement o) 
foodgrains is to be obtained by way of (‘ash credit advances by the Imperial 
Bank, the maximum limit of such advances being for the present fixed at 
80 crores. In the case of textiles the requisite finance is obtained tinough 
Treasury Bills. 


Development Programme. 

Let me now turn to the Development Programme. As I have already 
explained, this Programme aims at comprehensive and co-ordinated 
improvement in living conditions and economic standards throughout the 
Province. It embraces every sphere of nation-building activity, though the 
degree of emphasis necessarily varies from subject to subject and is in many 
cases conditioned by the availability of resources in material and personnel. 
The total provision made in these estimates for schemes included in the 
Development Programme is 12 crores 10 lakhs out of which 10 crores 45 lakhs 
falls under the Revenue Account, and the balance of 1 crore 65 lakhs, 
representing the outlay on self-financing schemes, is provided under Capital 
heads. Appendix II to the printed copy of this Statement shows the 
distribution of these provisions among the various major heads of expenditure 
and sets forth the schemes'for which provision has been made. Let me refer 
biiefly to some of the more important of these schemes. 

Land Revenue. 

There is a provision of 4 lakhs under Land Revenue for the inception of 
Jxevisional Settlement Operations in the Sunderbans area in connection with 
“ e P“ n T for liquidating the Permanent Settlement. The House will recall 
that the .Laud Revenue Commission gave very careful consideration to this 
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question and recommended that steps should be taken to bring the actual 
cultivators into direct relation with Government by buying oft* the interest 
of all classes of rent-receivers in agricultural lands. The Bengal 
Administration Enquiry Committee urged very strongly on administrative 
grounds that Government should give the earliest effect to the foregoing 
recommendation of the Land Revenue Commission. 

According to the scheme which has been drawn up for the purpose, the 
areas named below are proposed to be taken up in the following order of 
priority : — 

(1) Faridpur. 

(2) Bakarganj. 

(3) Sunderbans. 

(4) Burdwan, Hooghly and Howrah. , 

Faridpur and Bakarganj are to be taken up first as Revisional Settlement 
Operations have been recently completed in the former district and are now in 
progress in the latter. The Revisional Settlement Operations in the 
Sunderbans area represent the next stage of the programme. The districts 
of Burdwan, Hooghly and Howrah are also to be taken up shortly as they 
are likely to be benefited by major irrigation schemes in the very near 
future. 

Irrigation. 


Under Irrigation a sum of 30 lakhs has been provided for the re-excavation 
and improvement of derelict irrigation tanks, thousands of which lie scattered 
throughout the Province. This scheme will ensure that in the dry districts 
the cultivators will not have to depend entirely on rainfall for the production 
of their crops. It is also hoped that the resuscitation of these tanks will 
improve the facilities for pisciculture and provide more water for drinking 
and other purposes. A sum of 20 lakhs has been provided for 47 minor 
irrigation projects and a number of other schemes of irrigation and drainage 
for which plans are now ready for execution. Among smaller provisions 
may be mentioned 2 lakhs for the construction of irrigation wells and 2 lakhs 
for" the collection of hydrological data in the Dacca and Chittagong 
Divisions. A sum of f> lakhs has been provided for preliminary work in 
connection with the planning of a comprehensive drainage and irrigation 
scheme for Eastern and Northern Bengal. The immediate objective is the 
putting up of a dam across the Teesta river in Northern Bengal, which will 
ensure a large scale supply of electrical energy besides facilitating the 
irrigation of a very considerable tract of land. 

Outside the Revenue account, there is a provision of 70 lakhs for the 
execution of Part II of the Mor Irrigation Project which is estimated to 
involve a total expenditure of 4 crores 38 lakhs. The object is to set up a 
barrage across the Mor river near Suri with weirs across the subsidiary 
channels of Dwarka, Brahmani, Bakreswar and Kopai and a network ot 
irrigation canals. These are expected to irrigate an area of tour hundred 
thousand acres in the districts of Birbhum, Murshidabad and Burdwan which 
suffer from conditions of chronic scarcity owing to erratic and undependable 
rainfall. It is expected that the resulting increase m the yield ot paddy will 
be 44 lakhs of maunds per year. The piers of the barrage near Sun have 
been so designed as to enable them to carry a bridge across the river thereby 
improving the means of communication with the adjacent Province of Bihai. 
As the project is expected to be a productive one, it will be financed by loan 
and the expenditure has been provided under a Capital head. 

Agriculture. 

In respect of Agricultural schemes included in the Development Programme 
the provision under the Revenue account amounts to a crore and 29 lakts 
QQ lnlrlro onmofi nnrl Ar “Civil Works” for the acquisition ot land 


out of which 89 lakhs comes under “Civil Works 
and the construction of requisite buildings. 
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Outside the Revenue account there is a provision of 41 lakhs for the 
establishment of 28 seed multiplication farms and one jute seed multiplication 
farm. The seed multiplication farms will each cover an area of 200 acres 
and will be devoted to the production of improved seeds of paddy and other 
foodgrains. The jute seed multiplication farm is to be situated on an area 
of 1,000 acres out of which 400 acres will be put under the highest grade of 
jute every year by rotation and in the remaining area paddy and various 
rabi crops will be grown. It is hoped in this way to secure an adequate 
supply of improved jute seeds and to distribute them among jute growers on 
a large scale and at a reasonable price. As these schemes are all expected 
to be productive ones it is proposed to finance them by loan. 

Among unproductive schemes proposed to be financed out of grants 
from the Centre, the most important is the establishment of a Central Live- 
stock Research cum Breeding Station at Haringhata. The scheme consists 
of three main parts, viz., — 

(?) the breeding of high grade cattle, goats and poultry ; 

(??) research relating to all matters affecting the live-stock industry, 
e.g., animal nutrition, genetics, pasturage and dairy technology; 
and 

(???) establishment of a dairy on the most up-to-date scientific and 
hygienic lines. 

The current year’s cost on account of this scheme is estimated at 58 iakns 
out of which 45 lakhs represent the cost of land and buildings. 

A smaller scheme on somewhat similar lines involves the establishment 
of a multipurpose Agricultural farm at Kalimpong for the breeding of Siri 
bulls, hill goats and hill sheep and the raising of improved varieties of lull 
paddy, maize, flax and pyre thrum. The cost for the current year amounts 
to 8 lakhs out of which 0 lakhs lias been provided under Civil Works for land 
and buildings. 

Ollier provisions for the improvement of the live-stock industry include 
3 lakhs for large scale bleeding of goats and 6 lakhs for r live-stock farm 
for carrying out scientific breeding and management of stock. 

With a view to securing rapid and adequate training for the higher techni- 
cal personnel required for the development of agricultural activities, the 
Agricultural Institute at Dacca is being suitably expanded and reorganised 
at a cost of 11 lakhs including 7 lakhs for buildings; while for the training 
of subordinate technical personnel additional facilities are being provided 
ct an estimated cost of 8 lakhs out of which 6 lakhs is on account of 
buildings. These include expansion of the Agricultural Institutions at 
Ohinsura and Daulatpur and the establishment of a new institution at 
Gaibandha. 

Other provisions which call for individual mention are 3 lakhs for the 
expansion of Agricultural research, 4 lakhs for the improvement of 
Horticulture and 8 lakhs for the establishment of a fully equipped Sugarcane 
Research station. A sum of 11 lakhs has been provided for land and 
buildings in connection with a scheme for the provision of seed stores at 
Thana Headquarters. These stores will form the nucleus of extension 
activities and will stock seeds of departmental farms, manures and agricultural 
implements for distribution among cultivators. 

Industries. 

The total provision in respect of projects of Industrial Development 
amounts to 1 crore. Out of this, 54 lakhs representing the cost of four 
productive schemes has been provided under a Capital head outside 
the Revenue account. The first of these schemes relates to the 
Electrification of a semi-rural area, covering about 2,200 square miles and 
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lying within the triangle formed by Gourepore, Burdwan and Krishnagar. 
The scheme involves the construction of two transmission lines from the 
existing supply station at Gourepore to Burdwan and Krishnagar, these two 
towns being joined by a tie line through Navadwip. Sub-stations are to 
installed in suitable towns and villages on the route with a view to making 
electrical energy available to individual consumers. Energy is to be 
purchased in bulk from the Gourepore Electric Supply Company. The 
scheme is designed to accelerate industrial development in the area which is 
well served by roads and railways and the system can be eventually 
inter-connected with developments in the Damodar Valley and with power 
stations erected in the coalfields. The current year's provision for this 
scheme amounts to 20 lakhs. 

The next item is a provision of 15 lakhs, designed to secure participation 
in the Government of India’s scheme for the production of artificial 
fertilisers. It was originally intended to set up a small factory for this 
purpose in Bengal but in view of the decision of the Government of India 
to set up a larg*e scale factory at Sindri in Bihar it is now proposed 
to participate in this project by subscribing 75 lakhs towards the capital cost. 
The current year’s provision represents the first instalment of this 
subscription. 

The third provision under the Capital head is one of 16 lakhs for a scheme- 
of Industrial Centres the object of which is to develop village industries on 
commercial lines with modern technique through small village factories under 
a centralised production and marketing organisation. The scheme will be 
run as a commercial enterprise with the object of making all the Centres 
self-supporting as quickly as possible. 

Finally there is a provision of 6 lakbs for the exploitation of coastal and 
estuarine fisheries. This scheme provides for the transport of fish from the 
fishing areas in refrigerated boats to a lighter, also provided with 
refrigeration facilities, where the fish will be cleaned and frozen and then 
transported in insulated carriers to the railhead at Khulna. From there the 
fish will he conveyed to Calcutta in an insulated wagon which the Railway 
authorities have promised to provide. Orders have already been placed in 
Australia for motor boats fitted with refrigerators and two boats have recently 
been acquired from the Royal Navy to serve as carriers. It is hoped to have 
the scheme in full working before the end of the current year. 

In the Revenue account under “Industries”, 8 lakhs have been provided 
for the expansion of the Department ot Fisheries. The scheme piovides for 
the appointment of an additional Director of Fisheries and also for an increase 
in the number of Suj>erintendents, District Fishery Officers and Fishery 
Overseers for work in the districts. It also includes a provision for an 
experimental cum touring launch at a cost of about 3 lakhs. 

There is a provision of 14 lakhs for the development of the Sericulture 
Industry, including 5 lakhs under “Civil Works” for the construction of 
buildings. The schemes include improvement and expansion of sericulture 
nurseries, reorganisation of the Reeling Institute at Mulda and the 
establishment of a Training Institute for subordinate seri cultural staff. 

Among other items included in the Revenue account under “Industries”' 
may be mentioned a piovision of 4 lakhs for the reorganisation of the Ceramic* 
Institute, 6 lakhs for the expansion of the Textile Institute and 5 lakhs for 
the development of the Tanning Institute. There is also a provision of 
2 lakhs for the appointment of Bower Engineers and requisite subordinate 
staff for the development of electricity in the Province; and of 3 lakhs for 
a scheme for increased production of quinine. 

Medical. 

A provision of 2£ crores is included in the Medical Budget with a further 
crore and a half under “Civil Works” for land and buildings, in respect of 
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Development Projects dealing with the improvement of medical facilities 
which are at present so hopelessly inadequate. The most important item 
is concerned with an increase in the number of hospital beds in rural areas. 
The number of permanent beds at present available is only 6,400 which works 
out at barely one bed per 9,000 heads of population. Some 23,000 emergency- 
beds were opened in connection with the Famine and it has now been decided 
to convert the great majority of these into quasi-permanent beds in properly 
equipped Auxiliary Government Hospitals in rural areas. This scheme 
involves an outlay of a crore and 70 lakhs m staff and equipment and of 
40 lakhs on buildings. For the improvement of existing hospitals 25 lakhs 
have been provided under “Medical” with a further 20 lakhs under “Civil 
Works” for additions to buildings. It is proposed to establish a temporary 
Medical College at the Lake Area in Calcutta with an attached hospital of 
1,000 beds. The outlay involved is 2 lakhs for the acquisition of buildings 
and 19 lakhs for staff and equipment. The next item on the programme 
is the conversion of the Medical School at Dacca into a Medical College with 
500 additional beds at a cost of 20 lakhs under “Civil Works” and 7 lakhs 
under “Medical”. For two other important projects, namely, the conversion 
of the Campbell Medical School into a Medical College with 100 additional 
beds and the establishment of an Infectious Diseases Hospital in Calcutta, 
provisions of 20 and 15 lakhs respectively have been made under “Civil 
Works” in respect of land and buildings, no provision being required in the 
Medical Budget till the requisite buildings are ready. Two other projects 
which call for individual mention are the establishment of a Tuberculosis 
Sanatorium at Amulia in the district of Burdwan and the opening of 
a Tuberculosis Hospital at Kanchrapnra. For the first scheme 200 acres of 
land have been secured on the bank of the river Ajoy near Asansol and it is 
proposed to build an administrative block with requisite equipment as well 
as cottages and cabins lor 200 patients to stait with. The current year’s 
provision amounts to 10 lakhs for land and buildings and is included under 
“Civil Works”. For the second scheme, the American Hospital at 
Kanchrupara has boon taken over complete with stores, appliances and 
equipment. It is provided with its own power station and water station with 
automatic chlorination and piped water supply. The current year’s provision 
for its conversion to a Tuberculosis Hospital is 11 lakhs under “Medical” 
and 3 lakhs under “Civil Works”. Among other items included in 
the Development Programme under this head may be mentioned the creation 
of an Ambulance Service at a cost of 9 lakhs and measures for the control 
and prevention of venereal diseases estimated to cost about 4 lakhs. 

Public Health. 

The Development Programme under “Public Health” includes 50 lakhs 
for a comprehensive scheme of rural water supply which will ensure proper 
maintenance and repair of existing sources and the setting up of new sources, 
on a carefully planned basis, at the rate of at least 2,000 tube wells per 
year. There is also a provision of 20 lakhs for the improvement of water 
supply and drainage in Municipal areas. A large number of waterworks 
and drainage schemes drawn up by Municipal authorities are pending for a 
very long time either through financial stringency or through lack of 
materials. The object of the provision is to enable such schemes to be carried 
out without further delay. Other provisions include 3 lakhs for the control 
of Malaria, 2 lakhs for Maternity and Child-welfare, 1 lakh for the creation 
of a Public Health Nutrition Organisation and 6 lakhs mostly under “Civil 
Works” for land and buildings for the establishment of two leper colonies 
.at Bankura and Peardhoba. 


Education. 

The total provision for schemevS of Educational Development amounts to 
76 lakhs out of which 39 lakhs have been provided under “Civil Works” for 
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land and buildings. The largest individual item is a provision of 20 lakhs 
in connection with proposals designed to improve the prospects of primary 
school teachers on whose efficient and contented service the success of primary 
education so largely depends. There is also a provision of 16 lakhs for the 
training of staff for Primary Training Schools. It is proposed to open two 
residential training Colleges for this purpose in the current year with attached 
experimental schools. The bulk of the expenditure will l>e for the construction 
of buildings and has therefore been provided under “Civil Works”. A large 
proportion of the trainees will be officers ol the Education Department. Ten 
lakhs have been provided for the encouragement of post-graduate research 
and 8 lakhs for the immediate improvement of Engineering courses in the 
Bengal Engineering College, Shibpur, and the Jadavpur Technological 
College. A sum of 5 lakhs has been provided for the training of students 
abroad; 4 lakhs for the technical training' of ex-service personnel; and 4 
lakhs for equipment and machinery for Government educational institutions. 


Other Schemes. 

Provisions under other heads include 21 lakhs under “Forest” for the 
training of technical personnel, rehabilitation of existing forests, afforestation 
of additional areas and improvement of communications, buildings and 
water supply in Government Forests. There is also a scheme for 
reorganisation of the Co-operative Department for which a provision of 
4 lakhs has been included under “Co-operation”. 

Among miscellaneous items of Development special mention may be made 
of a provision of 15 lakhs for the re-housing of 6//.s’tcc-dwellers. Model 
schemes of re-housing have been drawn up by the technical staff of the 
Calcutta Improvement Trust and plans are under consideration for the setting 
up of satellite towns within easy reach of Calcutta. Government are also 
setting up a Housing Board which will enter carefully into all important 
aspects of the housing problem under present day conditions. The current, 
year’s provision represents the first instalment of the expenditure which is 
likely to he required for the execution of these schemes. 

A second important item is the establishment of a properly organised 
Fire-Service throughout the Province. Before the war, the only fire brigades 
in Bengal were those in Calcutta and Darjeeling. As a war-time emergency 
measure an Auxiliary Fire Service was established for Calcutta and its 
suburbs and the Bengal Fire Service was established for other threatened 
areas in tlie Province. It is now proposed to organise a permanent Fire 
Service for the whole of Bengal and to provide all important urban areas 
with fire-fighting equipment and personnel. The cost of the scheme in the 
current year is estimated at 40 lakhs. 

There is also a special provision of 50 lakhs for the purchase of such surplus 
military land, buildings, stores and equipment as may be readily available 
for utilisation in connection witli the Development Programme or the 
administration of nation-building departments. A special officer of high 
status has been appointed as Chief Purchasing Agent for this purpose with 
powers to negotiate direct with the military authorities. 


Civil Works. 

The total provision under “Civil Works” in connection with the 
[Development Programme amounts to 3 crores 82 lakhs Out of this amount a 
crore is required for the construction of Provincial highways and major 
District Board roads. The balance represents the provision for land and 
buildings required by other Departments for their respective Development 
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Projects. The distribution among the more important Departments is as 
follows : — 

Medical — 1 crore 35 lakhs. 

Agriculture — 88 lakhs. 

Education — 19 lakhs. 

Police — 12 lakhs. 

Industries — 11 lakhs. 

Jails — 6 lakhs. 

To complete the picture it may be added that the construction of National 
Highways passing through this Province involves an expenditure of 56 lakhs 
in the current year. But as the entire charge will be borne directly by the 
Centre no increase on this account appears in the Provincial Budget. 

I have now placed before the House an outline of the Programme of 
Development chalked out for the current year. Fuller details will he 
furnished by my Honourable colleagues while moving their respective 
demands for grants. I need hardly point out that the current year's 
provisions represent merely the initial stages of the Programme, the final 
blue-print of which is still under consideration. As I have hinted earlier 
in the course of this statement unexpected difficulties in the procurement of 
building materials, tools and plants and particularly of trained technicians 
may stand in the way of rapid progress. But with earnestness, goodwill 
and co-operation there is no reason why a substantial part of the programme 
laid down for the current year should not be successfully executed. So far 
as the effect on the Budget is concerned, any short fall in Development 
expenditure will involve correspondingly short drawal from the Government 
of India of loans or grants as the case may be and the net budgetary position 
will not be affected in any way. 

Financial Results. 

Let me now summarise the financial results of the working of the year 
according to the estimates placed before the House. The year starts with 
an opening balance of 7 -A crores. The revenue deficit on the year's working, 
as 1 have already stated, amounts to 10 crores. And in order to secure a 
closing balance of 21 crores, which is the barest minimum necessary for 
working purposes, not only is the entire opening balance wiped out but an 
additional 5 crores has to be found by some means or other. For the purpose 
of the present estimates, it has been assumed that short-term borrowing in 
the shape of Treasury Bills worth f> crores will be resorted to during the year. 
It is repugnant to sentiment and self-interest alike that the Province should, 
at this stage, be saddled with a heavy burden of unproductive debt. The 
Centre has, from time to time, been good enough to grant this Province 
certain measures of ad hoc relief representing, in the aggregate, roughly half 
the cost of the disastrous 1943 famine. The size of our Famine Budget in 
the current year and the heavy expenditure on the sale of subsidised food 
to the public bear testimony to the fact that the conditions created by the 
terrible calamity of 1943 have not yet passed away: and we hope arid trust 
that we shall not be denied such further assistance from the Centre as may 
prove necessary to enable us to fight and overcome these conditions. Bengal 
has never been remiss in its efforts to help Itself. Within the Provincial field 
of taxation there is not a single source of any importance which has been 
left untapped: and in the gteat. majority of cases the optimum rate has very 
nearly been reached. I am, however, examining very carefully all further 
possibilities of increasing our resources and in the present session I propose 
to seek the assent of the House to a Bill enhancing the rate of Tax on sales 
of motor spirit by 5A annas per gallon. This enhancement is expected to 
bring in an extra 75 lakhs of revenue and possessing as it does the undeniable 
merit of not adding to the cost of living of the poorer classes the measure, 
I hope, will receive the ready approval of the House. 
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Conclusion. 

So far as the formal presentation of the Estimates is concerned I have 
done; but before I resume my seat I should like to say a few words about 
the stupendous nature of the task that lies ahead of us. This Province finds 
itself involved in the present acute and world-wide food crisis before it has 
had time to recover from the effects of the last disastrous famine. To make 
matters worse, a devastating flood has just taken a very heavy toll of its all 
too slender resources in food, cattle and material wealth. Government must 
and will do everything that is possible to alleviate distress and to extricate 
the Province from its present unfortunate plight. This, however, is not, 
by itself, sufficient. As I have already explained, the budgetary plans for 
the current year seek to achieve more than the bare repair of ravages caused 
by flood, famine and war. They lay down the foundations for the great 
work of national reconstruction calling for united and devoted labour in the 
fields of Health and Education, Agriculture, Commerce and Industry. For 
the successful execution of this noble task we depend on the help and 
co-operation of all parties and classes and I fervently appeal to all sections 
of the House — and through them to the country at large — to stand shoulder 
to shoulder with Government for the fulfilment of our common objective 
which is the building up of a better, healthier and happier Bengal. I cannot 
do better in this connection than to recall to the House the stirring words 
uttered by the HoiCble Chief Minister immediately on his assumption of 
office — 

“We shall work in a spirit of service, fully conscious of the tremendous 
burden of our responsibilities; and in this task we shall need the assistance of 
the best brains of the Province, and from outside the Province where 
necessary, and the co-operation of men of goodwill." 

APPENDIX I. 

Bengal Budget, 1946-47. 


[The figures are in thousands of rupees.] 


Revenue. 

Opening Balance 
Revenue Receipts 
Receipts from Debt Heads 


Total 


Expenditure. 

Revenue Expenditure 
Capital Expenditure 
Expenditure on Debt Heads 
Closing Balance 


Total 


Net Result. 

Surplus + 

Deficit — 

(a) On Revenue Account 

(b) Outside Revenue Account 

(c) Net, excluding Opening Balance . . 


Actuals, Budget, 

1945-46. 1946-47. 


3,64,81 7,65,50 

44,82,75 42,50,66 

1,18,58,82 1,18,42,49 


1,67,06,38 1,68,58,65 


39,05,81 52,20,69 

-6,46,70 2,22,79 

1,26,81,77 1,11,48,75 

7,65,50 2,66,42 


1,67,06,38 1,68,58,65 


-f-5,76,94 —9,70,03 

-1,76,25 +4,70,95 

+4,00,69 -4,99,08 
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APPENDIX II. 

DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME. 
Abstract. 


[The figures are in thousands of rupees.] 

Budget Estimate, 
1946-47. 



< — 

Voted. 

-A “V 

Charged. 

A — Revenue Account — 



7 — Land Revenue 

3,89 

15 

10 — Forest 

19,62 

141 

18 — Irrigation 

73,84 


25 — General Administration 

1,17 


29 — Police 

2,00 


37 — Education — General 

54,76 


38 — Medical 

2,46,32 


39 — Public Health 

76,00 


40 — Agriculture 

41,45 


41 — Veterinary 

1,01 


42 — Co-operation 

4,30 


43 — Industries — Industries 

31,63 


43 — Industries — Cinchona 

3,39 


47 — Miscellaneous Departments 

1,03 


50 — Civil Works 

3,81,85 


57 — Miscellaneous 

1,01,19 


Total (Revenue Account) 

10,43,45 

1,56 


V_ 

"V — — — ' 


10,45,01 

B — Outside Revenue Account — 



68 — Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, Embank- 
ment and Drainage Works 

70,00 


71 — Capital outlay on schemes of Agricultural Improve- 
ment and Research 

41,70 


72 — Capital outlay on Industrial Development 

53,68 


Total (Outside Revenue Account) 

1,65,38 




■y — ' f 


1,65,38 


Grand Total 


12,10,39 
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7— Land Revenue. 


[The figures are in thousands of rupees.] 
Budget Estimate, 
1946-47. 

a 


Voted. Charged. 


Simplification of the existing Land Revenue system on the 


basis of the Land Revenue Commission’s Report 

3,89 

15 


4,04 


10 — Forest. 



Improvement of communications, buildings and water- 
supply in Government Forests 

7,40 

82 

Rehabilitation of existing Government Forosts 

4,56 

36 

Afforestation in the district of Nadia 

3,29 


Conservation of private forests and afforestation of private 
waste lands 

1,92 

23 

Provision for training of technical and other personnel 

1,92 


Creation of a Soil Conservation Circle 

53 



19,62 

1,41 


21,03 


18— Other Revenue Expenditure financed from Ordinary Revenue. 

Budget 

Estimate, 

1946-47. 

Re-excavation of derelict irrigation tanks . . . . . . 30,00 

Minor provincial irrigation and drainage schemes . . . . 20,24 

Relief and rehabilitation irrigation schemes . . . . . . 10,00 

Planning of a comprehensive irrigation and drainage scheme for the whole 
of Bengal excepting Western Bengal . . . . . . 6,00 

Excavation and re-excavation of silted up small irrigation and drainage 
channels . . . . . . . . . . 5,00 

Extension of irrigation facilities by construction of wells, etc. . . 2,0°> 

Collection of hydrological data (gauge and discharge observation of 
principal rivers and silt and salinity observation) in Mymensingh and 
Eastern Divisions . . . . . . • • . . 1,62 

73,84 


25 — General Administration. 

Appointment of additional Circle Officers . . . . . . 1,17 

29— Police. 

Increase of self-propelled watercraft for police forces in riverine districts 2,00 
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37— Education— Gtneral. 

Budget 

Estimate 

1946-47. 


Increasing the salaries of existing primary school teachers . . 20,06 

Encouragement of Post-graduate research . . . . . . 10,00 

Immediate improvement of the Bengal Engineering College, Sibpur . . 5,00 

Equipment and machinery for Government Institutions . . 4,00 

Further education and technical training of eir-servicemen . . 3,50 

Scheme for sending students abroad for training in various courses of 

technology . . . . . . . . . . 2,66 

Grants to Jadavpur College . . . . =» . . . . 2,40 

Training abroad of students selected in 1946-47 . . . . 2,28 

Expansion of girls’ secondary education to provide more matriculates for 
primary school training . . . . . . . . 1,50 

Strengthening of Headquarters staff for supervision of the new system of 

education . . . . . . . . . . 1,05 

Expansion of training facilities for graduate women teachers . . 67 

Improvement of 50 selected high schools of the province . . 66 

Deputation of officers of the Education Department in connection with 
primary school training . . . . . . . . 46 

Training of the staff of Primary Training Schools . . . . 46 

Appointment of Physical training instructresses in the Women’s Training 

Schools . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Training of nursery school trainers and teachers . . . . £ 

54,76 


38— Medical. 

Increase in the number of hospital beds and provision of new beds in rural 

areas .. .. .. .. .. 1,70,0C 

Rehabilitation and improvement of existing hospitals . . . . 25,06 

Establishment of a temporary Medical College at the Lake area in Calcutta 
with a temporary 1,000 bedded hospital * . . . . . . 19,06 

Establishment of T. B. Hospital at Kanchrapara . . . . 10,76 

Creation of an Ambulance Service . . . . . . 7,54 

Conversion of the Medical School at Dacca into a Medical College and 

provision of 500 additional beds . . . . . . 6,86 

Control and prevention of venereal diseases . . . . . . 

Improvement of the Indian Mental Hospital at Ranchi . . 1,83 

Children’s Ward in Calcutta Medical College . . . . 64 

Improvement of nursing system and establishment of a Bengal Nursing 
Service . . . . . . . . t # 3 g 

Study leave ez- India to the officers of the Bengal Medical Service (Upper) 36 

Improvement of Pharmacy and Pharmacy training . , . . 1( 

2,46,3$ 
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39— Public Health. 

[The figures are in thousands of rupees.] 

Budget 

Estimate, 

1946-47. 


Rural Water-supply scheme . . . . . . . . 50,00 

Water-supply and drainage in municipal areas . . . . 20,00 

Malaria control (including intensive Malaria control in the fringe of Salt 

Water Lake area) . . . . . . . . 3,00 

Maternity and Child Welfare . . . . . . . . 1,50 

Creation of a Public Health Nutrition Organisation . . . . 1,00 

Establishment of two Leper Colonies — 

(a) At Bankura 

(b) At Peardhoba . . . . . . . . 50 


76,00 

40 — Agriculture. 


Establishment of a Central Livestock Research -cim-Breeding station . . 13,55 

Improvement of livestock industry . . . . . . 5,70 

Expansion of the Bengal Agricultural Institute, Dacca . . . . 3,73 

Goat multiplication scheme . . . . . . . . 3,02 

Expansion of Agricultural Research . . . . . . 3,00 

Organisation of the Horticultural Section for developing the fruit and fruit 

products industry 0 . . . . . . . . 2,02 

Establishment of a Livestock Breeding Farm at Kalimpong . . 1,63 

Training of lower technical personnel .. . . .. 1,63 

Expansion of the Department of Agricultural Marketing . . 1,56 

Sugarcane research . . . . . . . . 1,41 

Expansion of the District Agricultural staff for intensified work in 
demonstration, etc. . . . . . . . . 1,40 

Establishment of Agricultural Centres for training of ex-soldiers . . 80 

Establishment of a five-acre potato breeding station . . . . 64 

Development of publicity and propaganda organisation of the Agriculture 
Department . . . . . . . . . . 39 

Expansion of the commodity grading centres . . . . 38 

Purchase of tents for touring officers . . . . . . 34 

National Park . . . . . . . . . . 10 

Provision of Plant Protection staff . . . . . . 9 

Encouragement of the cultivation of fodder crops . . . . 6 


41,45 

41— Veterinary. 

Provision of better facilities for veterinary aid in Calcutta and its suburbs 64 

Expansion and reorganisation of the Bengal Veterinary College and of 
. Veterinary Vaccine Section . . . . . . . . 37 

To r 


4 
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42— Co-operation. 

[The figures are in thousands of rupees.] 

Budget 

Estimate, 

1946-47. 

Reorganisation of the staff of the Co-operative Department ■ • 4 >°° 

Development of Co-operative Irrigation Societies .. •• ^ 

4,30 


43 — Industrie* — Industrie*. 

Expansion of the Department of Fisheries in Bengal 
Reorganisation of the Department of Sericulture 

Reorganisation of existing seven nurseries and creation of nine new 
nurseries for research in mulberry cultivation, etc. 

Reorganisation, of the Peddie Reeling Institute, Malda 
Sericultural Development 

Reorganisation of the Bengal Textile Institute, Serampore 
Reorganisation of the Ceramic Institute, Calcutta 
Expansion and reorganisation of the Bengal Tanning Institute 
Appointment of Power Engineers and staff for development of electricity 
Sending abroad selected officials of the Department to receive training in 
specific subjects 

Reorganisation of the Department of I ndustries, Bengal 
Establishment of a Bengal Sericultural Training Institute 
Development of tank fisheries in Bengal 
Eish culture and Malaria 

Development of fisheries in the Sunderbans Abad areas . . - 


8,20 


7,90 


4,34 

2,91 

2,40 

1,86 

1,00 

87 

84 

80 

32 

13 


31,62 


43 — Industries — Cinchona. 

Increased production of quinine 


3,31 


47— Miscellaneous Departments. 

Establishment of a conciliation machinery for settling industrial disputes 
Development of Trade Uniops on sound lines 

Opening of new Labour Welfare Centres and improvement of existing 
ones 

Establishment of a Labour Advisory Board .. . •• 

Pijblication of a Labour Journal 


1,0 
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60 — Civil Works. 

[The figures are in thousands of rupees.] 

Budget 

Estimate, 

1946-47. 


Original Works—Buildings. 

General Administration . 

Reconstruction of District and Subdivisional Offices . . . . 6,00 

J ails . 

Improvement of Jails . . . . . . . . . • 6,00 

Police . 

Construction of Police buildings . . • • . . . . 12,00 

Education. 

Training of the staff of Primary Training Schools . . . . 16,00 

Expansion of girls’ secondary education to provide more matriculates for 

primary school training . . . . . . . . 2,60 

Improvement of 50 selected High Schools . . . . . . 1,00 

Buildings for the Dacca Intermediate College . . . . . . 50 


Medical . 

Increase in the number of hospital beds and provision of new beds in rural 
areas 40,00 

Rehabilitation and improvement of existing hospitals . . . . 20,00 

Conversion of the Medical School at Dacca into a Medical College and 
provision of 500 additional beds . . . . . . . . 20,00 

Conversion of the Campbell Medical School, Calcutta, into a Medical 

College and provision of 100 additional beds . . . . . . 20,00 

Provision of an infectious diseases hospital in Calcutta . . . . 15,00 

Establishment of T. B. hospitals — 

(a) At Aniulia . . . . . . . . . . 10,00 

(b) At Kanchrapara . . . . . . . . 3,00 

Improvement of nursing system and establishment of a Bengal Nursing 

Service . . . . . . . . . . 3,00 

Establishment of a temporary Medical College in the Lake area in Calcutta 
with a temporary 1,000-bedded hospital . . . . . . 2,00 

Creation of an Ambulance Service . . . . . . . . 1,00 

Improvement of Pharmacy and Pharmacy Training . . . . 60 

Public Health. 

Establishment of Leper Colonies — 

(а) At Peardhoba . . . . . . . . 3,60 

(б) At Bankura . . . . . . . . . . 2,00 
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[The figure* are in thousand* of rupees.] 



Budget 

Estimate, 

1946-47. 

Agriculture. 



Establishment of a Central Livestock Research-ctm-Breeding Station 


45,00 

Provision of seed stores at each thana Headquarters 


11,00 

Expansion of Bengal Agricultural Institute, Dacca 


7,27 

Sugarcane research 


6,83 

Training of lower technical personnel 


6,31 

Establishment of a Livestock Breeding farm at Kalimpong . . 


6,25 

Establishment of Agricultural Centres for training of ez- soldiers 

. . 

2,70 

Organisation of the Horticultural Section for developing the fruit and 
fruit products industry 

2,10 

Veterinary. 



Expansion and reorganisation of the Bengal Veterinary College and of 
Veterinary Vaccine Section 

5,00 

Industries. 



Reorganisation of the Department of Sericulture 

. . ' 

1 

Reorganisation of existing seven nurseries and creation of nine 
nurseries for research in mulberry cultivation, etc. 

new 

> 5,00 

Reorganisation of the Peddie Reeling Institute, Malda 

Sericultural Development 

.. 


Expansion and reorganisation of the Bengal Tanning Institute 


2,73 

Reorganisation of the Bengal Textile Institute, Serampore 

• » 

1,86 

Reorganisation of the Ceramic Institute, Calcutta 

• . 

85 

Establishment of a Bengal Sericultural Training Institute . . 

# # 

75 


Miscellaneous. 

Peace-time Fire Service . . . . . . . . 4^0 


Original Works— Communications. 

Construction and improvement of Provincial Highways, Major District 
Roads, etc. . . . . . . . . # # 92,10 


3,81,85 
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57— Miscellaneous. 


Purchase of surplus military stores 

[The figures are in thousands of rupeees.] 

Budget 

Estimate, 

1946-47 

50,00 

Peace-time fire service 

36,19 

itehousing of bustee-dwellers 

15,00 


1,01,19 


{8 — Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment and Drainage Works. 

dor Reservoir Project . . . . . . . . 70,00 


71— Capital outlay on schemes of Agricultural Improvement and Research. 

Establishment of 28 Seed Multiplication Farms . . . . 35,33 

Establishment of a Jute Seed Multiplication Farm . . . . 6,04 

Creation of a Works and Buildings Section under the Directorate of 
Agriculture . . . . . . . . . . 33 

41,70 

72— Capital outlay on Industrial Development. 

S’orth Calcutta Rural Electrification Scheme . . . . . . 20,23 

Participation in the Government of India Scheme for manufacture of 
fertilisers . . . . . . . . . . 15,00 

[ndustrial Centres . . . . . . . . . . 12,63 

Exploitation of coastal and estuarine fisheries and provision of fishing 
fleet .. .. .. .. .. 5,82 

53,68 


The Bengal Finance (Extending) Ordinance, 1946. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, with your permis- 
sion I beg to lay the Bengal Finance (Extending) Ordinance, 1946, before 
the Bengal Legislative Assembly as required under section 88(2) (a) of 
the Government of India Act, 1935. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 5-25 p.m. till 4-45 p.m. on Thursday 
the 25th July, 1946, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in tlie Assembly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, the 
25th July, 1946, at 4-45 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Nitrul Amin) in the Chair, 
7 Hon’ble Ministers and 219 members. 


STARRED QUESTION 

(to which oral answer was given) 

Adoption of recommendations regarding Public Service Commission by the 
Bengal Administration Enquiry Committee. 

*4. Mr. S. K. SAWDAY: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Chief Minister’s Department be pleased to state — 

(?) whether Government accept the recommendations with regard to the 
Bengal Public Service Commission contained in the Report of 
the Bengal Administration Enquiry Committee, 1944-45; 

(?'?) if not, why not; and 

(??Y) if so, what action has been taken to give effect to these recommenda- 
tions? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state wbat action in parti- 
cular has been taken to give effect to the recommendations — 

(/’) that Ministers should have no hand whatever in the appointment, 
promotion, transfer or posting of any officer of lower status than 
a Secretary or Deputy Secretary to Government or a head or 
deputy head of a department.; 

(?7) that, the Commission should ordinarily not be asked to suggest the 
names of more candidates than there are vacancies; and 

(in) that the Commission’s Report should be published in toto? 

Mr. 8YED ABDUS SALIM (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 
Suhrawardy) : (fl)(?) The recommendations are still under consideration of 

Government and no decision hat yet been taken except in regard to the 
recommendation referred to in question (b)(iii). 

( H ), (in), (b) (?) and (ii) Do not arise. 

(ui) It has been decided that this recommendation need not he accepted 
for the present. 

Mr. A. F. STARK* Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to explain 
wHh reference to answer (b)(iii) wbat are the reasons for the decision that 
this recommendation need not be accepted for the present? 

Mr. SYED ABDUS SALIM: The whole matter is under examination. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: W T ill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to explain 
what consideration is needed to decide the question as to whether the Public 
Service 'Commission’s report should be published in toto? 

Mr. SYED ABDUS SALIM: I ask for notice. 
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Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether Government has given its careful consideration 
while deciding that the Commission's report should not be published in toto 
and, if so, what are the reasons which actuated Government to take that 
decision? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question was already put by Mr. Staik and has 
been answered. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Government has decided 

rhat the report need not be published in toto. I am asking for the reasons 
for this decision. 

Mr. SPEAKER: This very question was put by Mr. Stark and the 
Parliamentary Secretary has given the answer. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: I am asking, in view of the 

fact that Government has taken a decision, what were the reasons for the 
Government’s decision and notice on what is asked for by the Hon’ble 
Minister? 

(No reply.) 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the answer that the whole 
recommendation is under the consideration of Government, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what is the special reason for selecting out of 
the whole recommendation this portion and taking a decision on it? 

Mr. SYED ABDUS SALIM: It is not a permanent decision. It is a 
tentative decision only. Still the matter is under examination. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state how 
long it w-ill take Government to consider that Ministers should have no hand 
whatever in the appointment, transfer or posting of any officer of lower status 
than a Secretary or Deputy Secretary to Government or a head or deputy 
head of a department? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question docs not arise because the answer is 
already there — it is under the consideration of Government. 

Mr. A. F. 8TARK: May 1 explain the position? My question is how 
Jong will this consideration take. 

Mr. SYED ABDUS SALIM: Departmental examination has been made 
and the matter is under the consideration of the Hon’ble Chief Minister. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question was how long it would take for the 
Government to come to a decision. 

Mr. SYED ABDUS SALIM: Ido not know. I think very shortly. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
give us some idea as to the time when they are going to take a final decision? 

Mr. SYED ABDUS SALIM: It is not possible for me to give the time, 

GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Finance (Extending) Bill, 1946. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I beg to introduce 
4he Bengal Finance (Extending) Bill, 1946. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: On a point of order, Sir. Can tk? 
Hon’ble Minister introduce a Bill without giving us notice for sending 
amendments? Sir, I think he cannot prove that notices were sent to us 
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right to submit our amendments. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Notice was sent to th© members on the 13th. 


Mr. NISHITHA MATH KUNDU: We have not received and I do not 
know if any of our friends received. 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAYA: I do affirm that I have not 
received any. 

Mr, SPEAKERS Might be, but it was sent. At that time there was no 
postal strike. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDARS Is the Speaker satisfied that 
notices were sent ? 


Mr. SPEAKER: I am only concerned with sending of notices. I do not 
know whether those notices reached the members or not. The party whips, 
I understand, have got them from the office. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: On a point of order, Sir. 
This raises a very important qiiestion. The intention of the provision to 
have to give notice to members entails that members must have been given 
that notice which they reasonably may receive. If after despatch of the 
notice, either through the default of somebody in the office or somewhere else 
the notices are not sent actually to the members and members fail to receive 
ihem, a very important issue arises. In view of the postal strike, it may 
be that the notices have not reached honourable members. Therefore, 
honourable members have been deprived of the opportunity of exercising 
their rights and powers with regard to this Bill regarding which they might 
have taken some decision. I, therefore, ask for your ruling, whether it is 
your intention that even in the event of notices not reaching members, not 
one or two members but not reaching members wholesale, you would still like 
suclh business to be proceeded with in this House. It would be setting a very 
dangerous precedent. Will you kindly also ascertain as to how many 
members have not got notice by asking them to rise in their seats before you 
pioceed with this Bill? 

Mr. SPEAKER: So far as this Bill is concerned, the office was not 
satisfied by only sending these letters by post but the whips of the parties 
were also informed and it is presumed that all the members have known by 
this time the last date for receiving amendments to this Bill. From now we 
have made the arrangement on account of tihe postal strike to inform the 
party whips of the last date for receiving amendments with regard to other 
Bills that will be coming up before this House. I think that will satisfy the 
House. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NARAYAN MUKHERJI : I have been informed 
only this day that notices of amendments for the Howrah Improvement 
Trust Bill will have to be given by tomorrow. As to other Bills, we have 
not been served with any notice whatever. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What other Bills you mean? 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NARAYAN MUKHERJI: I mean this Finance 
Bill. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In this matter I would like to hear the Leader of the 
Opposition, because this is a very small Bill and if the Opposition really feel 
that they have been deprived of a very valuable right by not receiving this 
letter for notice of amendments, this may be deferred, but so far as this Bill 
is concerned, I think that question cannot arise. 
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Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY! It is not a question whether a Bill is a 
rimall or a big one. It is a question of the privilege of the members of this 
House and we feel that every member ought to get proper notice of a, Bill 
which the Government seeks to introduce. Therefore I should submit that 
this Bill should not be taken up now. 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Sir, I most respectfully 
submit that when it is foreseen that by post notices cannot reach the members, 
provision is made usually to send those notices by messengers and that is 
why Calcutta addresses of members are kept. It was foreseen that, due to 
the postal strike, notices, even if despatched, could not reach the members. 
It was, therefore, the duty of the office to take additional trouble, in these 
circumstances, either to postpone the measure or to send the notices by special 
messengers. There are instances when special messengers have been sent to 
see that notices reach the members in time before a Bill is taken up in this- 
House. I submit this fact for your consideration and hope you will pay your 
attention to it while giving your ruling. 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, this is a very 
small Bill and if the members from the Opposition desire to move amend- 
ments, and if you will relax the rule and permit them to move their 
amendments on the floor of the House, I have no objection. We can 
consider those amendments here and now. (Cries of “No, No” from the 
Opposition Benches.) It is only a two-clause Bill and as far as I can see it 
is also a non-controversial Bill. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: It is not a non-controversial Bill. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Sir, we have not seen the* 
Bill and we cannot say whether it is controversial or non-controversial. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The adjournment motion is fixed for 5 p.m. today. 
The Bill cannot be finished today. So far as the introduction is concerned, 
that may be done now and Secretary will read the short title of the Bill. 

(Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.) 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, I beg formally to oppose the 
introduction of the Bill. I want to reserve my speech until the Bill is taken 
up. It cannot be done now. It will take more than a few minutes left. 

Mr. SPEAKER: We have got two or three minutes more. You can 
start speaking now. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, I oppose the introduction of 
the Bill. The reason is this : it is a tax imposing Bill and we want to> 
oppose all manner of taxes for various reasons. The first reason is this : we 
have read, Sir, in the statement made by the Finance Minister yesterday how 
they have become guilty of the criminal wastage of public money. We have 
seen that on the boat construction matter Government have wasted Us. 1J 
crores of public revenues. A Government which is responsible for the 
criminal wastage of such an amount cannot be entrusted with any money 
whatsoever, and for this reason on principle I oppose the introduction of the 
Bill. Moreover, so far as this Bill is concerned, the object is this that the 
Bill was passed in the year- 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: On a point of order, 
Sir. I would like to have a ruling from you whether there can be any 
opposition to a motion for introduction of the Bill. I would 'submit, that 
introduction of the Bill is not a motion at all, and if it is not a motion, I 
wonder how there can be any opposition to its introduction. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Sir, time is up. Therefore 
we can only proceed with the business of the House, namely, the adjournment 
motion. 
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Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I gave notice of an 
adjournment motion which runs thus: that this Assembly do now stand 
adjourned to discuss a definite matter of urgent public importance and of 
recent occurrence, namely, the acute distress that lhas come to prevail m the 
different parts of Bengal owing to the failure of the Government of Bengal 
to reduce the abnormally high prices and to maintain adequate supply of 
rice. 

In rising to move this motion, I wish to assure, at the very outset, that 
this motion has been tabled in no spirit of acrimonious debate or political 
fussing. The situation has become too grave for any such thing. In moving 
this motion, therefore, I want to impress upon all sections of this House the 
extreme gravity of the situation and to remind them of the very great 
responsibility that lies on their shoulders as also the very great obligation 
they have to discharge to the people of Bengal. It is the declared policy of 
the Congress never to treat food as a matter of narrow party politics, and 
what shall be said today from this side of the House, will not be said with 
the object of making any political capital. But, Sir, we would he failing in 
our duty if we do not be free and frank, even rude and unpleasant, for if the 
facts themselves are unpleasant, we also cannot mince matters and shall have 
to be unpleasant and 'there is no way out of it. 

What is the situation today? Before three years could elapse after the 
famine of 1943, we have to face another famine of perhaps greater magnitude 
and intensity. In examining the causes of the last famine, the Famine 
Enquiry Commission has remarked “We cannot avoid the conclusion that it 
lay in the power of the Government of Bengal by bold, resolute and well- 
conceived measures at the right time to have largely prevented the tragedy 
of the famine as it actually took place.” We liad hoped, Sir — and we 
hoped against hope in spite of the communal composition of this Ministry 
— that the lessons of 1943 would not perhaps be lost on them and bold, 
resolute and well-conceived measures would be coming at the right time. I 
confess with dismay that disillusionment came too soon; we found in the 
behaviour of the present Government an almost exact repetition of the same 
old behaviour that brought about the disaster in 1943. When the first 
symptoms of famine appeared this time, the Government instead of becoming 
careful, began, as of old, issuing complacent statements. On 29th March, 
1940, Mr. S. K. Chatterji, Director General of Food, Bengal, said that the 
deficit would be to the extent of only 7 per cent, of our total requirement and 
“if everyone in the Province instead of taking his accustomed meal took only 
1 chhatak and a quarter less in every seer of l(i ehliataks, this saving itself 
would wipe off the deficit.” “Government wish to make it quite certain 
that there shall he no famine this year”, repeated Mr. Chatterji on 30th May, 
1946; “1940 is not 1943” was his trumpet-blast. On 14th June, 1946, the 
Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy declared at a Press Conference — I notice that he 
is absent from the House today when such an important adjournment motion 
is being discussed on the floor of the House — “Government wish to make it 
clear that if the public fared the position with confidence” — he did not tell 
ns, Sir, how the public can have confidence in almost the same set of people 
responsible for the 1943 tragedy and even now behaving in the same old way 
— well “if the public faced the position with confidence, Bengal could avert 
the danger of famine.” “The reason for panic was”, he added, “the greed 
of the profiteers and the d>sire to hoard as much as possible.” It is the 
same old device of shifting the entire blame on the profiteers with the 
difference that there was no assurance this time of searching under the 
taktaposhes. Though meant for home consumption, these statements have 
done immense harm abroad and have created the impression that matters are 
not very serious her^ In fact, Sir Robert Hutchings, the Food Secretary 
to the Government of India, has openly said on June 7, 1946 , that “Bengal 
would he self-sufficient this year”. But what was the actual situation? Nat 
-only there was an over-all deficit, hut in some places rice was totally 
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unavailable. I need not take up the time of the House by reading out the 
series of press reports as also the reports daily pouring in into our office, 
but suffice it to say, that starvation on a fairly wide scale has already begun. 
There are large areas where people are living on kachu and jack-fruits. It 
is now well-establishejd that one Hacha Shaikh died of starvation in 
Netrokona; a report published in the Calcutta Press on 16th May, 1946, 
stated that the dead body found near the Ration Office at Eden Gardens was 
examined by the police and it was admitted in the post-mortem certificate 
that the death was due to starvation. Slhri Rajanikanta Pramanik, a 
Congress member of this House, stated in a public statement that Bepin Das 
o f Parbatipur (Midnapur) committed suicide by hanging on account, of 
starvation. A mother at Bankura attempted to strangle her own baby, being 
unable to endure tbe pangs of hunger (Hindu sthan Standard , 30th May, 
1946). Many such reports have been published in the Press and have gone 
on contradicted so far. Then, again, Sir, the usual flow of destitutes has 
begun, as also the mass exodus from villages in search of food elsewhere. 

Well, what is tbe real situation where rice is supposed to be available? 
In the completely rationed areas the price for coarse rice is fixed at Rs. 10. 
I have here, Sir, a few samples of coarse rice and if you examine them you 
will be convinced that it requires a bovine stomach, not a human one, to 
assimilate them. The price for tbe medium grade is Rs. 15, though in 
reality this is the coarse rice. How many middle-class families are in a 
position now to pay such high prices? But the situation is far more serious 
in non-rationed areas. Even the Government had to admit — Mr. S. K. 
Chatterjee had to admit as late as the 13th instant — that the usual rate in 
non-rationed areas now is about Rs. 18 to Rs. 20 per maund, though there are 
areas where the price is as high as Rs. 21-4. Everyone knows that these 
figures have no connection with realities. Even Mr. Akbar Ali, m.l.a. (a 
member of the Government Party), has openly confirmed that allegation in a 
public statement. But even accepting Government figures, we might ask, 
and ask legitimately, are these prices within the reach of the common people? 
Starvation is a cerlainty if prices remain at that level and if those things 
continue, the people of Bengal would be found obliging the present Govern- 
ment not by eating a chatak less but by eliminating the problem of their 
feeding altogether by quitting the land of living. 

Why have things come to such a pass? Things have come to such a paBS 
because an irresponsible and callous Government have deliberately allowed 
things to come to such a pass. The deficit is to the extent of 7 per cent . — it 
can be met by internal economies alone — that was the burden of their song. 
I shall not take the House through the maze of figures but the report pub- 
lished by the Bengal Congress Assembly Party states that the deficit is not 
7 per cent, but 20 per cent, of our total requirement. On the basis of a 
population of 65 millions there will be thus no food for 13 millions. Yet it 
is strange that when the situation is so grave and even the Food Director, 
Bengal, had estimated the deficit to be 7 per cent, or 750,000 tons, 
Mr. Hoover said that according to his calculations with which the Govern- 
ment of India are in full agreement — mark his words — the outside help 
Bengal requires this year would be only 302,000 tons. Who is responsible 
for this gross under-estimate? Why the Bengal Government have not come 
forward with any contradiction? Would it be wrong to assume that the 
Bengal Government are not serious about combating famine or about securing 
imports from outside? 

Then, Sir, what is the stock position? In a public statement published 
by the Press on 19th July, 1946, I have challenged the Government to deny 
if the figures they gave out at the recent conference of District Officers and 
District Food Controllers at the Government House do not reveal that the 
stocks in band are sufficient to meet the needs of the rationed areas for three 
months from the 1st July and the need of non-rationed areas for five weeks 
from the 1st July. Even this supply can be maintained if rice is supplied 
only to high price areas and there only to the one-third of the population, 
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viz., “A” class ration-card holders and to them again at the rate of 2 seers 
per adult per week and 1 seer per child. That means * ‘non-high price” 
areas will be left out, B and C class ration-card holders would also be left to 
their fate and even the A class would receive rations at a rate much below 
the minimum nutritional standard. What is this if, it is not a famine? 

Yet the Government have not woken up to their sense of responsibility. I 
shall not, Sir, recount in details every point of the Food plan adumbrated by 
this party but I shall speak today about three points m particular. The 
fiist point is that there must be imports on a substantial scale. In spite of 
what might be said by a Director whom the Calcutta High Court thought 
unfit to hold the post of even a District Magistrate, such a huge gap cannot 
be closed by internal economies alone. We might say that had the Govern- 
ment of Bengal been active at the proper moment, the thin trickle of 
imports could have turned into a big stream by now. But what is more 
important is that the present inefficient, corrupt and communal system of 
distribution should be at once scrapped. The unofficial U. S. Food Mission, 
the Food Adviser to the Government of India— all of them have been 
unanimous in their condemndation of Bengal Government. The famine 
Enquiry Commission recommended that all towns with a population of 
25,000 and over should be put on complete rationing. What is it but stark 
inefficiency, if the Bengal Government have not yet been able to put this 
suggestion into effect? Is it not a fact that one of the reasons why the 
Government of India have shown preference to Madras over Bengal, is that 
Madras has far more extensive rationing than Bengal? Well, Sir, it is well- 
known today that the whole system is inefficient, corrupt and communal. 
The entire system is run under the fiat of officers — we all know what type of 
officers— without the least vestige of popular supervision and control. Why 
is it, Sir, that the Union Food Committees have become, as a rule, the 
bottlenecks of corruption? Why is it that even Government officers not only 
share the booty, but what is amazing, break the law, with impunity and 
encourage black-marketing with written official orders. Here is one instance. 
It is an order by the Subdivisional Controller of Civil Supplies, Basirhat,’ 
and runs thus: — 


To 


"GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 

Of* ice of the Sunni visional Controller of Civil Suitlies, Basiriiat. 
Memo. No. 2239/11 /X-5. 

Basiriiat, the 14th June, 1946.' 

(1) H - V; (2 > Messrs - G - B - Sen > (3) Messrs. A. C. Pal, 

(4) Messrs P N. Jiasu (5) Messrs. J. N. Kumlu, (6) Messrs. Md. 

t l’ vr 11 ” Mo !l' lo i (Q Messrs. A. K. Banerji, (8) Messrs. B. C. Bose, 
(9) Messrs D. N. Nath, (10) Messrs. S. A. Mahbub, (11) Messrs. 
A. bayed (Licensees of F. G. Rice and Paddy, Basirhat). 

further orders, jou are exempted from issuing cash memo. 

iJiriTk isaj' "S imT 1 ,o c ”" doc ‘' Mine ,tich jout 


Sd. Illegible, 

Subdivisional Controller of Civil Supplies , Basirhat . 11 

IV hat is this if it is not a direct and official encouragement of black-market- 
ing mow dare an officer issue such an order unless he is confident that 
he has nothing to fear from higher quarters? That is an indication of the 
extent of corruption in the present Government. Then, what about com- 
munalism? Is it not a fact that dealers are selected on communal grounds, 
even when they have no sufficient capital for the necessary deposit and can- 
not, as a result, take delivery of rice for areas they are supposed to serve? 
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Why is it that fishermen of Chandpur and Namasudras of Dacca have been 
excluded from food supplies in favour of Muslims? Is it not a fact that a 
multi-purpose co-operative society has been allowed to function in Kishore- 
ganje under official patronage on the apparent plea of food supply, though 
it is in reality an agency of communalism and an instrument for oppression? 
Y v hy is it that the ration shops in Munshiganj are, as a rule, exempted from 
check, if they are owned by Muslims? Why is it that in appointment, 
distribution of patronage and so on, communalism is the sole guiding policy, 
even when the common people have to suffer? On 5th July, 1945, the 
Baswnati published the story of a Muslim officer in the Audit Branch of the 
Rationing Department who started, with the girl employees of the Depart- 
ment as members, a club for spreading sex knowledge with very bad conse- 
quences. Has any action been taken against him? 

Sir, the time at my disposal is short. It is said that the epics of Homer 
took a few years to recite, but the great epic of the misdeeds of the Bengal 
Government will take decades for recital in extenso. I shall not therefore 
make that effort. But in conclusion, I like to touch briefly on another sub- 
ject and that is procurement. It is now well-known that procurement has 
failed. Well, Sir, it is bound to fail. The first pre-requisites of successful 
procurement are the ability of the Government to feed the entire people all 
through and the faith of the people in that ability. We can assert without 
any fear of contradiction that those pre-requisites are completely absent here. 
The honourable members of the Communist Group have suggested that there 
should be almost monopoly procurement. The Government, I understand, 
are also contemplating of introducing a selective requisitioning scheme under 
which all stocks above 250 maunds will be requisitioned. 1 make it clear 
that we certainly urge upon the Government to deal with a heavy hand all 
big stockists who have so long been allowed as a matter of fact to thrive 
with Government connivance. But we are equally firm in our opinion that 
unless the Government set their own house in order fliey have no right and 
they will not succeed in their effort to demand of the people their little stock 
of food. 

I started by saying that this motion has not been moved to make any 
political capital for the situation is too grave and food in our opinion is 
always a matter above party politics. But from the facts of the situation we 
are constrained to say that it is the Government who have taken ^this oppoi/ 
tunity to turn food into a matter of their party politics and to utilise this 
occasion to consolidate the Muslim League in Bengal at the cost of the lives 
of millions of Moslems and Hindus. We say, Sir, the Government have 
been toying with human lives. Is it not a fact that one of the very highest 
officers of Bengal said at the Conference of District Officers and Food Con- 
trollers held at the Government House that ‘‘there is a real danger of Bengal 
talking herself into a famine” ? That is the attitude that governs the 
Bengal Government today. 1 say, Sir, that such a monstrous statement in 
the face of the grim and impending tragedy can go unpunished only in a 
subject country like India. Had it been a free country, a person making 
such a statement would have been not only compelled to forego, his 
Rs. 10,000 or so every month but have had to undergo public trial for such 
callous, irresponsible and nonsensical statements. The Congress is always 
prepared to lend a helping hand in combating the famine, but it will 
certainly have nothing to do with the Government so long as they are not 
intent upon initiating a real anti-famine programme but continue this 
present corrupt and communal policy. The Congress will be happy to 
work out, in common with the Government, a Food Plan, provided that 
such a Food Plan really aims at serving the people. But if the Govern- 
ment in their intoxication of power — artificial power, supplied irom the 
power-house of Clive Street, though it is — try to play the game of 
communalism and corruption 

(Here the red light was lit.) 

One minute, Sir. 
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Mr. 8PEAKER: The rule is very rigid in this matter. I am sorry I 
I cannot allow you more time. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: I have almost finished. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I hope you have finished your speech. In this matter 
I will have to be very strict. I hope you will excuse me. 

Dr. 8URESH CHADRA BANERJI : RRrtftr Speaker toTO ! TOR ftw* 4 fro 4R# 
tfTO % cn* ?fTO& " p firo toTOr TOjfatrc TO' su Rft i TO4R 

<?£ *py Rfr rr to* c*M to to w i <?£ ?p3Rft 

1 ‘This Assembly do now adjourn to discuss a definite matter of urgent 
public importance and of recent occurrence, namely, distress, panic 
and almost famine conditions prevailing at present in many parts 
of Bengal due to the continued rise in the price of rice and paddy 
due to inefficiency in the system of distribution of these two articles 
from Government godowns resulting in irregular supply even of 
the insufficient ration prescribed under the modified rationing 
scheme on the one hand and in gradual increment of black-market- 
ing with its attendant evils of bribery and corruption on the 
other.” 

<4$ 

Mr. K. NOORUDDIN: On a point of order. Can an honourable 
member who speaks English speak in any other language? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid he used Bengali language always in the 
last Assembly. 

Dr.SURESH CHANDRA BANERJI : RftTO WF3 — TO R1 I 

Mr. ABU TAIYAB MAZHARUL HAQUE: On a point of order. Is 
the honourable member in order to speak about his own motion which has 
been disallowed? He is speaking on another motion that has been 
disallowed. 

Mr. SPEAKER: He is on the same subject but lie is using the language 
\>f his own^motion. 

Dr.SURESH CHANDRA BANERJI : CR eft furore TO^ TO tT*R frofr 

cr Rt*TO wi t iv tof? t ?rr ?: *t, n , srito cro frog i toto cr-r cro 

fir*\ toto ’tfiwm to cron i tori wtft 0 ^ ^88 to tor toto' ^ 

RtRlfaR CTO v|C5t CO =T^ cm TOl f^t'C*I£^ 1 ^R ’tCR'G (/^fR WUf RRf^tRl CRCT> f^T I 

Tor * ’crsti to crofc ri$, ftfroR cTO wr fcrfir, W3 cTO rto TOR 
toc?r 'S to R fwtflRi cfo % 1 TO*R :>s*8* TO^ fwfroraR TO ^rrTOr 

RfTOS ^TtTOT CR TOR TO OTTO frtTO RtRT % CR$ TOR TO TOTOft RtTO Rt^S 

^oi\^C\ioc\ ^rr f% 8C\ i>Rn 9 trns sir (TO 1 tot TORR c^rTO cTO i 

TOR TOtftTO I TO ^8C*t CR TOr Rtff fTO^TO I Rift *R TOR 2[tOT 
CTO^PRl TO TOtTR? RCTO — RR^, TORI 051 ^fRR RRTO I TOR TO RR^jfis 00\ l?Rn 

*fRT5 TOH^I 8IC fTO ?[ttR Rtf% — TOT^3 CRpt TOR RR Rf$C^— RtTO RtBTO 08\ frtRH 

TO^ CTO ^ I TOfif Civil Supply Inspectors ^Ttt, Circle Officer 
jr; I fTO ^tUR — Modified rationing scheme ?n TOR T ^^T 

^51 TOTOT ^P^T (R 7 ? Wtf% irsTTO Civil Supply Inspector 4 faro 

I ^R (RtTR CTO f^5 4 *TTO CTO TOn Ofe I 

f%fa[ TO c-tl^ 1 (RtTOR fw^Ri RTOT \5Ri tot — f% r’^?t tot, f%fir temporary 
officer, ^5R TOft ^ttRl *R, OTR c^lR l TO^R wholesaler^TT 

5 ^ C^tTO, OT^TR ^ fro ^RX3 CTO ^ I f%fi[ W*H TORI TO TOl 
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«R7 Wf TOtm 4* CBR <R*H TO ** l TO TOl distributor v&m vs RR tot ft 

i 4<3tR ct*to to* *t? to cro* r cro torr* TO^*-^f at torr i ojr *ro tjf%- 
C5h c*wq c*t i to^R to 3 R** (^tfm n*tp? to — tor »ot to to t 

jffQ wholesale dealers TfR, TO distributor^ TO5 1 to ^5tm farTO! *R 

c^r tf’sr crsin m ^ i wrt* toto? BftR TO Bt’^r cw'Q^n tos s’*r i trto *rettrc tot coo 
:R Btk CTOn s* l TOtm Naria Unions t[R TOfc TOR CTOR TO I Modified 
Rationing Scheme TOTO (TfTO *to trto nSttv A, B, C, (R'ft* (tftTO Btk C*TQ*1 OT, 
SR’u* TO B,G8\b *<1 Btto Wt? I TO <TO*1 s’tR v**R ^,OBJ5 *=11 A Grouper ?ft 
(TfQTl 3TT ^R'lR *tPT trtt HOO ^ Btto* TOR I to C?TO (RTO ^TTOTO fTOt, CTOT 5 ? 
ti’zm ^ to 08vjoc N ?ri <?rTO 's* ^ ’tsr 0T3TO *T*rt bi’c^r to to * 8 n rc n toi tot 
C5R 4*“ SR^R TO (71 TORR 'Q €tto (TO ^to ^1 CT*fT3 *£* TO CRT I 

\oHC5T ^toTR'Q TO Btk 0T331 5f?t 'oRC'H TO5 ^5Rl CTOt C3CB TOP03 TOC* I <4t TOtR 
to Civil Supply Inspector 4** wholesale dealers ?$ *R*R TO< 6 t TO to TstTO 
3f$tre <7R 4 toft* Bt’«T C'T'Q^D 3U I *^ft$ 4oft* Btk to* (TROo (7T*ft\5 C* CBRl- 

Rto *r to TO 4?i ^ pm ^oRoR* tfoTO i «hRR rt (TO'a to *r* to to i to* 

&U tpTO cb^ B^r^n i ^ cw^n ^fr^R ’Ttftre ^tc^, wholesalers 

7 { j Distributors ^tC5, Bt’=T ^1 ’iOT *(R cw^?n *l?r n^tof 

c«Ri C'JR ^R'Q ^ c^, *n <rr=r, r Bt’^ i to br to ^ ItotorR, 

’aflfif to?f (R $ton?fl OT^f^R *\ Bt *T OTQ^Tl STR f^T, (RT^flT-T 3 Tt3 0 ?t?J 

(Tf^^n OTT^ I (TT^ItlR ^ Bt’^T CTOT1 ^ 8,5500 ^t Bt> OT^TH ^| 

tos \5R 0 CR SRI Rt3T tot *15 ^*f Bt’^T I ^Fto ^RR Bt’(R?f S C?R7B C^t^ ; 

Rf%to<F ^RRR (TPfi fro^ i ^ttof ^toptvS ^rtt ^rHot ^ Civil 

Supply Minister^]^ ^’(Rtot^—R^ BR «R^t«t (to Trf? BR 

t )5580 ’ItC^R ? 1%*^ '^HR Eft’ll ^ B <FR *TI ^otstor ^R ^ff^RR ^Ri (£tos I Modi- 
fied rationing scheme ^FprtR <?rR flto^TS Bt’^t ^ ^oR <tR^i l 

A Class^l^ (Rt^OT tot Bfto Rl l B 'Q C Class^j^ RUTiR *mq', 

^rt'q tr^i i ^tok ^ift « to Rtk wtk *n i sqtft >rRto tto tot <trrr 

irR <g^tt ^ ^ Rtl ^tR#R ^ ’tvtoR ^RR suggetion to 

Of, ^JTRR v^RR «tRR blc°l^ x Q 5 fR ^5R UR Bt ^Rt-TTT?t ^otR 5R, ^R* ^RW 

Btk CR05 ^ttR I W’lR TPT?R "otR^tR ^tW BR1 I Rto R^RT ^ORG ^tto 

OT^totR Wtft ^*fR, BR RtR *[R ^ttotR ^R^tft ^RR BtR RtT^ I <ut RR ^5 

wholesale rOR Bt ?5 t ,2 ^TR R>R, to^ Bt’R «RI C’t'to Ri I tfto RrR 

Rto 'QRJf «ttOf ^Rn RR '^'fR ^75 tr^> ^tto «TtoR> Bt ? R Of'QR RR ^Rto BtlRR 

?R 'CBRRRftR «tttR I ^ttft Rfs^t^RtR RdR RRBRtBR Btt Rt, ^ttto Bit 

Ot, OfTR ftpt 'ott RtORl (7t*t 5)80 RtBRR ^T5 t5 TRR *fl (RR ^T1 ^TR l ^it RtW ^tto 

^tRto ’tft q toR re RTTO ^rf| to t[to «tRR «tRR ?R^*t1 PiRl tol^ C^tt^ 

Bt’Rf^t U^fR ’RR (TT^tR C^tiR WRt A\Vl Bt’=t tors ’ttR, 'iR TRT1 ^F?P*T Bt’RR (7t ^tRRl RtW 

^ 5 tt Rits tfto ^t^tR' tors cHC'i RTcr '®r ^tkti ^r i *tto ^i *n ^U5t»r 
^tto *fp^5tR <gr0 5 to B5580 RtR OT^t TfOT (R^l ftoto ^R CBHTQ vfR^ ^]?R (TiR) 

I (R^R Bt’^l 'Q ( ftB s T RT5 toOTC^ ^^'3 SR'SR Bt ^T CRTB RRk I ^TR'G bl*5 ^itd 

’nPFtft i3R^t Bt’R TO f¥s Civil Supply Department ^ wholesaler^ ^ttor 
*ttoR ^R^t't Bt’R TOb^ r i R»Rk to! R 5t*Rr^ ^Rto — *1RR ^RR ^twtft u?R 

i tos rr^R ^ ^tbtor ot TOR TOR '©TO ^'R a RB ; T5 ^RR f c^urr 
r^r ^r i t$$R to ^rft ^ratro? TOttoR — T oot ^Rr tortt ^Rt^tto ^R TORT 

tRR WRJ 5 t <CR R R1 I RtTORl CS1 ^5 t[^R (Rtf^ (Rtf? ?RH ^*RR I ^ fTOR 

¥m to, ^ TOtofrTO R ’R WRTO *J1 C*Rl tot* cnt m TOR tor 
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Wfa I <tTTO C^Ttm TOI1W Ot St* «T 9 tfiRt s t 5t «f MHIn 

»i*fvi W5 ?rt^pi ^rror *rr os cn^ Et’^r *rron? tot faf% 5 us ^ toy? 

W 5 ? I Ahtu I S&80 ’TO TO^ffal C*T ^flW ^ra%«R — (TltTl ^|* 

?ftor ^1 1 =rofft 'sto ft’^t ato to *m«r ^n ero ur 4 4 u?itm to i *rtfa storing 
^1 procurement TO* f%| <HTO R I TO 6 ? 4TOiT Vtfip* fTOtqfaTO TO, CTOfcf 
TOrai «rtf% f^FTO blcilCHi TO^sl'ty 6 !? procurement f^JT$ tto ^t«f7 TO 5 ?, stor- 

ign^ tS^rs tor 1 TOnn distribution cr frros sre, TOm ^ TOtUR ftp? ^tt^TOin 
OH *n cTO ^1 to J ^ stffa Governments TOro TOTO 4 farm <arfaro 'Rfas 

<TO 4T S w tor ’TRtf? 'STO to sr^TO 1 rfcj or^m toyi fin 1 4 $ for 4$ 

^srejft »jm rTO TO|i 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) 

Khan Bahadur SHARFUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I am glad that I have 
got an opportunity to speak on this occasion on this adjournment motion. 
Ihe motion that has been tabled from the Opposition can be split up into 
three parts: it raises three definite specific questions. The first question is 
whether the Government has failed in keeping the price of rice down; 
secondly, in maintaining adequate supply of rice in the province; and 
thirdly, in consequence of the failure a great calamity has come over the 
whole province of Bengal. 

With regard to the rise in price 1 would state that it has got to be 
admitted that prices of rice and other foodgrains have considerably increased, 
not only in Bengal but in other parts of India. Eor this rise in price there 
are many reasons. The first reason is — and I think it cannot be denied — 
that there has been inflation of money as many as four times in India during 
tJbe last four years. 

Mr, KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: In your pocket! 

Khan Bahadur SHARFUDDIN AHMAD: So far as the facts and 
figures are concerned, I hope many members will agree to that. Many 
members may hold different views about that matter. But the question is, 
now that there is inflation of money, whether it is within the competence of 
auy Government to keep down the prices. According to economic laws the 
prices of commodities should go up as many times as there are inflations. 
According to that calculation the price of every commodity is bound to rise 
up to four times of the pre-war level. That is one view of the matter. 

Regarding the supply of rice, anyway the honourable the mover assumes 
that supply is being maintained no doubt, but his complaint is with regard 
to the quantum to the effect that in the needy areas sufficient quantity is not’ 
supplied according to the demand of consumers. 

Mr, BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: On a point of personal explanation, 
Sir. My contention was that there are areas in which there is no supply and 
inere are areas in which the supply is maintained but the arrangement for 
supply in those areas is corrupt, inefficient and communal. That is my 
contention. J 

Khan Bahadur SHARFUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, if I have read the 
resolution m the original motion, it runs thus: “This Assembly do now 
stand adjourned to discuss a definite matter of urgent public importance and 
of recent occurrence, namely, the acute distress that has come to prevail in 
tlhe different parts of Bengal owing to the failure of the Government of 
Bengal to reduce the abnormally high prices and to maintain adequate 
Bupply ot rice It does not mean that there is no supply in any part of 
the province. If I have read it correctly, it means that supply is being 
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maintained but that is not adequate in all parts of the province. In that 
view of the matter it sometimes happens that supply is not adequate. I do 
not deny that there are reasons for that. There are transhipment difficulties 
in the present day and transhipped consignments do not reach their destina- 
tion within the expected period of time. But as soon as the consignment 
arrives the situation is considerably eased. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: For that the Government is 
responsible. 

Khan Bahadur SHARFUDDIN AHMAD: Government is responsible to 
the extent which is within their means, but they cannot be held responsible 
if it is beyond their control. 

My friend the honourable the mover made a complaint that a trouble has 
arisen in Ilishoreganj subdivision with regard to the Multi-Purposes Society 
and the failure of the Government on that account. I come from the district 
of Mymensingh and I know something of the Multi-Purposes Society. I 
know how the Society is working there. With regard to that I would 
mention here for the information of the House that the Multi-Purposes 
Society in Ivislhoreganj area is working well. The only difficulty that has 
been caused has been caused to some section of the people, particularly the 
non-Muslims who had the monopoly of certain trade within that area. Sir, 
the Multi-Purposes Society is registered under the Indian Companies Act 
and its small shares have been distributed to ordinary cultivators; and that 
subdivision being populated mostly by Muslims the largest number of shares 
have gone to the Muslims. The Controlling Civil Supply Officers tihere have 
been distributing all commodities of food supply to the village areas through 
village agencies, most of whom are Muslims. It is on that account that 
some grievance is being made by some section of the people who had the 
monopoly before and who are not Muslims. That monopoly has no doubt 
been broken. Otherwise I have not heard of any serious complaint with 
regard to the working of the Multi-Purposes Society. No question of com- 
munalism, therefore, Sir, arises. Having regard to the fact that the Muslim 
population of that part of the subdivision is about 90 per cent ., it is only 
natural that largest number of Muslim shareholders will have their share in 
the distribution of the commodities. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: On a point of information, Sir. Is 
the honourable member speaking on behalf of the Government? 

Khan Bahadur SHARFUDDIN AHMAD: I am speaking on behalf of 
my constituency and of my district, and I am also placing facts before the 
House. 

Sir, the next question is, how far the Government can be held responsible. 
As I have already said, there has been some rise in prices during the last 
two months. The Ministry came into office, as every honourable member 
knows, only on the 25th of April last. So it is barely three months today. 
And before that, in Bengal, as everybody knows, the dry season begins in 
January and poor cultivators bring rice and paddy during the months of 
January, February, March and April, into the market, for that is the period 
for making purchases in Bengal market but at that time the administration 
of the country was under the permanent officials of the Bengal Government 
under the 93 regime and that Government set up a particular machinery 
called the Procurement Organisation, and in my humble opinion that 
organisation totally failed to make adequate purchases during the dry season 
of the year. But when this Ministry came into power it was already, late 
and in that view of the matter Government could not get paddy and rice. 
(A member from the Opposition Benches : What steps did the Govern- 
ment take?) What steps Government have taken, of course, that is not for 
me to state, for the Ministers and Secretaries are there and they will 
certainly enlighten the House. . So far as we know, the Ministers and 
particularly the Hon’ble Chief Minister made strenuous efforts to ease the 
5 
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situation and as a result of their three months’ work we find today that the 
situation has considerably eased both in respect of supply as well as in 
respect of prices. Our opinion is, as every one of the honourable members 
of the House knows, that prices have considerably gone down in different 
parts of the province. 

Lastly, I would suggest to the Hon’ble Minister for what it is worth a 
short period policy of supplying urgent requirements, particularly in needy 
areas. If the Hon’ble Minister in charge keeps before him a relief map 
fixing on it flags indicating, say, 5,000 or 10,000 maunds of paddy and each 
flag indicating a district and if fihe Hon’ble Minister gets any report of any 
distress in any particular area, he can at once place his finger on the parti- 
cular spot and direct the particular agency there to make immediate supply 
Horn that store to the needy area. That I think will be useful if the Hon’ble 
Minister and his department consider it worthwhile. 

With regard to tin* spirit in which the (honourable member from the 
Opposition has brought this motion, 1 naturally presume he has brought this 
motion with a view to help and co-operate with the administration and to 
serve the people who are really in distress and are suffering, and members 
sitting on this side of the House are certainly no less anxious Ilian the 
members on the other side to help and co-operate with the people of the 
Province. I would, therefore, request the members of the House belonging 
to different parties and groups to come forward with a spirit of help and 
co-operation and good feelings to assist the present. Government of the 
Province so that they can tide over t lie present difficulties by helping the 
needy and the suffering masses with their requirements. (Mr. J. C. Gupta: 
Do they want ii?) If I remember correctly, at the outset when the Hon’ble 
Ministers took their offices, the Hon’ble Chief Minister made a very clear and 
unambiguous statement that ho sought the co-operation of not only all well- 
wishers of this province bul ot the best brains of other parts of the country 
(Mr. J. C. Gupta : By words, not by deeds.) At least I, for one, thought 
that the Hon’ble Minister really meant what lie said. Of course, if honour- 
able members of the Opposition Lave discovered other things in it by private 
talk, that is not for me to say. (Laughter.) 

In the end I would offer my thanks to honourable members of the House 
for giving a patient hearing to my maiden speech today. Sir, with these 
words 1 resume my seat. 

Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA ROY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, sflwlbj thr'r 

TO TOTR C^ftR (71 <F*H (71$ 'SRffS 'sto to s’st (Several 

voices: *fro) <n 4$ Rftont ^ ^5 ^* 5^1 qft 

-jr^lar RW cr^ ^5 (A voice : ce&i 

^FfTO ^RUo RfRR ^F\5 ^aRR 

rIwrito fro rrW irftar rn cr toi tour, *rf£ ^ 

I RfaRI WC*H I *lRfl$R ^5 fi^CRR — RRR ^5 ^ 

Orttro ho Pi RRRtR RYUE RCRf^CRR — 

CSfatR CETR CR 

rr differ (tsrr tor 1 ” 

*rRf Rfa fcft cro mv&t, to tor Rfiprs^hr fro fcft ~ 

U3RR ^6tf% 5’U5 (71 RRR7, 

^5t$ ^5R *ftTOR ^tRT, 

< t r 5tU5 CRffRRI RR—^?tf% 05RR TOR I 

(Cheers!) 
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TOf*rc rocw, 

«rtw Htfn ^rtcw, 

^tcwi 'QZ'ft fnftt©^ 

c c ilC4 < i nntcw 

$ hhcethi ntrw i 
c*ffar©^ wittw, 
nf^r©^ Htcw i 

fHu$t© CH fncw, 

<?tt© <pti *rt«ft, 

TOtSt^ f-WH Hf% 1 1 

era cro few i 

4 f hc*jh tot, 

C^tHfr ©HH1 ©fa 
cvm chW3 ^ - 

Hffa *tt$ <tw 1 1 ( Loud cheers ! ) 

\stt HHf| — 4$ #tf% ^ttsm ron TO m ^tra h?to sn m i 4$ *tfrc© *ttcH h^otj 

VS *tfeHtH Tfa I 4CHH TOtfe HlH^tH ^/h C^H*© ^tf©OT HTaW I 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, ^twrTO ^rttHtFr ?[HTH H^HT, HTOH ?f©r*R *fa ^tW3 HTOH 
q*r *n*nt©tH HfHHH CH pFFtTO ^HTO HCFC5> C^frl ^TtW ^ TO 1 H^WfH fTO HH, TO1 f% ©1 
^©ire tftT:^ tfttH to©h w^h i 4 hh?i nhrtHT «r1 fe*F^ nfran Hifet© wfarn, nntw ^tHtH ^ 
sN' tnfef wtnrn 4HH 4HH?i firaifc 'swfc-rofr 4 ch fra to ch ©Th TOi nrar ntron to hi i 

qfri TOtHi Hfen* *t?t — nm nfe^ hwthh 'sTO h^ Ht*Htn iSTO hchc^ i ©tn tffe^ 5 ^^ tp^tTOtn 
jprefci hi to ntm TOr^ nfen ^tfaz© nr 7 i Toth ©fm nra frafa HTO tfratro to hi i 
K fe^ rat^, TO 7 t©tH rar^ ch hto toftt TtrTOHtH tot 4T§ ?p$tH fra TO rar^r 

sftHtH ^cron h$ rarr^H TO raiT Tcra> i ©fn f% ^wt Ttn> Ht'TO 4HH to ^tt hit 

^ -ntm fcrrtn * 5 t*T© chh ras ©m fro cHt© *rttH hi i ran fctn tf’cro to, ©i towth 

TO C*K© TOH ? 4 fra TO TtTHTtft THT© Et$ HI I CHH TOttS OT CHt^t CTO tf^ 

^tfnTO TOtH I CH TtHTH CHt^t ^rTO ©TH Hff CTO^Hf? <IHC© HI ‘ 5 ttf% ©fc’C^T CHt* 5 ! '®ftlHt < 5tT 

HTO ’ttHH HI I "HtW Ht’HtH HtHTt^tH 'S H1CH7H HtH HtC© CTO ? HtHHfa Hff TOHH 'Q ^RTQ 
TH^ r cHH H© H© HHTO HtHi ©tHl Ht^tH HI?/ H’frgi fTOH fratH HtHl tp^tH TORITO — statement 
racg>H , ^ 4$ i ^chi^ ran ch ^° s z^zm hh hi $$ nfsrra c^rtrro 

t[f%^r TOHtH WHT C©^1 TOr^ 4H“ panic I Hf? ©ft ©t^'CH ^H H^tH't f% ? 

st^cTO^ (A voice: cTO$hi,TO$) raro f^f ^Ihtoh ©t^rfHTOi, ©Ihc©h ©ttrrap 
i^TO tF Viceroy Mh CH^fntHtc© HTH%TO, “We are three million tons 

diorfc of our requirements and the world shortage of grains is such that we 
cannot hope for imports of this magnitude.” 

cnfro c ^ip nt f t htpt H©^ti> Htrro cron tocto, h!h ^th hh fnfef cron chi^ c^h \ 
TO HTOH To TO HI I TO HtTOT CHfHCH fTOlH C^ TO^l Htft I 4$ statement s’H 
RRpHtft — ©tH^tH 5tCHH HH Hfe© HT©U5 CH’HH TO hTOtH C^WH TO&t*l ^PTC^ l FtTO 
ife^fca CH©pntft HtPTH tF^ H^ra TOH HH f^TTO fef, TO HtZTTH CTO Htf©Cra O^IO^s fctHH 1 
feHHtn CH^pntftH tTTO ^tOTf WH fef ^0\ ^1, fro Viceroy statements ^H HR?R 
^ fero TO HHf^— strwH hh Htfenr^ o^ N ^tnn i h^^h (RFfHtftH t[TO % xmo 
5tCHH HH CTOCH Viceroy ^JH statements ’tH *FH Htfera — **\!00\ I C*t«T 4HF 

TO i Statement *tm panic to TOn ? ^ h^h n’®T HTO HHTO i roOT HR^ 
%rfH«ft©l ra^H Mr, S. K. Chatterjee i 4*H fnnf© TO5t ^ttHCHH CTO HH t 
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«rRR tRR cv^ vR — v? '3fct? f^F m v*R ^fw'3 v? w *Tt^ — famine 
Vtra, W CT OVR WV era ’tftR l Mr. S. K. Chatterjee, Director-General of 
Food, rac^T — vRi mT VW CTVtV 3Rl >5Rra mv, “The procurement of rice from 
1st January, 1946, up to 6th April amounted to 256,000 tons. This was greater 
than the previous year’s procurement during the same period by 166,000 tons, 

mvtm fra wi vs ra — : vri mm i 'vrfv ^R wtfv i cv cmn era 
4rvf|- cv cmrR vR cmn- cvra vfsr i c?jv cv?trv f% rar^i ^sa vfcv 
(TttttV bumper crop W- (7T$ VVR cvra to VI procurement raflR 4 v^vv vtv W 
TOTTOQ procurement <R*ft OT5 I 5586 VRV VkVtV VTfimtr? <vf?WR wRVR vtv ?R 
W I 4$?R evt mm procurement m 5 ^ 86 StwR iR C?*ff I CVVftV intensive 
procurement fR, CV4RV Government agents black marketing Ti tot I VfRV 
'fHOT district^ Tl^sf VFra surplus fas VtC*R district deficit area i <7T^rtr=T m i w? 
districts ^ N i?Rn Elm V? fm, m<n Wtfv surplus areacs cvrR v? w w* deficit 
areao® W cvft, cv4ftv ^ frvn vt fcfri cv*fl fra$ intensive procurement policy of 
Bengal wi OT%I Director-General of Food^ \$l ffaR ?*rav CV vfcv TO 

VI 3Rf vwflitvv i>s>86 Vtcv ^>R era Vs VR TOV v v 3?l VC?T3 'sfRi intensive procurement 
policy ?Ri 3R WRV } ^ 60 StWR frv CV"ft l procurement policy? vm VtV-EftRV 
W3 i5$[TO I , oR WVT Vtft cv* ? I ^fra 7 cv vra intensive procure, 

ment rara?» cv§ vra Mysore, Ceylon wtvVR vkvn era etR ERtv srraraR 

tjRH Government ?zro> i ^tro cw^ vR $$ intensive procurements? w? 6 ! f% i 

<Vtf? m f?v? era I Government c?1 ^rRp»t , 

^F«ri ^ R ^IC'O •^‘R 4 ! f^ c l ^ *Wfk — ^TlTo <6°^TR 

fwfrov ^ ffi 5 ! R»T I ^TRl $$ ,J Ff^o 'Q SftsRjR 

^ 'Q 5TTO 'QRf^R ^1 OT ^^RlUf? ?fe fe 

’RUS tR I I ^sfR — f%R Food Secretary of India I 

4$ m ^mn cm ^ I Sir Robert Hutchings, Foo 

Secretary for India, ^t'^n ^TC^TC^T, “Bengal would be self-sufficient this yes 
and at any rate would not call on the Centre for help at present while it is sti 
striving to save the people of Southern India. For the present we full 
intend to see ” 

Governments? <IT? ?HH ^$t?n VI wtfvcvt^T — HUJ ^Rt? 

31^ -mr 'ilUT? Vt’eTR GI6 C^tf5 VVVtft? #t?VRF C%U5 fra <STtWI f%f»W VtTOS ’tlf? VI 
....... (A voice : ?’rai ? ) I VFfir *\U5 & TOTR vvtm ra ? <& S. K. Chatterjee 

f%fv rarc^v — RRR m3 1 ^?tcv ^tr^R m ra i ^ I. C. S. view vnfwc| : 
cm tn« ®iwr ’R ^stw* wrt? fra vtra fromi vzw 

^fevv CV ?RR mi ?Rfl fra C^TC'Vfm I CVI?1 gR V 9 fjR 'VC Vm 

cv vra % era era, virc? f^^ivi ra dp vi <51 ?ira w vi-~ ^ 5 ? w “ 

'Q *ftei 's ^R ?rra w v" 1 

f^fv vrav, “orai cm m vtra vi 1 m mtm vi^vr 

?F^ffRtQ OTfv VRt? 6 ! CVtra — «OT diet Wt'S I m mtOT %1 ?t^VR ^RT- 

r?<(t5i ra ^ OT ’ ®Ri ^«ifir f%cmr — ^#1 seat cvr^R 

^ fra m 1 vt^vR jsr vwn rar 1 vRi mwe? ^srtor? vora ^c??r cv^ ’ffas 

mi m cf]? tff%^R vtft ??ra 1 ^f?VT^ VkVI yv? ypt ^rRR VRT? I m VRI 

ram mn--^t^Tf?raR mev vera, «w te cv ra rai <tri 

ra^? fwfc vixVR c?prf erffl) sRvfft? ra? 
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TOf*rc rocw, 

«rtw Htfn ^rtcw, 

^tcwi 'QZ'ft fnftt©^ 

c c ilC4 < i nntcw 

$ hhcethi ntrw i 
c*ffar©^ wittw, 
nf^r©^ Htcw i 

fHu$t© CH fncw, 

<?tt© <pti *rt«ft, 

TOtSt^ f-WH Hf% 1 1 

era cro few i 

4 f hc*jh tot, 

C^tHfr ©HH1 ©fa 
cvm chW3 ^ - 

Hffa *tt$ <tw 1 1 ( Loud cheers ! ) 

\stt HHf| — 4$ #tf% ^ttsm ron TO m ^tra h?to sn m i 4$ *tfrc© *ttcH h^otj 

VS *tfeHtH Tfa I 4CHH TOtfe HlH^tH ^/h C^H*© ^tf©OT HTaW I 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, ^twrTO ^rttHtFr ?[HTH H^HT, HTOH ?f©r*R *fa ^tW3 HTOH 
q*r *n*nt©tH HfHHH CH pFFtTO ^HTO HCFC5> C^frl ^TtW ^ TO 1 H^WfH fTO HH, TO1 f% ©1 
^©ire tftT:^ tfttH to©h w^h i 4 hh?i nhrtHT «r1 fe*F^ nfran Hifet© wfarn, nntw ^tHtH ^ 
sN' tnfef wtnrn 4HH 4HH?i firaifc 'swfc-rofr 4 ch fra to ch ©Th TOi nrar ntron to hi i 

qfri TOtHi Hfen* *t?t — nm nfe^ hwthh 'sTO h^ Ht*Htn iSTO hchc^ i ©tn tffe^ 5 ^^ tp^tTOtn 
jprefci hi to ntm TOr^ nfen ^tfaz© nr 7 i Toth ©fm nra frafa HTO tfratro to hi i 
K fe^ rat^, TO 7 t©tH rar^ ch hto toftt TtrTOHtH tot 4T§ ?p$tH fra TO rar^r 

sftHtH ^cron h$ rarr^H TO raiT Tcra> i ©fn f% ^wt Ttn> Ht'TO 4HH to ^tt hit 

^ -ntm fcrrtn * 5 t*T© chh ras ©m fro cHt© *rttH hi i ran fctn tf’cro to, ©i towth 

TO C*K© TOH ? 4 fra TO TtTHTtft THT© Et$ HI I CHH TOttS OT CHt^t CTO tf^ 

^tfnTO TOtH I CH TtHTH CHt^t ^rTO ©TH Hff CTO^Hf? <IHC© HI ‘ 5 ttf% ©fc’C^T CHt* 5 ! '®ftlHt < 5tT 

HTO ’ttHH HI I "HtW Ht’HtH HtHTt^tH 'S H1CH7H HtH HtC© CTO ? HtHHfa Hff TOHH 'Q ^RTQ 
TH^ r cHH H© H© HHTO HtHi ©tHl Ht^tH HI?/ H’frgi fTOH fratH HtHl tp^tH TORITO — statement 
racg>H , ^ 4$ i ^chi^ ran ch ^° s z^zm hh hi $$ nfsrra c^rtrro 

t[f%^r TOHtH WHT C©^1 TOr^ 4H“ panic I Hf? ©ft ©t^'CH ^H H^tH't f% ? 

st^cTO^ (A voice: cTO$hi,TO$) raro f^f ^Ihtoh ©t^rfHTOi, ©Ihc©h ©ttrrap 
i^TO tF Viceroy Mh CH^fntHtc© HTH%TO, “We are three million tons 

diorfc of our requirements and the world shortage of grains is such that we 
cannot hope for imports of this magnitude.” 

cnfro c ^ip nt f t htpt H©^ti> Htrro cron tocto, h!h ^th hh fnfef cron chi^ c^h \ 
TO HTOH To TO HI I TO HtTOT CHfHCH fTOlH C^ TO^l Htft I 4$ statement s’H 
RRpHtft — ©tH^tH 5tCHH HH Hfe© HT©U5 CH’HH TO hTOtH C^WH TO&t*l ^PTC^ l FtTO 
ife^fca CH©pntft HtPTH tF^ H^ra TOH HH f^TTO fef, TO HtZTTH CTO Htf©Cra O^IO^s fctHH 1 
feHHtn CH^pntftH tTTO ^tOTf WH fef ^0\ ^1, fro Viceroy statements ^H HR?R 
^ fero TO HHf^— strwH hh Htfenr^ o^ N ^tnn i h^^h (RFfHtftH t[TO % xmo 
5tCHH HH CTOCH Viceroy ^JH statements ’tH *FH Htfera — **\!00\ I C*t«T 4HF 

TO i Statement *tm panic to TOn ? ^ h^h n’®T HTO HHTO i roOT HR^ 
%rfH«ft©l ra^H Mr, S. K. Chatterjee i 4*H fnnf© TO5t ^ttHCHH CTO HH t 
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Khan Bahadur SHARFUDDIN AHMAD: Where? 

Mr. JYOTI BA8U: The Government stocks in hand. 

After rushing some supplies to the districts this stock has been depleted 
and we also know that in Calcutta at the present moment the stocks are so 
depleted as never before and there is barely one and a halt months’ stock in 
hand. The stock position is this at a time wffien outside help is practically 
out of the question because the Indonesian rice is not coming* in and Anglo- 
America are playing their deep political game and nobody is going to help 
us if we are not going to help ourselves. It is very bad that Government 
have depleted the stocks of rice without having fresh procurement of suffi- 
cient rice. Bengal had got some rice from Assam but in Assam there is an 
unfortunate flood now and we shall not get any more from Assam. There- 
fore we have to depend on our own stock. The Chief Minister has said that 
one-third of Bengal is deficit area and for that one-seventh of' the marketable 
surplus from all over Bengal is required to be purchased as stated by the 
Director-General of Food, Mr. S. K. Chatter jee. In figures that amounts 
to 650,000 tons which is, I think, quite insufficient. But even that 050,000 
tons has not been bought by Government. They have got 400,000 tons and 
now it is too lute to get any more rice from peasants. It has already gone 
to the profiteers, black-marketO'CYs, zamindars and jotedars. Though the 
sands are running out very fast we say that even now there is time and the 
situation is not such that it cannot be tackled by the joint efforts of both 
sides of the House. But we are dealing with this subject in a light-hearted 
vein and one member quoted some poems and verses here which aroused 
laughter. I would ask those gentlemen concerned and all the members here 
that today the situation is not such that we can in this House speak in a 
light-hearted manner. Our belief is that even now there is time but we are 
not going to meet the situation if we justify the high prices on pet economic 
theories. There is a Ministry in power, be it a Ministry which represents a 
section of the people — Only the Mussulmans. I would ask you, what is the 
difference between this Ministry today and Section 93 Government which 
was before it. Up to now* it has made no difference and therefore 1 would 
request the Government, if they are at all serious about easing the situation 
and saving the people of Bengal then a few things have got to be done and 
that immediately. We must pursue a vigorous policy of procurement 
through the help of the people. 

Khan Bahadur MUDASSIR HOSSAIN: On a point of order. Is it 
relevant on the part of the honourable member to speak that the present 
^ Ministry is like that of Section 93 Government ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not a point of order. 

Mr. JYOTI BASU: If the honourable member who wms trying to inter- 
rupt me would be a little more patient and would try to understand my point, 
certainly he would understand the thing in the end. I say that Government 
should immediately pursue a vigorous policy of procurement through the 
help of people’s committees. They should set up people’s committee every- 
where, in all the districts, villages and towns of Bengal. Without that you 
cannot get rice, ltice disappears into the black-market, into the pocket of 
profiteers, zemindars and jutedan s*. I say, commandeer rice. It is no use 
saying “We shall not forue the people to give up rice’’. With people’s food 
there cannot be any black-market or any trade whatsoever. When people are 
starving* there is no good saying “We shall have ordinary open trade”. 
'Certainly not. If it is necessary it must be commandeered and we think 
«ince rice has gone to the hoards of zemindars and jotedars and black- 
marketeers it has got to be commandeered. 

Secondly, I say distribution has got to be taken in hand and again with 
the help of the people — not the people sitting there in the Writers Buildings 
or in certain offices — no, it has got to be done through the common people. 
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People’s committees have got to be built up and power given to them to 
distribute food which is being sent from Government stocks, otherwise the 
food that is being sent would again disappear into the black-market. 

Then we say, extend rationing all over Bengal. This is long overdue; 
it should be done immediately without further delay, and lastly we say build 
up those food committees. At the present moment Government have no 
popular food policy and therefore I think there are many parties which are 
not co-operating but surely if the Government would declare a popular food 
policy, then all the parties, whoever they be, whatever their political 
differences today will not certainly go any other way but co-operate with the 
Government to save our own kith and kin, our own people. Therefore, build 
up elective food committees, announce their food policy. Somebody said 
that Government has only come into existence a few days back or a few 
months back, there was section 9d. Again I repeat what difference has it 
made up to now. 

Mr. Speaker, the Government has the power today to give food to the 
people, t-o make a happy living for the people of Bengal, but it is not doing its 
duty. We have power today which we never had before. Therefore I urge 
upon the Government, Mr. Speaker, to wake up to the reality of the situation 
and for once exert themselves not in a spirit of partisanship but in a spirit of 
patriotism, with a view to save our own people. This should be clear to every- 
body. May be there is a Ministry representing one section of the people but in 
Bengal there is no oilier way out for us but Hindus and Muslims to unite. 
Although il is an old phrase I say again, there is no other way out for the 
people of Bengal. I urge therefore through you, Mr. Speaker, upon all 
members of the House, let us co-operate in a hold manner so that we can 
say cither to the Governor or the bureaucrats who have been ruling us that 
the Imperialist policy on food shall never be carried out in our country. 
Lot Bengal set an example, for once let us forget our partisanship; let us 
for once unite together for the sake of the people, for the sake of Hindus 
and Mussulmans of our country. 

Dr. PROTAP CHANDRA CUHA ROY: Mr. Speaker, 

Sir, 5 TO? TO71 c? 'TOt? TOTt^, (7T TO 

WT? c?$ l ?t“*n CTO deficit area OT? srtTO ot? CTO t>1C*1? TOR 

OM ?T1, 4TO <3T5T^ I fTOtoL TO S? C? EtTR? ?K TOl ^ — t>0\ 

frfal TOJtW, fiRTI I 0 ft? ?tft C? areaCS (TO? cTO 

C? cn^rtc^r TO T>tTO TOfflTO sub-divisions 

4?? village (TOC? fTOQ TO ?1 I 4T? TO ft? 

ft? o^t? K?? i ewte? TO ????te to c^l?? to® ot? 

I c? ?T?Tt? TOT TOm ftr?S CTO TO f%?U3 m ?1 ; CM <mftf certainly accuse 
TO TO? TOt$ TO ????K Wo W ?i I 'sflft Ministers? *m CTO TO?ft, 

Director of District Distributions? CTO TO?ft — ol(M note ftnft S?* ^5TU5 
orfat? frofl C? TOfN' Wtftt?? TO TOtttTO sub-divisions TO supply? ?7TO 
TO c?fat? ftr?ft c? dealer sc?? TO supply c’tro to TOfc ?? fro 

TO S?“ ? t $C ?? CTO? TO ftCo STO TOTfl^t? TOT? S I tr ft? TO CTOt#t ® TORT ??5 

TO? c? TO? ^stTo black- market ting TO ?1 I ?TO#t TO TOT? 

TOrt? feRn TOT TOtfN? STO dealcrscro TrcasuryoS Etc?? TO TO! ftro TO 1 C?TOC? 
^RRFtlt TOK7 fefai TOtTO ftre cTO? ??? TO ft*ttfK TO???, O T?TC? TOTO (KtTO fwi protec- 
tions &RH fro Ml TOTO TOtftTO TOCo TO ^?* Tieasuryre TOl TO C??t? WQ 

fro to I *rgf?*n ?? ?KT? TO vtffk suggestion frof|TO c? ^TO — C?TO 

CTO TO, TO delivery cWi TO, TO C*fTO TOTI TO CTO ! fTO <? T suggestion 

$[?? to I? TO TO TOR ft I stTO Retail dealer — cTOiRQ (TT^tPF communal 
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441 5T4C5j I '4144 Unionoq (5TOS* (744 441 ^CTO C444TO 444414 <Jc4$ ^44 t c ir4c4 Local 
dealer 44 ?cijc^ c? Tff& yzztw 7 ^ frfti wjj fwm FNr ftcrs 9 fft4 4i i ^tft 4??fa TOrf^ 
C4 tfZWR 1 TO4 4 4TO distribution centre TO ffWN I ftl ^Ttf? TO ^1# ft*FT TOft, 
fail 4c?ft i 4T44ft i 4fft cTOT4 ftw fitn croft i ytfit yr&FF 

ftr44 TO 4ft I Vtft demand TOft — enquiry? SF47 I 4TO C*fT=n C4 TOfft 

technical expert inspection TO TOtfl 'STO? COO TO] Ffa 4t4OT TOT? 
to 4& to cww ^rt^t ftnrftc44, ftr ittTOt c *R toi ’Tfi fnt cTO cto 

TON 4,4 TO C *Ks TO! TO TO 4tTO ft#t TO ftt? fcfal *fT4i?T TO 5CTO 44“ ?ftf5T4 
dealers ^TO Fit?? 4CT '4“^^ <?ft ?*fi fNt 41 fror Ft=T c*rG4 5C? 41 tot to 5tt>s> } 
^rrfi] 4$ 4xTO? TOPT5T *f?t 1 4N TO enquiry TON 4ft Ttftc?ft, ft$ 4TO C4t4 TOT] 
44 5? Or I 4fflfftN Control ^fipTfr?? f?TOi ^tfspT 44 TOF^ C? !f^ 4ft 7 ! ftjt fts?tft? 
TO TO W 4? TO ftft 00 W4 dealers? 4fc4 TO CTO 5CFW, ft« 44 RtT4 ftftG (/TON'S foft 
TO ft I CTO TOTO CTO dealer 4? ^TO C4T4 ft I 4$ 4tft*t TCI 5J5<J*f District Magistrate 
enquiry 4C? ftC44 ft's TO4 5$>ft transfer 4c? TO enquiry? reporter TOt Ft*!? 
(4^4 TOTO l 4$ ^?ri I Controlling ’TO 7 ! 4$ 4? CFN cTOfTOOT TOto cTOt TO TO£ 

TOTO TO ^TO'S TOl CTOC4 CTOT CWfTST, TOT TOTO TO TOW I 4$ fTOtlCcTO 4? TOTOF 
Valets 47JC47 ’44F5=TI 4T4CW I 

4t4?tTO 4441 fftrTOt deficit area — TOltTO Ft? fF44l? 4t4tftTO TO I Neighbouring 
CTO TO4I surplus area I ft's ?ft*tT? ?1 TO41 CTOf Ft=T TOtft^fC? 'll I F^S^TO TO^tft 
TOWN ^C 6 ! ft^RfTO C<TO Ft?! TOtft^J? 'Q ^ftw^fC^ TORT TtTR TOU5 I 
TOTO TOl CTO 44^ redress TO TO4 TOTONft'jT 7 !^? R I most inefficient corrupt 
department ’2jT*r fro ftftTO natural chann(‘k c^F® ftc^ ( voice ^ TO) 

TO ¥?f TO TO TON TO 5? I TOl control 4TO Ft?, fts supply 4? 4TW1 TOTS 
’TO 41 — (7ft 4^4 inefficient 'G impotent Oovernmont^? (Cheers) ^ cTOF 

power 0$U5 C4^3?n WtHl C4^ (Cheers) I 4TS }i?80 TO TO 

CO 4T CTO CTO TO? ’ftft'C^CSR, ^44 "TRr^ ?f 34^^14 ?F?T TO C^CW^ I ^tC?? ft^C^v 

^447 4TOSTN 4tfh7S tpHT ftFNNHR ftFN TO tJR-'TOT FN^T TO % (Cheers) 

TOTSm ^ftrtTT TOtt ^NN ^ TO-tft -5TftFvS TO TO1C41 TOC c ll 4>N^ C44t(7S TO® 

4TOCT4 ! ^Ttft TO^T ^ c ^4 4T4TN ^ 41044 W47 Supply Department ftr5 44ft I 
^ ^TTOft'S 5tS CTO TTO CTO <TO 4ft 4J54 TRT1 441 41 54, TO 41 CTO 

4)414 C4T*N C4T4 44 4^C T 440 C N ’TC4 4lftN4 4tC4 41 — 4R’ 8 Tl ^‘l 414044 'ol4 4^04 (NNfJ 

4WN ^4* C4^ TO?N W4J Wtfl 5044 Government — 4 TO C44 404 TOF I 

Mr. ABDUS SABUR KHAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the impeachment that 
has been staged here by my honourable friends has been done against this 
Ministry for a thing for which it cannot be held responsible. It would have 
been proper had their entire attention been diverted to the section 93 adminis- 
tration. Why — 1 am coming to it. Why this section 93 administration 
should be held absolutely responsible — for that I would put facts and figures 
and show that it is absolutely the section 93 administration which is rather 
inviting this calamity of such a vast magnitude. Just in the beginning it 
should be borne in mind who was responsible for ushering in the section 93 
administration in this province. You will find, Sir, one very valuable word 
which was uttered by the Ilon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy on the memorable day, on 
the fateful day when the Ministry came to a close on the last occasion, “By 
the fall of this Ministry, the visitation of section 93 administration will 
become inevitable.” with the result that the position is as it is today with 
all its perils and its blemishes and its defects which are the natural outcome 
of section 93 and our worst apprehensions have proved to be true. One thing 
I should tell about the section 93 administration. Had the^ not been so 
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much occupied in butchering Muslim interests, and had they diverted some 
of their attention towards procurement, the result would have perhaps been 
different. Now, Sir, as regards procurement in my district which rather 
is usually taken to be a surplus district, namely, Khulna, the procurement in 
1944 when the Ministry was on was 24 lakhs maunds. The same procure- 
ment during 1945 was about 6 lakhs and it is the 1945 stock which is before 
us for consideration of this House. You will understand, Sir, that in the 
face of this bad procurement, the most unthought of utterance of Lord Wavell 
was another factor which made the people famine conscious and people took to 
hoarding and gradually the normality of the market started to be disturbed. 
The announcement of Lord Wavell was perhaps misinterpreted. He wanted 
to take the country into confidence and wanted to give them an idea of the 
general food scarcity in the country and he wanted to warn the people that 
there might be trouble coming ahead. But taking advantage of that, 
Congress Tress expolited the situation to such a magnitude that even the 
surplus districts all on a -sudden became deficit and a ceaseless campaign has 
since then been carried on and as a result so much panic all over the province 
has been created. Sir, I do not deny — and it is not my intention to deny — 
that there are localised deficits, localised shortages which can be cordoned 
off or which can he met but tin; general panic or chaos which has been 
created in the country is the contribution of my friends occupying that part 
of the house. 

One glaring instance of section 93 administration will be given before 
you all for consideration. 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Who was the Food Commissioner under 
section 93 ? It was Mr. Williams and you are still retaining Mr. Williams 
as the Food Commissioner. 

Mr. ABDUS SABUR KHAN: I do not contest that. But my dear 
friends you are shouting and you are criticising about corruption and mal- 
practices still persisting and existing in the Civil Supplies Department, Let 
me tell you my friends that we are also with you and there is a need, a 
definite need for an exhaustive overhaul of the Civil Supplies Department. 
(Cries of “Hear, hear” from the Opposition benches.) But, whenever an 
attempt has been made to post Muslim officers — suitable officers and officers 
renowned for their honesty — that has been denounced by the press which is 
under your control. That is happening always. (Uproar.) Do not contest 
it, my friends. Here in ray hand is my story written by thousand's of 
Muslim officers of the Civil Supplies Department with tears and they w i 1 1 tell 
to what extent under section 93 Muslims in the commercial sphere, in the 
service sphere and in every sphere have been throwm out of their occupation. 

Then, Sir, I will tell you about one thing of greatest interest. One 
circular was issued one fine morning that foodgrain licences would be issued 
on payment of Its. 2 in the shape of stamps. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Who issued that order? Who was 
the Food Commissioner at the time? 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: It was a section 93 order. 

Mr. ABDUS SABUR KHAN: As a result, Sir, what happened? 
Several thousands of people applied for fresh licences — I should say several 
lakhs of people applied for fresh licences. In this w’ay, Sir, -several lakhs 
of rupees were deposited in the Government exchequer. After a fortnight 
one fine morning another circular w T as issued to the effect that no new licences- 
would be issued and that only the existing licences would have to be renewed. 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: The same Mr. Williams. 

Mr. ABDU8 SABUR KHAN: Now, Sir, the thing is this that by means- 
of one circular several lakhs of rupees were deposited in the Government 
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exchequer and by means of another circular the first circular was suppressed 
and in this way large sums of money went to the Government exchequer but 
people did not get licences. 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NARAYAN MUKHERJI : You are supporting us. 

If so, come over to this side. (Uproar.) 


Mr. ABDUS SABUR KHAN: This is a glaring instance of muddling 
inefficinecy and incompetency of the section 93 administration for which you 
.are more or less responsible and for which the spectre of famine is facing us. 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR : Look at the Madras Congress 
‘Government. 


Mr. ABDUS SABUR KHAN: As I was saying, Sir, a circular was 
issued that old licences would be renewed on payment of 11s. 2. As a result 
all people holding licences submitted their applications for renewal without 
.any diseremination. The decision was that only ten per cent, of the licences 
would be renewed. Just imagine, Sir, the effect of these two circulars on the 
people. At first it was *stated that fresh licences would be issued and then 
it was slated that only the existing licences would have to be renewed. As 
a consequence, several lakhs of rupees were deposited in the Government 
exchequer. May I ask whether it is not a fact that black-marketing of a 
colossal type was going on and was continuing in the name of administration 
under section 93? 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: It is still continuing. 

Mr. ABDUS SABUR KHAN: Sir, much has been said already. The 
Kishoreganj affair has been touched. So 1 do not want to throw any new 
light on the subject. Let me tell you once more that much communalism and 
favouritism have been demonstrated in that cursed regime. Let me inform 
this House about another fact. Look at the Town Hall. Look at the Direc- 
torate of Rationing. Only one single instance will be enough to prove this; 
out of 272 kerosene shops only four have been allotted to Muslims. Out of 
several hundres of cloth shops only five per cent, has been given to Muslims. 
Mr. Speaker, Sir, we want nothing more than jutice. It is justice for which 
we always stood and for which we always clamour. We do not want to 
encroach upon the rights of anybody else, but it is justice for which we stand, 
for which we are crying and for which we expect every co-operation from our 
friends sitting on that side of the House. Now', the whole point is that 
there is no use telling that there is no shortage. The hood Commissioner has 
said that there is only 7 per cent, shortage: if a family consumes 100 maunds 
of rice per year, if it is asked to economise to the extent of 7 per cent, for 
the next seven months, I think, it is not asking too much. But the 
Nationalist Press is making propaganda about shortage of food and famine and 
so on and so forth. If they had not done so, Bengal could have been happier 
and could have been saved. Sir, I want to tell my friends opposite that there 
is no use making recriminations. The Congress has always said that the 
Congress does not want to mix food with politics, but in reality wdiat, we find 
is that the Congress is apt to mix food with money and politics. I would ask 
them to come forward and sit together : we will show them wdio have got the 
lion’s share in trade in the province. What will be the position if a reduc- 
tion is made in that share? You will see that so long only 10 per cent . of 
our people have been allowed to function in the normal trade channel during 
section 93 regime; as a result a coterie of Hindu merchants has been formed 
which is controlling the market today. It w T ill be proved beyond any shadow 
of doubt that still today the market is being controlled by my friends sitting 
over there and they have themselves the monopoly of any prospect of any 
commercial enterprise that can be thought of. It can be said without much 
hesitation and without jeopardising the interest of anybody that if we all put 
•our shoulders together we can certainly cope with" the immediate future. 

» About one district. I can say that the best procurement months in that 
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district are January, February, March and April. Sir, it is on the question 
of bad procurement that this adjournment motion has been tabled. If the 
procurement had been up to the expectation, this adjournment motion could 
not have come. The Government of India’s announcement of the 16th 
February disturbed the market and the procurement totally stopped. So, 
Sir, the whole point is that we should all devote our energies to discourage 
all sorts of anti-social activities and for this I would make an appeal to the 
honourable members that without launching their destructive activities they 
should give more attention and more thought to this matter. Sir, my friends 
have given a hint that unless we can plan a long term food policy, Bengal 
cannot be saved. I fully admit that the food policy as enunciated and 
pursued by Section 98 Government, has definitely deteriorated and this policy 
should be discouraged by all means and a new policy should be adopted. The 
next three months will be a crying time for Bengal. So it will be dangerous 
for us now to launch into any long term plan on food. 

With these few words, Sir, T oppose this adjournment motion. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, the question be now put. 

Mr, SPEAKER: After the Hon’ble Minister has finished. We have got 
enough time at our disposal. The discussion will terminate at 7-17 p.m. 

The HoiTble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: Sir, it cannot be denied 
that the price of rice has risen since the middle of February last. In the 
surplus districts the rise in prices is as follows : — 

On 6th February, 1946 — Rs. 10-15. 

On 10th April, 1946 — 11s. 12-12. 

On 12th *1 une, 1946— Rs. 14-1. 

On 17th July, 1946 — Rs. 14-2. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: What districts do you refer to? 
Name them. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: They are Dinajpur, 
Khulna and Midnapore. 

Mr. BENOD CHAKRAVARTY: I say the prices are not correct so far 
as I know the position in the districts. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: But I cite correct 
figures; please accept them. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: These are absolutely false. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: So far as the self- 

sufficient districts are concerned, the price position is as follows: — 

On 6th February, 1946— Rs. 11-3. 

On 10th April, 1946 — Rs. 13-1. 

On 12th June, 1946— Rs. 13-7. 

On 17th July, 1946 — Rs. 14-7. 

These were the prevailing average prices of rice in the self-sufficient 
districts. They are Rangpur, the northern part of Mymensingh, Rajshahi, 
Murshidabad, Jessore. 

The position so far as the deficit districts are concerned is as follows: — 

On 6th February, 1946 — Rs. 12-9. 

On 10th April, 1946— Rs. 15-4. 

On 12th June, 1946— Rs. 19-15. 

On 7th July, 1946— Rs. 19-1. 

This was the position in the deficit districts (Cries and interruption* 

from the Congress benches.) 
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Mr. ABDUL KARIM: On a point of order, Sir. Are these interruptions 
in order? 

Mr. SPEAKER: It appears that interruptions are increasing gradually. 
I hope the lion ’hie Minister will be given a patient hearing. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Interruptions are inevitable and it 
must be challenged if the statement of the Hon’ble Minister is inaccurate. 
He is deliberately confusing the real position. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAM8UDDIN AHMED: My friend, the Deputy 

Leader of the Congress Party, can take notes and thereafter on a suitable 
occasion reply to the points noted. If you disturb in this way, the Hon’ble 
Minister would not be able to speak and you will have to go home 
disappointed. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: While these figures 
represent the average price in groups of districts, prices have risen to 
higher 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Mr. Speaker, will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to give certain concrete instances of districts and prices 
instead of giving manipulated average figures? 

Mr. SPEAKER: If you have anything to comment upon, you will do 
that afterwards. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: I am not commenting. 
Through you I am asking the Hon’ble Minister to state facts. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: While these figures 
represent the average price in groups of districts, prices have risen to higher 
levels in isolated markets. At the same time, the prices are 'Seldom as high 
as has been represented both here as well as in some of the newspapers. 
(Mr. Dhirendra Natii Datta : We have got the statement of the Controller 
of Civil Supplies.) You have already heard it admitted in this House that 
prices have gone down considerably in some places. The significance of the 
prices, moreover, can only be understood in relation to wages and incomes. 
Since 1 94‘J there has been a large amount of inflation and wages and incomes 
have risen. Therefore, in 1946 prices do not really represent the same thing 
as similar prices in 1943 before inflation had taken place. (Mr. Niharendu 
Dijtt-M yzumdau : After unemployment had started. Ask the Labour 
Minister.) During the last month there has been a fall of prices in the 
deficit districts of the Province. (A member from the Opposition benches : 
Question.) It cannot be denied. It is within our knowledge and it has been 
also admitted by several honourable members in this House. Due to rise of 
prices in the surplus districts and further on account of the propaganda that 
had been carried on in -some newspapers (A member from the Opposition 
benches : by the Viceroy.), procurement operations of Government have 
been hampered with the result that Government have had much smaller stocks 
available for distribution than what would otherwise have been the case. 
At the same time, Government stocks have been utilised to the best advantage 
of the deficit areas and the distressed section of the population. During this 
year 84 towns have been brought under statutory rationing so that the total 
population under statutory rationing now is a little over 6 millions. One 
more large town — Chandpur — is due to come under statutory rationing in 
the near future. Elsewhere in all areas where shortage has developed or 
prices have risen, rice and paddy are being distributed under modified ration- 
ing to A class population, i.e., the poorer families. Areas under modified 
rationing have been extended and 40 towns and 1,650 rural unions are under 
modified rationing. 

Dr. 8URESH CHANDRA BANERJI: On a point of order, Sir. c*r m 
*r tare hi to ?nr: ■ (Laughter). 
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL COFRAN: The total number of 
persons actually being benefited from the distribution of rice and paddy 
under modified rationing is approximately 62 lakhs. (Mr. Nihakendu Dutt- 
Mazumdah : Will the Hon’ble Minister please state in how many of the 
6,000 Union Board areas and 84,000 villages modified rationing has been 
introduced?) As I have already said, in 1,650 rural unions. While Govern- 
ment rice and paddy have been made available to all A class families and to 
some B class families in these areas, other measures have been taken to assist 
the destitute and the very poor who are unable to buy rice even at Govern- 
ment rates. Apart from other relief measures such as test relief works, 
works under post-war unemployment relief schemes, agricultural loans, 
interest-free loans for other purposes, gratuitous relief, institutional relief in 
destitute homes, rice and paddy are being distributed to the destitutes and 
to the very poor both as free doles and at concessional rates through grain 
ration shops. (Mr. Nisiiitha Nath Kundu: What is the amount of agri- 
cultural loan that is granted per head — Rs. 5 or Rs. 6?) It is given to the 
needy, those who require it. (Mr. Nisiiitha Nath Kundu: What is the 
amount?) The total provincial offtake of rice has been as follows: 

January — 13,16,620 maunds. 

February — 21,10,740 maunds. 

March — 23,47,360 maunds. 

April — 18,79,820. maunds. 

May — 23,96,320 maunds. 

June — 25,35,040 maunds. 

Therefore, you can never say that Government has not given enough for 
distribution in the deficit districts. Of these, the following quantities were 
released for consumption in the non-rationed areas: — 

January — 4,40,640 maunds. 

February — 9,38,400 maunds. 

March — 14,00,800 maunds. 

April — 12,15,840 maunds. 

May — 13,32,800 maunds. 

June — 14,96,000 maunds. 

In addition, the offtake of wheat has been 20,000 tons per month on an 
average. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NARAYAN MUKHERJI : The question may now be 

put. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL COFRAN: While it is not claimed 
that Government have supplied food-grains to everyone and while it is 
conceded that the scale of distribution in non-rationed areas has been lower 
than the optimum and while, therefore, certain amount of hardship has 
undoubtedly been caused, the stocks in the hands of Government have been 
so utilised that every poor family within an area of shortage and high prices 
has received enough to be able to subsist. Government believe, therefore, 
that none has actually starved in any deficit area. The press has published 
a few reports of death from alleged starvation in Eastern Bengal. Can it be 
believed that if there was starvation in any particular locality, there would 
be only one death and not more? None of these reports have, however, been 
substantiated by enquiries. 

(At this stage the red light was lit.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: You have reached the time-limit. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NARAYAN MUKHERJI: Sir, the question be now 
put. 
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The question that the question be now put was then put and a division 
taken with the following result: — 


NOES— 125. 

Abdul Ahad, Dr. 

Abdul Awal, Mr. 

Abdul Aziz, Mauiana Md. 

Abdul Aziz Munshi, Khan Sahib 
Abdul Hafiz, Mr. Mirza 
Abdul Hai, Mauiana 
Abdul Hakim Mia, Mr. 

Abdul Hakim Vikrampuri, Mr. Md. 
Abdul Halim, Khan Sahib Molla 

Mohammad. 

Abdul Hamid, Mr. 

Abdul Hamid, Khan Bahadur A. M. 
Abdul Hannan, Mr. 

Abdul Karim, Mr. 

Abdul Khaleque, Khan Bahadur 
Abdul Mannan, Mr. Fakir 
Abdul Momin, Mr. 

Abdullahel Baqui, Mr. Md. 

Abdur Rahman, The Hon ble Khan 
Bahadur A. F. M. 

Abdur Rahman Khan (alias Nuru Mia), 
Mr. 

Abdur Raschid Mahmood, Mr. 

Abdur Rashid, Mauiana Khondkar 
Abdus Sabur Khan, Mr. 

Abdus Salam, Mr. Md. 

Abul Kalam Shamsuddin, Mr. 

Abul Masud, Mr. Kazi 
Abul Quasem, Mr. 

Ahamad Ali, Mr. Mir. 

Ahmed Ali Mridha, Mr. 

Ahmed Hosain, The Hon’ble Mr. 

Ahmed Kabir Chowdhury, Mr. 

Akbar Ali, Maulvi 

Ali Ahmed Chowdhury, Mr. 

Ali Ahmed Khan, Mr. 

Anwara Khatun 

Arif Chaudhury (Dhanu Mia), Mr. Md. 
Asan Ali Muktear, Mr. 

Aulad Hossain Khan, Khan Bahadur 
Badiuzzaman Muhammad llias, Mr. 
Bafatuddin Talukdar, Mr. A. K. M. 
Duff, Mr. D. I. 

Ebrahim Khan, Khan Bahadur 
Emaduddm Ahammad, Mr. 

Eskandar Ali Khan, Mr. 

Farid Ahmad Chowdhury, Khan Bahadur 
Fazlul Karim, Mr. 

Fazlul Qadir, Khan Bahadur 
Fazlur Rahman (Dacca), Mr. 

Fazlur Rahman (Mymensingh), Khan 
Bahadur. 

Fazlur Rahman (Noakhali), Mr. 
Gladding, Mr. D., C.I.E. 

Gomes, Mr. D. 

Habibul Huq, Mr. Syed 
Haflzuddin Choudhurl, Mr. 

Hamrduddin Ahmed, Khan Sahib 
Hassan Ali, Mr. 

Haywood, Mr. R. 
llias Ali Molla, Mr. 

Jaslmuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur 
Jonab Ali Mia, Khan Sahib 
Kabir Ahmed Choudhury, Mr. 

Khairat Hossain, Mr. 

Khiflta Bukhsh, Mr. Md. 


Khurram Khan Panee, Mr. 

Lutfar Rahman, Mr. Dewan 
Mafizuddm Ahmed, Khan Bahadur 
Mahammad Owais, Mr. 

Mahammad Sayeed Mia, Mr. 

Majibar Rahamn, Maulvi 
Malik, Dr. A. M. 

Mackinlay, Mr. G. M. 

Mandai, The Hon’ble Mr. Jogendra Nath 
Maniruddin Akhand, Mr. 

Martuza Reza Chowdhury, Mr. 
Masiuddin Ahmed (alms Raja Miah), 
Mr. 

Mazharul Hague, Mr. Abu Taiyab 
Mobarak Ali Ahmed, Mr. 

Mohammad Sharif Khan, Mr. 

Mohammed Ali, The Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur. 

Mozammel Hossain, Dr. Khan Sahib 
Mudassir Hossain, Khan Bahadur 
Muhammad Habibullah Chaudhury, Mr. 
Muhammad Idris, Maulvi 
Muhammad Ishaque, Mr. 

Muhammad Quasem, Mauiana Haji 
Muhammad Qumruddin, Mr. 

Muhammad Rafique, Mr. 

Muhammad Rukonuddin, Mr. 

Muhammad Siddique, Khan Bahadur Dr. 
Syed. 

Musharruff Hossain, Nawab, Khan 
Bahadur. 

Muzaffar Rahman Choudhury, Mr. 
Nasarulla, Nawabzada K. 

Nawajesh Ahmed, Mr. 

Nawab Ali, Mr. 

Nazir Hossain Khandkar, Mr. 
Nurazzaman, Khan Bahadur, M.B.E. 
Osman Gani, Khan Sahib Md. 

Paniruddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Pentony, Mr. L. R. 

Platel, Mr. R. E. 

Ray, Mr. Nagendra Narayan 
Ricketts, Mrs. E. M. 

Salim, Mr. S. A. 

Serajal Haque, Khan Bahadur Syed 
Serajuddin Ahmed, Mr. (Midnapore) 
Serajuddin Ahmed, Mr. (Gaibandha) 
Serajul Islam, Mr. 

Shamsuddin Ahmed, The Hon’ble Mr. 
Shamsuddin Ahmed Chowdhury (alias 
Badsha Mia), Mr. 

Shamsuddin Ahmed Khondkar, Mr. 
Shamsuddin Sikdar, Mr. Md. 

Sharfuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur 
Smart, Mr. J. N. 

Stark, Mr. A. F. 

Stokes, Mr. N. 

Suhrawardy, The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 
Tafazzal All, Mr. 

Taylor, Mr. A. W. 

Tofazzel Hossain, Mr. 

Walton, Mr. A. C. 

Whitehead, Mr. R, B. 

Wilkinson, Mr. G. 

Wilks, Mr. G. C. D. 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C., C.I.E. 

Yusuf Hossain Chowdhury, Khan Bahadur 
Zahur Ahmed Choudhury, Mr. 
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Acharjee, Mr. Shitangshu Kanta 

Adhikari, Mr. Amulya Chandra 

Bandopadhaya, Mr. Pramatha Nath 

Banerjee, Mr. Gobindalal 

Banerjee, Mr. Susil Kumar 

Banerji, Dr. Suresh Chandra 

Barman, Mr. Haran Chandra 

Barman, Mr. Mohini Mohan 

Barury, Mr. Dwarka Nath 

Basu, Mr. Hemanta Kumar 

Basu, Mr. Jyoti 

Bhandari, Mr. Charu Chandra 

Bhattacharjee, Mr. Ganendra Chandra 

Bhattacharjee, Mr. Munindra Nath 

Bhattacharyya, Mr. Shyamapada 

Birsha, Mr. Bir 

Biswas, Mr. Bholanath 

Biswas, Mr. Gayanath 

Bose, Mr. Satish Chandra 

Chakraborty, Mr. Benode Chandra 

Chakravarty, Mr. Satish Chandra 

Chatterjee, Mr. Haripada 

Chattopadhyaya, Mr. Mihir Lai 

Chowdhury, Mr. Annada Prosad 

Das, Miss Bina 

Das, Mr. Brojomadhab 

Das Mr. Jogendra Chandra 

Das, Mr. Radha Nath 

Das Gupta, Mr. Khagendra Nath 

Das Gupta, Mr. Suresh Chandra 

Dass, Mr. Kanailal 

Datta, Mr. Dhirendra Nath 

De, Mr. Kanai Lai 

Dhar, Mr. Manoranjan 

Dutta, Mr. Sukumar 

Dutt-Mazumdar, Mr. Niharendu 

Gayen, Mr. Arabinda 

Ghose, Mr. A. K. 

Ghose, Mr. Bimal Comar 
Ghose, Mr. Jyotish Chandra 
Ghosh Chowdhury, Mr. Haran Chandra 
Guha Roy, Dr. Protap Chandra 
Gupta, Mr. J. C. 
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Gupta, Mr. Monoranjan 

Gurung, Mr. Damber Singh 

Haidar, Mr. Kuber Chand 

Jalan, Mr. Iswar Das 

Kundu, Mr. Nishitha Nath 

Lahiri, Mr. Provas Chandra 

Mahanty, Mr. Charu Chandra 

Mahtab, Sir Uday Chand, K.C.I.E.» 

Maharajadhiraj Bahadur of Burdwan. 
Maiti, Mr. Nikunja Behari 
Majhi, Mr. Nishapati 
Majumdar, Mr. Bhupati 
Mai, Mr. Iswar Chandra 
Mallick, Mr. Ashutosh 
Mandal, Mr. Annadaprasad 
Mandal, Mr. Bankubehari 
Mandal, Mr. Krishna Prasad 
Mukherji, Mr. Dhirendra Narayan 
Murarka, Mr. Basantlal 
Nandy, Maharaja Sris Chandra, of Cos- 
simbazar. 

Naskar, Mr. Ardhendu Sekhar 
Naskar, Mr, Hem Chandra 
Panja, Mr. Jadabendra Nath 
Pramanik, Mr. Purna Chandra 
Pramanik, Mr. Rajani Kanta 
Ray, Mr. Kamal Krishna 
Ray Barman, Mr. Rajani Kanta 
Roy, Mr. Dhananjoy 
Roy, Mr. Harendra Nath 
Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar 
Roy, Mr. Ram Hari 
Roy, Mr. Rup Narayan 
Sarkar, Mr. Bijoy Krishna 
Sarkar, Mr. Rajendra Nath 
Sarker, Mr. Prafulla Ranjan 
Sen, Mrs. Ashalata 
Sen, Mr. Debendra Nath 
Sen, Mr. Satindra Nath 
Sen Gupta, Mrs. Nellie 
Singha, Mr. Arun Chandra 
Singhi, Mr. Narendra Sing 
Sinha, Mr. Bimal Chandra 
Thakur, Mr. Pramatha Ranjan 
Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 


Ayes being 86 and Noes 125 the motion was lost. 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, my friend, Mr. Kamal 
Krishna Koy, has regaled us with a poetical speech. I wish to return him 
a decent Persian poem which says : — 

y / * 1 > ,y ° 

Sir, our friends opposite have not a single word of praise for us and they 
will never say a word in favour of us. lfui God’s decree they cannot 
change. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: What is the business now, 
Sir? Will there be a prize-distribution after this? (Laughter.) 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: I must tell my friends opposite that 
what, I have been able to gather up till now from their speeches is that they 
are full of destructive criticisms. They will not be able to give us any food. 
They could not give us any concrete suggestions 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: On a point of order, Sir. 
The time for the adjournment motion is over and the honourable member can 
continue no longer. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: He is speaking on the adjournment motion the debate 
on which is still continuing. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: After the question has been put, can 
there be any speech on the matter? 

Dr. SURE8H CHANDRA BANERJI: On a point of order, Sir. 
Adjournment motions ft *m5\ OT fa 

adjournment motions W3I ? 

The HorTble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Members on the 
opposite side do not know the elementary rules of business of the House. The 
business is to be discussed for two full hours. Let me explain the position. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: On a point of order. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am on a point of 
order. I am on my legs. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: Honourable members of the 
Opposition do not appear to be serious. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: What I was saying 
was that the division was taken at 7-12. The House has to discuss the 
adjournment motion for two hours. The two hours was not completed 
because there were still 3 minutes left when the division took place and after 
division when the question that the question be now put was defeated 

Mr. SPEAKER: The time is up. The adjournment motion is talked out. 

The House stands adjourned till 4-45 p.in. tomorrow. 

Adjournment. 

The House was accordingly adjourned at 7-35 p.m. till 4-45 p.m. on 
Friday, the 26th July, 1946, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Tiie Asskmbly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Friday, the 
26th July, 1946, at 4-45 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Ilon’ble Khan Bahadur Nurul Amin) in the Chair, 6 
Hon’ble Ministers and 209 members. 


STARRED QUESTION 

(to which oral answer was given) 

Checking of corruption and bribery in Government services. 

*5. Mr. S. K. SAWDAY: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Chief Minister’s Depaitmenl be pleased io state whether Government 
accept the recommendations with regard to checking of bribery and corrup- 
tion as contained in the Report of the Bengal Administration Enquiry 
Committee, 1 944-45 ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in tbe negative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

(c) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Ilon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what action has been taken to give effect to the recom- 
mendations other than those to which effect has been given in Ordinance 
No. VI of 1946? 

Mr. Syed ABDUS SALIM (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 
Suhrawardy): (a) Yes. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) A statement is laid on the Table showing action taken up to date on 
the recommendations. 

Statement referred to in reply to starred question No. 5 , showing action taken 

up to date on the recommendations made by the Rowlands Committee 

with regard to checking of bribery and corruption. 

(1) Paragraph 228 (i). — Only a small number of officers have been selected 
by the Civil Supplies Department who are authorized to issue permits and 
very detailed instructions have been issued regarding the eligibility of 
candidates for receiving permits. 

(2) Paragraph 228(H) , (in) and (iv). — Necessary instructions covering 
these points have already been issued. 

(3) Paragraph 22S (v). — Necessary instructions have already been issued. 

(4) Paragraphs 229-31. — The Government of India were requested to 
enact legislation on the lines of the recommendations of the Rowlands Com- 
mittee. The only positive action taken so far is the issue of Ordinance 
No. VI of 1946. Presumably the allied questions are under tbe consideration 
of tbe Government of India in consultation with tbe Provincial Governments. 

(5) Paragraph 233 , — The recommendation of the Committee was brought 
to the notioe of the various Service Associations from whom practical sugges- 
tions were invited. The suggestions received from the Associations are under 
examination. 
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Mr. AMULYA CHANDRA ADHIKARY: Is the Hon’ble Miniate 
aware of the fact that rice is being exported from the cordoned areas ii 
Mymensingh under the very nose of the Civil Supply Officers and the Enforce 
ment Officers have to be satisfied with a payment of He. 1 per maund 

Mr. SPEAKER: You are putting a very lengthy question. Will yoi 
kindly abridge it? 

Mr. AMULYA CHANDRA ADHIKARY: My question is this: rice is 
being exported from the Netrakona subdivision. Is the Hon’ble Ministei 
aware of that? 

Mr. Syed ABDUS SALIM: I submit, Sir, that this question does not 
arise. 

Mr. AMULYA CHANDRA ADHIKARY: My contention is that this 
question does arise. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Please frame your question briefly. 

Mr. AMULYA CHANDRA ADHIKARY: Is the Ilon’ble Minister 
aware of the fact that rice is being exported from certain cordoned areas 
under the very nose of the Government officers? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. AMULYA CHANDRA ADHIKARY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if he is aware that a number of cases were instituted 
against the corrupt officials on a charge of bribery? 

Mr. Syed ABDUS SALIM: Sir, 1 do not think the question arises. 

Mr. J. C. GUPTA: That is for the Speaker to say. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will the honourable member let me know with 
reference to which answer he is putting this question ? 

Mr. AMULYA CHANDRA ADHIKARY: With reference to answer (c). 

Mr. SPEAKER: Answer (c) only gives a statement as to what action 
Government have taken. 

Mr. J. C. GUPTA: In how many cases action has been taken? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think that the question arises. 

Khan Bahadur FAZLUL QUADIR: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether after the issue of these instructions to the officers. 
Government has received any complaint? 

Mr. Syed ABDUS SALIM: No, Sir. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: With reference to paragraphs (2) 
and (o) of the statement laid on the Table will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to give us the substance of the instructions issued? 

Mr. Syed ABDUS SALIM: I would refer him to the Howlands Com- 
mittee’s Heport. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRX SINHA:: ‘With reference to answer (a) will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if Government is prepared to 
appoint an Anti-Corruption Committee as has been done in other Provinces? 

Mr. Syed ABDUS SALIM. The matter will be considered by Govern- 
ment. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: With reference to answer 
(a) to the effect that Government has accepted the recommendation with 
regard to checking of bribery and corruption as contained in the Heport of 
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the Bengal Administration Enquiry Committee. 194445, will the Hon’blo 
Minister be pleased to state after having accepted that there was briberv 
and corruption in how many cases has Government taken action for bribery 
and corruption against persons responsible? 

Mr. Syed ABDU8 SALIM: I want notice. 


i NATH SEN: With reference to question (a) to 

which the Hon ble Minister has replied that steps have been taken to check 
bribery will he be pleased to state whether any case has been instituted 
against the millionaires of Bengal ? 


Mr. SPEAKER: That is a vague question. 

, DEBENDRA NATH SEN: The Hon’hle Minister says that slops 

nave been taken to cheek bribery. 1 want to know whether any steps have 
been taken by instituting eases against persons who are in the topmost 
ranks m the matter of taking bribe and in the matter of creating an 
atmosphere of corruption? 


Mr. SPEAKER: That is also a vague question. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA BHANDARI: With reference to paragraph 
one of the statement will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether 
the instruction issued is being followed strictly by the officers concerned? 

Mr. Syed ABDUS SALIM: It is expected so. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA BHANDARI: Is the Government satisfied? 

Mr. Syed ABDUS SALIM: I have nothing further to add. 

Mr. pH I REN DR A NATH DATTA: May I make one request to the 
Speaker ? In view of the fact that we have not got the Howland Committee’s 
Report, it is impossible for us to put any supplementary question. It is a 
very important question and may I request you to allow this question to 
stand over, so that we may put questions after having received the Report? 

Mr. SPEAKER: If necessary you can put a new question. 

. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Without having the book it is 
impossible to put questions, because paragraphs 228, 229-81 and 233 of the 
Howlands Committee’s Report have been referred to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ilou can give a fresh notice of the question. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : The Report is in the 
Library. 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: We require it just now. We 
therefore, want the question to stand over. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: May I know if the Parliamentary 
Secretary will do liis duty by only referring to the recommendations of the 
Lowland Committee and not definitely stating what instructions tlieu have 
issued or what steps they have taken? 


Mr. SPEAKER: 

Riven. 


That question lias already been put and a reply was 


Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Shall we take that instructions were 
+v. iei ri ln ™ le -^ ow i all( i 8 Committee’s Report or instructions were issued by 
the Government themselves? 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is clear from the answer tliaf certain recommeiula- 
iions were made in paragraphs referred to in the answer and necessajy 

k^ 8t J? lcltlon8 ln accordance with those recommendations have been issued 
Government 
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Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: We want to know what are th 
actual instructions that were issued by the (Jovernraent. 

Mr. SPEAKER: T think that an answer was already given. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be please 
to state what definite steps have been taken to check bribery and corruption 

Mr. Syed ABDUS SALIM: I have nothing- further to add excepting tli 
answer given in paragraphs (/), (~), and (■'!). 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be please, 
to state what steps have been taken to check corruption and bribery? 

Mr. Syed ABDUS SALIM: Instructions have been issued according t 
the recommendations of the Howlands Committee’s Report to the depart 
ments concerned. 

Mr. SURESH CHANDRA DAS GUPTA: Statements a TO*- Rowlanc 
Committee^ TO V\Z$r- TO feTO ^ servants TOl (X 

CXFW Tfl (7T W*TT positions TO C*T TOl CTO TOiFH *1 

TOTO srfbTOS 'apjtf? TO fo— CTO CTO CSR1 — CTO CTO 

(TpsJt^l — V31OT faTO CTO* CI>&1 TOtf 

froi — n\m faTO c^iw to tois fag *1 «tt fare ? 

Mr. Syed ABDUS SALIM: No information has been received by tilt 
Government. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware tba 
definite allegations and complaints were sent to Government from Bogn 
district against the District Controller, Bogra ? 

Mr. Syed ABDUS SALIM: 1 am not aware of that. 

Mr. GANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARJEE : Rowland Com 

mittee^ Reports faro 4$ TO : 

Under paragraph 28(f) only a small number of officers have been selectee 
by the Civil Supplies Department who are authorised to issue permits anc 
very detailed instructions have been issued regarding the eligibility o; 
candidates for receiving permits. This is as if they are the only persont 
who do not take bribes and are not guilty and that the others are ah 
dishonest. $$ recommendation TOl TOTCScT fa C’Ti?! TOre ^ttfa fa ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the non’ble Ministei 
be pleased to state if it is a fact that Government has found high officials in 
the administration guilty of corruption and bribery and therefore passei 
this order in respect of the restriction of power to issue permits? 

M|r. Syed ABDUS SALIM: I am not aware of that. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Ministei 
be pleased to slate, after < 4iaving accepted that bribery and corruption exist, 
what classes of persons in the administrative services have been found guilt) 
of corruption and bribery? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a vague question. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: I submit, Sir, the question is 
sufficiently clear and refers to classes of persons who have been found guilt) 
of bribery and corruption with relerence to the period which was covered bj 
the report of the Administration Enquiry Committee. I am asking th< 
Hon’ble Minister to be pleased to state what classes of officers have been 
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found guilty of bribery and corruption. Government say that they have 
accepted the report of the Administration Enquiry Committee. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It appears, they have only accepted the recommenda- 
tions. There was finding about the class of officers who were found guilty 
of bribjry and corruption. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR : The recommendations are 
based on the existence of bribery and corruption. If you will be pleased to 
look into the report of the Administration Enquiry Committee, it is in the 
report and answer (a) says that Government has accepted the report and 
recommendations following therefrom. The Administration Enquiry Com- 
mittee drew up a report that had their findings of fact and on the basis of 
their findings they made recommendations and Government answers that 
Government had accepted the recommendations. I am therefore entitled to 
ask as to what classes of persons in the administration have been found by 
Government guilty of bribery and corruption because otherwise Government 
could not have accepted that report. 

Mr. Syed ABDUS SALIM: I am concerned only with the recommen- 
dations and not with the conduct of officers. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: The recommendations of the 
Administration Enquiry Committee with a view to wipe out bribery and 
corruption having been accepted by Government, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether Government has made enquiries into the actual 
facts of bribery and corruption in the administration? 

Mr. Syed ABDUS SALIM: Necessary instructions regarding the recom- 
mendations have been issued. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the lion 'bio Minister be 
pleased to state whether he lias understood the question? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is no question at all. 

Mr. SURESH CHANDRA DAS GUPTA: Rowland Committee* W 

^rtr^ vgfa cot ^ ot i 

«pr toi ot c^tr^ i 

WrT — recommendation f%fh TO - W c? 

Grr*t corruption I enquiry TO C^N c^t^T 

si wftXAs f¥ ? 

Mr. Syed ABDUS SALIM: I am not concerned regarding fhe detailed 
report but I am only concerned with the recommendations of the Rowland 
Committee’s report. 

Mr. GANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARJEE: Paragraph 288 (i)4 
(X Civil Supply Departments permits^ bribe om 1 W 

TO3 w «T1 l 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is too detailed a question ; so I disallow it. 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAYA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state as to whether by the selection of a set number of officers 
corruption and bribery has stopped and Government has heard of no com- 
plaint from any quarter? 

Mr. Syed ABDUS SALIM: I want notice. 

Mr. ABDUS SABUR KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if pending the formation of the proposed Enquiry Commission it will 
be possible for the Hon’ble Minister to make a mass transfer of the Civil 
Supplies Department officers in the mofussil? 
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Mr. 8yed ABDUS SALIM: With regard to the recommendations of the 
Committee with which this question is concerned I do not think the question 
of transfer arises. 

Mr. ABDUS SABUR KHAN: So far as the Enforcement Branch is con- 
cerned which is responsible for checking bribery and corruption, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what is the Muslim percentage 'in that 
department ? 

Mr. Syed ABDUS SALIM: I submit this question does not arise. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Questions over. 


Motion of Address to the Covernor. 


(Under rule 117 of the Bengal Legislative Assembly Procedure Rules.) 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR : On a, a point of order, Sir. 
In your Circular No. 250 of 26rd July it is stated that the Jion’ble Speaker 
has been pleased to fix the following business and he has mentioned three 
dates, 26th July, 2nd and 9th August. The business against 26th July, as 
set down, is a motion under rule 117 of the Bengal Legislative Assembly 
1 rocedure Buies. Now, Sir, 1 may draw your attention to paragraph 2 
of the Circular where it is stated that this business has been fixed under rule 
18 of the Bengal Legislative Assembly Procedure Buies read with Order 
6(2) under Appendix III of the Regulations made by the Hon’ble the Speaker 
under the Bengal Legislative Assembly Procedure Buies. May I invite your 
attention, Sir, to Appendix III which deals will) Begulations regarding the 
manner of determining by ballot the relative precedence of notices of Bills 
and resolutions under rule 20(2) of the Bengal Legislative Assembly 
Procedure Buies? 

Sii, 1 submit that a business of this description cannot be set down and 
fixed under rule 20(2) of the Bengal Legislative Assembly Procedure Buies. 
My submission is based on the fact that the Bengal Legislative Assembly 
1 rocedure Buies make provisions for different types of business and different 
chapters are devoted to particular typos of business. If you will be pleased 
to look at the section mentioned in the notice, r/c., rule 18 of the Bengal 
Legislative Assembly Procedure Buies, you will find, Sir, that the fixirm 
ol any business other than resolutions and Bills on a Friday, which is the 
only day available for private members’ business, is to lie done by the 
iroveriior. I hat is a special procedure, but the Speaker’s powers are 
confined to allotment of time for private members’ business on a Friday which 
is confined to business of a definite description which has been laid down 
in the 1 rocedure Buies, viz., to resolutions and private members’ Bills. Sir, 
Appendix 111 in pursuance of this provision having laid down the manner 
of determining by ballot the relevant precedence of notices of Bills and 
resolutions, I do not see that it is admissible to fix other business under these 
rules which prescribe the manner of determining by ballot the relevant 
precedence of notices of Bills and resolutions only. 

Sir, the rules make elaborate provision for the manner in which ballot 
is to be taken. All the notices of private members’ Bills and resolutions 
are to be taken together and then a ballot will take place in pursuance of 
the rules which are laid d«wn very elaborately and I would invite your 
attention also to these rules. These are rules 85 to 95. They prescribe the 
entire procedure for the purpose of fixing business coming uuder the category 


he,,Sl’4r’ i i, y ° U W W . look : [ t V * vt . XI of tlle Procedure Buies under the 
heading Miscellaneous in contradiction to Part VI with tho heading “Reso- 
lutions , you will find that rule 117 under Part XI heading “Miscellaneous” 
lays down provision for an address to the Governor. There is the mere pro- 
vision that an address from the Assembly to the Governor shall be presented 
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through the Speaker after motion made and carried in the Assembly. Now, 
Sir, I submit that Part XI heading “Miscellaneous” lays down provision 
for business of a category which is altogether different from the category 
of business as laid down under Part VI under the heading “Resolutions.” 

I submit the matter involves an important question of members’ privilege. 
Private members' — non-official members — know that the only day available 
to them for taking up their Bills and resolutions of w T hioh they have given 
notice is the Friday that is set down for non-official business. With regard 
to this procedure, Sir, I humbly submit that you are not empowered under 
the Regulations framed by the Ilonble Speaker in pursuance of the Proce- 
dure Rules to fix and set dowm business of the present description in the 
manner in which it has been done. I submit, Sir, you are debarred from 
doing it and, therefore, fixing up of this business as contained in the notice 
of the 24th July, 1946, is altogether out of order. 1 submit also that this 
raises an important point of privilege. It is also made obligatory on the 
Speaker, if the order of precedence of resolutions and Bills has not been 
announced beforehand by notification, to announce that when the Assembly 
meets. Now, Sir, we do not know whether that procedure has been followed. 
On the notice served there is no indication. On the contrary, it is categori- 
cally stated that you are fixing this business on the 26th which is a Friday, 
under rule 18 of the Bengal Legislative Assembly Procedure Rules read with 
order 6(7?) under Appendix 111 of the Regulations and I submit Appendix 

II T of the Regulations do not empower you to fix any business other than 
Bills or resolutions. Therefore, 1 submit that fixing of this business in this 
manner is altogether out of order. 1 submit, this because it raises a very 
important point of privilege of members and, Sir, I submit that you, as the 
custodian of the privileges of the members of this House, may not allow 
any encroachment on the precious privilege of private members of having 
Friday exclusively set down for their private Bills and resolutions. I, 
therefore, request you to consider this point and to rule the fixing of this 
business as out of order. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Another point of order, Sir. In 
continuation of my friend’s argument 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Sir, one point of order lias been 
raised by Mr. Dntl-Mazumdar. This is a second point of order, 

Mr. SPEAKER: Is Mr. Datta speaking on the point of order raised by 
Mr. Butt-Muzimidar? 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: I am speaking on the same point 
of order but I am giving additional reasons. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Additional reasons on that point of order? 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Yes, Sir I am giving additional 
grounds. Even if this motion is treated as a resolution, as it has been sought 
to be done — as appears from the notice itself I am also to inform that under 
rule 18 of the Bengal Legislative Assembly Procedure Rules read with order 
6 (ri) under Appendix III of the Regulations made by the Ilon’ble Speaker 
under the Bengal Legislative Procedure Rules, the Ilon ble Speaker has fixed 
the 26th July, 1946, for the disposal of this business — and if it comes under 
rule 20(2), as has been sought to be done, and if it is treated as a resolution, 
then the relative precedence of notices of Bills and resolutions given by 
private members shall, from time to time, be determined by ballot in such 
manner as the Speaker may direct. The order of priority as determined by 
the ballot shall be final. Besides this resolution — if it is treated as a resolu- 
tion and it has been treated as a resolution — there are other resolutions o* 
private members. Then the order of precedence is to be determined by ballot, 
but, Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am afraid it has not been determined by ballot. If 
it be determined by ballot, it shoifld be determined in the presence of the 
parties. I do not know — the Secretary will be able to enlighten us — whether 
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there was any ballot made. If it has been determined by ballot, it should 
be determined by ballot at least in the presence of the Chief Whip of our 
party. I am told that nothing* has been done in the presence of the Chief 
Whip and I may take it that there has been no ballot. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That point has already been dealt with by Mr. Dutt- 
Mazumdar. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: No ballot has been taken . If 
there has been no ballot, there can be no precedence under rule 20(2). This 
should not be treated as distinct from a resolution which has been sought to 
be done. If it be treated as a resolution, then there are other resolutions of 
private members. I have got my own resolution. Many other members 
have got their own resolutions. The order of precedence has to be deter- 
mined by ballot. If it has not been done, this cannot take precedence and 
this cannot form part of business in today’s list. 

Mr. J. C. GUPTA: Sir, may I make the position clear by making this 
submission? Either it is a resolution or you have treated it, Sir, as a special 
motion. If the rules framed by the Speaker applicable to resolutions and 
motions is contended not to apply to this special motion I will only refer 
you to May’s Parliamentary Practice. If it is contended by the other side 
that this is a motion under rule 117 and as such the limitations regarding 
motions and limitations regarding resolutions as laid down in the rules would 
not apply tlieu I would ask you to refer to May’s Parliamentary Practice. 
It is admitted that when our rules provide for certain procedure that will 
apply, but in case it is contended that our rules do not provide for any address 
under rule 117 then we shall be bound by May’s Parliamentary Practice. 
It has been laid down there: “The procedure upon a motion for address 
is the same as that of an ordinary substantive motion. It requires notice 
and admits of debate and amendments and divisions like a motion.” 
Therefore, Sir, an address contemplated under rule 117 is also governed by 
the rules which govern resolutions and motions. 

I may add only one other thing. The form is the form of a resolution. 
It is said “In the opinion of the Assembly an address be presented” but that 
is not the form of an address. It has also been laid down in May’s Parlia- 
mentary Practice. That form is this: “an humble address to be presented 
and so and so”. “In the opinion of the Assembly” is absent. The motion, 
as it has been tabled, is a resolution. The language is that of a resolution. 
If it is a resolution it must be governed by the rules governing resolutions; 
if it is a motion it must be governed by the rules governing motions accord- 
ing to our rules. And if it is contended that no rules will apply to an 
address contemplated under rule 117 it will be governed by May’s 
Parliamentary Practice as you know, Sir. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : Mr. Speaker, Sir, 
reference has been made by Mr. Niharendu Dutt-Mazumdar to rule 18 of 
the Bengal Legislative Assembly Procedure llules. It lays down that on 
Fridays non-official business will be transacted, but it also lays down that 
the Governor may allot different Fridays for the disposal of different classes 
of private members’ business. On days allotted for any particular class of 
business, business of that^lass shall have precedence. Therefore, Sir, in 
accordance with this you have today fixed a particular kind of non-official 
business, namely, a special motion under rule 117. Mr. Dutt-Mazumdar has 
referred to Appendix III of the regulations made by you which prescribes 
the manner in which the relative precedence of different Bills or different 
resolutions will be determined, but, Sir, I want to say that there are three 
classes of non-official business — one private members’ Bills, the other ordinary 
resolutions and the third is special motions for which special provisions has 
been made under rule 117 and not under rule 85. 
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Mfi J. C. GUPTA: A special motion is different. Special motions come 
under rule 95. Ordinary resolutions come under rule 85. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, that is so. 
Special motions come under rule 95, ordinary resolutions come under rule 85,, 
and addresses to the Governor come under rule 117. These are the different 
classes of non-official business. Today is allotted for consideration of 
motions which come under rule 117. Therefore, Sir, you are perfectly in 
order to ffx today for a particular kind of business. 

Now, Sir, with regard to relative precedence, there I am sure you have- 
received only one such motion which comes under rule 117. Ilad there been 
more motions for presentation of address to the Governor then the question 
of balloting would have come. The question of balloting does not arise when 
there is one particular motion. Other days have been fixed for transacting 
non-official business, namely, taking up private members’ Bills and private- 
members’ resolutions. Particular days have been allotted — I think the 2nd 
and 9th of the next month. On the 2nd August there is non -official business 
and on the 9th August also there is non-official business and different 
classes of non-official business have been specified for those two days. 
Today has been allotted for a special motion under rule 117. Therefore I 
think you are perfectly in order to allot this Friday for a particular class of 
non-official business and as there happens to be only one notice for one 
motion the question of balloting does not arise. 

Mr. Gupta has referred to May’s Parliamentary Practice, but the 
reference that he has made is a reference to the procedure and manner in 
which the motion will be taken up in the House, and that reference is made 
only with regard to the admissibility of amendments and the necessity for 
moving it in a particular form. There it is not said that it will be treated 
as an ordinary resolution of the House. Therefore there is no guidance in 
May’s Parliamentary Practice to which Mr. Gupta has referred. 1 hope, 
Sir, that you will rule the point of order out of order. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR : I would point out, Sir, that 
the honourable member has referred to rule 95 and seeks to make of this 
business a special motion under rule 95 read with rule 117. Now, Sir, the 
rule the honourable member cites makes this business all the more out of 
order altogether. I shall invite your attention to rule 95. This rule says: 
“Save in so far as is otherwise provided by tire Act or by these rules, no 
discussion of a matter of general public interest shall take place otherwise 
than on a resolution moved in accordance with these rules, except with the 
consent of the Speaker and of the Minister to whose department the motion 
relates.” T should like to know, Sir, to which department of Government 
this particular motion relates. 

Then, Sir, sub-section ( 2 ) lays down : “No motion shall be admissible if it 
relates to a matter 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: On a point of personal 
explanation, Sir. I did not quote rule 95. I only stated that there are 
different classes of non-official business. Some come under rule 95, some 
under rule 85 and some under rule 117. I said that the present motion comes 
under rule 117. I did not say that this came under rule 95. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Now, Sir, rule 117 merely 
makes provision for the House, if it so desires, io present an address to the- 
Governor. Whether that address will relate to a motion or to a particular 
resolution of the House is quite another matter. I will invito your attention, 
Sir, to the fact that there are two different chapters. One deals with rules 
relating to motions while another chapter deals with rules relating to reso- 
lutions. Motions and resolutions are again two different and distinct things 
and the honourable member is, I am afraid, confusing motions with resolu- 
tions. If the honourable member is anxious to make of it a special motion 
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then he has to come under rule 95, and rule 95 clearly shuts him out. Rule 
95 says that no motion shall be admissible if it relates to a matter which is 
not primarily the concern of the Provincial Government and, Sir, this rule 
is intended to safeguard a precious privilege because the principle of provin- 
cial autonomy is the very foundation and basis of the Constitution under 
which this House came into existence and is functioning. Sir, with a view 
to safeguard the privileges of the members a special provision has been made 
under the chapter on Resolutions, viz., Part VI of the Bengal Legislative 
Assembly Procedure Rules. There is a separate chapter, namely, Part IV 
of the Bengal Legislative Assembly Procedure Rules which deals with 
motions. My honourable friend has not stated or made the point clear 
whether he wishes to proceed under Part IV, that is to say, the procedure 
relating to motions or whether he wishes to proceed under Part VI, that is, 
the procedure relating to Resolutions. II e cannot blow hot and cold at the 
same time. He cannot take advantage of Part VI or Part IV, one failing, 
to resort to the other, because the Hon’ble Speaker’s notice shuts him out 
altogether. In the notice the Hon’ble Speaker says, “I am also to inform 
you that under rule 18 of the Bengal Legislative Assembly Procedure Rules 
read with Order 6, sub-clause (2), under Appendix III of the Regulations 
made by the Hon’ble Speaker, the Hon’ble Speaker has fixed the 26th of 
July, 1946, for the disposal of this business.” Now, Sir, the llon’ble 
Speaker cannot violate the regulations and rules made by himself and the 
Hou’ble Speaker must lx* the first person to show scrupulous respect to the 
regulations by which this House is guided and which are supposed to guide 
the activities of the members in respect of giving notices of bills and other 
business. 

Now, Sir, having stated that you fixed this business under rule 18, read 
with Appendix III, rule 6, this business clearly goes out of order because 
there must have been souk* oversight or mistake. Therefore the present 
procedure is not applicable to fixing up of this business and it should neither 
be taken up as a special motion under rule 95, because the limitations are 
dear and emphatic, nor should it be taken as an ad hoc motion under rule 117 
on a day which is specially fixed for private members’ Bills and resolutions 
which should be taken up according to a particular procedure. And you have 
adopted that procedure taking up this day as a day for private members to 
introduce either Bills or resolutions. 

Now, Sir, 1 wish to invite your attention to rule 6(2) which says that if 
the Governor has passed no order you are only to allot the time — naturally 
the Governor cannot pass any older — that this House shall present an address 
to him. It, is absolutely a monstrous tiling to conceive. 1 think there is no 
such order from the Governor to present an address to him. In that case the 
list of business will be compiled so as to give, within the time allotted to 
private members’ business by the Governor, namely, Friday, such time to 
Bills of private members and to resolutions as may bo derided by the Speaker. 
By your regulations you have circumscribed your power merely to allotting 
time 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Dutt-Mazumdar, I think that is a mere repetition. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR .* I have finished, Sir, and I 
think I have made my point quite clear. 

Mr. SPEAKER: This Is an application under section 117 — there is no 
doubt about it, and such an application may be made either by an official 
-or a non-official member. In this case it has been made by a non-official 
member, so it must come on a non-official day. Today is fixed for non- 
official business. So far as the contention made by Mr. Dutt-Mazumdar is 
concerned that the rules requiring the fixing of a day for resolutions have not 
been complied with, I hold the view that this does not come under the category 
of resolution because a resolution can be moved only on such matters on 
which the Provincial Government has got a responsibility. The subject 
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which has heen sought to he discussed in this motion does not come within 
the responsibility ot the Provincial Government. So it cannot be regarded 
as a resolution: it should be treated as an ordinary motion. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Why then Appendix III was 
referred to? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The rules and procedure for a motion have been com- 
plied with in this case, r./y., ten days’ notice for discussion in the House. 
Over and above this, the leaders of different parties were consulted by letters 
before fixing today for the discussion of the motion as to whether they 
have got any objection to the same; it was also made clear that if a reply was 
not received within a certain time it should be inferred that, they have no 
objection. In my opinion , this is a matter which conn's under the general 
category of motions, and not under tin' category of resolutions and as such 
the provision for ballot dot's not, apply in thjs cast'. Besides, the notices 
of resolutions and Hills which require 21 days before these may be taken 
up were not ripe for being fixed up for today. So the question of balloting 
of resolutions and Bills docs not arise here. I hold that the fixing of the 
motion in question for today was done rightly. 

{The House was then adjourned for lo minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY : Mr. Speaker, you were pleased to observe, 
Sir, before t \ou adjourned this House for prayer that notice was given to 
me and to the Chief AVhip of the Congress Assembly Party. I am afraid, 
Sir, you have been mis-intormed on this matter. We were informed, I 
believe, on the 21st July that you have fixed the 2(>th July for motions under 
rule 117. We were not informed what the particular motion was. None of 
the members received any notice of this particular motion before the 24th. 
Therefore, Sir, I wish you would correct the impression that either myself 
or the Chief Whip of the Congress Assembly Party got proper notice of this 
motion. We did not get any notice of this motion before the 24th. 
Whether you consider that as sufficient notice is a different matter. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : Mr. Speaker, Sir, the 
Leader of the Opposition has lot the cat out of the bag. It now appears 
that they are not quibbling over the procedure or manner of fixing of today’s 
business but they are quibbling over tin' subject-matter of the motion. It is 
obvious why they have raised the point of order. Sir, the point, is whether 
you gave timely notice to the leaders of the different parties. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR : This is no point, this is 
quibbling. Sir, you have heard the observations of the Honourable Leader 
of the Opposition and before you do say what you have to say on his obser- 
vations 1 pray that no quibbling is allowed. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The point is you gave 
timely notice to leaders of different parties signifying your intention to allot 
today for taking up motions under rule 117. The question is whether the 
notice about fixation of today’s business was given or not. It appears the 
Leader of the Opposition did receive a notice but it did not mean lie received 
a copy of the motion. 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: That is not the point. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, Mr. Tafazzal Ali. 

Mr. TAFAZZAL ALI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move the motion 
that the Assembly is ol opinion that an humble address be presented to His 
Excellency the Governor of Bengal through the Hon’ble the Speaker of the 
Bengal Legislative Assembly requesting His Excellency to convey to His 
Excellency the Governor-General of India the emphatic protest of this 
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Assembly against the eviction of tbe Bengali immigrants in different parts of 
the Assam Valley and urge upon ITis Excellency the Governor-General of 
India to issue a directive on His Excellency the Governor of Assam to stop 
this eviction of the helpless Bengali immigrants in Assam and to rehabilitate 
those persons whose hearths and homes have been destroyed along with other 
belongings. 

Mr. J. C. GUPTA: I rise to a point of order. I submit the motion as 
moved is inadmissible, is incompetent and against the rules. The motion is 
inadmissible because this is not a matter which is the primary concern of this 
Provincial Government, and what is primary concern of the Provincial 
Government will be clear on a reference to the rules. With your leave I will 
ask you to refer to the rules. May I first of all draw, Sir, your attention 
to the definition of motion in rule 1 of the Assembly Procedure Pules. 
Motion means a proposal made by a member for the consideration of the 
Assembly relating to any matter which may be discussed by the Assembly, 
and includes an amendment. 

Then, Sir, with regard to the form in which this motion has been tabled 
I shall have to draw your attention to the rules governing resolutions. The 
motion runs thus: The Assembly is of opinion that an humble address Le 
presented to His Excellency, etc. I will only mention at this stage that it 
has been laid down that when you have got to present an address you should 
not put in “The Assembly is of opinion”. To that I shall refer later, but 
having regard to the form may I draw your attention to the rules governing 
Resolutions and then to the rules governing Motions. 

Mr* SPEAKER: Mr. Gupta, I have already ruled that it does not come 
within the purview of resolutions. 

Mr. J. C. GUPTA: Yes, Sir, you have ruled so. I am referring to the 
rules relating to motions. I won’t take much time. It is as well that I 
would refer you to rule 85 and to rule 8fi. 

Now, Sir, this is a matter which does not concern primarily any matter 
within the cognizance of this Legislature or within the jurisdiction of any 
Minister of this Government. Then we shall have to look at the rules 
governing motions. Now with regard to motions if we look at Chapter IV 
we find that a matter requiring the decision of the Assembly is brought 
forward by means of a question put by the Speaker on a motion proposed by 
the Speaker himself or by any other member. A member who wishes to 
move a motion other than a motion for which a specified period is otherwise 
prescribed shall give notice of his intention to the Secretary ten days before 
the meeting at which he intends to move the motion. Of course there is a 
proviso, nz. f “Provided that the Speaker may, in his discretion, admit at 
any time any motion at shorter notice than that prescribed by any rule or 
may admit a motion without notice”. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I can tell you at this stage that this motion was not 
admitted under the proviso but notice was given long before ten days. 

Mr. J. C. GUPTA: If we then come to resolutions we shall have to refer 
to rule 95, which runs thus: “Save in so far as is otherwise provided by the 
Act or by these rules, no discussion of a matter of general public interest 
shall take place otherwise'*" than on a resolution moved in accordance with 
these rules, except with the consent of the Speaker and of the Minister to 
whose department the motion relates.” Therefore, Sir, a motion has got 
to relate to the department of a Minister. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is about special motions and this motion does not 
come within the category of a special motion. 

Mr. J. C. GUPTA: Then it is not a motion but it is an address under 
rule 117? 



1946.} 


MOTION OF ADDRESS TO GOVERNOR. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Exactly bo. 

Mr. J. C, GUPTA: For that no rule lias been prescribed in the 
Standing Orders. That is the position. If that is the position 1 submit, 
Sir, as is well known in matters where no specific provision is made in the 
Act or in the rules governing us we have got to follow the rules of Parliament. 
That is well known and therefore on that point 1 would draw your attention 
to May’s Parliamentary Practice regarding the rules applicable to an 
address to the Governor. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : Is it mandatory? 

Mr. J. C. GUPTA: It is not mandatory if you want to throw away all 
forms and procedure and decency in the air* but otherwise it is. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Am \ not correct to hold that you made mention of 
this when you addressed the House regarding the form? I think this is 
going to be a repetition. 

Mr. J. C. GUPTA: I then conn* to ihe next point which makes this 
motion absolutely incompetent. This motion seeks to present an address to 
the Governor and to request the Governor to ask the Governor-General to 
issue a directive to the Ministry of Assam (cries of “To the Governor of 
Assam’’ from the Government benches). Now, Sir, the matter of persons 
inhabiting that land and enjoying land and the matter of rehabilitation is 
a subject within the ministerial field. It will not be questioned that this is 
a matter which is within the ministerial field of the Assam Government. I 
submit, Sir, that law does not authorise or empower the Governor-General 
in the exercise of his superintendence to issue any directive to any Ministry 
for subjects within the ministerial field of that Ministry. You will find 
that the power of superintendence of the Governor-General is confined to 
matters which lie within the discretion or individual judgment of the 
Governor but that power cannot be exercised and you cannot ask the 
Governor-General to exercise the power, namely, giving a directive regard- 
ing a matter which is within the ministerial field. That makes the whole 
thing incompetent. Sir, you will have to consider, firstly, whether a matter 
not within the primary concern of this Province can be discussed and 
whether we can adopt a resolution like that. This will open up a dangerous 
precedent and it will open the way to recriminations in different legislatures. 
If the Assam Legislature pass a vote of censure on this House for having 
discussed this motion there will be none there to defend or repel that, or 
for the matter of that the Assam Legislature may pass a vole of censure on 
the Speaker here for allowing a matter to be dismissed which was not within 
the competence of this Provincial Legislature. Therefore, Sir, you will 
find that it has been limited to matters which are within the jurisdiction of 
a particular Ministry or Government and one cannot possibly discuss, take 
decision and pass a resolution upon matters which are outside the limits of 
this Provincial Government. And as T have said you are asking the 
Governor-General to issue a directive which he cannot do. I do not think 
the point will be controverted by anybody that the Governor-General has 

no power (Khan Bahadur A. M. Abdul Hamtb: It is not admitted. Might 

or might not have power.) All right; he might or might not have power. 

Tim next point to consider is this. The subject has been brought bv way 
of an address to the Governor and, Sir, your predecessor in office has clearly 
laid down — I am referring to his decision given on the 8th April, 19-38 — 
that generally speaking controversial matters in which there might be scope 
of a difference of opinion should not be presented to the Governor unless 
they come within ihe specific provisions of sections 308 and 90 of the 
Government of India Act. Otherwise our Standing Rules contemplating 
discussion of public matters will be nugatory. I am therefore of opinion that 
in view of the constitutional distinctions made between matters lying in the 
discretion of the. Governor and matters lying within the scope of minis- 
terial responsibility and in view of the Government of India Act and our 
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Standing Orders, a procedure of address is intended for such purposes as lie 
within the scope of the Governor's power in his discretion or for which 
there is no ministerial responsibility and for which the Assembly might 
desire to express and place its views before the Governor who is otherwise 
inaccessible to the Assembly. No address would therefore lie against any 
action of the Executive Government, for the law provides for no action to 
bo taken by the Legislature in such matters. Here is an action contem- 
plated against the Executive Government of Assam. Here is a proposal 
which refers to a matter which is within the ministerialist responsibility 
of the Government of Assam, and, as such, the address cannot be made for 
that purpose. Your predecessor lias clearly ruled that an address is 
contemplated in a matter coming under sections 90 and 808 and the 
amendment to that made by the Federal Couit. That being so, I hope you 
will not allow thin resolution to he discussed, firstly, because I still maintain, 
though I how down to your ruling, that having regard to the rules and 
standing orders this is a matter which must be governed by the rules 
governing ordinary motions; secondly, that an address to the Governor 
should he on non-controversial matters which lie within the discretion of 
the Governor and not regarding matters which lie within the ministerial 
responsibility; and thirdly, — and this T consider very serious indeed — you 
should never countenance that this Legislature should pass by means of a 
motion certain judgment upon the conduct of persons of another Govern- 
ment. Those people are not here to give us the facts of the case. Those 
people cannot come here to explain their attitude and, as such, any effort 
to pass a resolution in any legislature against the activities of Ministers 
of other Provinces would he a most dangerous thing. It will cut at the root 
of provincial autonomy that has been granted to the Province. This 
resolution seeks also to undermine the little rights that we may have derived 
under the Government of India Act of 1985 by importing a controversial 
matter and asking for intervention of His Excellency the Governor. Sir, 
your predecessor in offiee ruled that in matters concerning ministerial 
responsibility an address es not permissible, and if that is not permissible 
in regard to matters which concern this province and this House and the 
Ministers here, it is much more applicable with regard to the conduct of a 
different Provincial Government and a different Ministry. 1 hope, Sir, as 
Speaker who is the custodian of the rights and privileges of the House you 
have a very heavy responsibility as to whether you will allow such a 
dangerous precedent to be opened. Sir, I am not discussing the merits of 
the question. If the special motion is taken up, then the question of merit 
will arise. I now ask you. Sir, to give your ruling oil my point of order. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I want to say a 
few words on this point of order. I know, Sir, the intention of the Opposi- 
tion in raising this point of order is only to delay the proceedings of the 
House 

Mr. J. C. GUPTA: Sir, I strongly object to the insinuation made by 
the Hon’ble Minister. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Now, Sir, I want to 
say something which will go to assist you in coming to a decision. In the 
other House the question of postal strike was raised and it was also discussed 
if it was within the jurisdiction of the provincial legislature to discuss a 
matter which concerns the Central Government. It was accepted bv the 
Hon’ble tbe President that as the matter concerns the welfare of the people 
of this Province it is within the competence of the provincial legislature to 
discuss that tiiatter. So, the matter was discussed there. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Gupta has raised three points: The motion is 
inadmissible; this House is incompetent to discuss it, and it goes against 
the rules. So far as the question of its admissibility is concerned, that has 
been disposed of hy me in my ptevieus ruling. 
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Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Sir, before you give your ruling will 
you kindly bear certain additional facts that I want to place before you? 

Mr. SATISH CHANDRA BASU: I want to raise some points. 

Mr. SPEAKER : You should have done that at the proper time 

(Loud noise from the Opposition benches as well as from the Government 
side.) 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALEK: Sir, will you give me a chance to 
place my points before you ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Not at this stage when I am going to give my 

ruling (Again there was noise in the House.) Order, order. You should 

know how to behave. I have already heard from one of the brilliant legal 
luminaries of the Calcutta High Court Bar. 1 have hoard on the point fully 

and 1 do not think that further discussion is necessary (Again there was 

loud noise in the House.) In this confusion, l invoke the assistance of the 
leaders of the parties. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Sir, Ivlien Bahadur Mohammed Ali rose 
after the speech of Mr. Gupta. You allowed him to speak. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I h ave allowed one member to speak from your side 
and another from the Government side. T did not allow even Dr. Malek 
to speak when he wanted to. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR : Dr. Malek was only inter- 
rupting you, but Mr. Ghose wants to place certain additional facts. 

Mr. SPEAKER : If you do not allow the business of the House to go on 
peacefully it will be mv reluctant duty to take the help of the power that 
is vested in me. I am very reluctant, to do that for 1 always want your help 

and co-operation (Loud noise and interruptions from boih sides of the 

House.) 1 have already said that this is a matter which does not come within 
the definition of resolution and within the subject of ministerial respon- 
sibility of this Province. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: You cannot give a ruling 
before hearing the additional grounds which two members of this side of the 
House want to place. 

Mr. SATISH CHANDRA BOSE: Sir, I h ave got new points to raise. 

Mr. SPEAKER : Tf it is a now point of order I will hear you afterwards, 
for before this point of order is disposed of no new point of order can be 
raised. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Tt is not a new of order that 
is wanted to he raised but they want to place additional grounds on the 
point of order that has already been raised. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am not prepared to bear any more giounds. I have 
heard from one of the best lawyers and I do not need any further advice. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Sir, the Opposition is most 
anxious to help you by placing before you all the grounds and materials 
on which a wise ruling can be given, and the Opposition expects that you 
will be pleased in your wisdom to give the Opposition a chance to place 
all the grounds in favour of their contention. 

Mr. DH I REN DR A NATH DATTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, before you use 
to give your decision, Mr. Satish Chandra Bose stood up. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The honourable member told me that he had a fresh 
point of order. He gave me to understand that he had a fresh point of 
order. It is not for anybody else to say that he wants to say on this point 
of order. 
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Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: It is an additional fact. Before jou 
arrive at a decision on this point, won’t you give me a hearing? 

Mr. SATISH CHANDRA BOSE: I was submitting additional points on 
ike same point of order. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: You please hear all of us before 
you come to a decision. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Datta, don’t you think that sufficient discussion 
kas been made on this matter? 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Mr. Bose stood up to submit his 
point before you rose to give your decision. 

Mr. SPEAKER: So far as this honourable member is concerned, he told 
me that he had a fresh point of order. 1 told him that he could not raise 
a fresh point of order before disposing of the one under consideration and 
that I would allow him time after a decision was arrived at on this point of 

order. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR : Only two gentlemen rose on 
this side before you were on your legs; one of them was Mr. Ghose. 
(Cries of “no”, “no” from Government benches and cries of “yes”, “yes” 
from Opposition benches.) B'ut Mr. Ghose had to resume his seat because 
Khan Bahadur Mohammed All got up in the middle. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 did not allow him very much time. I only allowed 
him two minutes’ time. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Sir, you may he pleased to 
allow a new member, who has additional grounds and who rose befoie you 
were on your legs to put before you his points and 1 am sure you will not 
regret your decision. 

Mr. SPEAKER: May I know from the Leader of the Opposition how 
many members want to speak on this point of order from his party. 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Mr. Speaker, two members of my party 
were on their legs before you stood up. (Cries of “no” “no” from the 
Government benches and cries of “yes” “yes” from the Opposition benches.) 
I would request you, Sir, to allow these two members to put their submis- 
sions before you and then to give your ruling. 

Sir, if I may say without meaning any offence, do not allow the atmos- 
phere of this House to affect you. That w r ould be detrimental to the 
privileges of this House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am always very anxious to have assistance from both 
sides of the House and I implore your help on every point, but you must realise 
that we have got to transact some business and not to discuss and debate 
only and go away without coming to any decision. The matter before the 
House is a particular motion and I think we should have some discussion on 
that also. That should be the lookout of all concerned because 1 cannot 
allow points of order being discussed ad infinitum. Mr. Ghose, I hope you 
will finish in 5 minutes and will raise new points which have not been 
traversed by Mr. Gupta. ^ 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN (Dacca): On a point of order, Sir. Every 
member of this House is interested in the procedure that has to be adopted 
here. When we want a ruling from you on a point of order, we want the 
ruling as a matter of right, but we cannot speak on a point of order as a 
matter of right. Sir, it is for you to seek the assistance of this House. 
Therefore, if you allow only one member to speak on the point of order and 
if you feel that you are in a position to give a ruling on the facts available 
to you, then, Sir, no member of this House can claim as a matter of right 
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“I shall place new facts before you and therefore you allow me to speak”. 
Therefore, if you allow members to speak on that claim, whether it is a 
claim of the leader of a party or it is a claim of an individual member, I am 
afraid, you will be creating a dangerous precedent and like your predecessor 
it will so happen that the business of the House will never be transacted. I 
would, therefore, respectfully draw your attention to this aspect of the 
question and I would respectfully request you to limit the discussion. 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTERJEE: Is that a point of order? If 1m has 
a right to advise you, we also have a similar right to advise you. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In this case I have acceded to the request of the 
Leader of the Opposition without creating any precedent as a special case. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Mr. Gupta has said that it will create a 
dangerous precedent to allow this motion to be discussed in this House. 
What I have to say is this that under the constitution the Governor-General 
lias no right, no authority to issue any directive to the Governor of any 
province in such a matter. It is not merely to say that it should not be 
treated as a dangerous precedent but what I say is that the Governor- 
General has no right, no authority to issue such a directive. If you will 
read section 54 of the Government of India Act 

Mr. SPEAKER: Elease refer to the section without reading it. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: From the Instrument of Instructions 
Issued to the Governor and the Governor-General, you will find that in the 
provincial sphere while the executive power is vested in the Governor, he 
l K ,s a Council of Ministers to advise him on certain matters whereas other 
matters are within his discretion and individual judgment. On matters 
which are within the ministerial responsibility, under the Instrument of 
Instructions the Governor must abide by the advice g'iven by the Ministers 
and section 54('i) reads: “Before giving any directions under this section, 
the Governor-General shall satisfy himself that nothing in the directions 
requires the Governor to act in any manner inconsistent with any Instru- 
ment of Instructions issued to the Governor by His Majesty. 

Now, Sir, one -of the preambles to the Instrument of Instructions issued 
to the Governor reads as follows: Whereas, at the same time, it is the 
purpose of the Act that the Governments and Legislatures should be free in 
their own sphere to pursue their own policy j and in this sphere no directions 
can be given by the Governor-General to the Governor. The Governor- 
General has competence, if he has any, only in such matters as come within 
the province of the individual discretion and judgment of the Governor alone. 
In other matters he has no right to give any direction. 

As such, I maintain that this resolution is not in order as the Governor- 
General cannot issue any direction. Therefore, it should be ruled out of 
order. 

Mr. SATI8H CHANDRA BOSE: Mr. Speaker, I am urging some addi- 
tional grounds. Whatever rights the Assembly possesses are by virtue of 
the Government of India Act known as the Constitution Act. We have to 
look within the four corners of the Statute to find out what are our rights 
and privileges. 

Now, we have no right under the Statute to present an address to the 
Governor in matters relating to a different Province. Whatever rights the 
Governor has are laid down in sections 308 and 90 of the Government of 
India Act. In cases where the members of the Provincial Assembly seek an 
amendment of certain provisions of the Act or Orders-in-Council, the Provin- 
cial Assembly can present to the Governor an address for submission to His 
Majesty praying that His Majesty may he pleased to communicate 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You are referring to section 3Q8 ? 
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Mr. SATISH CHANDRA BOSE: Yes, Sir. We are circumscribe! 
within this section and no other section applies. We canont present ai 
address in matters concerning the affairs of another Province. And then 
Sir, as the Statutory Commission has observed each Province is mistress ii 
her own house. Therefore unless we have the right under the Constitutioi 
Act to present an address to the Governor in matters relating to differen 
Provinces in respect of which other Provinces enjoy full autonomy we havi 
no right to present an address in matters like immigration as contemplate! 
in this motion. In so far as we seek by this action to interfere with tin 
affairs of a different Province it will be looked upon as unwarranted inter 
ference on the part of this Assembly to meddle with other peoples’ business 
We must think thrice before we present an address. (The Hon’ble Khar 
Bahadur Mohammed Ali : What about South Africa?) We should no 
invite a rebuff from the Governor or the Governor-General. This Assembly 
will look very small if by acting in this way we invite rebuffs from the 
Governor or the Governor-General. Rule 117 of the Assembly Procedure 
Rules lays down that an address from the Assembly to the Governor shall 
be presented through the Speaker after a motion made and carried in the 
Assembly. To what matter does it relate? Not to an address presented ti 
the Governor in matters relating to another province but in matters contem- 
plated under the Act, i.e., under section 308 of the Government of Indio 
Act and no other. 

Now, Sir, the rule-making power is given under section 84 of the Gov- 
ernment of India Act. This rule-making power can be exercised only for f he 
purpose of carrying out the provisions of tbe Act and for no other purpose. 
For instance, a Chamber of a Provincial Legislature may make rules foi 
regulating, subject to the provisions of this Act, their procedure and tin 
conduct of their business. That is to say, Sir, you cannot make rule> 
contrary to the provisions of the Act for the purpose of carrying out tin 
provisions of the Act. I read rule 117 as the rule framed for carrying out 
the provisions of section 308 of the Constitution Act. You cannot go beyond 
section 308. That is my point and I think I have made my point clear. If, 
Mr. Speaker, you hold that the rules are framed on the basis of the Consti- 
tution Act, rule 117 of the Rules of Procedure has no application and does 
not govern the present ease before us. If however, Mr. Speaker, you hob 
that it does, I will say that this rule is ultra vires of the statute, that is 
the Government of India Act. You cannot make rules in respect of matter* 
inconsistent with the Act or in respect of matters not contemplated by tin 
Constitution Act. Therefore, Sir, my submission to you is that this point oi 
order should be maintained. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have allowed two honourable members to speak <n 
this point of order. I allow Mr. Fazlur Rahman to speak as a special cast 
for five minutes. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the contention of tin 
Opposition that this directive cannot be given by the Governor-General undei 
section 54 is not tenable. You will kindly refer to section 52 of the Govern- 
ment of India Act, 1935. Section 52(7) runs thus: “In the exercise of hb 
functions the Governor shall have the following special responsibilities, thai 
is to say: — 

(a) the prevention o? any grave menace to the peace or tranquillity oi 
fjhe Province or any part thereof.” 

You know, Sir, that this problem of the Bengal immigrants in the Province 
of Assam means a grave menace to the peace and tranquillity of the Provinct 
of Assam. You know, Sir, that law r and order are being enforced anc 
consequently it means a grave menace to the peace and tranquillity of tin 
Province of Assam. 

Now, Sir, if you refer to sub-section (3) of section 52, you will find “L 
and in so far as any special responsibility of the Governor is involved, ht 
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shall, in the exercise of his functions, exercise his individual judgment as 
to the action to he taken.” Therefore it is a thing which comes under the 
individual judgment of the Governor of the Province of Assam. 

Then we come to section 54. There it is said: “In so far as the 
(Jovernor of a Province is by or under this Act required to act in his discre- 
tion or to exercise his individual judgment, he shall be under the general 
control of, and comply with such particular directions, if any, as may from 
time to time be given to him by the Governor-General in his discretion.” 
Therefore, Sir, it is a fit subject on which the Governor-General can give 
a direction, and it is a motion which is in order. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am thankful to the honourable members who have 
spoken on this point of order and T make no reservation in admitting that 
1 have been benefited by the discussion. 

The subject-matter of the motion is that Bengalees are suffering in some 
part of British India, and any matter that concerns the sufferings of the 
Bengalees will, 1 hope, receive the sympathetic consideration of all legis- 
lators of Bengal. As for myself I do not think 1 should be justified in 
shutting out such a matter from being discussed in ihe Province whose 
inhabitants are suffering in some part of India, ((hies of “Hear, hear”.) 

With regard to admissibility I have already made it clear that it does 
not conn 1 within the purview of resolutions because it does not contemplate 
any subjects which are within the ministerial responsibility of this Province. 
So it comes under ordinary motions. It also does not come within the 
category of a special motion because that also contemplates that the Minister 
concerned should give his •consent, to it. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: What about your notice, 
Sir? 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 do not quite follow you. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: 1 am asking about your own 
notice. You say that it does not come under resolutions. May 1 hand 
over this notice to you? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y ou may hand it over to the Secretary and he will look 
into it. If there is any mistake you can come to my chamber. 

Now, the point that has been raised is that the Government of India 
Act does not provide tor such a motion and reference has been made to 
certain sections — section 808, section 52 and section 54 I believe. I think 
ii comes within the jurisdiction of the individual discretion of the Provincial 
Governor contemplated in section 52. A ruling of this House has been 
referred to by Mr. Gupta. I have gone through that ruling. That ruling, 
I should think, rather goes against the point that has been raised in this 
matter because there it has been stated clearly that the procedure under rule 
117 of the Legislative Assembly Procedure Rules can be availed of by the 
members of this House in which there is no oilier remedy; and the subject- 
matter of this motion is one which cannot be brought before this House 
in any other form except under the provision of rule 117. It has been said 
that according to the ruling referred to if the matter is a controversial one, it 
should not be allowed. I cannot imagine that in the Provincial Legislature 
<d' Bengal consisting of the Bengalees and of those who live in Bengal, there 
will be any controversy with regard to a matter which concerns the sufferings 
of Bengalees in another province. That view is strengthened by the fact 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTERJEE: Is the resolution being moved from 
the chair? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That view is strengthened by the fact that I have 
received notices of two amendments from the members of the Opposition — 
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one from Mr. Datta, no less a person than the Deputy Leader of the Opposi- 
tion, in which there is nothing* to show that he is against the main motion. 
Only certain procedure has been suggested, and that is a matter for discussion 
in the House. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: It will not be moved. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a different matter. Then, with regard to the 
question of recriminations referred to by Mr. Gupta, I think that in a matter 
like this the conduct of those responsible for the measure should not be 
attacked in a way which may be tantamount to recriminations because they 
have not got the right or opportunity to defend themselves in this House. 
This should be an innocent resolution and speeches which will be made in 
this conneolion will not, T hope, be provocative. In this view of the matter 
I think that the motion that has been tabled should be allowed. 

Mr. TAFAZZAL ALI: Mr. Sp oaker, Sir, this Assembly is of opinion — — 

Mr. SPEAKER: You have already moved. There is no necessity of 
repeating the motion. 

Mr. TAFAZZAL ALI: Sir, my sense of duly to my Bengali brelhren 
crying in agony in the wilderness of Assam has prompted me to move this 
motion in this House. I hope and trust that all sections of this House will 
give this motion the consideration that it deserves, and I am confident that 
the honourable members will rise above party and communal considerations 
in discussing this motion. 

Sir, all members of this House have heard of the evictions in some parts 
of the Assam Valley. These evictions are an offspring of a system known 
as the pernicious “line system” in Assam. This system can very shortly 
be described as a replica of the Begging Act in South Africa. T may aUo 
mention to the honourable members of this House, Sir, that on the 1 (it li 
March, 1943, from the Upper House of the Bengal Legislature an address 
was presented to the Governor of Bengal to abolish this very “line system'’ 
of Assam, and 1 am very glad to remind the honourable members of this 
House that that motion before the Upper House was passed unanimously 
and agreed to even by my friends who occupy the other side of the House 
in this chamber. I may also remind my friends that it is not my intention 
to rake up the discussion on the points of order that had been raised. But 
just as a passing reference I may mention in this connection that the conduct 
of the South African Government was also the subject of another address on 
the same day moved by no less a person than the Leader of the Congress 
Party in the Upper House on the 16th March, 1943 — by Mr. Lalit Chandra 
Das. That address was also unanimously presented to the Governor of this 
Province. Sir, I hope you will excuse me for this little digression. 

Sir, the ’’line system” is a sort of demarcation. A line has been drawn 
at a certain place beyond which the immigrants from Bengal are not allowed 
to acquire land either by purchase, grant, or settlement and, what is most 
astounding, even by marriage. If an immigrant marries an Assamese girl, 
the children of that marriage, because of the line system that is obtaining’, 
will not be able to inherit the property of the mother, even though under 
the personal law of the mother the children are heirs of the legacy of the 
mother. This is the state of things there. 

Sir, I know I have to modify my speech according to the observations 
made by you and. I will try my utmost to confine myself to points which 
may not irritate either my friends here who may or may not agree with me, 
or my friends outside the Assembly Chamber. 

i Sir, this "line system” may be considered from different points of view: 
There is the legal aspect of the line system, the economic aspect of the lm e 
.system and the moral aspect of the line system obtaining in Assam. Sir? 
-80 ^ ar as the economic aspect is concerned, Bengal is one of the most, 
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nay the most, densely populated province in India and is as densely 
populated as two of the most densely populated countries in Europe, namely, 
Belgium and England and Wales. The population of Bengal per square 
mile is 779 according to the Census of 1941. On the other hand the Province 
ot Assam is one of those provinces in British India which are very thinly 
populated. Ihere the dens^y of population according to the census of 
1940-41 will he near about J 90 per square mile only. In these circum- 
stances, Sir, it is only natural that Bengal, where the density of population 
is so high, will look to her good neighbour, and I expect her to be friendly 
neighbour, to spare some lands for the hungry sons of Bengal who find it 
necessary to go to Assam and depend upon the goodness of the Assamese 
brethren. 

wB^n these immigrants from Bengal go to Assam they cultivate 
only the virgin soil. 1 think I am not complete in my description if I stop 
here. They cultivate only those lands which are 'called jungle lands 
lands wliich are not touched by a pair of tongs by the people of Assam'. 
Immigrants from Bengal go and cultivate, those lands and out of those lands 
they produce food that caters not only for the people of Assam, not only 
for the Muslims of Assam, hut for the majority population of Assam who 
happens to he Hindus, they cater not only for the Province of Assam hut 
they cater for people outside the Province of Assam. They have turned 
these jungle lands into lands fit for cultivation. They have' converted the 
jungle lands of Assam into lands producing milk and honey. 

Sir, in this connection 1 may quote a report of an officer--! will name 
the officer, not just now hut after some time after my friends become a little 
hit curious — one officer who was the Deputy Commissioner at that time of 
some district in Assam Valley. He submitted a report to the Census Com- 
missioner in 1941. While referring to the district of Nowgong he spoke 
about these Bengali immigrants in these terms: “The people (meaning the 
immigrants) have brought in their wake wealth, industry and general 
prosperity to the whole district. They have improved the" health of the 
countryside by clearing jungles and converting wilderness into prosperous 
villages. Their love and care for cattle are an object lesson to others. 
Government revenue has increased, trade and commerce have prospered.” 

I am all the more happy. Sir, to speak out the name of the officer 
because that officer does not happen to be a Muslim. Tie happens to he a 
nght-thinking Hindu gentleman. 1 do not know whether he was a Bengalee 
but I presume he was not a Bengalee hut he was a Hindu gentleman whose 
i'ume is Rai Bahadur P. (j. Mukherjee, who was Deputy Commissioner of 
Nowgong in 1941. In spite ol observations from men for whom it is 
physically impossible to have a communal bias for the immigrants, the 
Government of Assam did not do justice to the immigrants. 1 do not spare 
ibose Cabinets which were headed by Sir Muhammad Saadullah. 1 had 
personal discussion with him also. I realised from the discussion that he 
had certain difficulties in his way. All the same his Cabinets also on 
different occasions did not do what was expected of them to do. But one 
ibing must be said about Sir Muhammad Saadul lab’s Government that he 
realised the justice of the claim of the immigrants and that was the reason 
( d his nervousness in taking any drastic steps against these immigrants in 
8 iate of the decision of his Coalition Cabinet. But things are not going on 
w ell since the 25th February, 194(i. Sir, I refrain, in order to respect your 
Wishes and the sentiments of my friends of which I had a glimpse in course 
( d file discussion on the points of order, from referring to the communal 
aspect of the decisions and the measures taken by the Government of Assam 
as far as practicable, but, Sir, it pains me to point out that in spite of the 
feport of the nature which I have read out before the House, Bengali 
immigrants had always been treated as pariahs in Assam Valley. 
Undoubtedly some immigrants got lands but there are lakhs of immigrants 
Mho have been refused land in spite of the fact — undeniable fact — that there 
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are plenty of spare lands available in the Province of Assam, particularly in 
Assam Valley, apart from the billy districts, I mean in tbe plain districts. 

I bad occasion, Sir, to see some of the grazing reserves wbicb are tbe 
subject of discussion of both these provinces in and outside this Chamber. 
I have seen with my own eyes miles and miles of open lands standing in tbe 
district of Darrang where also evictions are taking place. I could not see 
a single human face nor a single buffalo or a cow. I enquired about tbe 
reason from one of tbe Ministers of tbe then Government of Assam with 
whom 1 was travelling. He bad to tell me that tbe area of grazing reserves, 
tbe quantum of land available in the grazing reserves, is much 
in excess of the needs of tbe livestock of the Province of Assam. 
According to the agricultural statistics of Assam, 1940-41, there are 0,747,78(1 
acres of uncultivated land, virgin soil. But Sir, settlement of land is being 
refused to the immigrants of Bengal in spite of their services to that 
Province. Sir, you will be surprised to know 

Mr. SPEAKER: You have already spoken for 15 minutes. 

Mr. TAFAZZAL ALI : 1 pray for another 15 minutes. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR : Sir, the mover may be allow- 
ed to continue bis speech and place bis whole case before the House, because 
it needs very careful consideration. The subject is grave and tbe House 
ought to get tbe fullest scope to discuss it. If you have allowed the 
subject, it should not be shut gut and the discussion should not be marred. 

Mr. TAFAZZAL ALI: 1 am grateful to my honourable friend. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will allow you 10 minutes more. 

Mr. TAFAZZAL ALI: My honourable friends will be surprised to know 
that most of the tea garden coolies who happen to be non-Muslims get land 
without any difficulty whatsoever, but restriction is imposed only on tbe 
Muslim immigrants when they go to Assam for land. This policy, Sir, 
directly brings into play section 298 of tbe Government of India Act which 
lays down that no one shall be refused land on grounds of race or religion 
only. So that section makes it illegal for tbe Government of Assam to 
refuse land only on tbe ground of religion or race. So far as tbe Congress 
point of view is concerned, 1 may remind (be honourable members of this 
House that a declaration of tbe Indian National Congress in its Karachi 
session laid down that every citizen in India is free to move throughout 
India, to stay in any part of India, to acquire property and follow any trade 
or calling, and to be treated equally with regard to legal prosecution ojt 
legal protection in all parts of India. Both with regard to tbe provisions 
of the Government of India Act as well as in view of the declaration of the 
Indian National Congress about the fundamental rights of Indians — the 
refusal of the Government of Assam to settle lands with Bengalis on grounds 
oi race and religion only are ultra vires of tbe Government of India Act as 
well as of' the declaration of Congress on the fundamental rights of the 
Indians. Sir, does it lie in the mouths of men who condemn the South 
African Government for bringing in discriminatory legislations to support 
a Government that gives the same treatment to tbe sons of the same soil ^ 

I leave it to tbe House to consider. There is no justification for treatment 
of this nature to be meted out to tbe sons of the same soil. 

Sir, I am giving some graphic pictures of what took place during the 
evictions. I have taken this from two booklets one of which has been pub- 
lished by no less a person than Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury who was at one 
time a Minister of tbe Government of Assam. He recorded tbe statements 
°| persons who migrated to Champapura Patliar, and I find in some 
of those statements that tbe bouses of people who bad lived there for long 
were destroyed. Those people took shelter in tbe grazing reserves. From 
those 54 statements I find that many persons built their homes in tbe grazing 
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reserves and lived there for 3 to 12 years and were carrying on their peace- 
ful avocation. Even after such a period it has been thought necessary to 
evict those people from the grazing reserves. Sir, the present Ministry of 
Assam has taken shelter under a decision of Sir Md. Suadulla’s Cabinet 
vliich was taken sometime back. I can also point out that the same 
Cabinet of Sir Md. Saadulla on the 2nd February, 1946, laid down that in 
all professional grazing reserves persons who have sown at least one crop 
.should not bo evicted, but should bo allowed land in the reserves. Persons 
who have sown at least one crop on Government waste land should not be 
evicted but allowed settlement. In spite of the decision of the last Ministry 
the Congress Ministry is resorting to eviction. 

I will quote two instances from a booklet published b\ one gentleman, 
Moslemuddin. He gave a graphic description. In one case a woman named 
Abirjan of Sf) years of age was suffering from fever for 10 or 12 days. She 
was evicted in spite of her begging for some time to get rid of her malady, 
in another case in which the. house of one Kalimuddin was destroyed, a 
Special Officer with Police, soldiers, and local inhabitants — it is a novel way 
of evicting people — went to the house of Kalimuddin and used elephants in 
demolishing his house. The wife of Kalimuddin was feeding her hungry 
children but she was not allowed to feed her children and then go out of the 
house. Her health and home were destroyed, her earthen pots were broken, 
and food was soiled. Sir, is this the wa\ to evict people? Is this the proper 
application of the law of eviction? 1 will request all sections of the House 
to consider this matter dispassionately. Because one particular Minister or 
some Ministers in a Province belonging to Congress has or have a communal 
or racial outlook it does not logically follow that other Ministers of other 
Provinces will also become communal in their outlook. There must be 
good men and bad men in all parties. So my intention is not to condemn 
the Congress organisation as a whole, not to condemn any Ministry even in 
the Province of Assam, but my intention is to place before this House the 
facts in order to consider "whether we should do our little bit to give relief 
to the sufferings of our brethren in Assam. Sir, I realise perfectly veil 
that the interests of the Provinces of Bengal and Assam lie in concord and 
not in conflict. It does not augur well at this crucial moment of the history 
of India that those two Provinces should fall out on a matter like tins--— on 
a matter which can be easily settled by amicable methods and by giving 
iclief to the sufferers. So far as T am concerned, my attitude would have 
been the same even if the sufferers wore non-Muslims. So, Sir, 1 would 
appeal to all sections of the House to consider this motion dispassionately 
unci come to a decision, to contribute their mite, to do what they can for the 
amelioration of the condition of our distressed brethren in the province of 
Assam. 

Sir, with these words I commend my motion to the House for considera* 
t ion . 

Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, * ^rpft CT motion 

%WC? House 4 oppose Etft^ (Shame, shame, 

cries— shame on you). 

Sir,, Cl (7T$ TOTjI OT 'dtt I 

GFtfro | ( Shame. ) val 'SFfT, shame, shame 

I ^*FT ssrfaft shame Rl, ^tt^FTTO ffitWTO TO (cries, cheers ) I 

Sflft oppose ^^05 Etfej 4$ WVT, wn EFT ^ ft TOT’lFT I 

y pHt'U *FRi VCIU^, ^^FTt^l appeal W^T C$ 

TO CTO? filTOS ( noise, cries ). CtCV 

</R, \»TO OT — <jf5|ff C 5 ^ I ( Noise. ) really ^PTeffiFT ^1^5 EFT, RtfVTO EFT, 

ma appeal 3RTS SR Rl ^1 TO TOH C&ft SRT *ttf¥?FT (loud 

noise). 
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Mr. SPEAKER : Mr. Zairian please come to the point. You should confine 
yourself to the subject matter of the motion. 

Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN : «rtfa <?RTf^ < 7 R oppose TOf| l < 7 T$ TO®tof% 
rtfwft to #r TOR TO l Rtfa oppose TOf| 4$ TOR— TOOT (71 Britishers <n 
($tOT rely TO CTO? TO Indian (RttTO ^TpTtt TOT^ ®tOT TORI 

CTO appeal $ TOT® R I (Voice — TOT TO, TOT TO I ) TOT TOl C^fTO ? TO TOt FTl CTO? 
TO? ? 'yUlcH3 Of*t %cb% (TO I Rtfa TOfa ^Rl? TO? “TflWtft” ( Bengalee) 

TO fRTO TOTO I TO® TOl'C?' fatTOR TOTOt ( Bengalee ) to ’flTO TOT® TO Rl (noise - 
cheers). TO TTtTOt? TOT TO OTC^ I TO TOMf'C® T>fc TOt?p TOtfOT (?) 

®*R TOTttjT TO?%TO TO TOm Ministry 4 $ ^Tl^T TO?%TO I ?*R St®t 

fTO *R TOl <T 5 t V fro (Shame, shame, cries, noise) TOft TOft TORI ^®*R 

CRNt? %TO ? TO TO RtTTO l>Rl TOtfOT CRtROT frafeTH TO €t? RRtR 4?^ 

CjfCH'sJ TOTC? ®t?l Btc'^lfc TOR%^ j (7T^ TO"? TO blOT OTR TOrc? TO» CR^ 

TO, ^oTO TO fTO?%*R cTOIR? ( Noise, cries. ) TOfTI Ministry TO TOTO^, 
TO, TO *TOT TO TOTO, TOTI TOT ^TI I TO? TO# Rl 41>1 TO 7 t? R? ( voices— ®t$ 
Rtf%?) ( Noise, laughter. ) \STO, TOTO R1 I TOR CTO? fTO Hi, ®tTOR TOOT I *rf? 

5 rfoJ4'R ' 5 T ; T7R TO? TOR, ®R f?TO^ C^/TO? C?RRl RRI *‘147?— appeal TO? ?? I RlTOR 
TORI CTO— TO5 CTO— TOTO TOT5 RTOTOOT TO® CTO CTO CR fTOl^ ? TO CTO fttTOpT 
®tOT TO^ appeal TO? ??, f?OTR TO? ?? I ?f? TO®7Rt? TOTt? TO? ?RR TO? Rtp? TO I 
mm Ministry c? tr«n Rt?#OT TOOT <?r$ TO$? *f?i TOf®t? to Rt$? to 
< n$ ^TPfTO I appeal TO C?*TO (71 TOTO? 

tff® ^ ?Wt I TO TO^S TOfl TO f^CWTO '#TM ^pfdlf^r TO TO 
TOTO I 4® ^rr'STO »T1 TO, WT?F1C^^ ^TTO TO fTC^T FH'T ^Wf^S I 

( loud laughter. ) ^tsr ^ W^1 4 1 1 TO ^ftc<f TO’c^T C 7 ^ ^fhTfC 3 ? TO?n 

* TO ^Ttrf TO’r^I W^IT C5h ^R1 TOTO I Constitution 

'stfTO* I (Tl^tC 7 ? TO^l Constitution form ^TOi — (TlTOT ^fTO TO^f TO^T 3 ?!^ fro 

( 7 ? ^rtw m<r\ TOrf^ — c 7 ?^ ^r^n? f%^n, (tt ^ 1 ^tw f^i'Q v?? 

C®t^ TO c^, TOn appeal (Tit Viceroy “®f^f Wl T^” ( shame, 

shame, cries ) . c=Tfc^ 'Sftr^ ^rTOi ^TiTO^ ; ^rh?^i iSTOs* ^pt TOr? <RTO, 

$TO§; Ministry ^ ; TO ®rt <i it farm i ^U] 

OsNIc^lcm ^ ¥d? y£c^c^ ^ cmc 4 ^ ^TC^T I 1 ®!^' ^rtf^ resolution ^TO ^1(71 

S’sr TO? TO (7R1, fto ^Tf® (Tf^TTI I ^ resolutions^ 0$U TO 7 ? TO5 

i TO tf^ TOfl^r, ^rtc^ ^ sp* c^^Tn 

TO^, %TO Houses \3 «ilt House^l^ ®t^l TO? f% <FCTfTOR ? 

^«n to c i to froi ut$ i c®tc^ to ftoi*o ^ (Tit 1 ® ®*i^ 

TO cTO frofroR ? c^TOt^r “srro c^ran ^itfroR” to ?i i 4 TOr ^c® c 1 ?^ i 

^ Wtt TO «ITO TOR TOITO ’R^n itsi I TOlTO ^ fMCT? I ®?TO 
TO, CSfim TOR f%? TOR$'3Ttfa<p?rf^ flTO^^^pR ^ I (7FTO*T TOn^S ^ftTOOT 

TOf (TITO ( cheers ) I ^T®TO TO ^ftTO ®f^TO iRO? ®1TO W ?TTO (TF^ I ^ ’Tf^TTO 
TO TOT® 5T? fro ^tf® fro WTOCTO TOTO? TO R I TO C*ll> *T1, TO? fro 

l ( Cheers, laughter. ) TOft RtR C*R TOf| l 

Mr. SPEAKER: Th^re are two amendments to the special motion in 
!the names of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta and Mr. Ganendra Chandra 
Bhattacharjee. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: I do not intend to move my 
amendment. 
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Mr. CANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARJEE: I also do not want 
to move. 

MUHAMMAD HABIBULLA CHOUDHURY : Mr Speaker, Sir, q rortp ? w wil 
5TOT TOtpi to-iImi ppfa Pt°*n crop TO'tpfiro, Pi^t-ifro vg ^rjptt to ppr prortpra- 

wf ^5 1 ^rtfp ^ffpfp p*f TO% ptppto ^ferorp wtPtfi^ i <<& ^pgtp ? re e r H top 

^PCPP PfpPOf I PfRtP P^tSfalTP ?p5JtP TOP^ I 4$ C![ c Hp ^JPgfp PtTO 4ETOf|[tf5 

4$ tTTO i 

cro faro to f/pre pjrofp cp cto crap era to ppfoi vfftffr CT ^ 
fra raft pi cpr, topi c?ra ptp toi crappy ctopto cpto craft TO i u. »S. A. ^cra 
Pn^ti ^<p pP TOcp 8 ^ wp tot — ■ ratP'Tre 066 sr, sptra ^oo wp ; <4 to fa toicto 
ctff^rrat^— pp'TOrt *w> $r era, topcp *v<\ wp pr to i <£f pc* topi crore *rrfi^ 

^ 4pfi> CWTO 'STOfa 4P TOft£PP3 CP“ft CTO MTOffasttP PtP PPR> 4P PP'TOtP I Mr. Speaker, 
Sir, TOTfp *TOpp cp Pt°Pi era srfarttpp TO>ilt>H toRp cTOp toto f era> i pt*Rp pptp 

*T;*ft, PW 'SrfWfTO TOflbtci TOfPP C‘<C¥ PlCHP TO[ ^ P^TP PTO spiin? I pf°pi (Tfpf 4pfrap 
wfaftTOP TOJlbh, TO 4ftfaft ^tpfafp PpR I TO®RT Pt’PtP WPTOtPP p?f?P (T^ ^iTO cPltP 
TO C5TO OH Rif TO TO CP\5fr^ I PtTO PRP, PtxPtP v[tPT CP TO wfpPl ITOTTOl TO 
<?ft TO TOP PPP wfap RTO *RvF 5 TO PtPP ^5PP pfe tfft FT ^PtPtP — 

TOT CPP — TOftCPP PP WCP (PP I ? PCft ^PpT TOttP TOl TOffP fPCPCTF, TOPR TOP TOT 
TOP?, fap' 4 PTt'CTO TO P'3P s fT'3TO TOT ^PpT I C^f^l VJZ * f WpTTOTO TOTlFfpr 

fro ^tm \fi TO^ toii^ i '®Mfi? > TO-PP cwto ^ fPl^ ^rPro to to^, 

^tTO crop wPFfpn pPp TOTO 1-?P Pffpp pptp? PsTO Tot Rpfpr frac^ i €Pi 
CTOTfTOR tfjc*r c*f ^Pr «T^F, P5p TO^I PTO TOT ^f^l^P prevjj Ppp, vjp’pT 4Pf*t 
fro ^)PTPf pp I PfTO 5Tf5Tft RfTOP f TO? rap PiTO CNpf^TO €Pl I TOP 

TOH^P 6 ^ ^fpp StffRF pfrop^T PP CSP* PtpP'P^T t[ v fp I ppp 5tft TO TOfP era, TO 5 ^ 

P ''3P WpfRQP 5ITO ^1 TO-TOt(P CTOF C®P pfeP^T TOM ^'PR TOtTO ^P), TO TO^T 
(TOT? TOP TOt'Q TOP TOIM3 I tP^P ^tTTO <Pp PP 5, HWP CTOfll ^TpT I >^00 TO ( v fP TOT 
^ PTOH pp I vjP^T ppp pfaTO PTt'PP Pp P^Pl C*f»r \s TOP il^F tfP^ - P f^p I 

CTOP1 R°P1 OH PP 5, TOP P'SP fe, ^&v[P PP TOTOf*T°5 ^1 pf?^tTO Pt'&PtP TO fatTO CTO P<n 
^P PI ^ f TO I Pt TOP PTOP TO'tPJPT C-J'-fP PP SrfRP PTOP, ^pf#t c«j <.|^t — TOl OHPT 
PfsTO PlfTO Pfc <4^5tP TOfP PPTO 1TP ^ft’pT ^tTO CTOPP ^tP? ppf*T *?f ra . 
TOl pf 1 BureaucracyP' PtP TOP ra ^P l 'VA sz *\ order TO TOP fpp I TOp t[ v ll 

Government orders Pi ppp CounciliJP Pf^TPP ?pfp I 4kl 5PP fpfe^f pfpP District 
OfHcerpp executive p®fpp PP i -i]$\5tp P^PTP P?TPT TO- ft btPl t[fb r tP Ptfep TO I ^1p 
PP^l PI Ptf^CP^, v£|ft TOfP HtPl ^ v fl PP--PtfP fpsr R^f Rpfl^l pfel ^3TOP , TOfP WlP 

pfp pfpi TO 9 totop top p? Topi v fft% 3 ?tP Ptft pfR prpTOfpp frorPiPfPi pfeitl pp:to ^tpp 

TOPtP WfPtfb^ ^tPl ^^PtP TOfP fpp RCP 'Pf^P, TOfPP f% ^fp P^5 fpp'9 PPl ^P^ I 

TOtPP Pt^P tT^ PPT ? 4ft 4^\ WfPTO PtPfPPl ckP R3PI TSUm—4$ TOTO 

TOtff ^t 51 TO P^ TOTO TOP PI I PtptP (TOP PlfTP TOtPl PP1 ^Pi^ I Mr. Speaker, 
TOfPfP Ofpp CTO TOP? ^P PTPTI PR1 T51 PP, fPPT^PP CPTO PTOU5P TOF '3 1 

?5Ttf%p crapp ^p^ toti i pi pi ctop cpitop ptpt pip toi^ pf% toppp Opposition 
Leader fa fapl TOP PfP, fa c®r, fp, TOPP P'TJPP P^s wpptp, p^fpro fafp p^^i ^pm 
comrade p^ RtPtPP ®Mp pfp p*tp TOtt pfppl cpfp €tPi pfp ^tPTTO PtP, CPlt^P 'StPi P\^P^ 
WtPH TOTP Pi I TOTO ^Tlf%05 .... 

Mr. SPEAKER : Order, Order. The House stands adjourned for 15 minutes for 
prayer. W e reassemble at 7 - 45 . 
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(After adjournment.) 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOUDHURY : Mr. Speaker, Sir, TO 
hh cs TOh ?jri htrirrh c^Tt^w chcf fac^ hi, fi hh, 

faTO, h^ito^ cro hri RtHPTO to TOfFF, firto artro TO c*Rf to ffas$ i 

Rtfa HHCF Ftftf TOR H^TRT TO H^faH CTO TO RHHl HstFF TO 

to^, TO $$RpfhiTH h$rh to HHfa — ^rtrf to TO tor fro rrr- 
hThTOh hrt ntst hh h^hcf fTh, fr’rt 4$ Hf^H tfHi FRF TO or hi i fara toot houses 
chfi fir: TOsTO£ cro, hr fan**? hrr fro *m hr$ crh— ftot TOhr ntt toh TOhr i f%$ 
Stark Tooth TOhR Hfn? TOfR rITOtohr i m FiHH--<RFfH TO srRHi fTh, f'R hot 3 
TOffe TO HI, TOR TO TO'Jfl FtH — F*R H^RT'3 ^fTOs TO HI, WHfHTO TO $rRHl FtH f'R 
(TOR'Q RtH TOf% ^R HI I 4HH f% HOT HFHHfH nfa TOHl FR ^R HOT RHH HtTO OTH1 I 'QHHl 
HTO, HtRRt#t HOTiHl ^RTOntHOT HOTi CHHH TOf% Ht$ I faTO CTO Fl-HtHtOT HHfHt3 TO 
TOR HR— Ft’ OTTFtOTHm3 CHtHTOf%OTHl I TOf%^H Mr. Speaker, TORR CTOR CTO 
HTO 4?n TOR RRR 3 ?fRF fTOt *RR HtRH OTfH CTO W.%, fa CW, fa, '^CTO CTOH CTO HOTf, HF 
WRHtRH csrR cTO HOT 4H° Hon’ble Minister TO*2Pf RtCHCHH cHc*R CHtRR HTO l ntTO 
4$ CH tpfl ROT TO 4 TORI TOT HRCF TO ? HtOTF h$ HftTOOT HfaFl TOfFR fFRR 4H* 
Houses TO TOR RIOT HRrfaOT TORI HHHHfHHI TOR* Htfa Hf% TORI TOfRt H$ I FtOT 
HHt^R* 4HHH TO ^^^7 >Tff%f%T^'3 ^^RfffW sr&R TC*TT TR1 TO^T 

C^TIT'Q *Tff% ^^ffR, vStCTO 'ilTOl TO (X§ I TO^Tl RTO C^CTOl TOfR f>fR ?tTOf RTCF 
^5tRR RTO Rt:TOl ’fFC^ R ^Tl I R ^RR f-fTO TO^P, grant TO TO 

c*R3?n ?rr i ^fTO^r ^fTO toto c^r ^tf% ^r^rm tor ^TO c f tofr r toc^" 

^TO 4 t ^TOF FtfF^, (7T^ 'Q R f^T# ^CTOR TOTfR TO 

c*fR? ^TOri hi htR —TOr rR ?:TO Rtto tocvS ?r i Irrr ^rf^Fi cTO TOf^— 

^ ^RfR f^R RRi 4Rfi? TOltRH tTRR? ^RT ?TOl ^R Ht TOP R I RTO CFCRTOS 

^rfTOPTR TO, TO I TOtHt ^5fHl HI TORT Ht«t% C^HRH 

HTOf^ HfTOT R'QHl R HI I TO TOT ^R CH H-TOT1 'TO — 4TOTH1 TO CTOT — TO 

4TOIH1 Ht v|fR? Inspector R CHTOR W l Inspector hi TORT HpHl TO I TO Hi TOR 

V TORjTH R%R RTOHRl H^T TOTas RtRH * 3$ v J‘f RM^faf faTSSRl 

HTO I 'TORR R TOTI ^ HTO TO R*ft HHTO HR Htt I ^ Htf^ ^RT 

^R I TOft HCH Tfa TOHl ^THl '3 HtfaRHH Hfa TORtRH tftf% RR, TO HHt^HtCR 'Cfi% 

tfTO TOR — TOl HHtlFHfCvR \FfTOH ^fTOl ^TfTO HTO ^R \3C^H, fa^fTO Hfa 

TOR tfTO HtR TO’RT \stCR TOR ^H^RcTO 4$ 'HFJTtFR ^-lTFtRH fTORf HWTH ^3 HI TOf I 
HI eviction-CH HH HFI H^Ri TO CH*ft TO HHCF Ftt HI I HtRl CHRR ^tWtH^TWfH Jh 1 ^ 

CTO RTO ^tHR HR CHTOW I TOTR HH 5 HHF TOH TO TOiF RCF f^H, Hf^RfRl 

CHHTOR HR FtHHTO FtfeR wfaR? TOHT^ TOHTRHl — HtHl t[TO HtHI fac^H HRT ^RC^ H‘TO 1 
Ht$fTOt CF^R TOTRH HffCF CHf c P HHTHTF — ’RUFC^ TOOT c^*HH T TO RtHfR Ht$tHR HfTFH 
^^RHfFl^TO CH CTO H5T# W^J\ ^U5 'HtR — CHfHR TOl FtfaH TO'HFtR ^H HI 

CHfC^, HWH HF feHl .... 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will you be lengthy? Other members are anxious to 
speak. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Please give me 
ten minutes more. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You have already spoken for about ten minutes. I 
cannot give you ten minutes more. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Then eight 
minutes ? (Laughter. ) ° 
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Mr. 8PEAKER: Please try to be brief. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOUDHURY : c*tt ^ cM^ 

^ $tOT ^Tf>rt:^T fro | ^ 

site <hw<i c*ti Mt 4 t fro ^pr ot ototi^ mmot ^br^r wfiot 
c 5 tw ^tOT c^ot <r© to to mRr sn ot^R c^Tsr i 

Min to ^stm <prf|#n >rtar MtfM m<ot ^i#t^T, TO <rfifi fcffirMMt m°to qffa 

*T*f MMOT^TOsfbl MTO 'MFT — TO f% TOMOT trt^f 4^3 ?JYh MW VT1 ? (7F§ Cf§ TO^T 
— evacuee TO, *r<fTO TO TO TOt^ to*rM i TOTO wIot M^i OTT 5 * to ^ OTOT 
ircTO i ^rro »rar?T mto fact, figure fror c^fro fastt i ^rro *ttoR frotiT 

i cro c4vf cto tos to TO TOsi, TOtt to sot ft i tom qTOOT‘fcr 4Tfl> 
Enquiry Committee^ ^rfTO TOTU? f%TOTTOF TOFfft CTO—faTOTTO TORT £[PT 

C^ZS If (TTO — *tot Mc*r C/TO fro TO?^ qqTO tocs , TOi TOM ctototot fro qft^ 

TO*r ffrTO i ^rrfir fsrTOi TOi ot*m otto c*t ctootiM 

TOfro tom tototo 4$ cn totmm, tom ^rtnt tr^ h t ft ^ ^i totoi ? toiot 

TOtfbn wff ’Tffi? Mir, f¥$ TOl cTOt^i scheme TO scheme — development scheme, 
observation scheme, colonisation scheme, TO'Q f¥ ? TO OT-t TOR TOM, ^tOTM 
TOtTO <? TM? M W\ ! ?]WJ ! IKC^ I ^TOI TOi FT MTC5> TOl I CTOM TO ^£^1 ? ^ ^ — 

T^i 5^55 cqmi i ^ r 4i tot:^ '^/--ir^sR ^z*\z^ Viceroys 

address fro^^T MCv5 *rfa address ’ft^i 

tft^ *tot M*r iit <mto^ ^fMc^ q^'-fV-rc 4 ^ ^fM^^ 

^ TOT MiglfM Mq , ^«TT, ^515’ W fM MC^ M^5 fef^ 

irt#t ^rtf^ ^rhr^i i Mt ^rf^itcq c^r ^^TtM^ ^^'z^ c*r ot ^vsjtbH ^rMbtir 

^ j rr^T — M’^M 3H-OTOT ^ ^5M ’M : K1 *TTO I 

MrsM^firfro & i ^rrR wfq — ^tiwot ^ i ^rrq^Mi ^rf? M#t sm — address 

Viceroys qi fro TO^“ ^IvgTft ^tff\5 *V5 M^ OTtfff qt^T^ 1 ^VS 

to ? rfrot^ i ^ ^r^rR ^c-r ^r^srfR 

cfOT^q^csF^r TOt*r cto ^rfr:<r c^^rr^ff i 

Mr. JYOTI BASU: Mr. Speaker, Sir, at the very outset let me make 
it quite clear that as far as the first part of this motion is concerned I am 
in agreement and that for the sentiments just expressed by Mr. Ilabibullah 
Chaudhury, namely, that there is somebody m Assam suffering, i.c., 
Bengalee immigrants, and we in Bengal are vitally interested because 100 
I (per rent . of these people who are suffering in Assam are Bengalees. I 
r 1/should like to make quite clear my own view and the solution which my 
¥ party suggests to solve this problem for ever. The very first question that 
arises in my mind is, why is it that we find that Bengalis have to leave their 
hearths and homes? Who are those peasants? The landless peasantry of 
Bengal who have to leave their hearths and homes to seek shelter and find 
food somewhere in India. It is a crying shame that we cannot keep them 
in Bengal and treat them as our own kith and kin. I should like to point 
out to members present here on both sides of the House that we cannot keep 
those Bengali peasants well-fed : we cannot give them any food because 
there exists in Bengal a zamindary system which Lord Cornwallis created 
and which is continuing today. We have continued the ignominous 
Permanent Settlement and it is also a shame that Ministries have come and 
gone — our own Ministries — which could not do away with the Permanent 
Settlement and save the peasants of Bengal. That is why we find 
thousands and thousands of Muslim peasants, one of the poorest in our land, 
migrating to Assam for a morsel of food. It is indeed a shame. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, a motion has been brought requesting the Governor- 
General to set things right but I should say, put your hand on your heart 
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and think. Mr. Speaker, [they should think hard instead of all on a sudden 
appealing to the Viceroy and Governors of different provinces to do certain 
things. They should think why is it so, and under whose orders and whose 
regime do we find this injustice done to the peasants of our land, be they 
Hindus or Muslims? This is the same Viceroy and the same Governor to 
whom these gentlemen are appealing for mercy, appealing so that the 
Congress Government in Assam may not evict these poor peasants from the 
land. It is a shame to appeal to those very people who have kept you in 
subjection and poverty. Therefore I should say, and I am addressing my- 
self specially to the Muslim League, that today they have the power and 
when they have the power they should keep these Bengali peasants in 
Bengal. Get rid of the zamindars and of the Permanent Settlement. Build 
up your own industry and join with the Hindus to fight against the 
Britishers. Today I have heard of the Hitlerian theory enunciated in this 
House that we have no "living space. I heard that before in Europe as a 
result of which the mighty war took place there. Again has been raised 
this long forgotten economic theory that we have no land and therefore we 
must migrate elsewhere and occupy other people’s land. I say there is no 
need for that. If we had our own industry, our own land, if we could 
remove the zamindars who have no business to stay on the land, if we could 
give the landless peasants a portion of such land, there would have been no 
need for them to leave this province. We should admit that we have failed 
to carry out our own duty in our own land. Therefore, Mr. Speaker, I say 
that it is a question of land, it is a question of land hunger as far as the 
peasants are concerned. But 1 refer to the Muslim League when I say that 
that question lias been mixed up with the question of Pakisthan. We find 
that this political question has come up to the forefront. We find on the 
other hand that the Congress in Assam are afraid of the very word Pakisthan. 
Therefore they think that these people being predominantly Muslim, it 
they once inhabit those places, probably within a veiy short time their land 
would be claimed — as even now it is unjustly claimed by the Muslim League 
— that Assam should come within Pakistan. Therefore I say that whereas 
on the one hand we find the Aznd and the Morning News spreading venom 
against the Congress Ministry, against the Hindus of Assam, on the other 
hand we find a paper in Assam, the Assamia, Bpreading the same kind of 
venom, and this paper is day after day poisoning the minds of the Assamese 
with Ihe narrow question of provincialism. As far as my point of view is 
concerned I condemn both sides for this sort of mischievous activities. 
(Interruptions from both sides of the House.) 

Sir, I find both sides of the House have been agitated by my speech. I 
would ask them to have patience. I suggest that we here repudiate this 
motion which has been brought by Mr. Tafazzal Ali and form a united 
.committee in Bengal, in this House, to proceed to Assam to see things for 
/ourselves and tackle the Assam Government and the people there instead of 
^'appealing to the Viceroy. (Interruptions from the Muslim League 
benches.) You may go on appealing if you like. Let them appeal as much 
as they can but Viceroys of India would not shed a drop of tears, that I can 
assure them. Therefore, I say, let us all go to Assam and tackle our own 
problem. I appeal for an immediate planned settlement. There must be 
a planned settlement in Assam. We must see how much land we can get 
for the immigrants in Assam. Neither the Congress Government in Assam 
nor the Muslim League has put forth such a suggestion. That is the only 
way out, I believe, if we really wish to help solve in a lasting way the 
problem of the immigrants. 1 say even now that not a single immigrant 
should be ejected because those people, although they have been made 
pawns in the game of politics, do not know anything either about Pakisthan 
or Hindusthan. These people have been made to suffer the landless 
peasantry who have gone from all parts of Bengal for food to Assam. I 
say that there should not be any infliction of suffering either on them from 
the bureaucrats or from the Ministry in Assam and that the eviction should 
stop forthwith. Even now at this late hour let us all agree not to appeal 
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to the Viceroy and the Governor but to unite and form a committee from 
here and see whether we can solve the problem. I shudder to think that 
there are people yet in 1946 who have so much faith in the British that they 
are still appealing to them. Have they not found out that even Mr. Jinn all 
has not got his Pakistan from the Viceroy nor has the Congress got 

independence (Mr. Nihauendu Dutt-Mazumdaii : All this is humbug!) 

Sir, I would ask Mr. Dutt-Mazumdar to have a little more patience to hear 
me. 

Sir, I say again, give up this motion and unite with the Hindus to solve 
the problem of the poor immigrants instead of appealing to the Viceroy. 
Remember the Wahabis who fought for their rights against the British. 
Remember that Rashid Ali for whom you struggled has not been released 
by the Viceroy. In spite of Mr. Jinnah’s declaration Rashid Ali is not being 
released by the Viceroy. Remember the Viceroy will not help you in this 
matter. By appeal that cannot be done. Therefore I say, let us all unite 
and go to Assam and find out if we can do anything there for our poor 
immigrants. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I understand members are not willing to sit any 
longer today. So I adjourn the House till 10 a.m. tomorrow. 

Adjournment. 

The House was accordingly adjourned at 8-11 p.m. till 10 a.m. on 
Saturday, the 27th July, 1946, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly mot in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Saturday, the 
27th July, 1946, at 10 a.m. 

Present : 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur NritrL Amin) in the Chair, 
4 Hon’ble Ministers and 200 members. 

Change of programme of business. 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Mr. Speaker, before you begin the business 
of the House I would like to draw your attention and also the attention of 
the House to the fact that there would be a general strike on Monday. I 
suppose the tram, the bus and the taxis won’t ply and it may be unsafe for 
private cars to come out in the streets. In that circumstance, Sir, I do 
not see how members will be able to attend qn Monday. I am bringing 
this fact for your consideration, Sir, and also for the consideration of Klian 
Bahadur Mohammed Ali, who is leading the Government now. Would it 
be possible not to have a silting on Monday and to have an extra day — 
another day — for general discussion? I am merely making a suggestion. 
It is for you to decide and for Khau Bahadur Mohammed Ali to accede to 
our* request. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, in view of the 
difficulties which the Leader of the Opposition expects T can say this much 
that we would have no objection if another day can he found to accommodate 
the programme fixed for that day. But I may also point out that the other 
House is meeting on Monday and this difficulty was also placed Indore the 
President of that House, but he said “We cannot in anticipation of an event 
which is likely to happen fix our programme”. I think, Sir, that if the 
difficulties which the Honourable Leader of the Opposition expects do 
materialise then there will be difficulties to members of both sides in coming 
to the House and in view of that circumstance we would have no objection 
if another day is allowed. 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Thank you very much. 

(Voices from Government benches : We all agree.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Monday has been fixed for general discussion of the 
Budget. This is one of the four days that have been fixed for general dis- 
cussion and general discussion of the Budget is a privilege of the Opposi- 
tion. If the Opposition Leader and the Leader of the House come to an 
arrangement, that is a different matter; but so far as the Chair is concerned, 

I do not think that the Chair should be a party to the curtailment of the 
privilege of the Opposition by curtailing a day out of the general discussion 
days. 

Perhaps it will be better not to adjourn Monday’s sitting but to have 
a sitting on the day and if there is no quorum, automatically it will have 
to be adjourned. It is perhaps not expedient to postpone the sitting of the 
House on a problematic apprehension. Let us see what happens on Monday 
and if members are not in a position to attend there will certainly be want 
of quorum and automatically the House will be adjourned. 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Mr. Speaker, I am afraid I could not 
make my intention clear. I did not suggest the curtailment of the days. 
I suggested that if my friend Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali agrees with 
me, there will be another day for general discussion. So the right of the 
Opposition to have four days will be there. As to your suggestion, Sir, to 
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4 ^ait till Monday, I do not think it would be wise. After all if there be 

a sitting, every member will try to come. How they will come I do not 

kno-f. Since there is an agreement on both sides of the House I am not 
speaking of the invonvenience of our side only— I hope you will reconsider 
your decision and announce it today. 

Khfln Bahadur FAZLUL QUADIR: May 1 make a suggestion here? 
Both the parties agree to the postponement of the meeting on Monday and 
take another day for general discussion of the Budget. I suggest that 
Friday being a non-official business day may be fixed for general discussion, 
or general discussion may be curtailed from four days to three days. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Friday is a non-official day. It 
cannot be curtailed. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have got one 

suggestion to make. I see some practical difficulty in the matter. AVe 

have got 29th, 30th, 31st July and 1st August fixed for general discussion 
of the Budget. If we do not have a sitting on the 29th, we cannot take 
up that business on any other day, because the Budget lias to be discussed 
on successive days. The only alternative is, as Khan Bahadur Fazlul 
Quadir has said, that we have got to encroach upon tin 1 day allotted for non- 
official business on the 2nd of August. If the Leader of the Opposition 
agrees to it, there will he no difficulty; hut if he does not agree, then 1 do 
not see any other way out of the situation. On the 2nd August and 3rd 
August there are other businesses fixed and w T e must have a general dis- 
cussion of the Budget on successive days. That has been the usual practice 
and convention and we cannot leave the Budget discussion to he taken up 
sometime later. I hope the Leader of the Opposition will look up the 
programme and then if he lias any suggestion to offer, we will consider 
that. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NARAYAN MUKHERJI : Suppose this contingency 
happens that the members cannot come on Monday, the House will he 
automatically adjourned. How shall we then settle our programme? We 
must have four days for general discussion. That means we shall have t') 
extend the meeting days which are fixed up to 9th September hv one dav, 
i.c ., upto 10th September. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: In that ease one day 
is automatically lost. If the Opposition do not turn up, they forfeit one 
day. The Budget discussion will have to he compressed in three days. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: May 1 make one suggestion 
through you, Mr. Speaker, to Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali? AVc have 
got 3rd August, 5th August, (itli August, 7th August, 8th August, 10t.li and 
12th August for the business allotted for 3rd of August, rtz. f The Bengal 
Non-Agricultural Tenancy Bill and the Calcutta Im pVove merit (Howrah 
Amendment) Bill, 1940, (Introduction, consideration and passing). I do 
not think so many days will he necessary for the performance of the business 
for the 3rd of August. So one day can he taken from that business and we 
will have a longer sitting, if necessary, for performing the business of the 
3rd of August. So I suggest that general discussion should take place on 
the 30th July, 31st July, 1st August and 3rd August. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: MayT suggest a morn- 
ing sitting on any of those days? If there he no objection, we can have 
two sittings — in the morning as well as in the evening. 

Khan Saheb HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Third of August has been fixed 
for the Calcutta Improvement (Howrah Amendment) Bill, and so much 
time will not he necessary for that Bill, as my friend opposite has suggested. 
It is up to the Opposition to say whether they would prolong the discussion 
on that matter or not. If they are satisfied that they won’t take so much 
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time and they help the House to finish the business in a shorter period, then 
I see no difficulty in finding out another day on either 2nd or iird August. 
It is for them to consider whether they will prolong the discussion or not. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: May I suggest that we may 
.take the advantage of having a morning and also an evening sitting on the 
same day, so that time for general discussion of the Budget may not be 
curtailed and other business also may stand. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Boy, I suggest one thing for your consideration. 
On the 2nd of August, which is a non -official day, we have got three Bills 
to be considered. With regard to two we have not yet received the 
Governor’s consent; I cannot say for certain whether these will come up 
at all. There is another Bill which will, I think, take a very small time 
and if the Leader of the House and the Leader of the Opposition agree to 
shift Monday’s discussion to the 2nd of August after the non-official Bill 
is finished, that can be done. 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: I agree with the suggestion. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: We have no objection. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All right. 

Khan Bahadur SHARFUDDIN AHMAD: May we take it that there 
will be no sitting on Monday? . 

Mr. ABDUS SABUR KHAN: Sir, am I to understand that there will 
be no sitting on Monday? 

Mr. SPEAKER: As there is agreement on both sides, T think 1 should 
not stand in the way. The meeting fixed for the 29th July will not be held 
and the general discussion of the Budget will be taken up on the 2nd of 
August after the non-official Bill is finished. 

Mr. Datta, you were in possession of the House. May I point out in this 
connection that it is neither permissible under the rules nor is it the conven- 
tion of this House to oppose a Government Bill during its introduction 
stage. You may reserve your speech for the second stage. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Very well, Sir. Why was there 
no question today? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Answers have not been received from the Departments 
concerned. 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

Bengal Finance (Extending) Bill, 1946. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I beg to move 
that 'the Bengal Finance (Extending) Bill, 1946, be taken into consideration. 

In this connection I would like to state that the need for the present 
legislative measure arises out of the fact that during the section 9‘1 
administration His Excellency the Governor made a legislative enactment 
by which he raised the rate of totalisator and betting taxes from 10 to 15 
per cent. How this Bill was due to expire on the 10th of July this year 
and as the Assembly was not in session, in order to keep alive the provisions 
of that Governor’s Bill it was necessary to promulgate an Ordinance. The 
members of this House will realise that when I presented the Budget I made 
it clear that we are going to face a heavy deficit. Therefore it is neither 
possible nor feasible to reduce the present tax level and in order to keep up 
the present tax level, it is now proposed to convert the Ordinance into a 
legislative enactment. This will not in any way enhance the existing rate, 
this will keep the existing level of taxation at its present rate. 
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With these words, Sir, I commend my motion for the consideration of 
the House. 

Mf. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I know this Bill 
is not meant to enhance the present rate of tax. When this Bill was 
introduced and passed in the year 1945, it was done with the object of 
bridging the gulf between the revenue and expenditure. We expected 
certain economy in the matter, but after reading the Budget speech of my 
friend the Hon’ble Finance Minister it seems to me that there is no attempt 
at economy and them is a criminal waste of public money and as there is a 
criminal waste of public money we cannot agree to any taxation which 
has got the effect of imposing a fresh burden on the people. So I have 
got the painful necessity of formally opposing it, and 1 hope the Govern' 
inent in future will not be guilty of such waste of money. I know that my 
hope is in vain but still I hope like that. 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Then it is half-hearted 
opposition ! 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: No, it is not. Sir, if you read 
the Budget you will find that there are many things to be said which I do 
not like to say now but will be said during the discussion of the Budget 
which will begin on Tuesday next. 

Khan Bahadur MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Wait till then. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Yes, I reserve my criticism till 
then. It is an absolutely rotten Budget without any plan whatsoever and 
it will be duly criticised. But I oppose this motion on the ground that 1 
do not entrust any money with such a rotten Government. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR : Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state in this connection whether Government will be agree- 
able to earmark the amount realised through this taxation for actual 
development purposes such as development of roads, etc.? 

Mr. ABDUS SABUR KHAN: Sir, T would not only support this Bill 
but would rather increase the percentage. It would make me happier if 
this 15 per cent, were enhanced to 25 per cent, because taxes of this nature 
on gambling and races do not affect the poor people. I would rather 
have this tax increased to 25 per cent., or even up to 50 per cent., if possible. 
What I want is that tin* poorer people of Bengal should be relieved of the 
heavy burden of taxation undor which they are groaning. You know, Sir, 
that the Sales Tax Bill was on ihe floor of this House for discussion some 
time ago. We shall discuss that question again during the general dis- 
cussion of the Budget. You know, Sir, a huge sum of money is being 
wasted ori the top-heavy administration of the Civil Supplies and Communi- 
cations and Works Departments which are existing absolutely for the benefit 
of a caucus of contractors and some of the high officials of the departments, 
and, Sir, it is also matter of common knowledge that the steel frame of 
J.C.S. administration is squeezing out the lite of Bengal. So, in order that 
we can give relief to the poor people, I would like to have heavier taxes 
imposed on amusement, gambling and racing which are luxuries of the 
richer people. That would make me happier. 

With these few words, Sir, I support this Bill. 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJI : TOW, 4* taxation 

vf] — 4 $ ^FtTO (?T gambling, racing, betting YTOPT G\ ’PTS 

dartre — wi croft tTFtW"! TOtfro to ?n i to cWft 

TO 4*ft Tftl 3ft I 4TOT §*ft tax ftfTO faf ^ ^ ^ 

tofu 4 TOft Assembly^ I Wltw to ?Ni 

iSfro ' 3s rf 3 nn TOftcfa lift* cTOf tax 

8 
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c^f*twi ofp t ttor$ rr i TO$ <4^ wcdR rtMR ri Rtros ’tlw $R riw 
W’ TORh i Gambling, racing c*fc*f TO5 ri TOR — "4TO TO cdw TOTOfo cRcr 
Off TO3 fWR TO TOT — (TOR CRtR RR RI TO — CR R (TOl R1 TOR CRfRW W?RR 

CRM3R1 &fto Tax ws CTOt$ RTORl TO Rl (7R cTOl CTO tax TO 4W prohibited 
«r<K w r i 4 &tor 'srmi rr° wtoto ams 4$ w fro torm 3 c^ft tor cto i 
^TOtto TOctRRR tor crsi TOfi <po° TO rctor — r? c f 4R cr tax 'TOR tou w ^ 
TO wr^r ri crcrr cro ^toh sr ri i crr*? rtor cwi cTO TO£?itw Rfiro^ cwtt tor 
rr «rmi r$ rrr fTO%RR ; crtor rr &tor TORflR i \5ftw to cto rtor ^ffwRi shtot 
to, ftor cj® tocirw RoTTOtor tor crto fTO%R i ^jIwri tor 
RTR fTO “Tor tori ^I'toicR w^R btolc^ TOcri i rrrr wc^pr RfsrR^Rt 3^ «tpq?ti r$i tor c^'S?^ 

TORI TO RR Rt$Rl l TOS5TOR1 RCR£ to SffRCRfl; <UR^ CR$ to TO R%TO TOtCRR ^WtR 
torci? 4 R° Tori r'IrIrr Rrtm? srTOt bMk'o *t TO 1” cr^ ^’T'SRt rtotg TORfiR 1 tori Rf? wr- 
$fCRR RfelTO WR RRCMS 5t^ tR CRR <4^ RRCRR taxations f*TW Rl ^Wt^, <i]RR TO] 
CRR RRi Rl ^ I TOTCRR RR° C1>&1 TOH1 ^ (TO ftTOR f^c?i C'fTO 

TO?r\3Sl ^ M3 f%TTR ^FC? v5*rre *\tfk I 

Mr, NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, we certainly appreciate the 
observations just now made by Mr. Sabur. But I would like to remind 
my friend that his good and pious wishes will ever remain good and pious 
and will never be fulfilled. 

Sir, there cannot be two opinions about the subject-matter being chosen 
for taxation. Nobody will object to taxing gambling and betting, bn I 
what we feel is that huge waste is made of public money. Therefore we 
insist on the observation of strict economy in expenditure. Sir, I will cite 
only one instance and it is this: You have soon huge godowns erected in 
surplus districts. The erection of these godowns was commenced long ago 
but the erection has not yet been completed. The result is — these godowns 
are lying empty and vacant in every place. T can speak about Dinajpur. 
Now, Sir, there 1 is no work done in regard to the use of these godowns but 
a huge staff incurring a huge expenditure has been sent to Dinajpur— they 
are sitting idle. They do not touch the pen and ink. Now, though there is 
no work regarding the use of these godowns, the staff is there and they are 
drawing a huge salary. If you think that only by taxing gambling and 
other betting matters you would be able to give relief to the people you 
are very much mistaken. You cannot do that unless you can insist on the 
Government for observing strict economy. But, Sir, I have not seen any- 
thing like that to be done by the Government members. So we should not 
encourage any more taxation only to encourage wastage. We therefore 
oppose this taxation Bill. 

Mr. KANAI LAL DE : TO^T^flTO TOTO, TOtm *RS TO^T (R trTOfi’ TOf 3T 
'srtfa TOrfcvi 1 >!$ I TOo cTO<t ; gambling, racing t[^fo*T!TOTTO <srt 

tax *RTO 1 TOr 3R 1 to cmm ipn TOR TOi tTO ^t?i tax ?f% m] 

TOl ^tTO R I TOTOR ^TtTO ^f? (TOR TO (TfM3^1 TR ^ G\^ TOT ^ 
totM3 tax TOT vtt TO’?^T TOtTOl T& ? ^rtfa TO5 Rt taxationi]^ TOl tf^R 1- 

^STR RtTTO ( Rff%<T tRR (R^TTI I Vsfc*T< TR RfTOU 6 ! ^R 1 ! TOR fff^T- 

TOl TO I ?f% 03 ^ Bill CTOT 3 T 3 T 5 *r*T T ?1 ?R *T 1 I ^RgR <Ff^ 

WTO Bill TO'lR ^fR3 wr c*TM3^n I w^ TO taxation cTO ^ 4 f TO'dR 
w i cm ^sitfv cwt^ft (rmbth 1 

cwtw ^ ^ro ot^th TO; tow ^ =j.ftiftoi5ooi^oo\ toi tax ^rfens ^stcw < 5 ^ 

CWlW W WT3 TORR R I (R Governmentti] < 3 ^ vstcw 

^1^ ^fcl C?M3Tn 'TOR TOT TO3 ^TT! CWTo R1 RftR | <*3?r TOl CTOR< tow 

*TJ RH TO TO I Tax Rtfiro CTOW TOl CTOF fRW TOl TO R 1 — TOR fRW RTO 5 
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5<n ^ ^ **-** ^ w ™ *** ^ ™ ™ i ^ «t* 

^ ***** 1 «* ^ «* '^p" ftsrtro 4 * «ra Sri «« « tax ^ 

=n $5 ist* tp** ^ I ’Wsw -stow gambling, racing, amusement s^sTtft w«t csfre w^T 
TCT >Itra 'gWI WOT ?!T \5N To TO5R csll TO Sfes I 

M,; SURESH CHANDRA DAS GUPTA : ^ W ^ CT to wnp « 

^ TO taxation ^ to gambling, «* t^fe wflrTO « TO «, ^ m, f% ? ^ , 
«* ^ toxation^ W, «?’ct «i ^=toTwto Sffe«ra ^ ?pm to cro 

m ™ 1 ^ ^ 3,! ' m CT ^ 4WIWPI, ^tfa Rfjbr ^Psbt betting, racings CT 

^fr COT tftw t[tw, Srtsgt to, to to, tro iro flush cto to* to, 

m ^ ^ ^ ^uro tatswr iffe tohto«r *r S*tro v’^s i to 

lum*? C7tet7 *?n (TO ts? fcf?i *pr i fro flush cto *rfe 

*;;7 5T7 7fras ; ^ firo f%| 7i to <71 ^lt'7 to Tte 77 c7-fr sc*re ^ 
4^1 TO 77 TOT7 TO TO 5711 fire TO flush CTO \5tCT7v3 7ft emi §fas 77 I fifi ^ 
^t$7 ^ft77 ^1 3t7 fTO^n TO I TO TO CTOt ^rt$7 TO 77i TO | 

^t^rroi *tto Toth *rr©ttr, ?jtt7 as>fi c^fi ftTO to ctot fami 

*1^ ^ I 7ft fit7 4t *7^7 TO 5T^ I C7TO TOJft 7TO 

5“C^5 (7fTO*I (7T^ TOf ^fifC?T *T1 >ilC*T, C^tfi? C^ft& iTO^l TO1 5T1>!j? | TO 

71 7C c iCt? , l C7 '(S'tT 3 ! boTt 5X7^^ fi*ll®r^fC7, f%^ C7TO*T 4<17H (TTtT 5, *Tt^ I C^TO 7 ! 53?t7 TO7 

Govcrnment^7 c^tp c?«TOf< f% TOt7 ? 7t7t7^t TOl CW ^51 wtR vri mi 

C7 7f#7 TOl ^l ^C7 7m ^t’sr 71TO TO TO 5t’^ ^ ^C7 7t7 i Governmenti ]7 
c*tv§ TO (Lahore shed) t[^ shed foft ^ctc^i ^f% ®?fi7 TO to Mt toi otci? i 
TO71 ^tf 7 ! C7TOT C*fi5 ^5lt TO 5C7C^ \5T7 ^tG r TO*t I C^TOl 7TO TO TO tf’cf CTT:^ 

to i f% vj\ TO, Tfi ^i to ? TOi ^ff 7 ? C7TO tf^jM. Sc., B. Sc., ^tTOi 
cartel fiu?i 7Kl 5T7C5* l ot7ts Governmental^ flrc?i ^£77 
^ I 77^ fTCTMl ^C7 4 fir? 717^3%^ ^fiC7 ^77 7f7$7T ^^7717 

W7J CU^l T7C77 I TO7" 7? ^^^7 tax 7t5t7f7 CS&1 7T7C77 71 I 

Mr. ABDUS SAB UR KHAN: On a point of information. Sir. Have 
you got any knowledge since when the race courses of Assam and Bombay 
have been auctioned, and if they have been auctioned at all ? 

Mr. SATISH CHANDRA BOSE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, Mr. Sabur seems 
to think that by increasing the rate of taxation the gambling propensity of 
the people will be substantially checked. In that belief he is very much 
mistaken. People who go to race courses and go for the purpose of 

gambling get intoxicated. Days before the races take place they get 
intoxicated without consuming liijuor ¥f 71 c*tnr TtTO l The higher 

rate of taxation will never stop the gambling propensities of the people 

but will bring further ruin to several homes in Bengal. In this view I 
oppose this Bill. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : Sir, I rise to reply to 
the various criticisms that have been levelled against this motion. 
Mr. Datta has opposed this Bill merely for the sake of opposition. 

(Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta: No, no.) lie has not discussed the merits 
of the case. He says that this Government is launching into schemes and 
expenditure without any plan. I have outlined the budgetary proposals 
of this Government only the other day and I am sure if Mr. Datta will 

examine the proposals he will find that our post-war reconstruction schemes 
are very comprehensive and they embrace all departments of nation-building 
activities, and besides that we have assumed office only about three months 
hack. He should be patient and he should give this Ministrv a chance to 
work. 
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Now, Sir, Mr. Dutt-Mazumdar raised a point that the income from this 
source should be earmarked for development purposes. 1 have explained 
to this House that there is no dearth of money available for development 
purposes and there will be no difficulty in launching into comprehensive and 
large-scale schemes. Our difficulty at the present moment is to meet our 
current expenses and therefore it is not possible for Government to ear- 
mark this money for development purposes for which there is no dearth of 
money, as I have already explained. 

Now, Mr. Sabur has laid down a dictum. He has said that we should 
tax the rich in order to afford and give relief to the poor. That is a very 
sound policy. Every Government worth its salt must see that the burden 
of taxation falls on the shoulders of the richer section of the community 
and not on the poor. The rich should be taxed for the benefit of the poor. 
That is the lookout of every responsible Government. 1 heartily associate 
myself with Mr. Sabur in that respect but Mr. Sabur says that the rate of 
the tax should be enhanced. I am afraid I cannot agree with him in this 
point of view because there is a danger in enhancing the tax beyond a certain 
limit. There is a danger that if we make this taxation very high, gambling 
may go underground. There is no denying or gainsaying the fact that 
gambling instinct is inherent in human being. You cannot check or curtail 
or curb it. If, therefore, j r ou raise the tax to a very high level people will 
take recourse to gambling outside the race course of the Royal Calcutta 
Turf Club and gamble in bucket shops and other illegal book-makers will 
come into existence and they will thrive. 1 will give Mr. Sabur a little bit 
of illustration. Everybody who goes to the Royal Calcutta Turf Club wants 
to have a fair and square return for his money. If our taxation level, as 
it exists, is Rs. 15 and if the odds are 4 to 1, if one stakes Its. 100 he stands 
to gain Rs. 400. If he backs a successful winner he can get Rs. 400 for 
risking Rs. 100. But as our tax is in operation at the rate of 15 per cent . 
he gets 15x4 = 00 rupees less. He stands to get only Rs. 000 in his 4 to 1 
chauce. Now if we raise it to 50 per cent, or as suggested to 25 per cent. 
then the person who goes on a 4 to 1 chance actually gets 0 to 1, because 
25 per (ent. will be deducted on account of the tax. That being so, he will 
naturally go to a bookmaker outside; he will go to a bookmaker who is not 
within the reach of the tax. By staking Rs. 100 he has a chance to get 
Rs. 400. The net result will be that Government will lose revenue. So, 
Sir, there is a limit up to which we can raise this tax and we cannot go 
beyond that limit. 1 hope Mr. Sabur will realise this point of view. 

Mr. Banerji says that gambling should be checked. I have already said 
in reply to Mr. Sabur that the gambling propensity is inherent in human 
beings, it is very difficult to check it. But there is in existence a 
Gambling Act which attempts to put a stop to the widespread gambling b.\ 
closing the places where people gather and which are kept by persons for 
private gambling. These places have been made illegal in Bengal. 

Mr. Suresh Das Gupta has spoken about flush which, 1 believe, is a game 
of cards popular 1 think all over the province. I am not aware whether 
this flush is in existence in a wide scale or not, but it is very difficult t<» 
check persons playing cards in their own houses or residences. But if they 
participate in gambling dens that can be checked by Government. 

Then, Sir, Mr. Kundu has said that he is opposed to the levy of taxation 
because godowns have been constructed in his district but they are lying 
empty. Mr. Kundu will realise that this construction of godowns is for the 
purpose of stocking fo&dgrains which Government will procure in the near 
future. Mr. Kundu cannot eat the cake and have it too at the same time. 
If godowns are not constructed in advance in order to enforce the procure- 
ment policy of Government Mr. Kundu will rise up and ask in this House 
why Government has not prepared for the emergency and why adequate 
provision has not been made for stocking foodgrains. He will criticise in 
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.Bat line. But if we prepare ourselves in advance and have godowns ready 
or s ocking foodgrains Mr. Kundu will say why are these godowns construct- 
ed though they are not immediately required. 


Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: 

in Dinajpur without any work. 


Thousands of rupees have been spent 


The Hon ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : Sir, I have sufficiently 
dealt with all the points that have been raised ; and with these words I 
commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali that the 
Bengal finance (Extending) Bill, 194b, be taken into consideration, was 
then put and agreed to. 


Clause 1. 

The question that clause 1 stands part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 2. 

The question that clause 2 stands part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Preamble. 

The question that the preamble stands part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, 1 beg to move 
that the Bengal Finance (Extending) Bill, 1940, as settled in the Assembly, 
be passed. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The House stands adjourned till 3 o’clock on 
Tuesday. As agreed by both sides there will be no voting before half-past 
four on any day. 


Adjournment. 

The House was accordingly adjourned at 10-45 a.m. till 3 p.m. on 
Tuesday, the 30tli July, 194b, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in tlie Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 
30th July, 1940, at 3 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Nurul Amin) in the Chair, 6 Hon’bk* 
Ministers and 200 members. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There will be no question today. The general discus- 
sion of the Budget will now commence. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, may I put one question to the 
Ministry as to whether they intend to put any question on the agenda ? 
There was no question on the last occasion and there is again no question 
today. Sir, it is a great privilege of the members of this House and we have 
been denied that privilege. 

Mr. SPEAKER: We have received reply to only one question. It was 
sent to the Press. But, as you know, there was a general strike yesterday; 
it has not yet been received by us. 

General Discussion of the Budget. 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTERJEE : fTffTf Speaker FretFF i sR'tFFtF <FtFtF 

fkftf FfaFfw Ftcsd? $iRh $tfc^ i 

FRFS-FfFF Flc*14 cf# fctFFF Fti?f% Ftcwfr ffcftsr i €if <FtvR TO 

O* CF#, wtw FFt^ Development Programme^ $R7 TOf ^on cf#— rfr CFtfr 8*n 
cf# ffi 5cfc*3 gf, cf# ff* i <4 f^fcff tfFCF F 5 ® f^fcff 

cf# iFfh %r, ^ cff lew tos tof fi i 'FRtF fcff wf)^ 

*ii cf# fi frcf'q sfcf fi i g cf# iFff ftf fri ^r$i oft i fr^tf tpftfe; 

SFFFtFTFCFF <FtF FR^fF F?F FRtF FR51 Oft I Fm Ffl>F VtF ft I motor 

spirits §*fF Gallon ^ l /SO FR *1 ft to <*g F’F 5 frtFF ^fcff fcfc^f F$FtCF 
F 5 ^ \Sicvs FI ’ITFCF'Q F^iF FF 'FTF f% FFH CFU5 ’tt'CF ^itF «HJ fFC*tF 'FFFFifF 'FRC^F ®#MCS> r l 
'FF ft FFtF ^RF FI\bft FI FtFtF F’F^R rCFRtCF Fsft FFCFF ft I 

FftWiFtflm frf tos m ^rft i f$ to, f* 'sftk to, 

TOftftF, #, ^Ft, #?T FF c f TO CF im FTFT! ^TtFFl Ffo TOf| \51 f? I FWftfFR 

fbRsCvii *ItFF FTFY! Ffts TO FfttWTFTFt t°FtSf CFFCFT 'FfC^F I C#1 C 3 #! FtftFR ^*fF 'Fftl- 
CFF 5F\s CFFt? Suffer CF^f I FH FsiF *ftFF FJFTfF FR F>fTCF '^PTt^fRC'R 

C^t«i ^Nn *tt T l*T ^TWI ^ sM'ol ^TWlT'R C*T^ I ' 3 T 9 kR, Oo^Tt 

, ®Tt 3 R1 ^RU5 ’ttk I ,S R^1 ‘^‘t <RU5 9 ttfif I 

C?T*R 'S 7 f5'k'of% fRR, ^tWT 3 ?? (7T ^t^PTl ^R <HM 15 R'31 

tjToiRf ^pn tr ^rtwi to i ^ ’Its 

•Tl V»l«?C«i '^T'R vFR *?1 I <5 ^3 FRT3 FI v it<C ff f 

oilv» FR1 FR FI I <\b^ FdI’R F^ FFU5 5TF^ FtST^-FfFTFF of]^ FftSH? F7W1 'F' !> RR, Fjf^^bs 
'Q FFF^s FRT1, CoFl Ft*^ OoF CFFtF FTWI, (patronage) FVUFF FW] 

m ^5tF TO$ ; oft CFFF f?F FFFFtF RtRR ^FFIfRTF? — Ftro CFtko ^ FtlW^ 
fasft — ^5TOT t[f% TOFFF1, FTtF^fe 'S W l 4FF fV Development programmer CF ^ 

Otti io FF 5 tFff Fftff ftfti 'otF C^^c*i ^fFP® CFtF ^fFf%^s cf^ l CF Bureau- 

cratic FTFtFf% fFR r^ FFTR TO ^F1 TOt^, CFT^t FTF ^F, GOO CF# fctFH ^tU5 C^tCF^ CF 
r FI f^fFfFfF CFFToF--Wtf^ F^CFF f%j^ FFFU5 ’ttFToF FI I 
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C?Rl RtR*, TOT7CRR SR# I TO totC^t Rtfrfo 3.,^, Rib, 000 MB CRtRI foftre 
s,cnb,:> 8,000 — to o ,wcJao,ooc\ tor i r^e i RtRTOn *m» t 4 cr tot f% Hc%R M3 cr 

To CRCEC^R, SEtTO ![ER TO SRtR RRl I CRtR RTRRt?tR$ SEi RtE TOT R I CR ?CR 5pT, EtR $\5Ttft 
fac'ic^i M3 CR TOT cREt^i E 5 i CRRR RTRRtRtR RRCR hoarding MB black marketings charges 
; Torres ejiri &i^0\ frtRi RRtr^ 4R Rf%to tot to crcrr ft ; crcec^r eg n rc n fctRi 
to 1 ^^r cTOTOr to crr ? TOatR wf<i ts c^ffrot frorc^r RtTR rrrtr fro rrs TO 

RCRC^R I to SRR MSRft S$ CTOPTtCRR RRl I CRtR CTO Rift S RTtTOR ft TOlW Eft 

RRCTO ET1 ft TO TO CRtR t?R TOTTO SCRC^, R 5CR ? ft TO Rft RtC&, ft TOT CRftl fcsft 
TOT^, ^1 SRRtR CRCRRtl?tR TOT RRCR C^l RRiTES RtRCRR I S'QftCR ^TCRR iSRR CRtR RRHIR 'EtftCR 
RtTOE RtCR RtCR ^[ER TOE RRCEi RR I SCRRtCR f?CR EtRtft I CRRtR ib C^lli? IjtRtR CRTRR fcEfft 
RTtTOR RtRl R^P[& ftCRT, TOR STO TO C?R%R I to CRRtRRtR TOR TOt SRRM3 RTO 'EfRRCTE 
SRffS RRCTRT I 

RtTR CRH toftR V JTO TO RtRl TOR, TO to TOR R I RtTR CTOt SRRMB R TOTS 
R, TORR MB TO? MS?R TO? “CRfRRtR SMBRtb” TOTRtRt R TOR TO, TO to M3 ^RWl 
TO! S^ §TO Tot (top-heavy) TOTR-RTRSl EtftCRMB TO TORT TOR RR1 TO fro S\S TOR7R 
M3 ' $ T 9 fM RtRCH Efl TOR RCR ft RCR ? 

bO CR# frtRl cr Rtfcft TOEC^ ^E1 S$ R$ RTOR MB Civil SUpplyR'R CR TO TOTrs 
TOE 0>TTO TO RtRR \b CR# T^tRl CR TOT ^CR, ^51 C e TCRt ^ to RfR I fsITO R^[t^R SRT ^R§ 
TO1TM3 TOTRR TORES RTR RR RR I RR RRiRE CRtR RTxRR RCR RPT RCR ^tRtCRR RtRtR 
CRCv5 CR=T I ao RR CRtR R CRCR RRR I CRTOTl^ Rtfo — i)cnial Policy blPlCR R? f%CR 
TOM3 RtTO VR 1 4R 'S/RT TOTR CRR fsfTO Rt^fT^ RR TO RtCE CRR I CR RtRR ?fTO 

RCRC^R, vEtCRR CRtRf?R fREtR RCR, RRRETtR TO ERR ?MB CRMBR TO f% R WtfRCR to "RTO^S: 
«i]^ Rvf__(jivil Supply Departments RTO RRE RtOT TOT T RSI TOC^, vEtCRR^ R^R R'Rl 
I R^Ett ^CRC^R — 'iftRtf.ER RR I R RRE EO RrtR TO C’RCR RtRtR fRCR R1 C^tCR TO?R TOTS 
C^to R ; ^TRE CRRTCR CRtRMB R TO TOT R —TOT ?TOR Rt\Rl CTO I 6 CR# ^tRH 

Civil Su}>ply Departments *|RE — TO tflR 6 CR# tol Pay, allowonces, honorarium, 
etc. Ce RRE I RtCRR R-RTRTO RT RT ^ RTRtR TO RtR, TO RR= CTO R CTO TO, 
RfR ifto ^RRtRtRCRR 'RR' Rife 'Q ?RTO TO" "R^R ^RT R? 9 # RCR, TO?R CRER R fTO CR3 
CRMBR Sftts— ( Cheers hear, hear ) SR° TO?R M3 TO?R >Rf=ri CEtR TORtftCRR TO fREtR 
RCR tfTOr TOR Rtfn CRM3R1 ( Cheers ) 1 

Civil Defences E0,0E,000 ; Extra Polices E8,cc,000 ; Home Guards 8, CO , 000 

-to OR RR tol CR RTR RRt* RR TOC^— TO SR ^1 R RTOM3 ERE I mfe-^TR- 

RpTR totC^t TORC*t CRM3RT CRC^E TOE I 

TOTCRR §*IR T5tft ( top-heavy ) TOT RTRR I RfCRT R5 R5fR SRR (TOR TOR CR 
RCR \EtfR 'RRxRT CRRM^ R«T 'Q TE'ET^tR fRI^ TOR R — Wtf%-^RRTR RtW 'E TOTR RRl I 

ct <wn 'Tjdi <3tr^ c«5 -ti, pi ml <*«' ^ 

IWS TO 5CT SO^i.SOCX, twi I 45 CstWwR CTt— TO51 51? 51 51 5ft 4 fr*fl (TC5? 
TO I ^5tf5 5«W5 ^5tTOT5 Sira 5i*t5 5WT 5*5 ( Discretionary grant ) 555 5*515 TOT 

TOM3 80,000s im 05ft TfTO fes 5TO55 I 5fs55 * *PF ; ^5tW5 55m'5t5I51 80,000s i 

Assembly 5t55 55,88 0005 TOT C5TO55 6,08,000 ; Council 5155 0,88,3005 555T 
055558-5,80,000 ; Civil Secretariat 86,80,000 ; ffilW 6,50,400; District 
Administration, 5,64,06,800, ?oTtf5, «Wlft. 81555 1 5B 5? heaven born ^5t<TO5 
C 5 ^iH8 45* 85515 $85 41511.55 ^ C55t5 '5f*Wl5 C5? I fttWS 4^ 8551 5^1 iTO TO 5Wt5 
w 51 <585 8#5 ST5TW5 Bf57 55'51 C515 TO8lf5 C585 ! 415W5 Assembly Department4 ^ 

go TO 8 Council Department4 41tl 58 TO W (harness allowance) 5TO 
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TOs wst stssfre ssm vcra sstro b, 60 c\ m3 o,w(\ TOs TO recess vts tore TOs 
Assembly Departments '5\sJOT 56110 M3 Council Departments 'o'ojres 561 WO I SSI SSTO 
<stre, strer Assembly c*ts ra st^t sts i $ts sts $Ss s$ vrs sts, sdred cvri> sts i T. A., 
D. A., C. A. rets allowanced ^ Si l ?[StS sits tftfs fTOretS ( Publicity Branch ) 
TO vre 5 5 , 05 , 000 — restrs 5b* «r ^ TO *, 600 ^ TO? 55110 1 

5&80-88 Sire General administrations TO VCSt^S 5,6%66,00C\, SStS STSSSt? VCTO 
o,56,56,ooos «r<K tits 5iio re# frtss cTO i s$ w s^aTOres tffc f? w i TOs T. A., 
D. A., C. A., allowance, honorariums rets ?[TtS TO'STCSd I stTO TOS stSl fctM3l 

StT? *6 OTto list 9 ! Si VS, OTST V dfsn TO TO Secretariat Buildings air-condi- 
tioned ?st 5tb*j i sirs sifts M3Sfcs reus si vs cwsr ^6 sre l?trei sst> sre 800 Itfs 
fe 9 ! ^ttvft M3 TOreltfs 3P5TO Vtret TOl TOtretS ( speedy light planes ) SJST1 SSI vreg> I 
<sd ^ sre dtro wt^s-TOss? tost srststrs sis s^si revs i 

5J5>ob-o^ stre TOf TO vts%t *,* 5^,000 i aras ^51 <il6c6 stro 4stre It^ts 

0 , 66 , 06 , 000 s # sf% tjts 5 re# 88 sr? frtsn i 

tjfipt \atS S 5 !? StM3S1 *FtM3Sl S>TS StC\5 ^tStUf? ^5tS ?CS C&9tU5 9 ftCS, (TT^SJ SSC 6 !? 

'®T3f fsra cs^ssi doTtfs stss ^sts 5 re# si i =rs iS4i <: sf%fsw sts sst%' ssi vrec^ i re csr*ts 
ereststss sro tsssf re era 9 tfrats vtro ^s s^s TOt^: std fras i f%i f? sTm 
csss I 

* # * * * * * 


Strengthen the Armed Branch of the Calcutta Police. 
#**#*■#■ * 


Rs. 

Mechanical transport for Bengal Police ... ... 4, 70, ()()() 

Outstanding immediate demands of the vehicles for 

the Calcutta Police ... ... 3,40,000 

Wireless scheme for Bengal Police ... ... 0,11,000 

Calcutta Police wireless scheme ... ... 3,43,000 

******* 


sfrvtft TO*f “ft^s i Lire TOta si fra i rets, Etro TO*t s 5 ^ TOts eras ret? 
era i <stsi TO fss^? firsts wsts iS’ts TO Ffst^j i vfjd $ wrots sre to fn^, stst, ssf, ssi 
^tur, fds , ssssts ^res ra i <4d ^ refss ^s^s fsst? sssstsre ress s^re ^ ssi 
^r— ^ts^ Lorryoa rer^r csm 3 si vs ^s° Lorry cSre cks fsre sts sts stfs stsi 
v’si ^ts’ts 'St^tsfvs retrers Captain TOSS sfss--TO Muslim League defend to% 
^sts S'Q rests to sssSs sras re f%fs S 3 [#s fsro ssi retssi ^refras srer ^ts sms v’s 
S t I f%fs Stf% S'STStS fsro , S 9 tStS TOfeSS— STSd €tS SM3 v’s I Captain sfs? Stf% 
^sra TOre fasrre TO re^s TO rere% ^stres Sergeants! fsstv f*t^res ^ 
to csre f|s i $ fsstv sssstsres sast stsi ^re rest v’s— TO stsi v’s, ^tus 

f% yp o U a tS fere 'S^tStS SSI v’s St ? <StStS STS VS vfjres fTO TO, Revolver CTO TO 

st*sts stdre css sre csmssi s^si TOssts ^tsres sre TO^s fbfestststs TO to stsi 

■% 

^5 I 

«rtf% fTOs^fsrs tfSro fsst^fs rev sfe vreci, ^ts’ts restes ^Prtvts ^TOs t 

^fs fTOc^t CStd STS— 0 re# 00 sre I TOtS grow more food schemed] bO SS 5 

fctsi fTOcs rasjs sera ^ reiTO fds srots srod wtrssi 4 sires ssft v’s 5 re# 
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;><* R 1 * &Rl I TO*R Jute Regulation. Union Boards fi^5R fro srrRRTO RRttRT 4TOF 

'SH^RtCR 317$ TOR ^3RR <4R RTR TOC^ \f \ » l?Rl ; 4RR ?>Rl 1 

cRtfr o c*i® oo rcto toj 4^©tc< ^ cr# *o ^ fcRn §qt 3 to i Ri| crr cTOi 
to Rtfc fas cm ^wtotr cro §*rr$ to ri i 

Development Programmer *m rrR tot^ 5* c^tfl? 50 R 1 * fcRl I r^f% frRi r^ RRR 1 * 
TO to wtfa-R^RRRR rTO ri rrR to^ \$i ^rtrt fastro rtr r^cto rto to^s faf Rtfro 

fro f3RR TO $lRRtR To RR1> R^RCR TOTR - faf RR1 CTO RtR5 I Bffartft ^fRl &C5^f, CH CRT? 
RTtc^Rfll vsl^H, ^Tt^f wf^T-T ^[tRfw f*I^R ^jRISR — CR CR t*T eQRil? 'RR RRI1 CRC^i *fR$ I 

ffas CRT 7 ? RffEfa^ Rs’ifRRifa (R^ I patronage ^R^jT RRCRR RTRY1 — RtPp5 'SFRCRR ^RRt? 

RTR71, CRR 03R tfTORR ^ ^ CRtf 50 RT i?Rl RR5 RRl I *m plan? CRTO Bureaucratio 
RCRtRfa "*1$ TO? iBck^ I fRStfas TORtbRtR TO CRt—TCRRIjl <^R CR$ I RRTts f&RTOft 
^|R8 RR RTOS CRtT? TO TOR 7 ? 8 RR TTOl--^Rl ^T®1 <TO fa TO ? f*TRl faottR TOR TO T 
sT^p? fasRCRR CTO? RTRTI CRR 7 ?, — Improvement of 50 selected High Schools of the 
Province ibft,OOC\*T<B ^R 5,^ft\ TO?[3 faSRR I C&t ft Civil worksr Improvement 
of 50 selected High Schools 5RR 5 i?tRi — RTO R$ 'RR^5 ^R ![ft k,OOC\ fctRH l RCRtC3F- 
fift? (Bureaucratic ) RtRtRfa CRRR CRRR I ?p$RTRt ( Primary ) TOR StaffcRR (ftwcRR ) 
fRFR RTRTtR TO $TO$ frsft TO 5ft W* fctRl I l r'b 3tTO ^tfR ^fR fttR RkRl CRR 
r? ^TR ^ flTORI CTO RTO TO TO TO? TO TO ftCR R^'tR 'SfR RC^ f*P*TOR pRn TO?R 
^•7T 5ft R*¥ TOR ^TOR *f^R | cTO TO R 7 JtTO, TO CTOTO W 7 ^ CTOR 

TOi cto TORin, Ptto rTO 7 ? wfo 7 ^ (RTO 7 ? r^RR ^Rc^ to^r^i i 

CRTO r^ fRR ^ ^ Rre Rt^ 7 ?, ^R’CR (TfCR Rt?5t^ WTO, ^5 I ^^PR 1 
TO RC\5 CRTRf^R, ^*T TORt?5R ^^7 ^TTS ^R WZ3Z% I TO r (RCR ^5 R51 

^RR TO ^t' 7 ? f*tRH fTOW I 

Development Programme SR75 f^TotR RtCR 5 (Rtf^ ^*7> RR' — TORC^J^f 7 ? 'Q 
^Rc^t TOR VJ5 R 13 ^ i?Rn I ftV RR 5 T^RI Central Live stock Research Cum Breeding 
iStationr rRR CR'QRI TO? TO RCR? wf 7 ? 'Q ^TOC^t TO 8ft R^ ^RH I ^tftR ^[tCR ^RR TO75 
^CR RrTORl ^Itcd TOl RTRtR CTO R TOR RRTO I ^?R CR^ TOR RR ^tW RRCL CTO ^tRCRR 
R^ R1 RttC![ftR Rt CRRR R»’fv5 RRT7? -^RRtRtCRR RR^ Ri I rRR CRRf^ CRl-^R 'Q ^tR^R RR1 
PtRRR Rl §kl ^[f^ TO R1 I R5 R$ ^TO. ^Rt(7i Rc ^otRRRR CRR 

RtCR, TOCR CRR R RRR1 CRRrTO RRCR TOR TO CR^ RfRRtR TO ^ ? 

Goat multiplication schemer R7R RRRf TOT^ 0,0^,000 1 CRRl RR goat TOR 
CR*fl Rf% R1 gcat officers Rf% CR*tl ^R I 

Department of Fish(^riesR expansionR WKJ b- RR 5 3.0 ^RrR ^tRI R7R RRR TOC^ I rc^l 
RxRt^r RtTO WffRCR RR CR officer RR RRCRR ^51 RRtt TO^— “The Scheme 
provides for the appointment of an Additional Director of Fisheries and also for an 
increase in the number of Superintendents, District Fishery Officers and Fishery 
Overseers for work in the District”. 

r* c«R rr— “I t also includes a provision for an experimental cum touring 
launch at a cost of about Rs. 3 lakhs. 

Bhore Committees sra sw v 'S t t tts sfs si sleh sis crrtt tfCTlwcs 

Si Irom si 5tsr SS, CT*ivF sfsftss StOT stts si SSE Development Programmes 
im TO5 S13I o s^ fctsss c^n sttsi s^sfts tts Sirs CSOT tlTSTtans csts 

^StSS SI I Sttsi OTIS CSt^ srttsfssts Cwtrn SPR tffe 50 ^ 
sis 'sst Public Healths sss jis^ srtisfssi ^5t5tss fs fsstfc sflisiws I Malaria 
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Controls Malaria Control including intensive malaria control in the fringe of the 
salt water lake area ? 7 ? ??TW < OTOT 0 OTl 1 

cTOTC 71 TO, C?£ "TO 3 f?TOC? TO3 iTO ?7? TO* OT3 ^5fOT <7 ft I TO$ 

TOUT? ^TO?^ <H?T? W?7 Development Programmers ’fro TO5t?l iOTl ?1 fro TO?CS[? 
/U i 4$?t? <OT? ^ff% *n ot TO & tTO I 

Reconstruction of District and Subdivisional Offices — G lOTl I 
Construction of Police Buildings — :>* sr* iOTl I 

CWC?? ^TOS — & TOP fcfal I 

“A special officer of high status” f?w OTTO GO iOTT? surplus military 
firfrofor frocks ; fcf? f% development OT? I 

Lake area 4 U 5 4 ?# temporary Medical Colleger ^ TO? TOTi ? 7 ? ?*?l 
OT I £t?n TO OT fwfrofcl temporary Wl OT CTO ? 4 $ f% ^f %^5 plan ? COTt? TO 
Medical School 'gfe? f% Colleger 9 ff? c t '5 WI OT fOTc^ I 

'TO a TO, 'St? 4 ?Hj 1 *ftCH* ??C3 OOO COT TOT I ?#TI TOC?? TO*lW TOW 

Wt?TC??, ?l, , TO5 CTO? ?C?f?, TO^J °iO. W? ?C?CC{ I TO??? ^T^ «TT^t=T I TO? 5Jt? C?$ CTOtC? 00180 
W? ??C3 TOT *71 I f%73 ??C?? TOtCW ^ TOtTO 9 )! CTOf? Rsisf? C?3?1 &J61 ^F'OTl TO? ? r ?C 5 T? 

?i i f^-TOTO ^-TOt frotr? c? ?at?.?t?7 tot, 'si 4??>; fers to to ?i i toj c?$, 
?3f C 7 ^, fOTl C?$, ^VT! C?$--TOC^ ^[t??, ?OTtf?, TO? TOOTt ?‘tTf% I 

TO?t? ?CTOOT ^ft lt rT faTOC^t CTOTOt? OTT^ 3. C<etfi? frl?l f%?5 TOf? ??Ri 4 fTOtC^t frf? 3 
TOtw *OTc^ c?> 1 iE OTi i ?^? Casey TOcv? ?c?fiTO? c? ?t°TO? ?^?t?? TO? 
W'o 'S TOCt?$ — 'it? (5TO3 i> TO? 7 TO? ^t? W'S TO I TO?TO TO7TOT7 TO?3 ?f?? ? r C?U?’? I 
5OT toOT 4 cOT TO f?c?c^? i fro 4?? ^*rt?TO ':TO TO I TOT? TO 
— ^t^kW ^TC? C? stock 'Q l ft^T TO^ ?=T 1 OT^, ' 3 T? fV^ ' 9 I ftC? C 7 ^ I TOTt? ^? ^f? 
OTC 1 1 TO Challenge ?Rf§-- CTO fTO 9 ^ .W TO? fTO TOt? stock ftTO 'Q^T 
ot c???i 

TOl^T^ TOw 'Q TO TOOT? OT CTO CTO? fr-fTOt? 'BT 7 FTt?t?C 4 t? ^tUs ?TOt TO? 
?7?Y1 ?1 TOC? TOfa? CTO? TOTO ?tcw? ^5?t OT ?! I fr? 'Q TOTO ?C? ?tWt#lC^ 

??t? CTO 'TOn Ctj? 4 !! '5'ft? ^tC?*? f?^? OT5^ ^tCTTC^ I ^5?t® 'TOl ^1?® '5tC l f? TOTO?1 
f?^tfTO ?1 OTT, 'o'ofif*! OTO? ?FC? *? — 3 ff%J?t? ?TCW1?'G VC? ?! I f? 1 ® TO 7 (71 ??l I ^TtW 

?R «l*rf? ^TOTO TOt^t? ^ CTO ?t°TO TOR?7TO VOT OT, TO'S kT^ V? ?1 I 

^ItfTO? TO? 's ?f?? \5f? I C?TO? TO? TO?C^ f?*t>il§ C^ftH^f ??C? ?1 ? <= t'5? ??C? ?l I ^5?t\ 

?t®WI < ttf%TOt COT I f?^ TOW ?ifrosTc?? ?tC? TO OTC^ wytrTO?? TO?, ^HTO? ^?® TO? 
ft*ft? ??? 'PTC? ?TO? ?t®?l OT C?t?TO? I 

COT ?f%, ?t^ ?fOT? fee?! ?TfeOTTOC? TOTO ?TO? f%|^ C?^ I f%f? \51 ^3 f*lfOT 
TO? ?tCW? ?7?TOC?' '3 TO? ^?l%f%? TO?VT3?OT TOf? TO? ? TOTC'5 TOf? ?l I 

Renunciation of Titles. 

Khan Bahadur SHARFUDDIN AHMAD: On a point of personal 
explanation, Sir. 

So long I was referred to and addressed in this House as Khan Bahadur 
Sharfuddin Ahmad. From this afternoon I desire that I should be 
addressed as only Sharfuddin Ahmad. The reason is that you must have 
heard that 

Khan Bahadur MUDASSIR HOSSAIN: Sir, I have also renounced my 
title. 
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Mr. SHARFUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I do not. like to keep this House in 
suspense F 

Khan Bahadur FAZLUR RAHMAN (Mymensingh): Sir, I have also 
renounced my title. 

Khan Bahadur MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Sir, 1 have also done the 
same. 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, every member of 
this House belonging to the Government side has in accordance with the 
decision of the Council of Ihe All-India Muslim League renounced his 
title and has written to the Secretary to TIis Excellency ihe Governor of 
Bengal about that. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR : Sir, we regret that we have 
not got any title to renounce. So we are asking the Britishers to quit India. 

(A voice from the Government Benches: Why? There are Maha- 
rajas.) 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJI: to fa 

W T fas W TO 

WW recommendation fa *ti ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: We can say this much that we 
are not going to recommend any Muslim for any title — at least so far as I 
am concerned. 


General Discussion of the Budget. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, within the time at my disposal 
it is not possible to fully and fairly criticise the Budget. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You will get 15 minutes. Will it do? 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, let me speak. 

I can say without any fear of being contradicted that the budgetary 
policy has not at all changed. I shall not discuss in details the figures of 
allotments. My friend, Mr. Chattorjee, has given you the detailed iigures 
and has been able to prove that the same old budgetary policy is still conti- 
nuing, namely, that the budget allotments are not so much for the real 
nation-building work or development as for the distribution of patronage to 
the few favourites, friends and relations of the budget-maker and his 
colleagues in the Treasury Benches and other members supporting the 
Government. I must admit that the Budget statement this year has been 
very lucid. Apparently, the Budget seems to he a very welcome Budget, 
for about Its. 20,15,00,000 has been provided for nation-building depart- 
ments and development schemes. But, Sir this allotment also includes 
heavy amounts as pay, honoraria and salary of the staff. It also includes 
costs of acquisition of lands and properties, costs of plants, machineries and 
tools and costs of construction of buildings which alone will cover four 
crores of rupees. So you can well imagine that very little will be left over 
for actual development schemes and real nation-building work. We ail 
know that these budgetary allotments, again, are not entirely appropriated 
but remain unspent. There is no guarantee this year that the entire 
budgetary allotments will be spent. It is only a nice show in the Budget 
that heavy sums are allotted to nation-building departments hut nobody 
cares afterwards to see what amount is actually spent on those departments. 

Now, Sir, I must confess that the Hon’ble Minister is frank and honest 
and has made a confessional statement in his budgetary statement apprehend- 
ing the failure to pursue the schemes. He has said that such retarding 
factors as would arise in this connection would consist in lack of materials 
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and trained personnel not in lack of finance or initiative. He had ah 

1-i.’ s 1 , e hlnted earlier in the course of this statement unexpecti 

dithculties in the procurement of building materials, tools, plants and part 
cularly oi tiained technicians may stand in the way of rapid progress. Bi 
with earnestness goodwill and co-operation there is no reason why a subi 
tantial part of the programme laid down for the current year should not \ 
successfully executed.” So he has anticipated his failure and has admitte 
that these projects may not be taken up and the entire scheme left oi 
during the current year. This is very good of him. 

I shall now come to the Civil Supplies Department. Sir the system c 
rationing procurement and distribution of food-stuils are ’most ‘ unsatk 
factory and do not justify the maintenance of the department and the ver 
w ill 6 '! ° expendlture therefor._ The sooner it is abolished, the bette 
ml? ° “ concerned The Province has been groaning under the heav 
burden of this absolutely worthless and hopelessly corrupt department 
With the exception of a very few, every person in the department is corrup 
and dishonest. Not only are they corrupt and dishonest but complete chaoi 
is reigning in the department, regularity and system are unknown, ant 
promptness which is essential for real service to people is not seen any where 
near it. Go there empty-handed and you will returti disheartened but gc 
theie with youi pocket full and there will be nothing in which you will nol 
succeed and the staff there will at once imbibe the nature of proverbial 
“Knmdhenu”. They will never respect public opinion. The Secretary of s 
hood Committee who would oblige the Inspector and other officers would be 
made permanent and no amount of protest would be able to remove him 
from his position. He along with the Civil Supply Staff will be free to 
share the booty of the black-marketeers of sugar, cloth and kerosene. 
Permits will be issued only to send the articles into the black-market. An 
actual complaint was lodged to the District Magistrate against Sri Kalipada 
Bliowmick, the then Subdivisional Controller at Dinajpur, but since then he 
has been promoted. The Procurement Department has been bought up by 
the Chief Agents, arid that department has been ignoring the interests of 
agriculturists, jotedars and rice-mill owners in the interests of the agents 
and sub-agents. So far as the Enforcement Department is concerned corrup- 
tion is rampant there. Even when specific complaints are made, the depart- 
ment shows no enthusiasm only if their pockets are full. Instances of such 
complaints can be multiplied but who is going to start serious enquiries into 
those complaints? We therefore find that though in theory procurement, 
rationing and control can ensure proper distribution and stop black-market- 
ing, in Bengal it is quite the opposite in practice. So unless the Civil 
Supplies and the Enforcement Departments are manned by a batch of 
scrupulously honest men, there is no hope of improvement. Without the 
introduction of full-scale rationing and wholesale procurement, black- 
marketing can never be stopped and equal distribution ensured. Normal 
trade distribution is much better than the present system. In the begin- 
ning even under present circumstances there may be chaos and disorder but 
under healthy and free competition normal conditions are sure to be restored. 
At the least the revenues of Bengal will be saved of Rs. 5 crores, 23 lakhs 
and odd which may be diverted and appropriated for fighting the epidemic 
diseases which take a very heavy toll every year in Bengal or for introduc- 
ing free and compulsory primary education. 

Then, Sir, as regards the boat construction business the less said the 
better. 1 do not know why the Government took the responsibility of float- 
ing those boats. ^ 

As regards the storing of foodgrains Government failed to make satis- 
factory arrangement in every way. Unsatisfactory storage arrangement 
haa not only wasted huge amount of foodstuffs but lias also been a cause of 
huge losses to Government. Sir, the well-known theory of conservation of 
energy has been falsified by the efforts of Government. ‘ They have been in 
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the habit of wasting foodstuffs while people were starving ; they have been 
wasting money on erecting huge godowns when there was nothing to he 
stocked m those godowns. They sent out men in the districts for the work- 
ing of godowns although those godowns even after construction remained 
empty for a long time and there was no work to he done. That was how 
the Government was making criminal waste of huge public money. So, Sir, 
1 would suggest that Government should not take the responsibility of stor- 
ing food-stuffs and waste food and kill people. 


Sir, there has been an increase of ‘JJ crores in the ordinary expenditure. 
We support the increment for giving retrospective effect to the present rate 
of dearness allowance and for increase of pay in the low paid staff in the 
different Government departments, but, Sir, wm do enter our emphatic 
protest against the increment for expansion of the police staff, either civil 
or armed, for maintaining a fleet of 400 Jeep cars and a number of speedy 
light planes and for air conditioning the Secretariat Buildings. Sir, these 
are increments for luxurious expenditure and could have waited when the 
famine is staring us in our face and when no adequate allotments could 
have been made for nation-building departments and development. In this 
connection, Sir, I would submit that ,\ou have only allotted about OS per 
cent, ot the total expenditure for the nation-building departments. As I 
submitted earlier, all these include salaries, honorarium and cost of cons- 
truction and cost of materials. The allotments for the development schemes 
are for schemes which have been copied practically from ,the post-war 
development schemes. Now, there are two years’, three years’, five years’ — 
that is, long-term — schemes in those post-war development schemes. 1 
have examined and found that allotments in almost all the schemes have 
been less than those prescribed and calculated in the schemes themselves. 
So T do not know if they will follow the exact periods to he followed, as 
suggested iu the post-war* schemes. I do not know how they are expecting 
to complete the schemes. There is no guarantee or no indication as to how 
the money will come for continuing the schemes till the last. 


Sir the Hon’ble Finance Minister has done well to publish the corres- 
pondence that passed between the Secretary to the Government of India, 
Finance Department, and the Chief Secretary of the Provincia Government. 
This piece of letter gives out that really these development, schemes are not 
schemes for real development but for employing the e. 7 >semce personnel 
and making some other employments. I will read two or thiee sen tonus 
from the lettei and T believe this will give enough indication o what 1 am 
g-oino- to say “Specially additional expenditure on services like medical 
and educational expansion which involve heavy recurring commitments 
should naturallv he confined to the more urgent schemes and preparatory 
measures, especially those which provide employ. n ien f°i r ex-. service 

nersonnel ” In certain classes ot cases, e.g., Urou Jlore l oou , 

Stlement o! r, , -servicemen on land, further education and technical 
training* of ^’-servicemen,” etc. 

Now Sir, there are three last lines which are very sigii.ticant saying 
that the funds for continuing these development schemes till the last nil I 

h S ° made H ^^Svindaf Gownments aTreSuested'To hear in' min'd 

the importance of enforcing the usual ]? u -L^TiVi’n - 'tl. e °l Ga.v i rlcrtTil 

the expenditure met from ; en ral ' ^ ‘ whole has to 

« *«- , , 

So in a sense the Budget is not so bright as it apparently seems to >e. 

It mayVe bright for the°maker of the Budget and his colleagues m the 
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Miscellaneous”. This sort of pittance and tinkering grants should always 
be discouraged. Rupees 13 lakhs have been provided for the establishment 
of tuberculosis hospitals at Amulia and Kanchrapara. This is indeed laud- 
able, though quite inadequate to cope with the ever-increasing cases of the 
malady. It is very strange that nothing has been provided for the Jadavpur 
Tuberculosis Hospital which is one of the most service-rendering hospitals, 
is an established hospital and is actually rendering immense service to us. 
Nothing has also been provided for medical schools run by the public. 


Sir, we find that about Rs. 78 lakhs were spent for jute regulation in the 
year 1945-46 and Rs. 93 lakhs have been provided for this year. This 
expenditure, I submit, is mere waste. Jute regulation was taken up, as far 
as I could understand, with the object of ensuring fair and equitable price 
for jute to the cultivators, but, in effect, it has been for the benefit of the 
rich mill-owners. When fair price became possible, it was artificially 
lowered down by fixing maximum price only and not minimum though we in 
the Opposition insisted on fixing a minimum price for jute times without 
number. This good revenue might have been profitably utilised for better 
and more irrigational projects. 

Sir, Rs. 92,10,000 has been budgeted for construction and improvement 
of provincial highways, major district roads, etc. The Isiorth Bengal high- 
way was taken up long before the last war had commenced, but Ihere has 
been no progress worth mentioning up till now. lhe District Board is not 
taking care of the road, nor is the Government taking any care of the road 
As a result a number of very deep pits looking like tanks have been formed 
on the roads, near village Sarhamangala, police-station Gangarampur, in 
Dinajpur. Agriculturists of this side cannot take paddy to the market for 
sale. Year before last there were two serious cases of accidents. One old 
widow and a cart man were drowned and died while crossing the breaches. 

I do not know who is responsible for this criminal neglect and death. 

Sir I will now speak about one very important thing. Loss has been 
nhown’in the trading department, but it is very strange that Government are 
purchasing rice from the mill owners ot Dinajpur at the rate of Its. 10-8 per 
maund of 80 tollas a seer, hut they are selling the same rice at Dinajpur 
and elsewhere at prices between Rs. 13 and Rs. 10. Now apparently they 
are making profits, huge profits which normal traders could never expect 
If the price of rice he Rs. 10-8 at Dinajpur, at the most it pan be sold at 
Calcutta at Rs 11-8, but bow is it that Government is making apparently 
a huge profit but at the same time showing a loss in tbe trading department 
in their Budget? 

Sir I won’t take any more time. Lastly, I will add that there has been 
nothing to indicate that the political prisoners convicted otherwise will 
be released We have obtained a promise— I do not. know if it, was <mtained 

II force — but we, are expecting that on the 15th August the jails will all be 
empty of political prisoners. 
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I ^fr»T I Tt^, ^{5’r«T '®ff3fU %\bM ^ftf? I <4*f3f 41?1 toro 

?ri cto to ? 4TO ^rtfa c=Tto ^fi « itew wranr ?fc i 

TO^ 4$ TOto* Revolutionary Character fro 5K — 4^ section fro ^8h 
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®rhnf 'oK c<f*ft wy ^^ft*? ^rln ^n i *rf? 4^ttu$ sr, 

3J5^ <3 *if 5 TTO TOFT? toft ^TO — TO Treasury Bench43 Wf W ^ro TO I 
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«rtTO<T to ? to 3(i TOipr perfect «rm*f— < $i «rtf^ ft% ^ j to 

c*i <5trs 3 Tt5~ y r wt<f? ^iri f% 9 ffacn «n, 
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<51 ft? W TO TO <5tft(RT #r$tm permission to ^U5 TO jr n<f 

^i'O <51$ TO I StTOOT to^f 3tfSRtf% TO ^ R ^ to^ OT$ ^1?1 w TO1[TO 

^tn— ^ f=(to ^ ctto ^ tor 5?, ^ ^toi ^rf? sr tokt to 

5K, ’jy <51 ^fS 0 ! I appeal 'SfPfR wf^ I 

Mr. DEBENDRA NATH SEN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, while hearing the 
statement submitted by the Finance Minister and while going through the 
Budget Estimates that have been presented before the House we have been 
surprised at the absence of any formulation or enunciation of a policy on the 
part of this Ministry with regard to labour. Of course, with our experiences 
of what the League Ministry has been in the past and what it is today with 
the llon’ble Mr. II. S. Suhrawardy as its chief — the person who as a Labour 
Minister in the past had done more harm, more mischief than any one else 

to the working classes in Bengal (Cries of “Question” from the 

Muslim League Benches) with these experiences no one of us 

should, of course, have been surprised or astonished. This time, however, 
hopes and expectations were raised in us. Sir, this expectation was raised 
in our minds because at the helm of the Labour Department this time is a 
Minister who in the past had been seen holding progressive views, who in 
the past had been found associating himself with the progressive and revolu- 
tionary working class movement — I mean the Hon’ble Maulvi Shamsuddin 
Ahmed. Our surprise therefore is all the more great this time because of 
the absence of any enunciation of policy. With this element of surprise 
and astonishment is also mingled an element of sorrow because of the fact 
that though Bengal is the largest Province in the whole of India with regard 
to population and size, though Bengal has got the largest amount of working 
class population concentrated in it, yet Bengal has got no policy, no pro- 
gramme, no planning with regard to labour while smaller provinces having 
lesser number of working class population amongst them are coming out 
with a plan, with a programme and with a policy of their own. (Mr. Anm s 
Saiujr Khan: Example please.) I am giving examples just now. Don’t be 
impatient. Only the other day, I mean it is within a month, the Labour 
Minister of Bombay made a statement declaring its policy which revealed 
an all-out attempt to ameliorate— not temporarily but on a permanent basis 

— the conditions of working classes in Bombay. 

■% 

Sir, I hope members of this House know that during the Congress Ministry 
various provinces, such as Bihar, Bombay, -Central Provinces, United 
Provinces and Madras appointed Labour Enquiry Committees whose recom- 
mendations are now ready with the result that these provinces can now go 
forward. They have got a clear-cut programme before them. They know 
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what are the requirements of labourers in their provinces and they know 
also in what way their conditions are to be improved . 


I am aware, Sir, that a few years back the Labour Commissioner of 
Bengal was entrusted with the task of carrying on wage census into Howrah 
and Calcutta. We do not know anything about it now, whether such an 
investigation Was at all carried out and what are the results and what are 
the recommendations. I also remember, Sir, that a few years back an 
investigation into the family budget of industrial workers was ordered in 
Bengal. We do not know where we stand now, whether any such enquiry 
was held or not, what are the results and what are the recommendations. 
The Budget before us certainly makes mention of a sum which will he 
expended for making investigations into the family budget of the industrial 
workers. Are we then to suppose that nothing has been done so long, or are 
we to suppose that something was done and we are now to expect the results 
and certain constructive efforts on the part of this Ministry? 

Sir, the absence of a plan or programme, whatever it might- have meant 
at the time of peace, has become a positive source of danger now in the year 
1940 after the war has ended; for in the wake of cessation of hostilities have 
cropped up various problems which call for immediate solution. I would 
only refer to a few. There is the problem of unemployment. I can give 
you information, Sir, that in a small area of Cossipore, within the last four 
or five mouths, about ten thousand people have been dismissed from service. 
This is a tragedy that people who are ablebodied, who are willing to work, 
the State which is responsible for each and everyone of us cannot provide 
employment for them. They (lo not beg for money, they do not beg foij 
doles; they beg for work, they demand work; but this Government here can- 
not give them employment, neither they have got a plan or programme for 
giving* them employment. That is tilt; tragedy in which we are meeting 
here. 


In this connection I would like to draw your attention and the attention 
of this House to a problem, a problem which arose because of the misdeeds 
of the past League Ministry. I beg to refer to the cases of workers who 
were extorned from the city of Calcutta and from the Province of Bengal 
even. I would particularly like to draw the attention of the House to the 
case of Electric Supply workers about 40 of whom — I think it is more than 

40 W ere externed as early as in the year 1940 from Calcutta and from 

Bengal. What was their fault? As far as we know their fault was that 
they' belonged to a union against which a rival union had been formed under 
the inspiration of the then Labour Minister. In fact, Sir, very strange 
things happened at that time. At the time of service of notice upon the 
persons this alternative was put to them— whether they were prepared to 
abandon their old union which was under the inspiration of an honourable 
member of this House, T mean Dr. Suresh Chandra Banerjee, a union of 
which my poor humble self was the President and am still President, and 
join the union that had been started under the inspiration of the Hon hie 
Mr H S Suhrawardy, the then Labour Minister of Bengal, and they were 
further given the allurement that in that circumstance they would not have 
to leave Calcutta and externment orders would not be served upon them 
That is the story, Sir. I venture to point out that it w the moral duty of 
this Ministry now to right- the wrong that was done to them. (Mr. Jf* 
Abdul Hamtd: Not to make room for others.) I think Ihe Calcutta 
Electric Supply Corporation is such a big organisation that it is not dithcult 
for them to absorb 40 persons. Our demand is to take them bark in thur 
old posts. Our demand is to take them back in posts but not m a grade 
lower than that which they were holding previously. But that is not the 
point. I will not be divulging any secret if I say that we approached the 
Labour Minister on this point and the difficulty that was mentioned was the 
difficulty of forcing a decision on the Calcutta Electric Supply 10 ^ 

That is a difficulty which those who are of our way of thinking 

9 
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not at all feel. (Mr. Hamiduddin Ahmad : Because you have no respon 
ibility.) Those who hold responsibility in other provinces also do not fe< 
any difficulty. I am just going* to quote to show you what they did. Th; 
is from the “Keport on Labour in India” published by the Central Goveri 
ment. This refers to the acceptances by the mill-owners of Bombay of th 
recommendations made by the Bombay Government under Congress Ministry 
“These acceptance^ were however not made by employers entirely of the'i 
own free will. In some cases the Governments concerned issued resolution 
and notifications recommending their adoption by the employers. It wa 
obvious that non-acceptance of the recommendations made would be followe 
by a legislative coercion.” That is what happened in Bombay and in othe 
provinces. There was threat of legislative coercion and if the Calcutt 
Electric Supply Corporation had got the courage to reject the recommenda 
tions, had got the courage to turn down the intention shown by th 
Ministry here, then I think we should have it done by legislative enactments 

I give you another quotation of another example how the Congres 
Ministry in other provinces had their intention carried out by the mill 
owners and proprietors of those provinces. 

As far as Madras is concerned, the Minister for Labour was successful ai 
a result of his personal efforts in this matter “to secure recognition by tin 
employers of all Unions which were registered under the Indian Trad< 
Unions Act.” I am also referring to a case in which the Ministry at Madras 
had had reinstated the tramway ’ workers wffio were discharged long before 
the Congress Ministry came into office there. So if there is a will there h. 
a way. If the Ministry here feels that they are responsible to the pool 
workers who lost their jobs as a result of those externment orders, if the;\ 
feel that they are responsible, then it is up to them to see that they get theii 
employment back. 

Sir, I do not like to take any more time of the House. I would simply 
like to draw the attention of the Labour Minister to the policy laid down by 
the Congress with regard to labour with the object that since he has got nc 
policy or programme, he may draw inspiration from them. (Shown.) Here 
is the programme and policy of the Congress with regard to labour. I shall 
read it out — 

it, “is to secure to the industrial workers a decent standard of living, 
hours of work and conditions of labour in conformity as far as the economic 
conditions of the country permit with international standards, suitable 
machinery for the settlement of disputes between the employers and the 
workmen, protection against the economic consequences of old age, sickness, 
and unemployment and the right of workers to form unions and to strike 
for the protection of their rights”. 

I would like to make some suggestions also. My suggestions are that 
immediately a Labour Enquiry Committee should be formed with wide and 
liberal terms of reference and until employment can be secured for those 
unemployed persons a provision should be made for the payment of un- 
employment allowances to those persons. 

With these words, Sir, I resume my seat. 

Mrs. NELLIE SEN GUPTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I have some complaints 
to make about Chittagong. Firstly, I have a complaint that there was no 
white cloth in Chittagong for widows for months and months and they were 
obliged to purchase saris'? remove the borders and then wear them. There 
were some saris in the black-market but not many, but that does not mean that 
black-marketing had stopped. It simply means that the saris tvere taken, 
stamped and sold in the market at a higher price — at an uncontrolled rate. 
I hope Government will see that in future we shall be able to secure white 
cloth. 
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living by weaving°but JoT s^wTmonths Xy have mltbSn^Ts^u™ 

z n beiuLkrirt. of yarn wMch is theii d -- 1 ^ 

Even before this terrible flood tube-wells in many places were an abso- 
ute necessity and I remember well that the fishermen of South Katali were 
begging of me to get some tube-wells, because just before the rains their 
tanks are always dried up and it was impossible for them to get any pure 
( J 1 ?! watei . I remember also that during 1 tbe famine period the people 
ot South Jvaiali suffered terribly for want of tube-wells; and for no other 
reasons than want of drinking water,. I think, their health had been badly 
affected. J 


From Cox s Bazar to Calcutta it takes 7 days to get a letter while we get 
a letter from England in 6 days in spite of there being motor service and 
steamer service. I believe that is not a matter for the Provincial Govern- 
ment, but I hope this Government will press the Central Assembly to see to 
this matter, as it causes a great deal of inconvenience. 

The bamboos of Chittagong in several thanas have been rotting for the 
last seven years, but I blame the people for not having made any complaint 
about it. 1 asked them why they had not made any complaint. They said 
what was the use of doing so ! Although I am a member of some Agricultural 
Committee, but unfortunately I could not attend its meetings, I must say 
that I have written twice about this matter but have received no reply. 
Bamboos rotting in Chittagong in this manner is a very serious matter, 
because people in Chittagong are becoming very short of something which 
is of great necessity there. 

I would now like to speak about the terrible flood and things which, I 
feel, have not been properly attended to. I do realise that Government have 
so much to do in Chittagong that they have to husband a very large part of 
their resources, but I do say that the people must have more free distribu- 
tion of relief. A “Statesman” representative flew over Chittagong. His 
report in most matters is a very good one, but it just shows that one cannot 
see the terrible destruction that is happening in Chittagong unless one goes 
straight into the interior. For three days 1 had been there. First of all it 
is true that there were miles and miles of water and it is difficult to carry 
relief there. T went to Rangunia, Satkania and Fatikclieri and other 
places. On every side I saw miles and miles of water. But if you go to the 
interior, you will see that the condition there is a thousand time worse, 
ltoads are muddy and slushy with a terrible stench coming from decomposed 
vegetable matters. All along the banks of the river there were thatched 
roofs of the houses where the people used to live. In Itanghunia thana, a 
village named Sharathatta about 2 miles and 20 yards wide has disappeared 
completely into the river Karnafuli. 

In Mom inn agar about 5 miles of pan bur has been completely ruined 
meaning a loss of 10 lacs. Near Mirzapur I saw the Ghoom Bhil just a huge 
sheet of water, banana trees, many of them lying on the river side, some 
still standing but all dead. On hearing that food was being dropped by 
aeroplanes I was very glad, but it was not as good as . it sounds. In 
Ranghunia dt was dropped and the Circle Officer picked it up and it was 
given to the retail dealers and much of it was sold instead of being given 
lor free distribution. Tanks were all polluted by the bad water and m 
many places there was no drinking water whatever. As one wont into the 
interior one saw fallen houses on either side of the muddy lanes, large and 
small had all suffered the same fate. Houses I had slept and eaten m 
during my election were no longer standing. 

I visited altogether 17 villages. Sometimes one found numbers of people 
huddled together in one house. In Satkhania district 70 people in one house 
had been huddled together for three days without food or able to move out. 
because of the height the water had risen. 
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Satkhania thana had the same story of miles and miles of water— 
Gatiyadanga Bhil — which it was difficult to believe had been paddy fields. 
After travelling by boat for some miles we came along some raised land 
knee deep. So much sand and silt had been washed down by the water. I 
know nothing of irrigation but I know that if this sand and silt is not quickly 
out the water cannot get away and there will be no amtm crop either. 
Satkhania also complained of little amount of free distribution. It was 
given for two days and then again no free distribution for five days. 

The Government must not forget what these people had suffered before 
we even received the news. A telegram sent to me on the lltli reached me 
on the 14th. To ask these people who* have lost their homes, paddy, clothes, 
all their belongings, even the paddy for their next crop, money and every- 
thing they had to buy rice, is impossible. I brought back some of the rice 
distributed and it is not fit for consumption. 

The Government must give free distribution for some time to come to 
many people and risk some not so needy receiving help. I saw the flood in 
Satkhania district in 1940 and the village which was burnt down in 1945, 
but those sights were nothing to the misery, ruin and desolation which this 
terrible flood has brought. 

With all due respect to the many people who flew over Chittagong, I 
say it is impossible to see the misery, either from a plane, train, boat or 
motor. One must go inside the- villages to fully realise the terrible misery. 


I have been reported to have said there were many deaths and I saw 
people up in trees — both are wrong. I said it was strange there were so 
few deaths but it was feared there would be many, both of human and 
cattle, because of epidemics due to cold and lack of food. 

Tube- wells are an absolute necessity. They were so before the flood. 
They are a greater necessity now than ever. Many people are working in 
these districts but the damage has been so terrible the Government must he 
prepared to give a great deal of help in the way of building materials, tube- 
wells, loans for seeds and free distribution to the needy, controlled prices 
and honest and thorough supervision. 


Mr. AMULYA CHANDRA ADHIKARY: Mr Speaker, Sir, I hardly 
find it necessary to keep it a secret either to myself or to this House that the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister has miserably failed to raise any hope before the 
people by his Budget estimate for the year 194G-47. At the very outset I 
must say that this Budget estimate betrays total bankruptcy and lack of 
imagination. I must point out here that this budgetary estimate is nothing 
but plagiarizing of certain items from the Bengal Government’s plan ot 
post-war reconstruction, as was mentioned by my friend Mr. Kundu. It 
was published in September, 1945. That plan was necessarily bureaucratic 
in outlook. Therefore, as a corollary the Finance Minister was obliged to 
keep up that bureaucratic outlook in framing the budget for the year J94h- 


47. 

Sir, the face of the world has undergone a radical change since the world 
war No II. This imperialist war has brought suffering, hunger, pestilence 
and death in its train. But, at the same time, it has revolutionised the 
ideas of men; it has revolutionised the outlook of men and nations. But m 
this changing world our diehard and reactionary Council of Ministers remain 
unchanged just like the biological Lingula which inspite of the whole evolu- 
tionary process that th« earth and the animal world have undergone, has not 
changed. 

Sir the Finance Minister seems to be elated over the so-called develop- 
ment scheme incorporated in his Budget. But on scrutiny it may be found 
that the much advertised development scheme is nothing but a decent pie 
for shielding nepotism and corruption through which the existence of tm 
political party to which he belongs, would be maintained. It is not 
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surmise, it is the transparent truth which even the man in the street would 
realise. It is a known fact that the whole development scheme would be 
executed into action from the standpoint of eommunalism — from the stand- 
point of party aggrandisement at the cost of the public exchequer. 

Sir, when I look into the Budget estimate, I find that the bulk of the 
amount set apart for the so-called development scheme will be expended on 
“Civil Works”. It is then obvious that most of the contracts for construc- 
tion and erection would go mostly io the kinsmen of and persons attached 
to the present Council of Ministers. 


Now, Sir, I shall deal with certain facts that are mentioned in the state- 
ment of the Finance Minister as well as certain figures of the Budget esti- 
mate. The Finance Minister has stated that the figure for loss adjustable 
in the current year is Rs. 2 crores under foodgrains. This point has been 
discussed by some of the speakers. I also touch about one thing in this 
connection. It is also stated that this loss was due to purchase of food- 
grains at a higher rate and selling the same to the people at a reduced rate. 
Tliifs statement, as my friend Mr. Kundu stated, is as inaccurate as it is 
misleading. The truth behind this is that foodgiains were sold to the 
people at a much higher rate at a profit even at the rate 1 of Rs. 4 to Rs. 6 
per maund in certain places. Government sustained the loss not because of 
the selling of food-grains at a reduced price but because of the condemned 
food-grains which were dumped in the Botanical Gardens and elsewhere. 
Everyone knows that w T hen people w T ere dying in the streets of this city for 
a morsel, the then Minister of Civil Supplies was busy in hoarding food- 
grains in godowns only to be dumped in the near future when they would 
be condemned as unfit for human consumption. I warn this House that the 
same game is being played over again. The Council of Ministers represent- 
ing the particular political party who were then a pliant instrument m the 
hands of the then notorious Governor for bringing about the famine ol \JW 
by sheer manipulation are still holding the reins of Government in the year 
1946. They are guilty of a crime the magnitude ot which is unparallelei 
in the history of the world. They are guilty of massacanng oO lakhs ol 


people ol this unfortunate province. 

Further, Sir, I find that Government have sustained a loss of Rs. 
crores under the boat construction programme. 1 understand that the 
contract of this boat construction was given to a favourite of one of the 
members of the Council of Ministers and that man being emboldened under 
tlie protection and patronage of the Ministry, constructed the boats with 
materials which would not he sold even for the price of the wood with which 
the boats were constructed. I understand further, as T was informed by my 
friend Mr. Chatterjee, that the boats are still rotting in a canal near 


Calcutta. 

Sir, nr all know Hint as a result of the pernicious “Denial” policy of 
the Government, the fishermen and others were completely depiived of their 
boats which wore their only means of livelihood. They would be only too 
eager to purchase boats at a reasonable price. But may I ask, why they 
refused to avail themselves of this opportunity? Is it for their reluctance 
to avail themselves of the only means of their livelihood or for the worthless- 
ness of the boats offered to them? 


Sir, this side of the House cannot be a party to the folly of the Govern* 
ment as mentioned in the Grant No. IlG-SdA Capital Outlay of Provincial 
Scheme of State Trading. If I take the statement of the Finance Minister 
in its face value, l must say that in the past the Government have proved 
themselves most inefficient and corrupt as tar as the State tiading is concern- 
ed. On their own admission they have sustained loss in selling out food- 
grains procured by themselves as well as in the boat, construction pro- 
grammes. I have no objection to the State trading provided that il is run 
on sound principle by bona fide men. But as experience shows every 
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layer of the present administration has become viciously corrupt 
beyond any remedy. The less we speak of the existing Civil Sup- 
plies Department and its ancillaries, the better. It has been dealt 
with in detail by the previous speaker, Mr. Kundu and there- 
fore I do not like to deal with this point at length. This department has 
earned so much notoriety that it should be abolished here and now. It has 
become a public scandal and its abolition is a public demand. 

Now, I shall cite one or two instances from the Budget estimates to show 
how this Government have indulged in criminal wastage of public money 
for the benefit of certain individuals. 

Sir, in the “Work-Engineering Irrigation Scheme”, we find that a sum 
of Its. 1,23,137 has been allotted for the re-excavation of the Kharia river 
in the Mymensingh District. I confess I could not find out any reason 
whatsoever why of all other vital water-ways of the Mymensingh District, 
this particular rivulet was chosen. This rivulet is a branch of the 
Brahmaputra which itself has become shallow and silted and the resuscita- 
tion of which is long overdue. Without resuscitating the main stream, the 
re-excavation of the rivulet is nothing but putting the cart before the horse. 
One may, therefore, easily suspect that the project has been included in the 
budget in order to satisfy certain individual or individuals attached to the 
particular political party. 

We further find that a sum of Rs. 74,348-0-0 has been allotted for cons- 
tructing a low earthen bund round the Dhopa Bil near Astagram in the 
Mymensingh District. This Bil is the personal property of our Hon’ble 
Khan Bahadur Syed Muazzamuddin Hossain, Minister in charge of the 
Revenue and Education Departments. I do not know, Sir, whether he has 
renounced his title. (A voice from the Government benches: He has). 
Sir, 1 have come to learn that as Maulvi Syed Muazzamuddin Hossain 
contemplates to convert the bil into a fishery for his personal gain, he has 
prevailed upon his colleagues to sanction the sum for the bund, by which he 
may gain at the cost of the poor people of the surrounding villages. Any 
item that may be taken up for scrutiny will betray such ugly features that 
any sensible and well meaning person will simply shudder to think that we 
are living in a vicious atmosphere under a Government which is unworthy 
of the name whatsoever and which is inefficient and corrupt. 

In conclusion, Sir, I warn the Council of Ministers not to repeat the 
crime that was perpetrated in this unhappy land in 1943. The country, will 
not tolerate such a thing a second time. The masses have become conscious, 
they will rise and the criminals will be brought to book before the bar of 
the people. 

Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED KHONDKAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise 
to participate in the customary practice of general discussion of the Budget 
and I congratulate the Hon’ hi e Finance Minister for presenting a good 
Budget before the House. (Mr. Kiran Sankar Roy: This is also customary.) 

Sir, it is a deficit Budget, but it has been presented in the House with a 
brighter and broader outlook for the province. The youngest Finance 
Minister of Bengal with his usual lovely manners and buoyancy of spirit 
read out the Budget statement on the floor of the House the other day and 
gave this House to understand in a very clear and lucid fashion the salient 
aspects of his Budget and there is no shilly-shallying policy with him. Sir, 

I am an old member of this House and I can tell this House that in previous 
statements it was often very difficult for me to understand the very difficult 
jugglery of Finance Ministers regarding the Budget provisions, but here in 
this statement I am glad to state on the floor of the House that the youngest 
Finance Minister of Bengal has put it in such a fashion that even members 
with average merit will understand the main features of the Bengal Budget. 
Sir, he is not in office for more than three months. Still it was a credit for 
him to grasp things from a Government which was in the hands of the 
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bureauciacy and permanent officials who carried on the administration for 
more than a year. I congratulate him and thank him over again for his 
iUC i .i! 111 er v? din ? °* budget provisions. Indeed it is a deficit Budget 
and the conditions in which the Budgets in previous years were presented by 
other Finance Ministers in this House are not present now. True that the 
war conditions are not there and the enemy is not knocking at the gate, 
famine and disease are not ravaging the province, but yet the country has 
not recouped and recovered from the last shock. So it is no less difficult 
with the Finance Minister to frame a Budget in the circumstances. Before 
this unfortunate country of ours could get full and speedy recovery from 
the last shock the visitation of nature in the shape of flood appeared the 
other day in the district of Chittagong and also the scarcity of food though 
not universal is here and there in certain localised areas. So I respect- 
fully say and submit in this House that considering these circumstances 
and facts this budget is a great change — change from ‘‘nation-saving 
policy” to “nation-building policy”. It is an achievement for the young 
Finance Ministei of Bengal. 

Then 1 come to the development projects. The development projects 
will speak for themselves. Certain colleges are to be established for the 
improvement of medical treatment — one at the Lake side, the conversion of 
the Campbell Medical School into a college and the conversion of the Mitford 
Medical school into another college. We are in a position to see within a 
short reach of time that Bengal will have qualified doctors for treatment and 
Bengal will get better medical men for the country and for abroad. In 
these days and from my past experience I can tell the House that many of 
our country men died at the hands of quacks and without treatment and 
many qualified men and well-equipped hospitals in the interior mufassal are 
needed for treatment of famine-stricken people. 

There is another provision in the Education Budget for the betterment 
and up-keep of primary teachers. Sir, during the last hard days these 
primary teachers could have earned more by joining the Civil Supplies 
Department and other departments of the Government, but it goes to their 
credit that they remained loyal and faithful to their duty and served the 
country with a very paltry sum as their remuneration. Sir, now this 
provision for the increment of their salary in the Budget is something which 
must be appreciated by all sections of the House. I heard comments from 
my honourable friends on the other side on the increment of salary of the 
poor and low-paid staff of Government and the grant of dearness allowance 
was objected to very seriously by them. Sir, it is the duty of every busi- 
nessman or firm or Government or semi-Government office to maintain their 
establishment and if they want to maintain their establishment 
they must maintain it with adequate salary. So, Sir, the Govern-* 
ment must pay their low-paid staff handsomely for their maintenance, 
and I appreciate that this Government have increased the dearness allow- 
ance and augmented the poor pay that they were getting so long. Sir, I 
want to draw the attention of the Hon’ble Finance Minister to one fact that 
instead of taking a long time in revising the scales of pay of these poorly 
paid people, this ad hoc increment must be converted into a permanent one 
in a short time. 

Sir, I have pointed out certain salient features of the Budget for which 
I have congratulated the Government, particularly the Finance Minister. 
Before I resume my seat I shall draw the attention of the Ministry to certain 
other things. In the Budget statement they have given hope that the 
recommendations of the Land Revenue Commission will be given effect to 
and for that four lakhs of rupees has been provided in the Budget for the 
revisional setlemcnt operations of the Sunderbans area. He has also men- 
tioned a number of districts in which the recommendations of the Land 
Revenue Commission should be given the earliest effect to and I find that 
my district tops the list. (Mr. Sharfuddin Ahmad: Lucky district!) 
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Sir, this is the very place from where in 1942, the then Revenue Minister 
Mr. Banerjee also spoke out like the present Einance Minister that Earidpur 
would be taken up first. Thereafter we heard certain other Ministers who 
spoke about the State acquisition of zamindary and that the said work would 
commence first from Earidpur. Here also is another statement from the 
Einance Minister. So, Sir, we have been hearing this statement since 1942 
but nothing has been done as yet and, I am afraid, nothing will materialise 
this time also. 

Sir, I went through the Red Book and the other Books carefully. I find 
that provision has been made for revisional settlement operations for liqui- 
dating the Permanent Settlement in the Sunderbans area but I do not find 
any provision made for the acquisition of the zamindaries by the State in 
other districts where records of rights were already available. Still I hope 
that acquisition of zamindaries by the State in other districts would be 
taken up in the near future. I think the Government will not give us 
any further hoax, and let us hope this State acquisition will be taken up 
soon. Sir, it is very important in the sense that the cultivator or the 
actual tiller of the soil must come into direct touch with the Government — ■ 
there should not be any intermediary. And why? Because very hard 
days have fallen on the poor people of the province, viz., the middle class 
and the landless labourers. These are the two classes of people who are 
very hard hit. But the middle class people are nowadays somehow earn- 
ing their livelihood by means of. service and through other sources. Their 
pocket is now full through inflation. But these landless labourers, most 
of whom are Muslims and Scheduled Castes, are loitering and toiling from 
morning till midnight. But unfortunately, in spite of their hard labour 
they cannot procure two square meals a day. So if the zamindary system 
is abolished and the land which is in the possession of the rent receivers is 
distributed then these landless labourers will have some land, though not 
sufficient land, to fall back upon to live on. If that is done, there will be 
betterment of the condition of these poor landless labourers in the near 
future and there w r ould be no necessity for the Government to provide 
famine relief, gratuitous relief and test work relief. 

Sir, I must confess that the provision made for the Development project 
is very laudable although that provision is confined to the giant from the 
Centre. Sir, one thing that strikes me very much in regard to this provi- 
sion is that one-fourth of this sum is going to be spent in East Bengal and 
the remaining three-fourths are going to be spent on Development work to 
be taken up in West Bengal, particularly in the districts of Murshidabad, 
Nadia, Burdwan and Birbhum. Sir, I do not understand why everything 
will start from Burdwan as if it is a holy shrine. Sir, under Irrigation 
the re-excavation and improvement of only one canal in the Dacca district, 
one canal in the Earidpur district and one canal in the Chittagong district 
are contemplated to be taken up. But this is a very small affair and a 
very paltry sum has been provided for this work whereas the major portion 
of the Development project will be carried out in Western Bengal. 

(At this stage the member reached the time-limit but was allowed half 
a minute more to finish.) 

Sir, I also appreciate that owing to the abnormal conditions and 
circumstances of the country an expansion of the Thana and Reserve 
Police is necessary, but may I make an enquiry from the Hon’ble Minister 
as to what Government Jiave done up till now to give effect to the recoup 
mendations of the Ohowkidari Enquiry Committee? Is there any attempt 
to improve the rural police? I think there is absolutely no attempt, rather, 
on the other hand, an economy of 9 lakhs of rupees has been effected by 
abolishing the Home Guards on whose training a lot of money had been 
spent. By effecting this economy Government lias only deprived the rural 
Bengal of the trained personnel of the Home Guard Organisation while no 
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improvement of the rural police lias been effected. I therefore ask the 
government to look into it and- 

Mr. SPEAKER: Your time is up. I’lease take your seat. 

Mr. QANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARJEE : Mr. Speaker, Sir, *1*3* 

*13*$ Slfiro *3313 *31 3fa **' 3ft35Tl33* *3731* fro irtto 7at5’3* 5’TO i fa* 5:3*3 
fro *Tf3 3tt* * 3731 * ftro iRff*' i *r* 3t5*$$i 13 ® 33 from ot Srk? i toci 
TOTO stftfo* ct 5l5t*R §3k^— 3k*n *RR ifR* 5f§3*3 ’m'fa tot l3$3^i ssso *13* 
^t*TO *;? C«tw <!0 TO C*1* TORTO RT31 fa33%l, *RR C3$ *3371 *13T353 ’t’JPt §lfa3 533315 I 
{5ps 4 $ 315*5$ ®R *37 c*t 3 373*1 *31 3i$~4$i fast* Ifasl3i3 far* 1 ‘ S ts c t'r=r e t' 

C5tt$l C*3* 4$ ***) 15* 4f®33 3RR*37, «rr=Tt5t' 5 tl C5*R *37--C5$l *33 *t*3^ I *1*3*3 ?TTO 
5#t 35113 5»80 *13* **<HR 1*51313 33lt fa3*3~f*3 <515 C*3* f%fa faf fl*Hb *533^3 
33* 333 53 *1 I 5555 4$ 313*3$ ?fTO 53333 CTO 1OTI TO 55 5ft I 3PTO C5 55515 

«1«15 4$1 535 **! 55 I 3*f53 CTO **33 *133 55515 35155 5313 555 I fa* 5t5t553 51551 
, •Sfg3'c5 t & 5151555 3t’31 C53l Si’* '5155151 *3*R 5157 CTO 3T3TI 5555 51$ I TOR TO 55 3151 
TO 535 51 3 * 31)1 '5315 I 31555 1*3113$' Civil Supply fasl3*3 Director 555555- -511515 
5153 513 TO $5 51553 TORI ®R13 faffal TO C53C3 CTOf$— fef5 fa3H$' <5555 51151 
TOl'333 c $3 TO 0 TO 3 TOR 5533 TOR 5555W I 4$ 1t*'3*7 fa C5t5ll 5R V 3153 555 55 
■5133'55‘T? ®t55 31 Et333 6* TOR 53 1 >531 3Rl 31 Wl553« CTO 5555 31 I 3R35 5ll5t3 35 

C355 515 555 CTO I $3131 C§3$, *&f35R 313*73 5t5 3115R 3555 §35 1553 555 555 I fa* 

435 fal31 *1331*1353 TO‘l , twifal? *f33t*l353 *t*3* *RR TO 3lt I C53 433 TOY! 55355? 
i£l$l fa TO‘f 535 ‘iR C5R 73 ’553R1T31 33 ? TO‘C55 c $ 3f$ 5553 3R313 53«3 *1533 TO >3$ *551 
3’3 31 I 31353 3ttTO 5t555 *37 C3 37551 555553, ^tC55«t *R* 55355, C5RRWR I *535 15</$ 
5 |^ *;3l5l33 C5831 55355 I fa* 35*13 55553 C3 *13t5lTO3l% 51555 55 5lf®53 353 C513* 5"*fl33 
3555 I 4$1 13375 51571*55 *51 I *1315131 fa *55 R555 55 515(53 1t33 ? 3<5 31*133 TO *13*, *f5 
3553 515 31*133 *t55, 3R’55 315 RTO -3*551 53*1 $1*1 33 f55*3 51553 53 3l®l53 3155 31 I 5553 
31533 5TO5351 51*53 C33*3!l>, fa* 31 53 31$ I 35t*3353 355 73 515 C3$ I 3151 C5Rl *R3l3 
*55f, 3t5t73 515 353 *53 5t353 5153 31~4$1 £j*3 537 *51 l *R C 5 $ C5R1 5t*R *S *55^5 
I 315*37 551*35* CTO fa55 5555 31 I C5$ C5l5t5tWl555 *37 if* 33>§ CTtfl 53 
315'55 C5 J$ 3t“51 TO3'55‘$ I C 5 *51 *fa*R *55 55fa I 5t(5R tfTO 575*1 *553 5*:*55 
A, B, C— *$ f%3f fasten — C3$ *51 *153151 -3$ Houses* 5*55 *1533, 5l$555 C515*'S *153 I 
Mr. Speaker, ‘A’, fa3l53 3151 3R1 Tax C53 31, ‘B’ f*3153 5151 3R1 *t$ *131 537* Tax 
C53, TO ‘C’ 1*3155 *Rl 3151 3 R §55 Tax C53 1 3151 575*1 *5553 ’A 1*3t553 *37 

31553 Tax C3$l fa^ 353 ‘A’ f*3l553 C5t*555 R555 TOR 5533* 353 ‘B’, ‘C’ 

^531353 5515*51 TO 5155 C*I5R ? 31$ *157 553 31555 C5RRW155* 3*‘tt^J 553 53 I 351*351 
*13315 *3* 31555 TO 3*5*15 *55 3155* Ilf553 C33331* *1555 TO 3t$ 3Rl 533 31 C553 *33, 
33 3l*rc*53 51553 TO50 I 5l*l C*TO *51 5*53 *lf*--5l*l C*TO CTO <351*3155 TO31, * 1 * 11 * 
*“sylket*l 3 STO f 333 *53 *15*1 Sylhet *517 *13 % t[555l I 3faTO *51 *3131* 

51* 5t*t3 4*331 *153 1 ifilTO « ***1 3* Surplus area I 35^5331 1*3*31 *TO 
fa *35 33 6t*l TO f*353 f353 53 3R C553 3 C5lY $1*1 3TO *37 f*53 C353 53 I 313TO 
TO TO® 15 15*5$S f*l'*3*5* f553 53 I 15* 33*3fa TO, 153, 3R 35 TO TO 33 f553 53, 

31 5 : 5*t TO 3*1*153 C1*TTO 31 I 4$ TO $1*R *faf *53 TO133 <333 TO3^ 3C 1 5^, 

$1*1 33 13^1 CTO, *1*1536 53 *R ifirt* *t5RT I **« ^ 

*lt*R 351*3 *1 *1131553 1*533 *3lfa3 *31 1 *lfa 3*3 3*Rf53 Pt53fa3t3 lift C53* i, C3 
fa *33«TR=3 ; (TO1 *13*R 35 *33R *31 Govt. Enforcement branch *5355 I U * * 

C33*,5 ci$ Enforcement branch*.* cTO*m, Civil Supply f3e15l* cTO*3i C3*t53 553 

*5TO« *595?-3W3tlfalbOO N $^l Tax *15R *3313 1 C*13 4*f 31*13 C*5* MOv $1*. T« 
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tot? ^rvs mu&, 4ft to tot cto i vmum w 5£4^ croi 4TTO to4 ^5 cro 

TOl 4ft 1 ^ftrrt? Sub-Inspector, Civil Supply Sub-Inspector 41 Inspectors 
frf tfw froftTOUTO 4$ Civil Supply fwtrsfa $T47 TOl 6 C44fi> T>f41 4TO 414C^4 I 4$ 
& c^tft bl^i ftnr %t4i cbk 44 (,^*1 1 <^ft o> C4ffl? fcfan c*ru*f^r ?ft3? ^prtTO 6 ^ ftfa 4>c< ftw, ^sifai c4or 
4tTO3 4k\D I tft cblc4il 44 43ft4 4tTO4, TO'flr 3 !! 6 !?? TO?? C4TT4 441 ^fct^ <ift C4tfi> 

fcfai w4TOT4TO to CTO's tots *org cTO frr^i toi to? i ctm cTO srtoi- 
4-Jc* 44H TO^k ®HJ Government C4T4 ?jm TOcb TO'tf'H 4ft I <44 cbc*< ^tR'olcTO f444 'TO 
f%f 414^5 TO4 41 I <ift Civil Supply f?TO44 TO 4-44ftl TO TO4 I 1544 

C44C15 41(44, f% 4TO TOlftj (7TTO4 R«TO I 15l4 <4414 ?(b!j> bl'41 ^Tfi5ft5tWf4t 4tTO | 

*ft5W4 WRM 'S *ftW4 VoJfc^l^* Ff4H districts? S. D. 0., Civil Supply 

officer 44< Addl. S. P. TO5T44 TO^ 44*fte ft£4%44 I C44t4TO TO Stockists TOi 
(TlTOTTO 7 m ST4 black markets f%#t TO (TOTO I (4^ 4*4t? C4414TO Enforcements? 
C4tTTOl 4tTO4 ^f^MTStC? °5rY4f4 4(4C^ I 4TOfi WtfTOT'S (444 4TO 4745TI 54 4ft I 

CWT444 Food Committee? Secretary Et4 TO4t4t 4TO CTOr4 TO TOTO bt4 TOTft I 
TORt4 ist? ctofdrt ftc? <j> fm 5t«T ^rfwr^t 444 TOTOft???/^ <c=i to to <ift 44 t>M Govt. 
ftC4T^4l ft^S '$f4~'SfTO I5t4 m Black markets TO TO I 44TO$ 45 TO 

^"fw m TOrotf, ft-4, TO frm cTOTO, ®tTO to, ot, m 4f%4ft4 

TOS4, fclTO 4t433, 4t5t4434 TO — ^STtft 44 TO? fraf^CT I 

TOTO ^44, TO <i]41?l 44TO District MagistrateC4 0TG4I ^CTO I ^5 C441 TO^ 
Ft41 CWTO ^4 \5TOt4 TOTO f%C^4— 

“I have the honour to inform you that on the 24th June at about 1 p.m. 
16 bags of rice were remover] from the godowns of the wholesale dealers of 
the locality loaded in 2 bullock carts by a be/pari and on the way the goods 
were seized by the police constables of the Police Patrol posts, but unfor- 
tunately they, however, managed to remove the goods elsewhere/’ 

C444 $1$ 44 TOTO feft 4CTO4 — 

“I further brought to your notice sometime ago that about 500 maunds 
which has been taken and allotted for rationing to some sub-dealers was 
black-marketed by the same sub-dealers and which fact was known to one of 
the officers, named Ahmed Mea,.who reported it to the higher authority, but 
through the intervention and connivance of some higher local officers the 
matter was hushed up.” 

’TO’TO TOlj? Stock 44Hn 4TOT (441 TO4, 3TP3 f$TO (4414 54 4t$ I <44^ 

5RT44 4lc£> 4’ £44 C44l TO^, C44t£4 (44, f%4 C44 f4*41 TO f4£4 Stock TOfo 4t4l 

5CTO I 

HS44 — TO ^44141 f%f4 f%£4£^4 — “CStTO TOl C4£4f^ I C4 TOT1 

OT£^ I 4tTOtf44 f44 TOT^ TO TO 54 I C4f44 Enforcement branchy? 4TOR officer 
iil£4%44 I f%f4 *14 (4fTO%44 I fTO4^tT4 444 3tT4 4f% 4<ftf%4 f444 f%f4 4SR 

f44£4t step fTO^4, fTO ^44 CTO4 44TOt4£44 f44£4i C4l4 step 

t[f%^ft44 W4T f4£44 41 I 4444T4£44 TOT 4t54 C4CT5 C4t^ 1 441^^1 t[Hf4 0fQ4t4 

^t£?4 ^STO C4T^ C4£1> I 

C4 44Tf% <ili>l 4f? 44 44U5 41 4t£44 Vsc4 4l%£*l4 ^T4T C4 ^141 4T4 44t^F 44£^4 
^5tre TOT4 TO 54 4411% ^#3 4Tf%T4 C4341 5£4 I Govt. 4ft C4$ ?4lf% 444 TOT® 41 
TO44, ^tTO ^f%4 4t4t4 f% tJT4tW4 ? Mr. Speaker, Civil Supply ^5 4$ 4TO 44lf% 
TOC^I f%^ 4tOTl?4 ^4TT4T TO4l 'Q & 4TO ^T4t*lTTO^ I *fG&: 4ft'Q CTO^4 TO4\4 C ^ 
& TO4'r4 c k4‘ 4tr a 5 41^5 C4(f ^41 ftC4T^ 4^44Ji4 4tW I fTOS ^\Ui CTO 'Q 4 (4TO 441 

4ft I C4 ^144 44C44 unproductive schemes TO4"C4^ 44P TO£^4 stro CTO 
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TO TO TO S? T 1 I CTTOT *TOT 1 T*fSR (TO <3 frfarS TO — <PT«ltr=T TOT TO 

TOtf^ TT TO I TO’fT TTTOfTTtT TOTtT TOTtT (TO t[f^ TVTT TO TO, CTtTO ^CTOI, 
TTS, T. B. TO TO TO^, <?!$ <TO Public Health 4T’ medical TO>1 4 TUT c*N f| 
TOTtff^ TTT $cb^ TOl ’hTT 'TOT! I ^bkT TTTTTI TTT I Rsfl TOT ^t'® c P- 

GPT? CTO TTT TOTt$ TGR TO I TfTT ^[f®T TOT (7T ^ftTOTT TOT! TTTOT ^tS ?[H TT, 
^H’tT Tft G'otcTO TOTT *t fl> <i)TT wftr TTTO •'MC^M I 'oi 05 TTT> TTTTT — ®8 StWtT fciTl I 
«fj^5 l?ln tt5 TTO CT f% TTOTT, WlfTOl I 

TOTO Electrification Scheme <ro TOTO TOs frtri *fr® TTTtT tT^tTOtTOl %T I 
TO CT TO fTO *Ttft TOS TOf^TO (TO ^feTTT TTl | TOT (TO TOTOT TtTTtT TO 
sr 1 w1%t cto TO TOra tt,— to to wtt ^tft Trorf suggestion fro TO i cTOr 
T1 TOTl *TOT1 Tf®TO (TOR To TOT TO I TO’fT *TOT1 TO® SR CTtCT'T CT*ft TO TO TOT 
fro CTO ’TO T1 I TO’ft TO TO TO *TOT1 06 TO (TO TO ®1’^T fTTO CTO ’TO— 
(Sfc’OTS TOfl CT*!U 5 ’ftT f%? TOtTT fro Tt‘^Tl CTOt TO TOT (To TCTO TtOFT toss 
*TOR1 <T*tTO fTO To CTO I Ftrft CTO 1 TtTl TOT TO ftfabl^lOs TtW TO f%| f%§> 

o’!® TO ®tn ctto to ’tcro 1 vsUn ®tott ’tft^t'T fro fr’tj Pu ’ttsts 1 ^torr dole fro 
to 1 T^tr fro to tot to? i dole^T tot 4T crtf& frtn TTtw tti ^cto» 

(TT^l ftr^ts TOT I ffff\ 4% CT (TO— lTO,T#TO,TOTfro, CT3ICTT c fl, fTOtTdS, TtT®l, TOTI 
CTOft TO TOT T^sf TCTO I 4$ TOT§ CTOtT 4T CTtft VV «P*T (TOTT TtT I ^®^f% CTtCTT 
TCTT Tft ffpm H*\ WTTT'Q dole fTO TT TO’C^ ^TT bO TOtT ^00 CTOCT dole fTO TO l 
TO Tft *TOT1 ’ffFT (TOCT TO TO ff\ fTO ^CTT SRT ftc® TO V^,8®,V®^. 

T 6 ! I CWTT ^I^CTCTO TTT TO TOtT TO CTtfl? ^tTl I Tt'TOT TO ^tTOi TT TO’CTT TO 

CTtt TOFtT TTWI TT1 TTTtT I f%^ TTTY1 TCTC^T ^T CTtt TT ^TT CO TtTO TOl I 

Mr. SPEAKER: You have got two minutes more. 

Mr. CANENDRA CHANDRA BH ATTACH ARJEE : Please give me 
five minutes more. 

Mr. SPEAKER: No, 1 cannot. You have already exceeded your time. 
I can give you half a minute more. 

Mr. GANENDRA CHANDRA BH ATTACH ARJEE : TOrc*t $ ( ivil Supply frTO 
CT frm TTI TOC^ Tftcr ftr l TO air conditioning 4T Tmi ftr l (TOT 

SRTOtTT, fTO TTTOT TO Tl CTO TO TtT^ ®TT \sTOT fTOTOl ®Tt^t TCT <s\t TT^ Tmi 

TT1 ^fF® I TOro Tmi T1 TTO CTCtT (TO TT T1 CTO TO TtTT I 

(The member having reached his time-limit resumed his seat.) 

Mr. C. W. MILES 1 . Mr. Speaker, Sir, before dealing with the Budget 
as so clearly outlined by the Ilon’blc Minister, 1 would like to refer to its 
reception in the Press. 

The Statesman and the Avinta Bazar Patnka featured the boldest head- 
lines of Bengal’s Rs. 10 crore deficit, and it seems to me, Sir, that the 
daily Press throughout the English speaking world is possessed of a devil, 
inasmuch as it invariably features the worst in human nature and relegates 
the good things of life and anything constructive and educational to the 
smallest of small print, if it condescends to print it at all. One would 
have thought in this case that the headlines should have been to the effect 
that the Bengal Government was going forward to spend a very large sum 
of money on new and beneficial ventures. 

The deficit is due to the war, and to the famine, and if the expenditure 
on extraordinary charges and famine relief were eliminated, the Budget 
would be a surplus one. The legacy of the war is the more difficult to bear 
in a period of shrinking revenue and mounting expenditure. During tke 
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war years there was certainly mounting expenditure, but there was also 
expanding revenue which always contrived to exceed expectations. Revenue 
is now shrinking and our revenue estimates are more likely to be over-esti- 
mates than under-estimates. Revenue from excise and entertainment taxes 
may well decline more rapidly than has been anticipated although the 
Betting Tax next cold weather will probably be as large or larger than in 
previous years. There is no doubt that in the future a major source of 
Provincial revenue will be the Sales Tax provided the Government is prepared 
to enforce it. We consider, however, that the yield from the Sales Tax 
could be considerably increased if evasion was checked and we would com- 
mend to the attention of the Hon’ble Minister the desirability of a full 
enquiry into the evasion of Sales Tax and the desirability of levying the tax 
at the manufacturing and importing stage instead of at the retail stage. 
When comparing the efficiency of the Excise Department of the Central 
Government with the Bengal collecting system of the Sales Tax, it is obvious 
that the Centre collects proportionately more of its dues than the Provincial 
Government. 

It is regrettable that the Government proposes to increase the Petrol Tax 
from 3 annas to 8£ annas per gallon. The petrol tax at 3 annas is at present 
higher than in any other province and by increasing it to 84 annas it will 
be four times higher than the highest rale in any other province. Govern- 
ment should think twice before increasing this additional tax and we in this 
party consider that an increase of 54 annas — following upon the doubling of 
the tax in 1 945 — is excessive. It should be remembered that the tax was 
levied in 1941 for the specific purpose of furthering road construction, and it 
was never intended that it should be used for the general purpose of meeting 
revenue deficits. Petrol is not a luxury and it is one of the sinews of 
development in this Province. Wo can afford to pay Rs. 2 for our own 
private cars but that is not the country’s transport factor. I will not dwell 
on this point as it will be the subject, I know, of great criticism when the 
measure comes before the House. 

The Hon ’hie Finance Minister is rightly examining all further possibili- 
ties of increasing the Province’s resources. We commend to his attention 
the possibility of a tax on advertisements and also on true luxury articles. 
The yield from Stamp duty should automatically increase as commercial 
houses in this province adopt the system of only paying dividends to regis- 
tered shareholders, which ensures that a large number of transfers are 
stamped and registered. We would also like the Government to go further 
and insist on a stamp duty on Share Contract Notes. 

There is a great need for an overhaul in administrative expenditure. I 
do not say you will achieve much retrenchment but there should be an over- 
haul to eliminate inefficiency. Items such as the loss of 11s. 2 crores on 
the sale of subsidized food to the public should not appear in the Provincial 
Budget. To the best of my knowledge it was never the intention to subsidize 
food, and we would like to see from the Civil Supplies Department some 
detailed costings of how their rice and wheat transactions are panning out. 
There is nothing in the Budget to help us, and the Civil Supplies Department 
should, if it w r as run on commercial lines, be able to give the public invalu- 
able statistical information and sources of loss should become apparent at 
short-notice and adequate correctives applied. 

The loss of Rs. 1J crores on Boat Construction programme seems to me to 
smell, and we of this Party would like to see those responsible face up to a 
searching enquiry in regard to what is obviously a matter of exceedingly poor 
judgment and gross mishandling. 

The need for a strict examination of the expenditure of the Civil Supplies 
Department is illustrated bv the fact that apart from the loss of Rs. 3J 
crores, expenditure on establishment and contingencies amounts to no less 
than Rs. 6 crores and we feel that an explanation should be forthcoming for 
the expenditure of such very large amounts. I do not want to be too hard on 
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the Civil Supplies Department but I do not think that they spoil their own 
case by not supplying us with adequate information. 

One of the first tasks of the Ministry, as I have said, should be an over- 
haul of the Civil Supplies Department: the department has become top heavy 
and, we fear, not free from graft. 

A major problem facing tlhe Ministry and indeed of India and many 
other countries, is that of inflation, and it is regrettable that this problem 
finds only passing reference in the Budget speech. 

It should be one of the principal objects of the Ministry to stabilise the 
cost of living to the best of its ability by increasing productive capacity, 
which means that Labour has got to be urged to work if it has to get a fair 
price for its outturn. If prices of essential commodities are not strictly con- 
trolled in the meantime there will be no limit to tlhe rising spiral of wages 
and prices. What is more, the economy of the province would be completely 
dislocated by strikes and all development will be frustrated. 

There are only two ways of fighting inflation effectively: — (1) by increas- 
ing productive capacity and the supply of essential commodities, leading to 
a reduction in prices, and (2) by the strict control of prices in the interim 
period. The United States has learnt this. They took it off and put it 
back again because productive capacity was not keeping pace with potential 
consumption. 

An encouraging feature of the Budget is the emphasis on development and 
tlhe large sum of lis. 12 crores which it is proposed to spend on development 
schemes. We wish the Ministry well in this great venture and we trust that 
each venture will receive the personal attention of each Minister- in-charge 
by way of visits and enquiries, and criticisms. We have one criticism to 
make inasmuch as the Five Year Plan put up under Section 93 Administra- 
tion is no plan at all. It is merely a collection of departmental schemes 
which have not been fitted together into a plan with definite targets. As 
yet these defects have not been remedied by the Ministry, as the Budget 
estimates only give us lists of departmental schemes. A friend of mine here 
suggested that I might quote the Russian Five-Year Rian as an example to 
this Ministry, but having been associated with the Russians throughout the 
War and having Polish and Estlionian friends 1 think there would be very 
loud protests from the people of tlhis province and in fact, from the whole 
of India, if Soviet methods were employed here. 

Reverting to the Development programme, we agree that the recom- 
mendations of the Rowlands Committee are the right one inasmuch as that 
administrative machines should be created capable of carrying out large scale 
developments. Furthermore, public interest should be aroused in the 
furtherance of these projects and it would then be a matter of pride for this 
province to say what we are doing. We expect from the Ministry a declara- 
tion of what is their target and how they expect to achieve it. 

In conclusion, Sir on behalf of this Party I would like to wish this 
present Ministry good luck during its period of office. And we extend our 
congratulations to the Ilon’ble Finance Minister and to those others who are 
responsible for the clarity of the Budget speech, which we think is one of 
the clearest expositions tliat has been made for some considerable time. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The House was to sit today from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. with 
an interval of 15 minutes for prayer. The interval of 15 minutes for prayer 
has been saved with the consent of Maulana Sahibs in this House. So we 
rise 15 minutes earlier today. 

The House stands adjourned till 3-30 p.m. tomorrow. 


Adjournment. 

The House was accordingly adjourned at 5-48 p.m. till 3-30 p.m. on 
Wednesday, the 31st July, 1946, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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[31st July, 

Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Wednesday, 
the 31st July, 1940, at 3-45 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Nijuul Amin) in the Chair, 3 Hon’ble 
Ministers and 201 members. 


Late sitting of the Assembly. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTAs Mr. Speaker, Sir, before the 
transaction of business in this House begins today, I would bring to your 
notice that the House was to have sat at 3-30 p.m. today. Now it is 
3-45 p.m. It is encroachment on our rights. During my whole career as 
a member of the Legislative Assembly we have found, Sir, that the House 
never sat one second late. Yesterday also we sat late and we are again 
sitting late to-day by 15 minutes. I repeat, Sir, it is encroachment on our 
rights and I do not think this thing can be tolerated. 

Mr. SPEAKER: This is due to the unfortunate arrangement between 
the Assembly and the Council. Unfortunately, we have not got a separate 
house for the Legislative Council and therefore the Legislative Council also 
sits in this very house. Yesterday and today the Legislative Council sat 
probably beyond the time expected by the Assembly and that is the cause 
of the delay in commencing our sitting today and yesterday. I shall see 
that the members of this House are not in any way prejudiced by this delay, 
because the sitting of the Assembly may be extended to cover the loss due to 
prolonged sitting of the Council. 


Mr DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, we must be in possession of the 
House half-au-hour before the House sits because it is impossible for us to 
go through the questions and be ready to put supplementary questions. Sir, 
today we have got a very important question and it is only just now that 
we have received a copy of the question and if we are to put supplementary 
questions m i elation to this question we shall have to look to the Report 
itself namely, the Bengal Administration Enquiry Committee Report and 
be ready for it. The practice is that we shall be in possession of the House 
and we shall be supplied with questions half an hour before the House meets. 
Sir, .during the last 5 or G days this practice has not been followed. 
During the last 9 years the Council used to sit in this House according to 
this arrangement and such things have never happened. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI : It has happened once or twice. 


thic^TT DHI , R 1 END ^ A NA1 ^ H DAT "£ r A: We slu)ul(i be in occupation of 
this House half-au-hour before the House sits in order to enable us to be 

ZmnJ ()T questions That is our privilege and that is our 

demand. I think Mr. Speaker will make arrangements so that we may be 
in possession of the House half-an-hour before the House sits. 


H °5® AI J? KHAN: Sir during the month of Ramzan the 
m l f enei . a Uy met m the morning. Similar arrangements may also be 

d fficuit f e r a T’ s i ,ri at !, he fag end of the da ? be “ 
difficult f oi people who observe Ramzan to carry on. I would therefore 

wilCso -mCot fh t elU,H ° f tllP t MU n a,man “ lembers of House that you 
U so di)dn n t that we may sit in the morning, say, at about 8-45 a.m! or 


I r !? li8 f t, ’, e diff j culties of Mr. Datta and of Mr. Aulad 
Hossam. If Mr. Datta thinks that they are not fully prepared for putting 
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supplementary questions to the answer that has been given, this question 
may be held over. So far as Mr. Aulad Hossain’s request is concerned, the 
Leader of the House and the Leader of the Opposition and leaders of other 
o roups may consult among themselves and if they come to an arrangement 
for morning sitting, I shall have no objection. 

Mr. AULAD HOSSAIN KHAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, there is one point 
more. I sent some questions one month ago but 1 have got no reply yet. 

It appears that questions put by European members are. being answered 
systematically every day. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: And the European Benches 
are empty ! 

Mr. SPEAKER: I hope, Government will try to reply to questions put 
by Indian members also. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, there is no discrimination in 
the matter of expeditiously sending replies. It may be a matter of mere 
coincidence that one or two questions put by European members come up 
before the House. Sir, I can assure the House that we are trying to deal 
with questions as expeditiously as possible and there is not ihe least discri- 
mination in sending our replies. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: We are receiving questions by 
driblets. That is our complaint. 

Mr. CANENDRA CHANDRA BH ATTACHARJEE : I sent a question 
on the 24th of dune last but still I have got no replies. 1 notice questions 
put by European members are being answered. This procedure they have 
taken in order to please European members for otherwise they will lose their 
(ju(Uh. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. l)atta, do you want that the question should be 
held over. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Very well. 

Renunciation of titles. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: We read a news item in the newspapers 
that in pursuance of the Muslim League Council decision you have 
renounced the title of “Khan Bahadurship”. Is it a fact, Sir? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, this is a fact. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: While wo welcome the decision that 
you should renounce titles conferred by the British Government I would 
personally have liked to think that you w T ill not be influenced by the Party 
decision of the Muslim League. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a personal matter. You know that I belong 
to a political organisation, but I think I have made it clear before that so 
far as my office here is concerned I shall never allow any party influence 
to prejudice my judgment in this House (Hear, hear). 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: May I point out that your 
predecessor in office was an active member of a particular political organisa- 
tion and he also belonged to the Parliamentary Party of the Congress and 
no such question was ever raised either in this House or outside? 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Why did you not raise it? 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Sir, arising out of personal 
explanations given Iby certain members opposite renouncing their titles, 
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will you be pleased to ascertain and inform this House if it is a fact that 
they are following this decision up by resignation of their office under the 
Crown P 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not my look-out. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the honourable members 
volunteer a statement to that effect? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: We are not to be guided by the 
wishful thinking of my friend, Mr. Dutt-Mazumdar. I may also tell him 
that we are not holding any office under the British Crown. 

Mr, NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: We would welcome this state- 
ment of my honourable friend if he would agree to declare this House as a 
Sovereign body. We, Sir, take it that imitation is the best form of flattery 
and we have therefore welcomed the renunciation of titles although belated'. 

Message. 

Secretary then read the following message from the Bengal Legislative 
Council: — 

The concurrence of the Bengal Legislative Assembly be asked to the 
Bengal Repealing and Amending Bill, 1945, as passed by the Bengal Legis- 
lative Council at its meeting held on the 5th March, 1945. 


General Discussion of the Budget. 

Mr. MOHAMAD RAFIQUE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 am thankful to you 
for giving me first opportunity to make mv observation on the Budget which 
has been presented by the Hon’ble Finance Minister before this House. Ji 
is customary to congratulate the Finance Minister partly for his endeavours 
and partly for the hours spent on the make-up to conceal the ugly features 
of the Budget and to present it in a form which may please the Legislature 
Sir, I congratulate the Finance Minister on his efforts, but I may be per- 
mitted to point out that if the rouge and powder is rubbed off and tlu* 
lip -stick is wiped out of the face of the Budget, the Budget will present a 
sight which will not warrant any appreciation from anybody in this 
House. 


i ’rnf ^ ave a Budget w r bere the expenditure has boon estimated to 
be Rs. crores °ut of which Rs. 10 eroros has been grunted by the Govern- 
ment of India for unproductive nation-building .schemes. The BuiWt still 
leaves a deficit of Rs. 10J (Tores which the Finance Minister seeks h) meet 
rom the closing balance of the last year and bv the issue of Treasury Bills 
during the current year to the extent of Rs. 5 crores. If you see the whole 
Budget you will find that the Revenue income under all Budget heads have 
Bone down and if at the end of the year we do not realise the estimated 
amount, 1 fear our losses and deficits would be much more than have been 
anticipated m the Budget Estimates. Sir, I also find that due considera- 
tion and attention has not ibeen paid by the Finance Minister in the pre- 
paration of the Budget because I am not sure whether the expenditure has 
been inflated or the income has been inflated. The Finance Minister says 
in his Budget speech that he will lose Rs. 10 lakhs under the head of income 

auTsuffl°c;e S T na * a ? es > bul ' 1 find tllat he llas made adequate arrangement 
and sufficient provision for the collection of this tax of Rs. 10 lakhs May 

I ask the Fmance Minister if this 10 lakhs of rupees are not to be realised, 
and if this professional tax has been abolished then why does he make 
arrangement for the collection of this amount. The collection charge of 

vi„r^ 1 i\ nKar / b nV iS ' 1 lak V T , hialilkh ()f nipees will surest a 
loss B ThV«Lw d o *+£ T ea i and perhaps has been shown to increase the 
loss. This shows, Sir, that adequate attention has not been paid durine the 

re e en a uH 1 Ced 0 V he rt 1 Budget by ^ Finance Minister ^ Bences hale 
been utilised for the purpose of presentation only. 
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Secondly, Sir, to me wlio is accustomed to the Budget of the Calcutta 
Corporation a deficit or surplus budget means nothing, for there is an art of 
preparing the budget at your will. You can make budget surplus or 
deficit as you like. If you want a surplus budget you can sell your existing 
lands or show them for sale and stop the execution of the nation-building 
programme. If you want to put in a deficit budget you may put all sorts 
of schemes which will never be executed and show all kinds of expenditure 
as already shown and at the end of the year come forward and say that for 
unavoidable circumstances which were beyond your control you could not 
execute the programme. You may as well say that you (amid not get 
technical experts and materials and this surplus in the closing balance can 
be utilised as opening balance next year. Previously due to continuation 
of the War we used to hear that materials were not available, and now on 
the termination of the War they would perhaps say that there are difficulties 
in obtaining services of technical exports. 

It is immaterial whether the Budget is surplus or deficit. What is 
material is that something tangible is really done for the people of Bengal. 
That is the only question we want to discuss today. 

Sir, one redeeming feature of the Budget is that we have no fresh taxa- 
tion during the current year, except a little enhancement of the tax on 
petrol. But, whether there is any new taxation or not, arc we not already 
groaning under taxes which have already been levied on usr' There is the 
Sales Tax wdiieh was imposed on us at a time when we were told that 
conditions were such that levying of a tax was necessary so that they could 
carry the administration during the War. Later on we were again told 
that 1 this tax was meant for the War period only. But now that the War is 
over, they say that it is a revenue measure because we cannot go without 
it. Sir, I am thankful to the Hon’ihle Minister — but perhaps he knows 
not — that the Sales Tax on fruits has been removed and abolished. For 
this I am thankful to tin* Hon’ble Finance* Minister and llie other Jlonble 
Ministers who w T ere directly concerned with it. But, Sir, the tax on shoes 
which was supposed to have been abolished has not been removed as yet. 
Shoes are a necessity of life to the poorer people who find it very difficult to 
pay tax on shoes. Besides, Sir, shoes come to Bengal from outside the 
province, especially, the United Provinces and the Punjab. The manu- 
facturers here find it difficult to compete with the shoes which are sent by 
outside provinces because the wholesale buyers have to pay Sales lax on 
them whereas wholesale buyers have not to pa} any Sales lax on shoes 
imported from other Provinces. The result is that m Bengal the manu- 
facturers have to sell their articles at higher prices than the manufacturers 
in other provinces. 

Now r , Sir, turning to Sales Tax I find that the income therefrom has 
been estimated at Rs. d crores, but for the loose* system which prevails in 
the department the trade has to pay much more than Rs. d crores whereas 
the Government get only Rs. d crores. Even if the net demand of Govern- 
ment. is Rs. d crores, I think, after there has been a thorough overhaul ot 
the department, Government will get more money and the trade w r ill have 
to pay less than what they are paying today. It is time therefore that 
Government should appoint some sort of a Committee of Experts who will 
not only thoroughly overhaul the Departments ot Civil Supplies and Sales 
Tax but should bring the wdiole of the Departments in such a tune that they 
may adopt the modern system of quick work and less labour. By that, J 
think, the efficiency of the departments could be improved and result in 
more work with lesser staff. Otherwise every year you will find that your 
income has gone dowm wdiile your expenditure will remain the same and 
every year you will be faced with a deficit to the extent of Rs. 10 to lo 
crores. You will not always get subvention from the Government of India 
as you have been getting in the past and with the changing conditions and 
political situation you will not be able to ask for any. 

10 
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Sir, I will not, refer to the country boat scandal wherein we have lot 
about Rs. \\ crores. I think that these leaking* boats were made of wood 
which expands in heat and contracts in cold water. These are the boat* 
which have been constructed by the Government through their contractors 
and which are now not saleable. The province has suffered a loss of about 
a crore and a half of rupees. 

Similarly, Sir, with regard to the amount which has been spent on 
rehabilitation I can say that if only we could reap the benefit of even 
50 per cent, of the amount which Government is spending every year on 
rehabilitation, the condition of the people in Bengal would have been much 
different from what it is today. Unfortunately, Sir, 1 was a member of tho 
Rehabilitation Advisory Committee and 1 found that nothing was done foi 
Calcutta, for those dwellers of bustees whose only want was to be supplied 
with raw materials at cost prices. These bvstee dwellers make biris, cane 
baskets and guli sutas. These people wanted raw materials at cost prices 
so that they may make a living thereon, but Government did not think it 
proper to supply these people with raw materials so they were gradually 
added to the number of destitutes. Sir, I find that nothing has been done 
in the* whole of the budget for those people who were directly responsible 
for the return of the Muslim members to this House, and indirectly for th< 
Muslim Ministry. 

Sir, I also find that nothing has been done for the children of the pom 
parents who come to Calcutta to get education in the college. No hostel 
has been constructed for those thousands and thousands of students who ar'" 
not finding any place to live in. The cost of living in hotels and boarding 
houses is prohibitive and there has been a cry that these boys should be pro- 
vided with hostels somewhere in the heart of the city nearabout the colleges. 
There is a big plot of land in Baitliakkhana Road and the attention of the 
Ministry has been drawn to it. The whole land belongs to the Government. 
If some money had been provided in the budget for the construction ot a 
hostel, it would have given some relief to those poor students who cannot 
find sufficient money to live in Calcutta and prosecute their studies. 

Sir, I also find that while the Government was anxious to do something 
for the people in other parts of the province and have put up some schemes 
which, God alone knows, will ever be completed, nothing has been done for 
Calcutta, the revenue producing city. It would have been worthwhile if 
Government had spent some money for the construction of additional blocks 
in the Small Causes Court, Calcutta. There the litigants and complainants 
have to crowd the room and some days when there is a holiday in between 
you will find that the crowd and the number of people in one room is more 
than those who were hoarded in the Black lloh'. This is a crying need ol 
the people of Calcutta and attention to this matter, in fact, has been drawn 
several times, but the Government have done nothing towards this end. This 
is a revenue-producing department. If some money had been spent so thal 
litigants could stand in the room, they would have appreciated it and cases 
could be easily disposed of. I think on account of this paucity of space, 
we are losing much money resulting in more adjournment, revisions and 
appeals. The same is the case with the Calcutta Police Court. There L 
no space for the litigants to stand or take shelter during the monsoon and 
cases are adjourned for want of presence of parties. 

Sir, I find that a sum of Rs. 2 lakhs has been provided for air-condi- 
tioning the Writers’ Buildings. Our Ministers have been brought up in 
villages. If they could not frame a better budget in a congenial atmosphere 
in which they were brought up and to which they are accustomed, how would 
they be able to frame a better budget for the province by sitting in air- 
conditioned room with the brain frozen? 

Sir, I would now refer to one very important matter where the Provincial 
revenue is unnecessarily being wasted. We have got a Muhammadan 
Burial Board for which a sum of Rs. 3,500 has been provided in the Budget. 
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This Board is supposed to look after the burial grounds for the Muslims, 
lhis sum of its. 3,o00 represents the salaries of the Seeretary and a 
chaprashi. \\ hat improvement can be effected to the Muslim burial grounds 
with this paltry sum of Rs. 3,500 which barely meets the salaries of the 
Secretary and the peon? 1 think this Board should be abolished 01 ample 
money should be provided so that this Board may make some changes and 
improvements in the burial grounds. All the burial grounds need nearly 
about Its. 3 lakhs for improvement an if no money is provided, it is no use 
to keep this Board and this money can be better utilised in other works. 

Sir, I feel that if the Ministry, instead of giving us a number of pro- 
grammes, had taken up one programme and given assurance to this House 
that they would see that this particular programme was completed during 
the year, that would have been one id' the greatest achievements of the 
Ministry. We are overwhelmed with schemes and we know that those 
schemes will never be completed. 

The Ministry should go thoroughly into the question of oveihaul of the 
whole system of administration for bribery and corruption are rampant in 
all departments of Govern mont. We know that if these 524 erores of rupees 
are spent, we will not get value tor the money that will be spent even 50 
per cent, of it. So, it is no use sanctioning Its. 52 4 erores when we know 
that with the present staff, contractors and experts majority of whom aie 
not only incompetent but corrupt we will not get value for our money, it 
is better that Government should come forward with some assurance 1o 
remedy this outstanding defect. 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed 1 is 
seat.) 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Mr. Speaker, as 1 was listening to 
the speeches of the Hon’ble Mr. Mohammed Ali and also the members dlting 
opposite, 1 w f as reminded of legend Narcissus who had had fallen in love 
with himself. In his Budget speech the Hon'ble .Finance Minister has done 
nothing else but like the Greek repeatedly singing his own praise and the 
members who have spoken from that side have been continuing in the same 
tune. But, Sir, if you do not look with jaundiced eyes, you will find that 
this is perhaps the most wasteful budget, the most uneconomic budget, the 
most alarming budget that has ever been presented to this House, for, Sir, 
what are the main features of the budget? The main feature of this budget 
is that there is a programme — a development programme, as the Finance 
Minister calls it — a programme for the development of certain departments 
funds for which have been provided for not out of the ordinary revenues of 
the province but out of the subvention granted by the Central Government 
the powers of which the Ministers and their followers opposite are always 
trying to whittle down. But I do not know if this can be called a develop- 
ment programme. On going through the development programme 1 find 
that schemes have been taken out and put in surreptitiously in this year’s 
budget out of the so-called reconstruction plan, the draft plan as it w T as said, 
the plan drawn up by the I.C.S. officers, the plan which has been charac- 
terised by the European members also as no plan. Well, Sir, this is a 
conglomeration of schemes that have been drawn up by the departmental 
officers. For instance, a certain scheme provides for 5G lakhs to be spread 
over 5 years, but, Sir, Ministers have taken out only some portion of the 
scheme and have provided, say, 4 or 5 lakhs for that scheme and 1 do not 
know whether they either seriously mean that that soeme is going to be 
finished at all or whether that scheme will be seriously taken up at all. 

Sir, when the new constitution came into operation, the Bengal Govern- 
ment started fairly well. If I remember aright, there w^as surplus of 
Hs. 1,17 lakhs that year, but it did not take more than 2 years for the Bengal 
Government to consume up that surplus. Well, Sir, I quote from the 
speech of the then Finance Minister who is now our Chief Minister. He 
said in his Budget speech in 1940-41 : “It will be obvious from the accounts 
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of 1938-39 that the opulence which marked the opening year of Provin- 
cial Autonomy had disappeared at the close of the second year”. Then, 
Sir, the year 1939-40 had a Rmall surplus, but from 194041 we have had a 
series of deficits which are ever increasing in volume and I do not know if 
things continue in this manner, how the Bengal Government will find 
finance to meel the deficit. (Mr. K. Noohudwn : The same about the 
Calcutta Corporation.) I know there will be such a remark from that side 
of the House. First set your own house in order and then criticize the 
Calcutta Corporation. It is remarkable that the Bengal Government have 
failed to pay their dues to the Calcutta Corporation. 

Then, Sir, when the War came, it was no fault of Bengal that she lay 
close to the War zone. This was a War which should have been financed not 
by the Bengal Government, not by the India Government, but by the British 
Government because this War was fought for the continuation of the 
imperial hold on India. But it was not the British Government who 
financed the money but the India Government was asked to find out money 
to finance this War. Tndia Government asked the Bengal Government to 
find out money by taxing the poor people of this province who incidentally 
happened to live near the War zone. 1 find from the speech of the then 
Finance Minister Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee that: “By far the most serious 
effect of the War on the provincial budget however relates to the expenditure 
on A.R.P. and hindered emergency measures booked under the head “Extra- 
ordinary Charges in India” The expenditure amounted to Its. 3 lakhs 

in 193940 and 7 lakhs in 194041 and the Central Government agreed to 

meet these charges in their entirety ” “Early this year (1942) however, 

it became evident that expenditure on A.It.P. was likely to reach a very 
much higher figure and the Centre advised the Provinces that the growing 
scale of expenditure on A.R.P. measures combined with a deterioration in 
the financial position of the Central as compared wiih that of the Provinces 
no longer justified the promised measure of liberality and the Centre found 
itself compelled to call on the Provinces to shoulder the major portion of 
defence measures falling within the provincial field.” I do not know how 
this measure can in any sense come within the provincial field. But, Sir, 
there is no question of logic or reason. Government of Bengal had to find 
money and subsequently had to face a huge deficit. 

Then came the famine. I will not repeat here the sordid stories of 
corruption, stark inefficiency and rank bungling of the Government of 
Bengal, but suffice it to say that the financial position of Bengal has been 
brought to such a deplorable state of affairs that Bengal has been sinking 
deeper and deeper ever since and has not been able to start on a path oi 
recovery. The Budget deficit began to reach very great heights from 
J94g_44 # l n 194344 there was a deficit of 303 lakhs. In 194445 there was 
a deficit of 470 lakhs and the next year the deficit went up to 745 lakhs and 
so on and so on. This year we are faced wiih a budget deficit of Rs. 10 
crores. Sir, when 1 listened to the budget speech of the TIou’ble Finance 
Minister I expected that the Finance Minister would give us some details 
of constructive schemes that would put Bengal in a belter financial position, 
but I must confess that 1 was sadly disappointed. The Finance Minister 
has simply squandered away money on certain schemes which, in my opinion, 
are mere copies of most unworthy schemes drawn up by the most reactionary 
officers of the Bengal Government. Well, Sir, this is the development 
position. 

Sir, I have got a ch^t showing what percentage of development expendi- 
ture goes to different nation-building departments. From that chart, you 
will find that the total revenue expenditure on development programme 
amounts to Rs. 10 crores and 45 lakhs of which General Administration and 
Police get something insignificant. Education gets 5 per cent, and Pulblie 
Health gets 7 per cent. Agriculture — the most vital subject in our country— 

CTotn nr»lv 3*9 npr rant f!n-rvnorafirm n*o+a fl.J.9 /no* non* T 
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be correct in saying that the present Ministry has allotted such on insigni- 
ficant sum to Co-operation because they do not want co-operation either 
from any side of the House or from the people of Bengal 

The Hen’ble Ml*. MOHAMMED ALI: We welcome co-operation, but 
we do not want to pay for it. 


Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Then, Sir, Industries get only 
3*20 per cent, and Communications and Works gets 36*50 per cent. But 
what does this mean, after all? 1 would give a concrete instance. Some- 
time ago Government granted certain sums of money to certain hospitals, 
notably Sadar and Subdivisional hospitals. There they constructed large 
blocks for accommodating doctors and nurses and so on and so forth. Now 
the blocks are lying empty and there are no doctors and no nurses in those 
blocks. I apprehend that the expenditure on these development programmes 
will also follow the same path. Thus Government might launch upon 
nation-building projects, but sometime after for want of proper arrange- 
ments, it would not be possible to maintain them in order. That is the 
nature of the development programme. If you go through different items 
of the Budget you will find that money has simply been thrown away and 
squandered away. Sometime ago the Finance Member ot the Government 
of India had a gibe at the Government ot Bengal when lie said that lie did 
not care for any Government which could not maintain themselves. Govern- 
ment of Bengal could not give them any fitting reply. Government of Bengal 
were bound by all sense of justice to give them a plain “no” but instead they 
went on increasing taxes after taxes and crushing the people of Bengal. 
But now that such measures have reached the limit the Finance Minister 
comes and says “I have tried to tap all sources of provincial revenues and 
there is hardly any source of provincial revenues that can be tapped.” So 
they will continue to depend on the subsidies from the Central Government. 
This Government is in the habit of receiving doles from the Centre, but, Sir, 
there is no certainty that these subventions Avill be continued year to year. 
Bengal Government is not looking ahead, and it is dangerous to plan for 
Bengal while solely depending on the subventions from the Centre. 


Sir, if there is to be any planning, you have to plan for a number of 
years and not for one year only. There is an absolute lack of foresight so far 
as the Budget of the Bengal Government is concerned. If you have to plan 
something, you must find out the money for carrying out that plan and 
decide how much you are going to spend this year, how much the next year 
and how much the third year and so on. This is the elementary principle 
of budgeting which the Hon’ble Minister must not forgot. I he hi nance 
Minister has not done anything of the sort, 1 say, Sir, that this Government 
can never be serious to bring these projects into operation and 1 say with 
confidence that these plans can never succeed. Only they will entail a huge 
expenditure of money and a colossal debt. 


Sir it is said that the function of the Opposition is to oppose everything 
propose nothing, and to drive away the Ministry. Sir, ,he dilterene.e of 
opinion between the present Ministry and ourselves is so fundamental that 
we have to oppose what the Ministry propose because what they l.nopoM. 
are not for the welfare of the people of this Province, but for disk, ration 
of patronage among their supporters who are thriving at < ^ 

people no matter whether they are IT nidus or Muslims or Sikhs or 
Christians or Parsees. But, Sir, I would make a few proposals tor what 
they are worth and if the Ministry care to listen jo my prop* isak t hey 
will be able to find at least some concrete suggestions flint will, m nij 
opinion, help the people of Bengal. My first suggestion is the abolition, 
so far as Bengal is concerned, of all taxes that are crushing the peop le ol 
Bengal. 1 say abolish all taxes that are bitting the common man, hitting 
the poor peasant, hitting the labourer and the agriculturist It you look 
at the comparative yield of provincial taxes m the first and last years of 
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war, you will find that in the first year the taxes imposed in Bengal yielded 
something in the neighbourhood of 903 lakhs and in the last year of the 
war these taxes went up to 24,92 lakhs. This means that taxes are being 
received not from the rich but from the poor cultivators and indigenous 
labourers. My first proposal would be the abolition of such taxes. My 
second proposal would be that you must find out a master plan and think 
out what are your first principles, then you can work out subsidiary plans 
I would request the Ministry not to accept through the backdoor those 
schemes that have been drawn up by the I.C.S., but to first settle their 
objective and then chalk out, in co-operation with the members of the Oppo- 
sition a master plan which will be of real service to the people of Bengal. 
My third proposal is about financing. Well, if you mean business, if the 
statement of the Chief Minister quoied by the Hon’ble Finance Minister, 
at the end of his Budget speech, is not meant to mislead us, you must not 
tax the poor people for getting money. You must fiisf levy taxes on Un- 
people who have thrived by trafficking in death and starvation during t host- 
dark days of famine. Thus if you tap this source of excess profits, you can 
get 150 crores. Besides this 150 crores, you can get another 25 crores from 
banks and another 25 crores from other sources. Tn this way it you can 
build up a fund of 200 crores, you will not have to depend on the Centra! 
Government. You can then proceed with >our post-war reconstniction in 
a fashion by which you can render real service to the people. 

(At this stage the member having reached his time-limi! resumed hC 
seat.) 

Mr. JYOTI BASU: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I shall discuss the Budget not 
in a mood of simply attacking it but with reference to the life of the people 
in Bengal and the prevailing situation in Bengal today. Thants to a 
/foreign? soulless and corrupt Government which was here during the war. 
we find that thousands and thousands of persons have been made landless 
and turned into agricultural labourers. Their debts have mounted up to— 
I do not know the exact figure but we can only imagine. They have become 
the easy victims of epidemics, and their village is today in the grip of those 
Cabinet makers who prosper by the famine— the zamindars, profiteers and 
other scum of society. The workers who are always overworked and under- 
fed are today living with their families in foul conditions without the 
Government taking any initiative for doing anything to better their present 
condition. On top of that the workers face unemployment today as novel 
before. The middle class, we find, are in the same condition and witness 
the break up of their own homes. They also face unemployment on an 
unprecedented scab-. And that is why the traditional meek clerks ot 
yesterday are being turned into revolutionaries. The question before the 
present Ministry therefore, as before all of us, is how to prevent this major 
disaster which is fast overtaking our country, the fair province of Bengal. 
There is now a Ministry in power with 2,7fi,000 Muslim votes and it is 
unprecedented. The ordinary Muslim voted into power the present Ministry 
with faith and hope and trust hut the budget has clearly the stamp of the 
Civil Service on it, — a corrupt, inefficient and callous bureaucracy. It i> 
easy enough to discard titles and honours as was done yesterday conferred 
on certain members by the British Government. But one must learn to 
tear up and scatter to the winds the bureaucratic policy which is being 
followed from year to year. The budget has two aspects. The first is the 
finding of funds and the second is how best to dispose of this fund 
Notwithstanding the grant of the Central Government we find a deficit of 
ten crores and it is the 'hiisf ortime of Bengal that it has to live on subsidies 
from outside. Money must be found and it is useless lamenting over the 
loss from the excise tax. You cannot build the nation hv making more 
drunkards nor will taxes on petrol bring us sufficient funds. The Council 
of Ministers must have the imagination and, more so, the courage to act as 
people’s Ministers and tap the vital resources for funds. First, abolish the 
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zamindary system, the Permanent Settlement, under which the parasitic 
zamindars are collecting twenty crores of rupees a year from the peasants — 
this sum is collected legally and I do not know how much more they collect 
illegally. And thus we find the State today losing at least ten crores even 
if the rent is reduced. My second point is ‘‘nationalise the jute industry”.^ 
What earthly reason is there that the jute industry should remain in the 
hands of European or any other private owners. Get it from them and see 
that our starving peasants in the field wlm in breast-deep water, day after 
day toil for twelve hours a day for jute and the hundreds of thousands of 
workers in the factories get fair wages and a fair living. Thirdly let them 
nationalise coal and other public utility service industries and funds will 
be available. I urge them to look at Europe where we find a new resur- , 
gence in Czechoslovakia, in France and in other countries. Under Com- " 
munist and other coalition governments they will find the first item in the 
nation-building programme is the nationalisation of the key industries. I 
believe the Finance Minister is a rich zamindar. II e should know where 
the money lies and where to tap flu* resources. Castly it is amazing that 
there is not a word of protest or condemnation by the Bengal Government 
against the Government of India’s vicious policy of returning the excess 
profits tax to the owners and industrialists. We know how tin* industrialists 
and the owners made this excess profits. There is no moral, social or eco- 
nomic justification for returning this money. M\ appeal to the Ministers 
would De to get away from the traditional outlook. Times are now extra- 
ordinary and extraordinary measures should be taken. Relegate to the 
scrap-heap the plan of the bureaucratic Government, the l.C.S. -ridden 
Government which has given the Ministry this budget. A European mem- 
ber of this House when talking on the budget yesterday directed the 
attention of the Hon’ble Minister to the question of sales tax for funds. I 
siy, confiscate European industries, confiscate private industries and tax 
the rich and thereby you will get money. There is no need to tax the poor 
or lay hands on the sales tax. Even if the Islamic laws of justice, juris- 
prudence and economy are to lx* followed, the rich must he taxed and they 
must part with their money . 

Now, coming to the expenditure side* of the budget, 1 find it is a welcome 
budget to the contractors because there is a huge building programme. To 
mention a few items of wasteful expenditure the Secretarial management 
will require lbs. 2,74,000, and the five Divisional Commissioners who 
should have been done away with by this time lbs. 4,00,700 — they have no 
purpose or utility in the province, as far as we can see. Then then* is the 
great scheme of air-conditioning in the Secretariat. I would wain the 
Ministers that they cannot function at all if they indulge in such luxuries. 

I think it is a mockery of the faith and trust of the voters that you spend 
Rs. 2,00,000 on the air-conditioning of the Secretariat, and the Tlon’ble 
the Finance Minister is not ashamed to say that this was launched or ini- 
tiated by the section 9-3 Government. The Police has always featured as 
an important and major item in bureaucratic budgets and Mr. Mohammed 
Ali has followed the traditional budget and granted a huge sum ol the 
Police. He has also granted extra sum to the Police. As we have soon in 
our country' only the other day the agents of law and order took a jeep to 
the All-India Radio office and tried to rush over girls and injured two of 
the lady volunteers there. These are the people for whom w’c have to vote 
sums of money for their jeeps and for their extra armaments to crush the 
life of the people of this province. I suppose this preparation in the budget \ 
is for the coming mighty struggle of the workers and peasants who are going > 
to be unemployed and for whom no provision has been made. 

In passing 1 refer to the non-votable item, that is, 10 lakhs of rupees are 
required for the e.r-Trade Unionist Governor to meet his expenditure and 
Rs. 17,000 a year is required for his medical expense, because although he 
lives in a grand style, yet perhaps sometime he gets chill or catches ‘flu. 
Therefore he requires Rs. 17,000 a year to look after him, but the total 
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medical expenditure for the whole province is Rs. 4 crores which works out 
at 12 annas per head. 

On Education 75 lakhs are granted of which 20 lakhs will go to the 
primary teachers. There are 60,000 of them and therefore they get Rs. 3 
extra per head per month. Yesterday I heard in amazement Mr. Miles who 
was speaking from the European side. He was alarmed at Soviet methods, 
but I should remind him and perhaps he does not know or is not well 
informed enough — that in 1941 in the midst of a mighty war 22 per cent. 
of the Soviet budget was earmarked for education and cultural purposes. In 
the present budget we find the Finance Minister has granted one crore for 
Industries, but there is no provision, not the slightest provision for workers’ 
homes and their sanitation. He should go and look around the workers’ 
bit $lees to find out what is happening there in the workers’ quarters, how 
they live with their children and families. 

Then he is going to spend 13 lakhs — a huge sum — for Village Industry. 
We know that the fundamental basis of our life today is in the villages and 
he is going to spend 13 lakhs only for that, and that is how he is going to 
save the nation or build the great Bengali nation. 

On coming to Agriculture I find that there are 7J million families who 
live on land. Of these not even 3^ million families have the barest minimum 
land to live on, but the Government has sanctioned lj crores for agricul- 
tural purposes including building costs, and T find with still more amze- 
ment that one of the plans suggested by the Bengal Government, the 
bureaucratic I.C.S. ridden Government was the utilisation of waste land 
scheme and it seems there are 43 lakh acres of such land, but the Finance 
Minister could not adopt the scheme. Here was one scheme by which about 
a million families could have been provided for if we could get this waste 
land cultivated, but the Minister has nothing to say on this. 

Then on busters which are not only a menace as far as epidemics go but 
a crying shame in Calcutta, lie is going to spend only 15 laklis, but there 
are million inhabitants in the huslees and thus he is going to spend Rs. l-S 
per head ! 

I further say that do not trust your money, as you have done as far a* 
procurement finance item goes, with the traditional famine-makers of our 
country — the Ispahanis, the D aula trains and the Shaw Wallaces. I say 
without people’s committees, without people’s co-operation we cannot trust 
these men with one pice, let alone thousands and lakhs and crores of rupees. 

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, I know that by a majority this Budget may 
be passed. I urge upon the Minister and the members on the Government 
benches to think seriously and to keep in mind the suffering of their people. 
I would remind them that a plan without the people’s co-operation is more 
than useless and therefore I should say that even now there is time to begin. 
It is no use following the footsteps of your predecessors of ages gone by. 
In such time as this it is necessary that the Ministry take a bold step, and 
why not? The Ministry should have the confidence that there are lakhs 
and millions of people behind it. If it has the confidence then it will be 
worthy of the trust of those people who voted for them and for whom they 
are sitting here in this cosy atmosphere of this Assembly. But if they do 
not honour that trust, a time is soon coming when these mighty Muslims 
will rise together with the Hindus to one man to sweep away all reaction 
that lies before them. Therefore I again say, ask for people’s co-operation, 
go to the villages and do not just sit here in a cosy atmosphere and do 
nothing for the people. ^ 

Mr* ANN ADA PROSAD CHOWDHURY: Sir, before I proceed to 
make any observation, I must confess at the outset that I am absolutely 
new to the House. It was natural, therefore, that the Budget proposals 
which provided for a total expenditure of over 52 crores raised high hopes 
in me and it was expected that there would be sufficient provision for the 
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amelioration of the condition of the sick, the poor and the unemployed. But 
the more 1 studied and thought over the details the more was I disappointed* 
because the proposals not only lacked a grasp of realities but were un- 
imaginative and wasteful and were cast in the same old bureaucratic model. 
These are hard words indeed hut that is the impression that has been created 
in me. Let us examine some of the items. 

Education: It is common knowledge that if quick results are to be 
achieved in liquidating illiteracy and ignorance, adult education has to be 
taken up. While in the west, the Bombay Presidency is planning to intro- 
duce conscription amongst their graduates inasmuch as they will not be 
entitled to have their diplomas unless they put, in at least six months’ work 
on adult education, surprisingly enough Bengal in the east has not provided 
a single pie on that account out of a total expenditure of over crores ofi 
rupees. I do not propose to suggest that it is according to any plan so that 
we may be able to exploit their ignorance for some more time and boss over 
them but I trust that this important aspect probably did not occur to the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister and suitable provision will now be made. 


Public Health: 1 come from Gbatal, a subdivision which is a dark spot 
in the whole province on account of malaria. All the industries of the 
locality are gone and agriculture is probably on its last leg. To add . to 
these conditions there is the havoc caused by malaria. In oik* municipality, 
viz., Chandrakona, the population has dwindled down from 21,311 in 1872 
to 6,016 in 1931, that is, it shows a decline of 71 per cent, in 60 years. 


What have the Government done for combating malaria in such areas? 
There is of course a solitary instance of anti-malaria measure being tried in 
Jessore and that at a trifling cost of Rs. 4,000. Could not several hundred 
such centres be taken up in the whole province if Government were serious 
in their anti-malaria drive? The supply of quinine and cinchona is abso- 
lutely inadequate for our demands. The provision made on cinchona planta- 
tion is again insufficient. Of course, the Govern men! are selling a lot of 
the foreign product mepacrine — the receipt shows 30 lakhs but is there any 
plan behind the anti-malaria campaign. It does not require any pioneering 
work. We can do what Panama and other parts of the world did to eradi- 
cate the disease and what the military practised to protect the army in this 
country. Could not the air-conditioning of the Secretariat at a cost ot 2 
lakhs of rupees and the conversion of the 1). 0. current to A. 0 at a cost ot 
another 92,000 and huge expenditure in the form of top heavy administration 
wait or be cut down to find money for eradicating malaria which is eating 
into the vitals of our people? 


Relief: A sum of Rs. 2,89,69,000 has been provided for relief. An 
instance will show how fictitious and unreal paper entries go to swell this 
figure Sometime ago 1,22,000 maunds of deteriorated rice was sold to a 
local merchant at Bankura at Rs. 8 per maund to enable him to conduct 
cheap grain shops on behalf of Government. But a system has since been 
introduced inasmuch as the Relief Department has to purchase rice from the 
Civil Supplies Department at their rates and the cost in the case ot tree 
doles and the loss in the case of cheap grain shops are to be debited to the 
relief account. From my personal knowledge in Midnapore T can say that 
the Civil Supplies Department has quoted l ie price of large* st ocks of rice 
which they have shown as deteriorated m their own reports :.t Rs. 12-10 to. 
the Relief Department. If the supply he to the extent of sav 1 lakh maunds 
the Civil Supplies Department will show an income of over 4 J lakhs of rupees 
or in other words the cost of relief will be incased by that amoo^he 
sale of this stock to the Relief Department at, a iate higlni by Rs. 4-10 
compared with the rate at which deteriorated rice was sold to the merchant 
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which the merchant had not to pay in Bankura. Thus by fictitious paper 
entries and additional charges the expenses on relief are unnecessarily 
inflated to keep the records of the Civil Supplies Department satisfactory. 
Whom do the Government propose to cheat by such fradulent entries? In 
the name of control should premium be given on inefficiency? Sir, the time 
at my disposal is rather short, otherwise I had a mind to examine tin* 
various other items of the Budget proposals one by one, and show how tile 
interests of the masses have been sacrificed by helping the sugar mills, by 
neglect of village ghaniwallas in providing facilities to oil mills; by the 
incidence of the sales tax on the poor spinners and weavers, if they wanted 
to buy a charkha or a spindle or some cotton, or a loom. If the Government 
care to remove the difficulties of the common man they can do so even with- 
out much loss of revenue if only they become familiar with the objective 
conditions. If there is a will there is a way. With systematic planning 
and honest persistent efforts, Russia is rich today. They- have succeeded in 
improving their lot by denying themselves many comforts and even primary 
necessities of life in the initial stages. Of course, I do not advocate the 
Soviet methods which involve coercion and force, neither do I suggest their 
methods being copied wholesale. But may 1 suggest that the honourable 
representatives of the poor and the si eel -frame which professes to be the 
servant of the common man will voluntarily go through a process of self- 
denial at least to a certain extent by way of sacrificing a part of their emolu- 
ments and wasteful expenditure on luxuries, air-conditioning and mechanised 
transport in a country where there are no good roads. We were told 
yesterday by an honourablpe friend on the opposite side that Hon’blc 
Minister, Finance 4 , has a wise head on bis young shoulders. I hope and 
trust lie will rise up to the occasion and take courage in both hands, 
improve upon the proposals and open out a now chapter in the administra- 
tion of this Province, so that the common man may be appreciative enough 
and the Budget may not be characterised as unrealistic*, unimaginative and 
wasteful. 

Mr. ABU TAIYAB MAZHARUL HAQUE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, there has 
been very serious criticism levelled against the budget that has 
been presented by the IJon’hle Mr. Mohammed Ali, Finance Minister. Of 
course admitting that I here are some flaws, some economy might have been 
-effected if more careful consideration would have been bestowed on the 
Budget. Apart from that the general trend of the Budget is very satis- 
factory, 1 should say, because there is not a single department in which we 
have not got something new. Every department has got some projects 
which my honourable friend the Finance Minister wants to undertake. 
This has not boon done in the previous years. T say that it may he with 
Government of India’s money, it may he with the money of our Province, 
but the fact remains that something is going to be done this year which was 
not done before. So I do not know bow with scanty resources and without 
levying any tax on the public a bettor budget could have been made by any- 
body in this [louse. Of course, while congratulating the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister on various items I must also point out the loopholes of the budget. 
We have borrowed feathers from the Government of India and are radiating 1 
witli them. Wo ought to have realised that if we could make a Budget of 
this nature by ourselves, then we would certainly feel proud of that. Now, 
Sir, in this Budget there are some loopholes which led to very serious 
criticisms, for example, air conditioning of the Secretariat and purchase of 
jeep cars and so on and so forth. It goes without saying that air condition- 
ing of the Secretariat was not necessary at all. The luxury and comforts of 
the public servants lorditig over the Secretariat have been given preference 
ever the needs and requirements of the public at large in Bengal. I should 
say that the plea that lias been put, forward l»v t lie Tlou’ble Finance Minister 
ihat the project was undertaken and well-nigh begun in the regime of 
section 93 — this plea does not hold good. Section 93, as you know, had 
done so many mischiefs. It was responsible for non-procurement of rice, it 
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was responsible for tlie present arrangement of the Secretariat, it was res- 
ponsible tor so many other mischiefs. I think we are out to undo the 
mischiefs that have been caused by section 93 administration. If we look 
at the wishes of the European officers silting over there and whatever was 
undertaken by them, if we accept them, then we have got no business to run 
the Government. Our will must be carried out by them. Their wishes 
should not be carried out by us without am rhyme and reason. (A void-:: 
Whose budget is this? Prepared by whom?) ’ 

Another thing is the purchase of jeep cars. I think jeep cars will he 
used by the highest Government officials in the districts as well as in 
Calcutta. 90 per cent, of the officers for whom the jeep cars are meant have 
got their own ears. They can go to their offices, to their private business 
in their own cars, but when they will go for the purpose of Government 
work, they must use the jeep cars purchased at tin* cost ot Government. 
Only the District Magistrates and Subdi\ isional Magistrates are allowed to 
use these jeep cars and no officers subordinate to them are allowed to do so. 
So, Sir, I think this we could have avoided very well. 

Now', Sir, another thing which 1 must point out is that the Finance 
Minister has said that probably lie 1ms tapped all the resources that he could 
find possible for increasing the finance ot this pro\inee. Tint I think, as 1 
have said before, it lie bad more carefully thought, he might ha\e found 
that there were more proportion of money on our side of the country to do 
something more for our ow T n men and we would not have had to ask for a 
loan from the Government of India.. For example, in the Secretariat and 
all over the Province we have got many I.C.S. people, and European 
UJ.S. people particularly, who draw much more salary than a Bengali or 
an Indian J.C'.S. because of their overseas allowances. It is high time, Sir, 
that wo get rid of these European I.C.S. officers, then' art* officers amongst 
US' — both Hindus and Muslims — w r ho can with equal efficiency conduct and 
administer the Government of the province. 

Now, Sir, we have seen that unfortunately for us we cannot, according 
to the Government ot India Act, touch their salary or thcii service; we can 
simply transfer them from one place to anothei. This is the position and 
shall we always keep them over our head in the Secretariat over whom we 
have no control? So, Sir, tin* policy of the Government today should he 
to do with as much less with them as possible and the sooner we can get rid 
of them the better for us. 

Sir, another thing that 1 want to point out is that economy might also 
have been effected il we could do away with the two cadres of services which 
go by tlie names of Bengal Civil Service and Bengal Junior Civil Service. 
With tlie same Dni versify Degree and appearing at the same competitive 
examination one is put on a higher salary and another on a lower. A Sub- 
divisional Officer or a Treasury Officer may he a Sub-Deputy Collector or 
may be a Deputy’ Magistrate, and though they may work with equal efficiency 
the salary of the gentleman who is a Sub-Deputy' Collector is a 1 most half of 
that of the Deputy Magistrate. Why not do away' with these two cadres 
and amalgamate them? Why not do away with the cadre of Deputy 
Magistrate? That will give you more money that may he spent for oilier 
nation-building purposes. Therefore, Sir, my suggestion to the lion hie 
Minister is to do away with these two kinds ot services and tui n them into 
one so that a good deal of economy may he effected. 

Sir, another item which I wumt to point out is this: the Government of 
Bengal has spent or is likely to spend Its. 7o laklis to secure participation in 
the Government of India’s scheme for the production of artificial fertiliser. 
What the fertiliser is has been left beautifully vague. No mention has 
been made of the fertiliser they are going to use. But may I ask, Sir, why- 
are we going to pay the Government of India 11s. 75 lakhs? Is it an interest 
on the subvention that we are getting from them? Sir, we are told and I 
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know that the fertiliser that will be produced in Bihar will simply be the 
fertiliser which goes by the name of ammonia sulphate. That has been the 
plan of the Government of India, viz., to produce ammonia sulphate in 
Bihar and then supply it to the other provinces. Sir, the question of ferti- 
liser is very important in Bengal. If you cannot increase the productivity 
of the soil of Bengal the food position of this province will never be solved. 
If you compare the productivity of the land of Bengal with that of other 
countries it will be seen that it is hopelessly below the mark. So the 
question of fertiliser is the most important question so far as the improve- 
ment of the soil of Bengal is concerned. But the fertiliser they will manu- 
facture over there is ammonia sulphate which cannot be used in this province. 
As it has been found by expert and eminent scientists in America and even 
in Russia, this ammonia sulphate never does any good to the plant but ruins 
the land within five or six years. In the first, second and third year you 
may get bumper crops but after three or four years the whole land will be 
barren and nothing will grow over there. This has been the experience, 
Sir, of many farms who have used ammonia sulphate. If you go to Hoogkly 
and Howrah you will find people crying and saying that they have been 
finished by using this chemical on their land which they are now trying to 
sell out. The Government of Bengal have not at all enquired whether the 
fertiliser which has been or is going to be manufactured in Bihar will be 
useful for Bengal. The soil of every province has got its own peculiarities , 
the soil of Bengal is not like the soil of the United Provinces or Centra 
Province. The soil of Bengal may require one kind of fertiliser and the soil 
of Bihar may require another. So, Sir, 1 do request the Double hinance 
Minister to find out whether this ammonia sulphate which will be produced 
under this project in Bihar will be useful to the soil of Bengal. It it is not 
useful but does rather harm to the soil of this province, then this amoma 
sulphate must not be bought through the Central Exchequer. 

Then, Sir, we have sustained a great loss on account of Boat Construction 
and other items as well. 1 do not know what has happened to the boats: 
we have spent, enough money for the movements, we are giving the contract," 
for movements to the people. 

(At this stage the blue light was lit and the member having asked for 
further time was told that he had two minutes more.) 

Sir, I will finish within two minutes. Sir, I do not know why the boats 
could not he used for movements. Were they delivered at all? Otherwise, 
if you can employ other people’s boats for movements, why not utilise these 
boats if they were delivered at all? Sir, i do want that an Enquiry Com- 
mittee be set up to see whether these boats were delivered at all and if not, 
what is Govern milt going to do in the matter. 

Now, Sir, there is another point. We have beard that considerable 
foodstuff deteriorated and was found unfit, for human consumption and was 
thrown into the Ganges. I suggest that expert scientists be engaged to 
make something out of this rotten stuff. In Europe and America the same 
problem was there. There the scientists found out that even the deteriorated 
and rotten foodstuffs could be made some use of. May I ask, Sir, why it 
was not done in our country. The contingency is still there and there is 
food shortage. So before throwing the rotten stuff' into the Ganges, 
Government should, 1 think, set up another machinery to see whether any- 
thing* can be done from the deteriorated stuff. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR GHOSH: Sir, the deficiency of the Budget has 
been exposed by previous^speakers. Some of them I daresay with the help 
of the microscope have even discovered some good points in it. I do not 
intend to traverse the same ground except to say this that the peculiar 
circumstance under which two budgets were prepared this year, one in 
February and another now, has yielded this rather interesting proof of the 
fact not well known to the lay public that the youngest Finance Minister of 
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Bengal Ips® his elder predecessors in office had more or less rubber-stamped 
benches) * m< plaoe<1 before hlI »- (“Hear”, “hear” from Congress 


Sir, this afternoon 1 intend to do two things. In the first place I would 
like to make a brief review of the record of the stewardship of the finances 
of this province under the aegis of the. Muslim League. Government extend- 
ing over a period of nearly a decade, and secondly, if I have time, I would 
like to expose the deficiencies, inevitable deficiencies of embarking; upon a 
developmental programme prepared by officials who themselves say it was 
nothing but tentative, whose object was primarily nut that of raising the 
standard of living of masses but that of providing employment for demo- 
bilised personnel and to which Ministers evidently could give no time or 
attention. 


Sir, the province began with a clean slate with the introduction of 
Provincial Autonomy in 1937. A debt of 8 crores and 41 lakhs, which 
Bengal owed to the Centre, was wiped out under the Niemeyer Award and 
her share of Jute Export Duty was increased from 50 to (>2i per cent. It 
was expected that with these concessions Bengal would lie enabled to extend 
und further develop her nation-building activities with a view to ameliorate 
the condition of her people. That expectation lias been grievously belied. 
Today when all other provinces have surplus budgets and have in addition 
built up substantial post-war reconstruction funds, Bombay having contri- 
buted 13 J crores to such a Fund, Bengal has not only been not able to 
contribute a single pie to such a fund but on the contrary has been saddled 
with an uncovered indebtedness of a sum exceeding 20 crores of rupees. 
The usual explanation of the Ministry and their supporters including the 
European Party is war and famine. I shall soon come to that. But 1 
might first examine an argument advanced by Mr. Subrawardy, tbe then 
Finance Minister, in presenting, 1 believe, his budget for 1941-42. The 
argument ran something like Ibis: that tbe revenues of Bengal were much 
smaller than those of other major provinces with the inevitable result that 
her per capita expenditure on nation-lmilding activities compared unfavour- 
ably with that of the other provinces. Now% apart, Sir, from the implica- 
tion of this rather uncomplimentary assumption that Bengal with ber 
ability and ingenuity, given comparable conditions, cannot produce some- 
thing better, even facts do not substantiate Mr. Subrawardy \s hypothesis. 
I will compare conditions in Bengal with those of Madras and IT. P., 
which have comparable populations. Unfortunately, Madras budgets are 
not available in the Assembly Library since 1941-42, hut in J 940-41 the total 
i e venues of Madras were 3 crores more than Bengal’s 13 crores and those 
of the United Provinces were about the same as Bengal’s. In 1944-45 the 
revenues of United Provinces were 27 crores against Bengal s 32 crores 
excluding 7 crores obtained by way ot free gift from the Government of 
India. And yet in regard to per capita expenditure on social services in 
1940-41 it was Re. 1 in Madras, 12 annas in the United Provinces and 11 
annas in Bengal. I may also mention that the Bengal Administration 
Enquiry Committee computed this expenditure over the period 1900-1943 as 
14 annas in Madras, 10 annas in United Provinces and 9 annas in Bengal 
So much for Mr. Suhrawardy’s argument about disparity m provincial 
revenues and its effects on nation-building activities. 


Now to come to War and Famine, and to take up War first. Tbe 
expenditure Bengal bad to incur on account of War was nothing peculiar or 
special to Bengal. Other provinces had to incur it but, their finances have 
not been dislocated. It is true that much more than most of tbe other 
provinces Bengal was directly in tbe war zone. But Assam was even more 
so. Much more than Bengal was she nearer to the war and subjected to its 
ravages but Assam emerged from tbe war with her finances intact producing 
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revenue surplus from year to year even after setting apart a not inconsider 
able amount of Its. 1 crore 10 lakhs towards her post-war reconstruction 
fund. 

Let us now take up Famine. It may be argued tha t Assam was not, 
ravaged by a famine. But why should Bengal have been? Who was res-’ 
ponsible for that? I do not intend to recapitulate the painful story of that 
grim tragedy nor revive bitter memories or recriminations. But what 
passes my comprehension, Sir, is this: that notwithstanding the fact that 
this Government was responsible for the death of millions of people by 
starvation and its aftermath, notwithstanding that fact this Government 
has been able to use and use successfully and with impunity the argument 
of the famine as an explanation of the dislocated financial condition ot 
Bengal and also to obtain primarily with the help of the European Party 
substantial concessions from the Government of India. But let us for the 
moment accept the fact of the famine and try to assess its financial cost. 
Now, over the period 1943-44 to 1946-47 the total cost, if I remember 
aright, under the head ‘ ‘Famine” is J3J crores. If you want to add the 
cost of Civil Defence to that as particularly due to the war we have to add 
another 24 crores. Against that we have to set off an amount of about 1] 
crores obtained under the head “Extraordinary Receipts” so that the total 
expenditure under these two beads comes to about 1 3} crores against which 
the Government of Bengal obtained a free gift of 15 crores from the Central 
Government which more than made up the expenditure under these two 
heads. 

Now, Sir, I am aware that in presenting his budget last yeai 
Mr. Goswami attached a statement to bis budget speech detailing expendi- 
ture connected with the war. Now, there are certain items in that state- 
ment which, as I have said, were common to the other provinces as well and 
were not peculiar to Bengal. But there were certain other items which are 
the manifestations of the malady itself and of the primary causes which, 1 
hold, have been responsible for the present financial plight of Bengal. Sir, 
I am firmly convinced, after a careful reading of the budget since 1937, that 
the primary causes of the present financial plight of Bengal are neithei 
inadequate revenues, comparitively speaking, nor so much the war and the 
famine as utter incompetence and sheer inefficiency as evidenced by huge 
trading losses and wasteful administrative expenditure aggravated further 
by political, sectional and communal considerations. 

To take, Sir, trading losses over the period between 1943-44 and 1946- 
47, they amount to 23 crores made up as follows: — 

Foodgrains Purchase Schemes ... 21 crores. 

Boat construction ... 2 crores 

Now, why should there have been these losses when other provinces had not 
to experience them? Who were the people to whom rice was supplied at a 
subsidised rate? What were the selling and the purchasing prices of rice 
in 1944-45 and 1945-46? Has an audit been done in the Government trading 
operations, and if so, with what result? Sir, I am sure, if a proper audit 
is done, much more serious losses will be revealed in the Budget. And 
now about administrative expenditure we have only to cite the case of the 
Civil Supplies Department. Now about the loss of 23 crores I just now 
mentioned, Hon’ble Ministers should realise that that amount is double 
the pre-war normal annual revenue of Bengal and constitutes more than 
18 per cent, of the total revenue of this province over the period between 
1943-44 and 1946-47 excluding amounts received from the Government ol 
India. Now to come back to wasteful administrative expenditure, the 
cost of establishment of the Civil Supplies Department was cited, and 
rightly so. It was five crores last year, and this year it is estimated at 6 
crores. I may mention that the cost of establishment of the United 
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n S n l’ f , t llS l , S P°* ltlo « what should ha done about, it? I think 
the st and foiemost thing that needs to he done is to stop trading losses 
or at least to bring them down within the limits permissible by business 
standards. There is no reason why there should have been this huge loss. 
Other provinces which also render the same service have not had to suffer 
this loss, and h^ now Government should also have gained sufficient 
experience not to incur such a loss. 


In tlie second place, the cost of administration must he reduced to the 
minimum. Until that is done, no fresh monies should he placed in the 
hands of this Government by way of fresh taxation, because if money is 
placed in the hands of this Government that will be wasted. 
And I do not think as I read some of the budget discussions in previous 
years that it was advisable to put arguments in the hands of Government 
to approach the Government of India for additional concessions in order 
that those moneys might be wastefully spent in various schemes to further 
essentially partisan and sectional interests. 

In the third place Government should bestow thought and attention on 
husbanding Bengal’s resources and devising ways and means for strength- 
ening the social and economic fabric of this province. 

Sir, 1 would appeal to my friends opposite who have great influence to 
bring that influence to bear upon the Government in order that they may 
mend their ways and put Bengal’s finance in a proper shape. It is a sad 
reflection, Sir, that we who realise the dangers ahead have been compelled 
to become unwilling witnesses in this Muslim Government’s mad race to- 
wards mass starvation, utter misery and financial bankruptcy — a state of 
affairs, Sir, which I believe my friends opposite would describe as 
“Pakistan”. Sir, I am not at all surprised that the people of Assam are 
mortally afraid of their fate being linked up with this province. 


Sir, I am afraid there is no time to go into an examination of the 
development programmes of this Government, and I would leave that task 
to abler hands amongst my friends. (Applause.) 


Mr. MUDASSIR HOSSAIN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 hasten to accord my 
congratulations for the very lucid and clear Budget which the Hon ble 
Finance Minister has presented before the House. Sir, I maintain and 
hold that criticism, whether it comes from the Opposition or from any 
other quarter, must be considered sympathetically provided the criticism 
is healthy, dignified aud put forth constructive suggestions: I further hold 
that even a member of the party to which the Hon ble Munster belongs is 
entitled to put forth constructive suggestions and criticise so iar as it is 
necessary to give effect to his suggestions. Sir, if the criticism is devoid of 
anv constructive suggestion and merely consists of vituperation 01 abuse ot 
all persons who are supposed to be opposed to them it is a Rross abuse of the 
privilege of the member. Criticise them by all means but this should be 
done in a dignified way which may be thought worthy of persons bolding 
the Drivile°‘ed position of a representative of the people. I foi one will not 
sav anything whether the speeches which were delivered, if measured by 
the standard 8 which I have just now formulated, are proper and digmfi ( . 

Wow Sir I must he excused for the digression hut even if it be const- 

<bi. ®j » »!■'■”> * "» — * “ 14 

relates to the criticism of the budget itself. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Please try to finish by half past five when we will 
rise for prayer. 

Ur. MUDASSIR H 088 AIN: I will finish in five minutes. 
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How long will the House sit to- 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: 

day, Sir? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Up to 6-30. 

Mr " “J! ° A 1 SS ! R ”°® 8 . A 1 N : _ Sir , 1 want the House to consider that 
it is a British budget. It is the budget of a subject people which are still 
under the shackles. It is not the budget of a free people or of a free 
Government, We are still carrying on the British administration which in 
every respect is subordinate to the Governor, Governor-General, Viceroy 
and ultimately to the Secretary of State and through him to the Kino- 
Emperor. It is not the budget of a free or independent Bengal. Here 
we must follow the principle and methods which have been prescribed for 
us by the British people in the shape of the Government of India Act 
]H35. I submit, Sir, that unless and until the Government of India Act 
1935, is scrapped and unless and until Bengal is declared independent 
there is no salvation for the people of Bengal. Our budget will continue 
to follow the footsteps of earlier budgets whether you put Mr. Syamaprasad 
Mookerjee or Mr. Kiran Sankar Roy or Mr. Fazlul TTuq or Mr. Nazim- 
uddin or Mr. Shaheed in the guddi. The guddi is the same on which Lord 
Clive put Mir Jaffur. If any of them revolt he will meet the fate of 
Mirkasem who tried for the last time for the independence of Bengal and 
free Bengal from the domination of the Europeans, but failed owing to 
the treachery of Gurgaon Khan, the Quisling. Well, Sir, the King’s 
administration must be carried on anyhow by us, the subject people, and I 
submit that this is the best Budget that can be devised under the Govern- 
ment of India Act, 1935, under present circumstances. (Loud noise from 
the Congress Benches.) 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR : Which Kin g you mean? 

Mr. MUDASSIR HOSSAIN: I mean the King of England. The 
Budget is prepared under the Government of India Act enacted by the 
British Parliament and which received the consent of the King of England. 
Therefore, I make no apology for repeating my congratulations to the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister. If you really want to see a good Budget, if 
you really want to be free and enjoy the freedom which is our birth-right, 
break off the chain and shackles of British Imperialism which are being 
thrown round our hands and necks. Let Bengal be independent in the 
truest sense of the term. After making Bengal independent we should 
see that she does not come under the supremacy of the Centre which will 
be dominated by the industrialists and the bnrria magnates the majority of 
whom are Bombay businessmen, Bhatias and Marwaris and others. (Loud 
noise.) So much for Ihe principles on which the Budget is based. As I 
said before I am entitled to criticise the Budget and I shall do so 
in my own way. Sir, I would place before the Hon‘ble Minister some cons- 
tructive suggestions, which if put into effect, will go a long way . 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR; Would your constituency 
agree with your views? 


Mr. MUDASSIR HOSSAIN; Yes, they will. Sir, in the month of 
August, 1944 (Loud noise.) 

(The House was then adjourned for 15 minutes for prayer.) 

^ ( After adjournment.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: There are quite a number of speakers. So I want to 
reduce the time limit to 10 minutes so that at least 4 members may he 
accommodated to-day. 

Mr. MUDASSIR HOSSAIN; Sir, I want to speak again. 

Mr. SPEAKER: No, you have already finished. 
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Mr. M4. ABDU8 8ALAM : TOfD ^pra Btti 

^*£1* fcMn *rf? fa§j$i RTOs 5* (?T TOf rarTO TO ?wD i Civil Supply Head^ ^ 
OTTOT TO TOF^, TO OTTO) *ltt TOW ^5 ^5 'srf^’TD ^ ft C^ — ®D! retire TOT 
retirements GO% pay Hltt>^, 'TOD re-appointed to TO! *pi ot® 7 ? csffi I 

4lc**t s^t cTO 7 <£-$tw fto^— (?T^i TOfwTO 1 ^ *D tottd i s^ ’fks cTOft'ra Rf®*^ 
discharge to^ TO ^tTHf Sub-Deputy Magistrate Deputy Magistrate toc^ wt 

ottI^ fro s* to? ^tw fito cto rar — ®tw ^totoc^ tow frDn 3tr& i ®rre to fiw fro 
OT ’TO complaint st TO? ^PfDra fww ^ ®n st w TOrHt ^r ot 4t ’TO ^rD- 
CW Ft^fD Wt*f TOl C 7 ^ I vs'Dl TOW OT 'otCW 5DDt C 7 # I TOwt OT TO? 7 ? S^TOT <OTW TO? 
?-StC\5 CF&l TOD f%| TOT1 OTtsrTO ^W fro® I TOwt DTO retired officer ^tcw extension 
Tl re-appointment OT^ TO^ Oovt. <w TOP to® ®tm discharge to D® 7 ? csfiTOOTiT 

CTOC 7 ? appointment CTOH, ^OT 7 ? FtTOD TO TOW — -TOR TOf% ®fwrra TO TO^ I TOttfra 
TO^ — OT TO? Deputy, Subdeputy Magistrate Tl Civil Supply Dept. 4 TOW DCS ®tFnr 
*n TOfTO grade \3 pay TOW, TO COT TO TOTO (D-ft TO ^1 l fTO TO ?7 fra dto TOTOTT OT*fl 
TO^^N?1 C , *fwra4C 7 ? Subdivisional Controller ?n District Controller t®Ttf? TO — 'sDl 

TOW era double sflt 7 ?! DtCFijj I Corruption, Dishonesty? to <irTO>1 TO 1 -! I tow ^f¥TO rai 
TO TOwi Subdeputy *n Deputy Magistrate to TOtm ?? TO*?i \=n fixed TO c^ TO? c? >ro 
to 7 ? cTOw appointment crom scf^ TOTOt? era ®1 ot? double c?® 7 ? ottoti i TOcwt 
TOtfcw ?i?i TOri dwi — c? cTO 7 ? TOrwDt era i 4t ’R^ to? 'to toto ^ i ?jf*r ^tstro 5n 
TO ’TTO ^I%toot^ toto ^twi i 

Public Health TOrtro TOwe^ ot^ c^t \s towH> 

to TOi ’re^'Q ^rt^tOTTO wTtr^w tow ^erar TO to «ij^i e^li vr^ i c\‘§ ra Rt ^ t ci T OT nr 

^^1 OT Lake arcacva TO ^ CTOR Temporary Medical Colh^gu *3 TO^tTO ^“TOf 
Tr<m ^e&w i <ijTO ^rmOT?r ot^i^tR vetw nr fkf%^’n ^1 

toto ? ^rtm TO 'im i ftm ot ^TO— ^new TO^t^i ^biTO to ^iott c^ott 
cram TOtosR toito to toTO TO— TO^tsi ^ra ^tsro otto ^ to 

TO < K*ft®F ^1 TOTOtOTT FTOD To TOv1"t ^tOT^ W1 CTO %, fW C^TO 

TOw i fTO w ’tto bJ580 ^twr toTOto tod, <ij^^i ^^r 7 ? fTOrc 

TOt'T, Injection^^ — w^ftc 7 ? “F5 TOi WW tocw — vsD ®rt (Jovt ifR* '®fbnn 

f % toIw ? c^ fra ot<3¥i 'TOtm raD i ^DK to to- TO to to 

high education fra w ’r j nr ^tNcd <^Ks c*r T T 7 ?\? ?<^D ?c^ ft? ^rof^e 7 ? ^rknOTf eraD 

raw to vto ra TO i TOr$ ^ craD craw %tw ^r — to -i"t![ 7 T r 3^ ^ f^i ^fro 

fro <Rl tfOTtsT 7 ! ^fwwtfTOT^ District, Head Quarteril 

^W medical school WP I 

S5tTO ^fTOD Education— Free Primary School l TOW^T ^PS 

etblwfb TOrtOTD w , ofw^ wii TO^ fro^ <rc^ nrt to cwwrrarcw f-t^t^ 
TO 'JftFF Ft^ftw, TOl *TtRF TOM — ^jfC’W ^tTO OTW, \i>t CH-sl TOD ’ s rL?C<lk^D 

TO TOnn wtf 7 ? ^°s tow frafw i Cms to® TOTO-tD w--®rm ^eftt 

OT ra 7 TT ^Dn TO?! TOra, ®n TO^ Wl '-awf®! raew election W TOJ^ TO^OTTOTOS- 
f^r?rf|— OT TO rar TOTOW WWt^Dra TOjPT fwftw W »n?jt Seiiondary Education Bill 
TO! TOS fra Fit, C^t Secondary Education Bill ’raw ^tCTOte^D f%^t ot^ ^n C^ ? 

^5DTO 3 P p lW TOTOD C 7 ! , 'tfw^ 9 f 7 n TO *n ra ^sTOr 

^^TD WTt^fD 6 ! wf5|?Dra TOTtbtW ^®TtFtf^5— TO TO ’p/ TO ®tCW #f ^fTO5 

5^r, ^ i bsw ■> T 3ii^w ^ tos ^ ra ^ 'Aw wf^rtlt tr c n tow 
to i to 4t ’fp? era vswq totow <?it wfwtft tf«n to^OT^ totow rara> cro 
too to *rft (W 7 ? ? 

11 
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Mr. MANORANJAN DHAR: I am sorry, Sir, the time given for my 
speech has Ibeen reduced by 5 minutes. So, I am afraid I shall not be able 
to do justice to all the points that 1 desire to discuss. 

Sir, the merits and demerits of the budget should depend on this — how 
far it promotes the all-embracing well-being of the people, such as raising 
his standard of living, relieving his indebtedness, mitigating his continued 
suffering due to the cruel visitation of Nature, disease, pestilence and poverty 
and increasing his social amenities. This standard should be applied in 
judging the budget, but viewed from this angle I find that this budget makes 
a dismal and a very disappointing reading and reveals certain rather 
peculiar softness for certain vested interests on the part of the Ministry. 
Sir, really speaking, this is a jobber’s budget, profiteers’ budget, contractors* 
budget, police-pampering budget, bureaucrats’ budget. There is the too 
familiar and unmistakable arid touch of the hide-bound steel frame Civil 
Service in it. 

Sir, I feel there is no provision for giving immediate relief to the people 
who are already in the grip of famine — there is no provision like that. I am 
not going to dwell on all these points just now. 

First of all I should like to point out certain serious omissions in the 
budget which have struck me and which are very significant commentaries 
upon the popular character of this budget. I have ransacked the whole 
budget and found no mention regarding salt industry. Why [this item is 
omitted I do not know. Sir, you know salt is one of the most essential 
ingredients of our daily meals. The total requirement of Bengal is 9-1 
lakhs of maunds. The production in Bengal is 9 lakhs and Bengal is deficit 
by 84 lakhs and we import all these from other places. Sir, you know for 
this salt we have to depend upon the merchants of Karachi and Aden. There 
were some dark hints thrown in the press that those Karachi merchants 
belong to certain political persuasion, I mean Muslim League, and the 
League Ministry of Bengal is politically interested in this matter and so if 
is not taking up this industry. 1 do not know if there is an\ basis for this 
apprehension but it is for the Minister to explain away this, otherwise people 
will apprehend like this. 

Then, Sir, if a sum of Rs. 20 or 25 lakhs is invested in this industry, 
Bengal may be self-sufficient in this matter. 1 know that about a year ago 
the Bengal Government formed a Salt Enquiry Committee and that Com- 
mittee submitted its report to the Government, but nothing is further 
known of that enquiry report. They made certain recommendations regard- 
ing the salt industry, ibut the Bengal Government is peculiary silent. What 
is the reason ? Is it because the apprehension that was raised in the press 
is going to be true? 

Then, Sir, another omission is the omission of the hand-loom industry 
too. There is no mention of the hand-loom industry. Bengal is passing 
through a cloth crisis and everybody knows it. Our people are commifting 
suicide for it. According to the Fact Finding Committee of the India 
Government, there are 1,42,000 hand-looms in Bengal and weavers number 
more than 2 lakhs. They cannot get their yarn and for want of yarn they 
are passing through poverty without employment and they are" suffering 
untold hardship. . If you invest only about Rs. 2 crores in starting spinning 
mills, I think millions of people would find their means of living and the 
cloth problem also would be readily solved thereby. But why is the 
Ministry silent on this point? I think here is also the question of alliance 
with certain vested interacts and they must get rid of these vested interests. 

cr ^ come ^e question of jute. It is a very significant question, 

bir. The people of Bengal are much agitated over this. In Bengal the 
question of jute is not one of production but one of price. You know, Sir, 
that Bengal produces about 4 crores maunds of jute but if we have regard 
to the price of hessian it can be easily worked out and various experts are of 
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ibis opinion that the price of jute can be easilv fivp.l ,t «. •!« 

“vtXi s i? -'4 

«>«7V h “ j '' a'.'MinStirL 

iiiif*: iriLwvi * wl, ° ,hrii " •* iw — - •>» >«»'■ «■**«. 

Then there is the question of quinine industry. I read in the Red Book 
,n the receipt side that Government expected a revenue of Its. 20 50 000 
inm the quinine industry hut for increased production ’ of 
[limine they have only invested Rs. 2,29,000. Why is it so? For 
[Uinme they will depend on other countries. You know, Sir, that thousands 
f people are Hiiftennq from malaria and Bengal is going to he depopulated 
.n account of this disease I know, Sir, that during the last famine there 
vere many villagers and there are many villagers even now who are cl vi n 
f m a la na without a single dose of quinine. We have expert opinion to 
he effect that if only lis. 20,25,000 Ihe invested in quinine industry Bengal 
nil be selt-su the lent m that regard. * n 


Sir, T am not going to discuss the other points. Another thing I shall 
'Oint out and that relates to sugar industry. You know, Sir, that Bengal is 
eficient. m that respect. Bengal requires 2 lakhs muunds of sugar 

Mr. SPEAKER: T have got to bring one point to the notice of honour- 
ble members. One member has crossed between me and the member 
(1 dressing the House twice. He is perhaps a new member; still 1 would 
in or m honourable members that it is derogatory to the Chair and to the 
louse for any member to cross between the Chair and the member addressing 
lie House. 


Mr. MANORANJAN DHAR: As regards land revenue I shall say Ibis 
aly. they have taken up the programme of revisional settlement in regard 
1 P lan of liquidating the permanent settlement. I think it is too 

sufficient. Why should not such measures be speeded up? T think such 
leasures should not Ihe taken up by driblets. 

Then, Sir, one word I would only mention and that relates to the loss of 
s 2 crores on subsidised food. I know there are many places where agents 
tid sub-agents of Government purchased rice at the rate of Its. 7 or Its 8 
T t | 1 f vilh Z es lxm] tlle y in tlieir turn brought those articles to the towns 
m sold them under Government auspices at the rate of Its. l(i or Its. 17 
till you say that there is loss. Can you account for this loss? Why should 
lore be this loss? Can the Ministry explain that? 

As regards the Civil Supplies Department, it is full of corruption and 
»p heavy. Many members have already spoken about that. In regard to 
us department T will cite a single instance on which I will concentrate the 
st of my speech. Sir, you have heard a good deal about Multi-purpose 
)(‘iety that is functioning in Ivishoreganj. You know, Sir, that at the head 
‘ that the guiding spirit of that multi-purpose society is the Subdivisional 
racer. It is the handiwork of that communal, corrupt Subdivisional 
racer 


Mr. TAFAZZAL ALI: I hope you will speak about this outside the 
number. 

Mr, MANORANJAN DHAR: I am speaking the truth, It is for the 
inistry to take him to task. As you know, Sir, there are (it) criminal cases 
gainst the Secretaries and office-bearers of the Societies and there is a case 
ending against the Subdivisional Officer even. I am speaking of the 
ubdivisional Officer about whom a question was asked in this House in 
e first part of 1945 regarding his moral character and about his misconduct 
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with certain nurses. You know, Sir, that this question was discussed m 
this House. 1 am speaking about that Subdivisional Officer about whom 
the District Judge in his judgment in tan .appeal case said 

Mr. SPEAKER: You have reached the time-limit. 

Mr. MANORANJAN DHAR: Sir, District Judge said that prosecution 
should have been launched against this Subdivisional Officer. This Nub- 
divisional Officer behaved with a public servant, a subordinate officer, iu a 
shameless way. I hope Government will take action against him. 

(The member having reached the time-limit resumed his seat.) 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, not a single member of the 
Treasury benches is here and the budget is being discussed. 

Mr. TAFAZZAL AUs Notes are being’ taken. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think it is desirable that the ITon’ble Ministers — at 
least the Hon’ble the Finance Minister — should be here -when the budget is 
being discussed. 

Mr. MAFIZUDDJN AHMED: The Jlon'ble Finance. Minister has just 
gone outside. He will come batik just now. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR : Cannot the Ministry be 
placed in the hands of the Court of Wards? 

Mr. MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: The Finance Minister has asked us to 
take notes of the speeches. 

Mr. SYED MOHAMMED SERAJUL HUQ: Mr. Speaker, Sir, at the 
outset 1 must congratulate the llon’ble Minister of Finance for the able 
manner in which he has presented the Budget. 

We realise that he has inherited the cumulative effect of the administia- 
tive Ads taken under section 93 of the Act and that in some ways his hands 
are being tied by the commitments already entered into. 

Sir, a deficit of 10 crores of rupees is a very serious thing. Under normal 
conditions such a deficit would spell disaster for the province. We realise 
however that in the present conditions this cannot be helped. We cannot 
afford to go with a beggar’s bowl to the Centre every year. We cannot, we 
must not allow the Centre every year to exercise a stranglehold over the 
economic and political developments of the province by holding this 
Damocles’ sword over us. The iniquitous Meston Award must go. We 
hope the Government will press for an equitable and just settlement as 
between the Centro and the province. This is a point which wo, on lliis 
side of the House, want to be taken up irrespective of the constitutional 
moods that are now going on. A sum of Rs. 15 lakhs has been provided 
for as Bengal’s contribution to the Central Government’s scheme for the 
construction of a fertilizer’s plant in Bihar. Government have deliberately 
agreed to provide for a scheme which cuts at the root of Bengal’s agricultural 
self-sufficiency. They have by implication been a party to economic 
Akhand Hindussthan. We want to know why it could not be arranged that 
the plant was set up in Bengal. Have we any reason to suppose that d 
Bengal were to pursue an independent agricultural and economic policy the 
Hindu dominated Bihar and other provinces running the plant will co-operate 
with us? Our experiences in the last famine are still too fresh and bitter 
to allow ns to hope that. 

A few words about the development programmes. I hope the Govern- 
ment will vigorously pursue the plans now to be taken up, so that unlike 
our past experience the major portions of the programme do not remain 
unexecuted at the end of the financial year with consequent gain to the 
closing balance but loss to the wellbeimr of the province as a whole. 
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connection I would like to point out — I hope the Hon’ble 
Minister of Imance and Development is already aware— that a great many 
water-reservmrs are existent in the hilly regions of the Chittagong Division 
which it properly dumped would be a great source of water power on the 
one hand and on the other would successfully prevent the disastrous floods 
with which we have been unfortunately familiar in recent years. The 
regulated flow of water from these natural reservoirs would be a source of 
winter irrigation for the rich rabi crop ; besides cheap hvdro-electricity 
which could give employment in cottage industries to the immensely dense 
population of Noakhali and Tippera. I am sure the Tripura State would 
co-operate with us in any reasonable proposition of this nature. 

We want vision and imagination and daring on the part of our popular 
Minister. 


Srijut ASHUTOSH MULLICK : Mr. Speaker, Sir, toTOTO 

4414? 14 TOri? tpra TOro Government of India Achro f%4troj£ 

| €t4 4fX^ SR7 

to i “itfe toi tor croft c*tx® to ctoto 

TOsfa iS'TO, TOfTx^ ’iRi ©tw^vx^ ?X4 i TOi xft 

4^ft44 4 R 1 roro® *rmtro toxn 4vra xr^froi 

^tf^R ^TTtX XX® 4X4 I 4XTO TOX44 4t^ 4441X44 4TXSFXfr3 fl 7 / ® t[TO !>0 C4tft 
fct?i 4ti?f% i wfr 4txwxfr 4ftf® <ro ©TO?4t4 44 — to f*t^X4 4^*t%4 ctpr^ TO~ 

*rf 44 ^TO fwRpr 4 tx? i <ro w?tx© TO 4 T 4 44 TO toi TO 41-— 

faxri Hw ^ 9 r^ c Thi 4® to i 4 at 4 ?m c^TOhn cdlft C 4 X 43 fctro 3 * 4 ’tx*h 

TOmx^i frohr xf4TOf *rt ?j®4 ^ r/ f4Tm 44 m ?X4X54 i wiw w\ 

4*PfX44 4tX'5/fr 4Rt4 TOFXTO XTORj 4ft I TO? 4K,X4T4 TOf 
44 ° t[TO i 4 k°*n 44TO 44 f 4 X 4 om ’rtTOtfw TO fax? c© 44 $ 

i 4 x 4 'Q *t% c<X4ft 4fa>© i TO 4 tor ^?W TOpr xx^ 'if’ti i 

faiTOxro toxto e>mx<h 4® i <?r 4ro to, ?xx 4 x 4 (/pA i ro? cto mx© xx*t 
®tx? 4 fro xrohr ro? ^1 1 fro 4 $ 4 t 4 wtor TO 4 rto !jTO xtfhr faro 4 R 4 I 4 RfaTO 
TO to ©4 TORtf%, 'g c^x® fro; ^x? i to ^rrhrc *rtCt 

TO C^TGTO ' ^rf®XW®l ^ ^5 fX^ C^ 5 t^T ^ I TOT 4 TOT ^X‘ 4 " ^ 
clx^ ’TO ^ I &©XTR ^' 4 ^ TOn f^TO TO TOX^ra 'G 4 TOf ‘ 5 tt v Q 7 H ^01 

CTO fro ^51 TOro TOfTWl Wl I CTO f%TO TO® TO 4TO ^t43 TOT *TtfH 

toi 4 f% ^Rtf^fhr f%* 4 i *©fa ^ 44 i <pji®r^x© ^41 to ©^tot ^tTO'Q fTOH- 

®Tx 4 ’to ^ 4 x© to ^txsf 4 i f%;Ri froN froN ^rtfTO to X 4 ©tc*f 

^t5TX4P rv G TOT XTOT f^X® TO ^Tt'Q s ftTOT TO I ®t4‘44 4X*5t r ^t l fH1 C^XU < 

CTO 4 XTO C^'X© RtTOl I Wt©hT TO-TOItTOt 4 TOtXTO CTO WTOt 4 t 4 X 44 ^X«JT 4443 R 44 T 5 \ 

4Tf^4© ^R©1 t[t^4 TOHtTT 3T ^XW^R TOi (3tX^4 TOI^tf^ ^'ti?l4t{^4 I ^tXW^ 

5 TOfro^3 4^4TXTO ©t® I f4X®WPT t’RR fw<R-^f4® ^4-TOttf%© 4tX^ 

SFtf^t&TOepF 4fw^441 fTOT I CT^RtX TOfcfos ^54*n^t 4t*f Wj© 4tTO 4tXWX^ 

^pRt fwfTOl TOT?t4 4^4^4XTO ^4f^S ’TfSRl X[TO CTOXW I TO TOtXTr4 t[44 
kiSTOt^T 4fr 'Q ^*a^tftXTO r^XSTTO #TT fnfti ^4© 'S 4Tf^4® ^TflJ© WXTO tf^* 

4PTXTO ^4hT ^3TO I 4f^3 tfX4tWXTO TO4t4X^ CP TtX^ ^s^T ^X4 4tX4 — TO4 (TT^l 
TOf% (7T TOT 4^X4 I ®tXf f^XV TO RTfWI I ’TtTO C®1 4PT1, 4^, 4tf?t f%“Tl ^ttXTOtXTO C4t^ 
f%*41 CTOtXTO TO» TO C4 WTOXW 47% fTOtXTO 4t57 PH TO 4X^ 4W#i^iT 4X4^ 

TO4fTO C4X4f TOT TO 4t^sn orfa CTO TOhT 4ts^1 TOtXTO XTtXo? 

JThT^ft j iTO TOf C5TtX©4 TO9> TO ^ C4XT 4tTO ?fXTOR ^14 TO, TO? TOTO TO 

411 TO nTO TO 41, TO 4tftr? 4tTO 44TO4 C^ttr TO TO4I WTO <7T 4<5 *31 TO TO 
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c? TO totot tor ^ ?*?T?f?7 ??& to? tow i ?t?R? tft^i 

'Q ?WW1 ??t? W?7 ?^5 ??? TOflC^ C?ftc? ?t , CWi?-t[C <, t?>IC l f? (.TOIj^ ??-j 

?t$ 1 c?f ?3 c?$, cro? 'q^ c?$, to?? w? to?i ?t? *fr? cro?— t?^ nf?*r faro?* 

TO ??T? TO? fftR W TOf?" K? TO I TO TO^l TOR TO^N 3PT? C?Nt$, TOtOT TOSTi!- 

fairo ?tor TO c?c?i 

TO% TO ?fi? £t? TOTO &TOTO? t[TO ?St TOTO? ?t?T?f?? TOft fro TO?! 
<R ?TOl 4\£tTO C5&1 *n^c^ I ?S?T? ?t°?l R?tR? ?f|?ffe? C^TOtf^F ft^Jtl^TO TO, CR- 
(?TTO ?Htf% TO, ??tPL ?*t < ff%>'3 TO I (71^1 3Cb^ ?C?? CTOo I W???Tt??t?t W?f5i?5*pft ?t^- 
TOm ^TOtTOCTO 4^1 ?t?f?? TO? I f?^ (TTtTR ?TW v51 TO? ?1 I ?•! 

fTO?, £?%%? I C? ??sft (TTtTO f®? TOE C?tE C? CTO? TO ?fECo CTO? El ??-- 

3?dtl?C? VS?) TOt^ TO? I tf^t^ C?tCE? ' 2 ff'QTO' ?t°?t? TO [tftCTO C?fr? ?!?t TOls> C?[r? ??i 
TOTO TOT TOtCTO 'SRTOTOR ^'J, ?3, fTOTl, ?f% ?$? CTO? ? 4 kTOlftC c t TOTOkT??? TOf- 
TOTOt? TO?1 CTOTOti? TO^tftlTO CTOft? ^fTOjjCR 4?° FtTOt^ftCTO ^ft? ?TO C?t‘4tfi?j> I (A 
Voice from the Government side : TO^3 R?t? TO^ I ) 

<?&t$ w? ?f? faTOTO ?r? totof fro^TO-t c??i ?t ?— 5 m ??t rf ^ to? 
^TOT?? TO*? C?t? C?1TO?t? ?t$ i <4TO f? TO? ?f%?t? TOfE'sQ TO3i ?t$ I ^rfTOt’l 
fct?ti?1$ ^ TO?/?? ?HC l r' ?7? TOTO^ I si]? ?TO TOT? ^IC'llTO TOf C'vilvolc? 

TO?" TOTO^ I TOf t*tf? TOft? ^ tfror TOJ R[& ?tfi> f?fe? TO^ftt I ?^TO 4$ f?5TFfa 

?T? C?lH?C^) crotch *t*ft?'TO ?Tl? C?C6 t>C=1C^ I il^otc? TO f?'o1C'4?t ??5 C?tTOl^ ?tTO 

5CTO^ I ?T? ?^C?trR f??TOr '??? C?tTO3 C??l TO ?t^ I ilt TOTOfe? ^trT^tTOT? TO? 

C?t\5 I TOR ^fC? 'Q ?C^ C?TO? ?f%5? ^STO ?1 CTOft? C^fC? ?» ?tC5 

iJvRl? 'STtTOI 5:1 ?C? ^?CTO f?C? ^Tf?C? ?1? ?l(i?C^l%- -’"iB^iC?!? C?C? ^“JtTOt^As 'SC? 'TOlf^ j 

fros i]TO TOt? (‘TOT ?tfTO?ft I f?tfTOt?> ?TO?-3T CTO? C?C$ i]? ?^?? ^tT? ; f?^ TO^l- 

m ?rf% TOf ii??'3 ?®t^cro cto crotf? i ^c? f? r? *trf%, ^tHf?? crot? mfrn ?r?i ?u?i 
?ir?l -TO? era ? 

Mr. NISHAPATI MAJHI : TO?t? "'ll?!? TO?TO, ^^8\b-8 ? TO?? ?tro ?ti75 c??i TO 

'TO 83. C?tfl? 60 ?? ^0 TTtWl? l?f?1 TOf ?T? 63. C?ti^ 3.0 ?? ; TOft? ^t?l TO t^ ?t^f% 0 C?llt 

T5T?1 I i]^ TOC?tf^ T5t?l ?tM% C?? 3C^C^, i]^ ??1 ^tW ^tTOFTl ???i? f?C*t? I ^C? TOfa 

TO? ?f? — i]? Sf?l i]?^1 f??? f??tc?rc?? ^5 ^CTO I ?t”?l C?C“t? ??t? ?f??tc? il^ ?tcsr^ 

to^i 1 'srtwc? ?f??tc? ii?c*n, f to, ?*t^TO, TOft? i]^??^tc? ?t£f%? ?c«a ?t?H%- 
??C^ I ??? CTO?^ TOIl ?r?f|?, ?tx?t? ?M*r^? f*r?i ?t?€t? ?T??1 TOtl?? ?i| TOl 

?1???? 5T?, i]?" ?t|c? TO?^? ?C? ?tTOTO ’aitf?? C? #K??t?l ?1 f?f[ TO ??t?t? ?TO5 

TO? I f?l ?5^ ? 0 9 C?? f?R ?tTO ???t? ilfro? %*t?TO? ?C?TC?N"t ?1 ^f5f%^ C?t? 

TO?^??Tc? ?tro? cro? ?tesnr tfw\5 ?i ??t?--?m ?^?t? w??tTO? sto ?t? i '?t® : ?tTO 

®R?TTO? TO3R f?^f?t TO? ^ck^ ?t’?1 TOF ?^f? TO? TOSC^, ^1 ??C? '?t??1 ?C*5 TO^ 

^tf? I 5b66 ?tC? §? 4^?TOTr? ?f%?? ^ff?"?tft ^CTOW? ^JX?tFlt? ??t?tC?T?, ?TOf? il?“ 
^f??T? TOfCR 4$ ?t?5? C8FTO «t???? i]?“ TOTt?T ^?T? (7T^ ??? TOiJtbtC? f?^ ^C?fe? I 

toi vs???t? fro? j|?t?rc?t? c?tc??— ,?N"?t?t c?tr?? f?TO ?t? ?^ i ?r?"?t^i 

c?tt?m TOir^tc? c?t??c? tf^TOt? ?i c?c? nt'sTO ??r^--^?"K \5?? ?tQTOr?i f%??c?f|?— 
TO?1 ^???Rl $ ??? ???7TO? t?</f? ??? ?1 I TO?I i]? To? I C?^W?T ?t^TO 

??tc^ il? t[W froTOTO ?f ^C?f|? 'ol ?t'>f?t TOfc Wtc? I 4$ ?^TO fTOBtCTO ^fTOCR ?«H 
?t?43 ^f?f^5 ?t$ I TOl 4$ R ??t?TO?t?, ??^f%TO?? R?tft-C????tlt ?^5tfk?? ?C? f?H 

?c? m fro? ?t1k?fti ?c? f^o 1 to ?r?i i]^r? ?tsTOrm c?N? ?ro^ TO?? 
^5 ?i c?r^ fro? ?ft? wr? ^tfro? fro? ?*re— & cTOr ?t? toi, TO ^t?i TO TO TOl ^ 
Clt? f?TO--?44l\s TOTO--^ ?C? . , , .£k?t? ?1T5 I ?t^TOT ?TO-C?'? 4$?? TO? felifipl ? 
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5 ^ ^ ** TO *TT, ** ^ 

fM^ *rer cm? itm ^mr TOtfe itpg, m gifrre wft «ma wv-^mcsim 
^ TOt? c?t? Mir *n cm- 4 * *w m to% i ^ »*g to ^ tot* ^86 ^itonr 
™ cm ^ *fti « to *? tm f*w tptr toi 4 * ****** i 

m*l OHft fTOl *!T 3 ^ sw 00 mt? TO? Anglo-Indian 'G tot ?7? TO I 

<m ^>TOT fTOT? ®R 7 ?T? ??t* TOd* * w* 00 mm TOl--( shame, shame ) | c^T 

$$ ??r 5 ?? Rfror ^tf? ^ trj 5 rmm ?m TO? ^vce to? c^r 

fH to s*8\& to? f% ?t%3r ? cm ?Tf%2R ^ ?t$ \ ?st ^ 4* 

TOn wt^i to ?rof|?t? to ?t^n cm m: ^ 

^ cm §*it? mi to 4 m \im toto t[f% mr ?fc?, *fts ?tmT??c«rr 

tot dTO to? cmt? tow i to 6 ?’* mi ?wt? ??t% tocw? ^*KWr? f-tro srt i 

t£lt ^MTO 00 ?^ mi ?TO TO? sfltFRT ?t?? ^W? 5? I fsFSsRl ?4? ltd ?ftt?? ?$$ 

m?t? f% c? 6 ^ mi fWTO?? «R7 ?mi TOCW? ? TO?? ?$1$ ?R?t? f%^ Rt I tut 
? 4 ff%? ??wsi tr^flTO?? mr ?tft? to *itosf?, TOrsr? i \srt ?t;?t? f?^? to TOI- 
m cm ^rfm i to to§? ^to— fl^c?? to wtfe? m cron i wtf% dro 
tiit sci^ toti i to tiit 6 ?^ mi ?*f%d? '^f??mft TO'?rft cm to to at 1 tto 

m ^5 ^FTO I ?t 5 ?5 t?t?€t TOf, ?5 ?\5 df??sTOl ?T?? TOTOw 'Q TO i ?£t? f«r» 

mi ^ ?f*ff^OT mt^tro w^i >rf^T^tr?? cm ?oti to m i ? m m?t? ?ft to- 

*tTOF ?=rf^ t£]?T?i ?t?o? c^ri? t?^t? ^rt m^tt imt? ?rti 

toc^ i dim tpro? cm fdm or mm t?i to^ i crdtc? fs? mrt? ^rc?? ^<nr 

f??Ttm, TO TOT TO tl^fTTO — Rt? ?r#t^fTO 5 C^ 5 ? fe TO I 

fw? ^m f™ ?t?ti ?tt i me? ormr— = ffaro 8 ?1 tot, ^to? 

dC^fT ?T5 W 7 ? f^l'^fdtCtH? ^C?td CTOrCSsj ? 'oTO? ?? CTO F fd 1 ^ 7 ! C 7 ! 7 ! ^tTO VC.?, d5tt ?? C v tC? 

Licence fee mm to, TO& ^tc?? mt? d* 5 Kd? m? ?m to i ^t Iffm ?*K^ to 
m?i ^t ?frai> 75 rfTO*r : T df?PT?tf^ m? i 

-?mt? TOR, ?:cd? f??? c?, fRo? osRi cm o^ dd 7 ? 6 t m'? #r?Ri f%^ 

o^. w mi (Trmr vflwTO? ^*ff^? ®ftt TO V? m I Shaw Walace c?TOflt C 6 f mr cm 
TO fVc? :oio mi ^c? tfj^i cro c?*ft ?t« i c?t TO tfidtr? ^5 to flm v? 1 
<mi ???tc?? cTOTO m m m ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. The Council meets tomorrow at 1-15 
p.m. and it will continue up to d -15 p.m. So if >ou insist on half an hour’s 
time the Asesmbly has to meet at d -45 p.m. and continue till 6-45 p.m.; 
but if you forego 15 minutes 1 think wo can meet at 3 -dO p.m. tomorrow. 
May I know from the Leader of the Opposition if lie lias any objection Y 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: No objection from our side. 

Mr, SPEAKER: The House stands adjourned till 4-50 p.m. tomorrow. 

Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 6-50 p.m. till 5-50 p.m. on Thursday, 
the 1 st August, 1946 , at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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[1st Aug., 


Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act f 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, the 
1st August, 1946, at 3-30 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Nurul Amin) in the Chair, 6 Hon’ble 
Ministers and 203 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 
(to which oral answers were given) 

Implementation of recommendations of Bengal Administration Enquiry 
Committee regarding local self-governing bodies. 

*6. Mir. J, A. POWELL: (a) -Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased to state whether 
Government have accepted the recommendations of the Bengal Administra- 
tion Enquiry Committee, 1944 45 (Rowlands Committee), relating to local 
self-governing bodies and in particular the recommendations relating to — 

(i) appointment of executive officers for all municipalities ; 

(ii) establishment of a small inspectorate of local bodies; 

(Hi) introduction of provincial town and country planning legislation; 

(iv) strengthening of Calcutta Improvement Trust and extension of its 

jurisdiction ; 

(v) classification and inspection of district boards, recruitment and pay- 

ment of their officers and increase in their resources; and 

(vi) recommendations with regard lo union boards? 

( b ) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the llon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons for the non-acceptance of all or any of these 
recommendations ? 

(c) If all or any of the recommendations have been accepted, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) what action has been taken to give effect to them; and 

(ii) when it is proposed to introduce a Provincial Town and Country 

Planning Bill as recommended in, paragraphs 376-78 of the Bengal 

Administration Enquiry Committee Report? 

Mr. SYED ABDUS SALIM (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Mohammed 
Ali): (*), (b) and (r) (i) A statement furnishing the required information 
in respect of the recommmidations on which decisions have been reached by 
Government is laid on the Table. The remaining recommendations of the 
Committee concerning the local self-governing bodies are under considera- 
tion. 

(ii) The whole question of Town Planning including the question of 
preparation of necessary legislation for the purpose, is under active 
consideration. 
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. QUESTIONS. 


Statement referred to in reply to clauses (a), ( b ) and (c)(t) of starred 

No. 6. 


169 

quation 


Referonc© to 

of the Report A ° tion taken or P ro PO*ed to bo taken. 
,171 372 It has been derided that it will not be 


Brief recommendation. 


1. Prevention of excessive delays in 
making nomination to local bodies. 


2. Right of local technical officers to 
attend important municipal meet- 
ings. 


3. Delegation^of Divisional Commis- 

sioners’ power of supervision over 
municipalities to District Officers. 

4. Frequent supersession of munici- 

palities in suitable cases. 

5. Encouragement of specialisation 

amongst Union Board members. 


6. One Circlo Officer per thana 


7. Alteration of unwieldy Union Board 
boundaries. 


8. Abolition of Union Board nomina- 
tion. 


9. Abolition of Union Food and Deve- 
lopment Committees. 


10. Union Boards to perform duties 
which the District Officers may 
call upon them to do. 


practicable to follow any time-limit 
in making nominations to local 
bodies. 

373 The District Officers have been m- 

quosted to bring to the notieo of all 
local technical officers the provisions 
ot section 547 of the Bengal Municipal 
Act, 1932, which empower such 
officers to attend important muni- 
cipal meetings. 

374 This question has been dropped con- 

sequent upon the decision to retain 
the posts of Divisional Commissioners. 

375 The recommendation has been noted by 

Government. 

80 A Circular has been issued to the 
District Officers asking them to intro- 
duce in one selected thana in each 
district as a definite experiment, and 
in other areas informally, the system 
regarding sharing of the different 
portfolios amongst the members of 
the Union Boards 

398 Steps are being taken in the Chief 
Minister’s (Establishment) Depart- 
ment, to recruit the necessary number 
of Officers. 

400 A Circular has been issued to local 

officers with necessary instructions in 
this regard. 

401 Union Board nominations have been, 
abolished as an experimental mea- 
sure. 

The Civil Supplies Department, have 
decided that those Committees 
should continue to remain at least 
for the purpose of Civil Supplies 
administration. 

406 It is proposed to make necessary amend- 
ment in the Bengal Village Self- 
Government Act for the purpose. 


404—405 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state why it has been derided that it will not he practicable to 
follow any time-limit in making nominations to local bodies? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Datta, to which answer you arc referring!* 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: You will find that in the recom- 
mendations that have been referred to on the other side of the page, — item 

No. 1. 

Mr. SYED ABDUS SALIM: Nomination has been abolished as an> 
experimental measure. 
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, v? r j NATH DATTA: My question is why it has been 

decided that it will not be practicable to follow any time-limit in makim* 
nominations to local bodies? * 


Mr. 8YED ABDUS SALIM: I want notice. 

Mr. MUNINDRA NATH BHATTACHARJEE: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reason for retaining the posts of Divisional 
Commissioners? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. That has been said as 
a side reference. The retention of Commissioners is not the principal or 
mam question here. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: With reference to item (1) of the 
statement will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if he is aware that 
the answer is irrelevant inasmuch as the Rowlands Committee did not 
recommend any time-limit in making nominations to local bodies but it 
recommended total abolition? 


Mr. SPEAKER: T disallow that question. Whether the answer given 
is relevant or not that is not my business to see. This is the way of answer- 
ing original questions iby a particular Minister in this House. 


Mr, BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: The Rowlands Committee has recom- 
mended its abolition. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if he 
is prepared to accept its recommendation. I refer to item No. 1 of the 
statement. 

Mr. SYED ABDUS SALIM: Necessary steps are being taken to expedite 
the matter. (Laughter.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: This is the difficulty with a lengthy question and with 
a lengthier answer. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: With reference to item (1) of the state- 
ment will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if in view of the recom- 
mendation of the Rowlands Committee to abolish nomination she is pre- 
pared to accept that recommendation? 

Mr. SYED ABDUS SALIM: The matter is under consideration of 
Government. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA BHANDARI: With reference to item No. 10 
of the statement will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what is the 
nature of duties that the Union Hoards will be called upon to perform at 
the request of the District Officers? 


Mr. SPEAKER: It is not necessary to answer, because when the amend- 
ment ol the Act governing Union Hoards will come up before the House, 
the members will have an opportunity to know that. 

Mr. SYED ABDUS SALIM: I can answer that question. A circular 
has been issued to the District Officers asking them to introduce in one select- 
ed thana in each district as a definite experiment, and in other areas infor- 
mally, the system regarding sharing of the different portfolios amongst the 
members of the union boards. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA BHANDARI: I want to know what is the 
nature of duties that the Union Boards will be called upon to perform. 

ABDUS SALIM: Sir, the point here is and the idea behind 
tne tiling is that each Union Board member may be asked to hold a 
particular portfolio. One member may hold a portfolio of water supply, 
another member may hold another portfolio — 
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Mr. SPEAKER: You cannot make a speech. 

Mr. SYED ABDUS SALIM: I am giving the idea behind. 

Mr, 8PEAKER: No; you need not. 

Mr. SYED ABDUS SALIM: I have nothing further to add to what I 
have said. 

H/VBAN ALI : We see that certain recommendations of the 
Kowiands Committee have 'been given effect, to. Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when those recommendations were given effect to — during 
the regime of Section 9d administration or during the regime of the present 
Ministry. 

Mr. SYED ABDUS SALIM: Section 93. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is the Hon'ble Minister aware that 
in many cases Government make delay in issuing the Government order 
with regard to nominations — in some cases the period exceeds two years ? 
Will he be pleased to give the reason thereof? 

Mr. SYED ABDUS SALIM: Steps have been taken to hurry up the 
nominations now. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if 
the delay in making nominations occurs at headquarters in the Secretariat 
or in the districts? 

Mr. SYED ABDUS SALIM: Some dimes reference has got to be made 
to the District Officers and Divisional Commissioners. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that this delay occurs because the tiles are sent back 
to districts for getting suitable names to be recommended In the District 
Officers ? 

Mr. SYED ABDUS SALIM: Not to my knowledge. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what is the time lag, in reference to answers (a), (h) and (c) (/) and 
(it) , indicated, if any, in arriving at a decision in regard to matters which 
are merely under consideration and which are under active consideration? 
In the first paragraph of the answer certain matters are under the considera- 
tion of Government and in the second part certain matters are under active 
consideration of Government. Now, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what is the time lag indicated, if any, on matters which are under 
mere consideration and on matteis which are under active consideration? 

Mr. SYED ABDUS SALIM: Many of the matters have already been 
decided and instructions have been issued on many other matters which are 
under the active consideration of the Government. 

Service conditions of clerks and menials of Government offices. 

*7. Mr. FAZLUL QADIR: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister m charge 
of the Thief Minister’s (Establishment) Department be pleased to 
state whether there is any difference in rules governing — 

(?’) leave salary, 

(ii) admission to Provident Fund, and 

(in) pensions 

between the clerks and menials (Establishment and Contingency) in Govern- 
ment offices under the Government of Bengal? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons thereof? > 
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Mr. 8YED ABDU8 SALIM (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 
Suhrawardy): (a) (?) No. 

(n) Yes. Inferior Government servants are not permitted to subscribe 
to the General Provident Fund. 

(iii) Yes. Contingency menials are employed on the basis of “no work, 
no pay” and are not entitled to any pension. Establishment menials are 
entitled to pension but the rules are different from those applicable to clerks. 

(6) Clerks belong to superior service while menials belong to inferior 
service. Better amenities had to be offered to recruits for superior services 
in order to attract them. 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJI: tot WRfV 

ftgrtpfa Government Servants General Provident Fund subscribe srfaffif! 
TO ? 

Mr. SYED ABDU8 SALIM: Steps have been taken allowing the menial 
Government servants to subscribe to the Provident Fund. 

Mr. SURESH CHANDRA DAS GUPTA: wn 4* 

questions i&TO cq leave salary meniaki *fi* ?n, ^ ^ ^ ? 

Mr. SYED ABDUS SALIM: They do not get it in the case of temporary 
menials. 

Mr. FAZLUL QUADIR: Sir, when a menial goes on leave he gets the 
residue of his pay after payment to his substitute — 

Mr, SPEAKER: Mr. Quadir, please put it in a question form. 

Mr. FAZLUL QUADIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether a menial gets full pay when he goes on leave? 

Mr. SYED ABDUS SALIM: No, Sir. 

Mr. ABDUS SABUR KHAN: On a point of information, Sir. From 
the reply just now given by the Hon’ble Minister that arrangements have 
been made so that inferior Government servants are permitted to subscribe 
to the Provident Fund, are we to understand — 

Mr. SPEAKER: You can put a supplementary question and not a point 
of information. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR : Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that a good number of contingency menials as termed herein have 
been in continuous service for a number of years? 

Mr. SYED ABDUS SALIM: I want notice. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 

be pleased to state what are the precise points of difference between the 
Pension Rules of the permanent inferior staff and those for superior services? 

Mr. SYED ABDUS SALIM: In the inferior staff, so far as the jamadars 
are concerned they get Rs. 10 per month and the menials get Rs. 8 per 
month. Government have passed orders that they get half of their pay as 
pension. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
we pleased’ to state whether Government will be prepared to consider imme- 
diate confirmation of contingency menials who have been in service for more 
than a year? 

Mr. 8YED ABDUS SALIM: The matter will receive due consideration 
of the Government. 
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QUESTIONS. 


i. W&waSi'i **•*' 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question has already been answered 

Mr. DEBENDRA NATH SEN: I„ answer («) (/,',) it is said 
contingency menials are employed on the basis of “no work, no pay 

IwWV t0 - •‘} n M ><!nS r, ,U - WiU ti '* Uon’ble Ministe, be plea 
state whether menials other than contingency menials are allowed to 
pension r 

Mr. SYED ABDUS SALIM: Oli, yes! 
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that 

and 
set! to 
enjoy 


Supersession of certain Union Boards in Midnapore district. 

*8. Mr. RAJANI KANTA PRAMANIK: (a) Ts (he Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Department of Decal Self-Government aware of tlie order 
No. LSG.7G4/45/1M ., dated the 5th April, 194(1, Loeal Self-Government, 
published in the Calcutta Gazette, April 11, 1940, page 044, extending the 
period of supersession of (lie twenty union hoards in the district of Midna- 
pore under clause (a) of sub-rule (3) of rule 38 of the Defence of India Kales? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of withdrawing 
that order and reinstating the old hoards without delay? 

MINISTER in charge of the LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Mohammed Ali): (u)Ycs. 

(/>) Orders for the reconstitution of the hoards under rule 88B (3) (b) of 
the Defence of India Rules with ('fleet from 1st October, 1940, is expected 
to he issued very shortly. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state whether Government have considered the desirability of 
reinstating the old hoards instead of going in for the reconstitution of new 
ones. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: The recommendation is that 
general elections would have been due if the hoards had been functioning 
normally, and therefore Government passed orders for reconstitution of the 
boards. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether Government thought it desirable not to delay 
reconstitution till October, 1940, and to have it done on a nearer date? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: It is not possible now because a 
lot of formalities have to he observed before the hoards are reconstituted and 
that will take some time. I am telling the honourable member that I have 
already passed orders for the hoards to he reconstituted as expeditiously as 
possible. 

Mr. RAJANI KANTA PRAMANIK: arft^ir fir m suporses- 

sion ^ order OTfipr ^ f% mi supersession order craft 

surfer ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, the hoards were not supersed- 
ed in April last, they were superseded long ago. It was only an extention 
so as to allow the formalities to he observed before the boards were reconsti- 
tuted. 

Mr. AMULYA CHANDRA ADHIKARY: Will the Hon’ble Ministei 
be pleased to state why 20 union boards were suppressed? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: They were not suppressed : Thej 
were superseded. 
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Mr. DHIRENORA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons for supersession P 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALU It was apprehended that the 
hoards’ local fund would he employed to permit some of its officers to act 
in furtherance of any activities prejudicial to public safety, maintenance of 
public order, efficient prosecution of the war and maintenance of services 
essential to the community. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Was it merely based on 
apprehension, as the 'Hon’ble Minister has stated, that 20 union boards 
were murdered as a preventive measure and not allowed to function during 
this period? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED AU: I am not responsible for the orders 
that were passed, so I do not know whether it was on mere apprehension or 
on more solid foundation. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: While making his answer that 
on an apprehension that the fund of these boards might have been used for 
purposes that have been enumerated, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether he made any enquiry to ascertain if those were mere 
allegations to serve as a pretext to murder 20 union boards and were based 
on very slender foundation? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI : I did not make any enquiry but 
I may say this much that the union boards were not murdered as the honour- 
able member puts it. They were simply superseded and Government must 
have had sufficient reasons to justify the action which they took at that 
time. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Does the Government' consider the 
desirability of making an enquiry into the matter? 

Th© Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir. I do not know when 
the supersession order was passed, for all that I know it might have been 
done at a time when some of the members now putting these supplementary 
questions were supporting Government. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Does the Hon’ble Minister 
justify the action of the previous Government which did supersede these 
union boards ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: The question does arise 
because the Hon’ble Minister has said that Government must have had 
sufficient reasons for their action. 1 am asking the Hon’ble Minister 
whether he is satisfied — 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is the surmise of the honourable member. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether he will be prepared to make an enquiry into 
justification or otherwise — 

Mr. SPEAKER: He has already replied to that. He has said — he is 
not prepared. * 

Th© Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: All that I know is that the action 
might have been taken by the party of Mr. Niharendu Dutt-Mazumdar 
which was in power at that time. 

^ Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: I might inform the Hon’ble 
Minister that the party which he referred to during those days were either 
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discussion of the Budget.* 8 U °^ & t * ues ** on; ^ 18 au argument. General 


Adjournment Motion. 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJI : ^ Speaker mft ^ 

trstrra CT11M fra%n, fti *raf% m =n* i <m*mr chamber-] fto ^ 

Pt budget session ^ ’•iMft 'StTO >Hlft or sift l ^5 -Itmtt PI Govei nmenU* 

*?* 4* tr^rf toe* o<n froi c* rtoihi ^t#r 

ftHMdM faETOI TTOT I Tt«H 4$ tPSt^ 0* StWft *jfwm cro? 
totoi ’rats; wfos i Rritrfa TOft ^ t*ii to tot— ^ tto$ houses 

W5 I 4$ T<tfl TO CTO TMfa 4 7p?E* TTOR—viJ^ 4$ 

move ^rc^5 toiCs Itor i 

Mr. SPEAKER: Tlie honourable member saw me in my chamber and 
I explained the reasons for which I had to refuse consent to the adjourn- 
ment motion of which notice was given by the honourable member. 
Although l am not bound to explain it here again, for the information of 
the members 1 think 1 should repeat the same reasons here again. 

Adjournment motions are tabled for two purposes: One with a view to 
censure the Ministry and secondly with a view to focus the attention of the 
House to specific events of urgent public importance. In this case 1 think I 
shall be justified to hold that the adjournment motion has been tabled for 
the second purpose, namely, drawing pointed attention of the House and 
the Government for withdrawing the order granting certain concessions to 
certain jute mill workers. The general discussion of the Budget is going 
on which will be followed by motions for demands. The purpose for which 
the notice for adjournment motion has been given may well he served by 
focussing, in course of discussion of the Budget, the attention of the House 
and of the Ministry to the particular act of the Government giving rise to 
the cause of the adjournment motion, if the Government is at all responsible 
for the situation. For, it seems to me that it is the operation of law passed 
by the Provincial Legislature which is responsible for the unfortunate 
situation. Non-acceptance of the adjournment motion by the Speaker will 
be helpful to the House in general and to the Opposition in particular in 
view of the fact that the time allowed for the general discussion will not be 
usurped by some other work. In this connection, attention of the House is 
drawn to a previous ruling of mine when T stated that during the budget 
session when members will get ample opportunities to ventilate their 
grievances through general discussion and cut motions the Chair will he 
reluctant to give consent to adjournment motions unless the Chair is satisfied 
that the situation is so grave that it cannot brook any delay. In this case 
while I have got every sympathy with the jute mill workers I have been 
constrained to refuse consent. The Government, T am told, has given 
consent to allot one day or half a day for the purpose of discussing this 
motion but it is entirely up to the Speaker to waive the urgency of the 
adjournment motion. If the urgency of the adjournment motion is once 
waived it must he assumed that it is not of such urgent importance which 
should get preference over other business of this House. 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJI: On a point of privilege, Sir. 
frofr discussions to fTOl cut motion &*fRET 

I SETS Tfft discussions TO fTOl cut 

motions to 'tot fro toti cTO to} tohj m i 
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CTO sfcstro budget discussions TO 4S* Slurs 

cstfc G TO TO fR, «rtfs 5PFT TO(f|— TOl <? & OTtfc ’tfr® TOTO* CR I 

budgets fro l ^5 ^Tt$ sfl> short notice question ferf^fts ^1 WS^ft i 

^ftfs TOTOF 81ft fR TO^t short notice question fro TO answer TO I f¥s 
^5 ©TO notice fro TOT1 TOtfc TO ’ttf^n I 4 TO3i 'sfifa 

^^ftR vjtovn TOR=t tot%K f^s to^s faro cro ’TOvsfe TOfa i 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not correct. I think I asked the honourable 
member to see me in my chamber with regard to his short-notice question. 

I perfectly remember that. 

Mr. FAZLUL QUADIR: On a point, of order, Sir. 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJI: I am on a point of privilege. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Can he continue to make a speech, 
or rather inflict a speech on the House at this stage. 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJI: One more point., Sir, and I have 
finished. TO*H Adjournment motion TCfi wi\i^ or TO urgency 

prove ^=Tct5 TOc*T cv^ri 5^5 ^r^fvT or ruling ffasR TOu Adjournment motion move 
^f<to tom TO 5 * *rt i 

Mr. SPEAKER: So far as Dri Banerji’s point of privilege is concerned 1 
think his put pose may be served by tabling a short -notice question. 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJI: On a point of privilege Sir, 
TO^TOi motion ^ttWT faTOTO ^rt’TO Tsrfo ’tit TOi csrr1i% TO political 
prisoners release Wft motion frorfe^R, 'TO1TO Tflks TOft I 'TO^i 4R 

tU^s# wwf\ f to 'Q ^PTO Tsfis 9Tt^f=r l TO<n Government 5 * ^ TOtunr 

cro Trf&tm TO i 4R '3pr?ttr speaker faro rTO *iTro TOtm 

privilege sv 'Q TO^n Governments ^ ’fit TO 5 RIR I TOfa 

.short notice questions &SR* TO 4^ adjournment motion ^TO faOH I 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is not up to me to say that, but I shall pass it on to 
the Don’hle Minister in charge. I do not see him here just now. If he 
comes to the House today and if you give notice I shall talk to him and 
I think ho will not fail to answer the question within a day or two. 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJI: Pf ^ ftTO *WJ answer *m ? 

TSfcvsQ TOft purpose served R I 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not know that. 

Dr, SURENDRA CHANDRA BANERJI: to fa Wft Rre ct TOtoni 
privilege TO TO 4^ Budget vr*0 TO grp answer TO I 

Mr, SPEAKER: 1 have said I shall help you in getting the answer 
but I cannot force the Minister to give an answer. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Sir, you are anxious to help 
the honourable members. Are the Ministers prepared to help you in giving 
an answer. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not for me to say. I cannot force the Minister. 
Yes, general discussion % of the Budget. 

Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN : ^tft Ftc$ TOU5 TO TO General Budget discussion 

TO TO Minister to order frorc CR TO ^17 00 TOTO Jute workers 
unemployed TO CTO TOHfl fafa TOR TO OR? 

Mr. Sptaker : That is a different matter. 
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Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 
?VTC?s *PT ?s?s ^rtPT, ?s?? ?f?, TOR TO, ?PTO ^f??^?? air conditioned TO?t? 

?c? ?te‘TO ?csn? f ?ret#s ^fe?? ?r?? i ^rc^r=r ?trsn?, ?pn ; c?$ ?t?r? 

t[f%3Pfaf*Ffa 3j??5tT?? fr$?t: Air conditioned Assembly HalU? ?t$T? f?TO ?t5Rl C?*t l c?TO? 
to c?ro og ?I%to??i TOcs? toi i 'TOtc*f spate? qU?a ss ?qstsi sscsr ?:? c??sts 
ssfrot s 

StRSt? Etft? ?TOSv5l TO StfTO fctSH I sft?C?? CSSt? ^GR^b ?VT? I H&T,^ *ff*?t? 

Banking Enquiry Committee? ?Ta bSOb SC? bOO C¥tf5 frfsn I vb cs# staffs ?tr?T? TOT 
btC?S HS4l? TO CStf^ ? 6 t ; ?P*TO TOT $TO*J S? ^0 CS*# S? I TOT b CSTfl? StTOftC? SS $TOt? 

ss, ?^?i c*\u$ s? tototp i stssPTOtra f%TO; *t$u5 tor ststto *tw?i bb to ctos i 

^ (RtSR’TO C?TO$ b<RC5 . — 00 ?VTC? ?T9P?t *f\5?RI \0 SR CTO^ | 4 CTO C?C*t? 6 C??fi> 

CStC?? ^ST ?tfS? G3. C4tfjj I?t?l STS-'Hlc*:? fed 3 !? fcaSt <Mf3> <3 TO?1 I <4 SRC?" f?^tf?R ' s TtC°Tl- 

sst? *t 1TO c? tocs? ?[f%f?ft sc? 4csfl^ (Trfro 4?$; s*?i TO i 

c^tt CQ'ft ?s?TO *rtTO Bpf tosses! i g w* ho sm? estess ??f% 4?tc? i f?s^c*n 
4c?? c^rP stfsro ?sr i 4c*n ?f ifpft ?</f?*p3?t ??i i ssic? 5- cs^ft? cst? - c?c?c^ scTOSl i 
c^tP ssssi ?s? TOSfst c?Prt? si c?c?c^, 4 TO? ??, ?st? ??, bb to i to ?s cro ss spjt 
stfsese^, ?»cTOs fssva sc?c$, ?s cTO to?c 5> w\5?«tc? TO'a, fssRto i stsf?^ fTOcd? ^tfro 

4CS1— (RH^CS^ TO.? Stfl> TOU5 51? I uttftCT? TO? TO C*t? TOTS TO (7P 4 A<^5 ?tf®T? I 

^sft 5^n f%? ^r?ir^t?, to to f?f%^t?t i ^?fwR, f%^ fro? c?tf^r*r ?tf% ?n 

TOfi 55^11? 5jt? i b ?n?^? to c?t^F ???t®t c^U5, TO?, *rem 5 r* ap tf% c^s, ?t??i-?iEistt ezros 
^r? ?t6tc?1 I ?cw ?r5f cfjTTeTl ???l ?tflJ (denial policy ), ?PrTP5t?, Cbt?Prt5fPT, military 
f??TO?, TO? ?tsn I C*<K*to TO-C?*Rt? TO3 TO C^\ I 

to c-'N TOn^ I f?'? (TF^t t? b sct? TO evacuee to.? TO?? ^srT® TOP 

TOf^«T, vbtr?? ^^f? ®TO? "qf%^t? 5?f? <i]?r?l I ^‘f%'??q ^^\Cj vfpj f^ | 

fro R 'TO?? ?P?f^T? I TO?? ?? ?t®t wf? f^TO ??1 5C?fe J[prfk* tf^ TOnR I (1)??^ 

Tot ‘i[frot? top ?i i TOp 'stc?? '^t^H f cto i f?^ (Trfro^ ^PfPrt? wr? c«it ^rtw ?p^? i 

TOtd CTO TO/ ?€t fe^?l TO'STH TOTOt?!^ TOTtTO?? TO ?C? ^ 0>t^ I (?F 6 l*t? 

5ITOT 5tWt? CTO?R W?t ?ITO5 '’Stfl'? f^lTOPT I WTpT ®ft?t Ur?l — 5t? ?C?? ^ItW?] ?1 fi?C? fe 9 !?! 
?lt'Sfl? wftTO ?t? *?tTO ?1 I C?F5 C^t? ^t^?t? "51?, ?pjj ^’z^] ^[f%|?^5 TOS?, — 

TO?? TO3?, ?tPT? TOs?, 9ff^ ?ttt? ?r®? I 

opctluz ^?f^ ??T, — -j^t, dfroi, f^?f??f, cstfr (PF?ti TO?? «rTO?, ?*TO?? 'srro?, ctoqc? 
?tTO?? TOr? ??to^ft? ?<r cTO sRf??tr*l? ‘t-toi i 4f?r? Li??i ?Iwj? f tott cfP? to c^d? 

C?'3?t? TOT SR ^®Pl Op^TM ^TO f^R I RR 5^f% ??T1 I b 5twr? >?T? Sff?? <ft?, 

^ ?ts?? 4?r? !5Rt? <pp i ?t^f?n^? /ir? ?^?c? ^f% pi bo 5f? itrro ^ i tffrotc?? 
V5 ^?t?3 ??n i TOeW ?t? TO?" sun^ i ^rt^r^r? ^t?i c?r^ csr? i ??> srro 

TOl \ ^?\??\? GO ?R R7T ?A \ ?\*? \ ^\? CbUTQ C?^P 

C?? — CTO1 ?M?, vTOl-cTO, ??-cTO, TO^tfr ?^^tTO?? ?? 1 

TO1 ?w^ fTO? ’TO^' '??c^ sc? ^ ^TOTO? ^TO ?sr? CTO i ?t^kt? ?</ ^f?t 

TO"?fb? ^rtsf c? ?c^ ?>c?cto, ?r? TO^n, f^f? ^? ®?*i? s’c^f's, ^? sr? 

!jO ?t?t? I (Cheers.) 'TOtC?? “cTO?” TO"?f5r?? ?T?t — ?ttsfd> f%f? TC?C^?, 

?t!TO? SRTO 6 !? TO ?tf^a f?C^, €r? TO % I 

l ‘(Tppft” ?T?^t? TO CTO ?m?t? TO^I CS^t? ??t^r C?C^ TOT $TO5» TO" ?tfl 

to tijcro i ?tro? TO"?f5? to% cron? ^pfr ^tTOt? ?rf^ 'Cpto sc? i ?t^^ 
^[TO? TOT b^ C?^ iro f%f? TOWS? C^fhT ?Wt? CTOF 1 ?TTO1 S??TO? ?<F? GvblTO 
12 



168 


GENERAL DISCUSSION OF BUDGET. [1st Aug. 


IH ' VTM ' q R *tfaRNk »pffN75 VRfo TOW €k 5Rc$£ I fiVTRTO, W^UCS, foft, *t$- 

tpr=R Nwti, Nrik fkr ^nr cnr vk$ vr <9f cNvk m Nrs cm nrOT 
qcqu ? ortus Nfa^, $fa>N:</ 'ski c?rr ton toot Rfa i fa® e*r si ^skvk stN? 
fo?ft TOt^ !&0 TORT I 4 CRT CZtCv N$ NSSfatfav VkSf3Sk #f R VtR SRC I? <R 

^3R[ VtRt VtRf T*Mfa* ^jkTSl, fa® ' 5 3J^t 4C jf% ^NstfanstR VNfas TO &>U5 NRfa | 
$ir$ tons ^rrok vkk nr cNi <m sss sc^i *n i ^^41* sfa? Rt*k NNc^s <mj#t 
C*\U5 NOT €k Sk ?[R!k ®FST I 

TOrcfrr rt snr nto5 ctot tor r 4jnot vt*n to vtr^ r$ NRfa TO r re i fa v 
SRtTO I ?1%V *ftfas KNOT'S TO VTOs TO^ Rak CNNV I staff $\5Ttfa fro 
No^OT RE 50 «TT 16 TOk, 4l$fcfa fafaSOT S$R NR5J 8G TV 18 TOk, 4R ffa-fafa&tOT 
IsNiCrN fst^ 55 tv 05 TOk i ^6 sr vfaNOT wsr 8 tv 51 TOR i 

Ne «r vfafsk fatOT a tv *6 TOR i ^Nvsrot wM Nfk srt to to o tv 3.e 
TOR I N$ftfa fafaE‘41 air condition TOk RE 3 TV I Nfafa^ cNNtfal Nl> TOOT 
TOOT R 'Q CNER TRikOT WS 7 6<S TOR ! 

r crot ^v c^tfSk vs cNv viktR 4tk, rNr tp^Ntf favvOT res stfarv ^r\ TOi, 

EkRtfavi Ns 5 <srck fckn, r (TO * ws vfask 8 tor Nvi otr rot, vfaskOT to 

*fa*S air condition TO TO, 4k CTO fa|r®l TO fa VC5 NR ? (Cheers. ) 

w'? 'S fafa faktSOT VtfcsR $*R 4OT^ TO R$, fa® faaT R ^k ^faTO faf%^T 
skft^ ^3 TORT faotr^t R'QSI TO^ TO ^NT TOtOT ^f Z% fa*F^ I TO fTOC^k C5^5 
kt | WfTO TO5 R fckn 4TO ?RTk C*f4t4 Ct?^ <R*fk TO NO^ ^faTOTR TO I TO 
I5NT Cb k k ! ^ fk\ TOTOTOOT ^«f c^51 I RtTTO tol CN^ ^5 k4H n*>fa- 

CTO Itr^ (k"tw TO «kfkfr s k OTNr to I (Cheers. ) 

rnr faf%=r 'osks Nr^ 6 Rtf!? ojj ^kf, < rf%r*k w^tt *ki totts> o Rtfi? 6c 
fafa® fafa»r RNr ^ !>o (Rif RNr^r f-kn faro^k ?Nk stir o Rtf 8H 
TV, TOfkrr } Rtf TV, vk 0 Rtf vSO TV, TOk 3.1 TV, NS-fafa<iT ^8 TV, fa^ 

15 tv,— 43 ^ fam (krv^ sn sir NsNJtfav TkTtssts ^rfas^s $ts w fas cvlf i 

TOTS TRtRS STRtfNSk ’ifaOT stfav St*ktTS, Rok STST1 ^3 St^ S®s?k TO 5 Rtf 
^tvi ^fafa55 W NRTWS TOT? I 4$ ?7tNR V^tpr ^OT^Rl skpl TOOT I TOtT TOTO 
"TTTH TOOTf ^sC^JS tfOT*k ^OTt Ctjfav WSRTOTk I 

TOTG? tp v tfa^ f*krk trf% ^NVl RNS TOT^ I TVtf^lV tU^fw faWOT TO *0 TV fckH 
S^ft ^fal NR SOT fafr TO TO TO I ^fcJOT TO S’tR ?fa^ NT?1 ^ fa I ^tROT 

N^ wtJOT Rk^OT i ^rtNsfak Nkfarv t[t*4fav fan, N^fav favk tprk, NTOi favk NTO, 
^TfaR fa^jfaSTtTOT — 43TT faSRS NtRtFn 4JNIS sk SI VkTO I NVTO VS vfas tfOTNf 

V5 TPTTk WtTO 5R» NN^sl Nkk faotC^k fo\5< faR I SStVkNfa, RkktWtft 'Q *TS ikR CTO 6 ! 
CNR bt'Tl C^R TV1 VTkk WST R faoN kT5R R*Tt Vk TVkt 5C^0 NR ^5k 'SR7 3. 1 TV fclvl Rk 
— «ij ^NNT 5t^t NW fa TO5 NR I 

TOkik TO 4Rf fro TVT TO m R J1U5 *$ TOR tffa RNS TOT^ ^V1 I TOTO 
ROT VkTl ’JV TOT^ I 4]Vk 4) faR VRtRf N®R 4} ; fa^ ?:OT faR <gf- 

•TOR SktT 4J4k'3 R fafaR R^ fafaR I faVkW*! 'VkS VRR NVtTk — VN I 3,, 3.00 Rf 
Ntv ^5 C’t^Yvfak, Rivm, Rtf faVT^V?«t TO I V*Vp TON5R, CVfaRT VOT CTO 

^ tJ«M*i Nk? R faf 3Cb^ N*M TOf I N*R TOR 3^V : 3[rR faR 1 fa^ ’Ipf" R 

CVS TO ^Nn$ ? <gf TOS faR'3 ^<RNR RR faR TO 1 

TOR fanHPt TOTTO CVQV1, WOT ^JVS, t^fav ^ RVk RVTl, W RSOT 

Tfeft 'S TO WtfkR TOT! — 4R faR TOflt ftOT 0T3T Rfa l 
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44R4R TCW$ TOF fw? 'U^ClR yl&l TO *R I ^53 fr)tc*w foR 

<r$ i ** kite ^rtv&tcm tott^ ^tRitr i/\*> Rra i ^n toth$ 4 frrte m 

4«(.'o SIR *TI ^tfHC4 I C'lcj’M frit# 4tvbCe1 RtlR vstSl 'Sfft'RR Ft'tR f^ *TI \sl '®R*tT 'ot 5 RW 

f%*re i 

m' *r f^r? <hrr— mft %tr *prpt sfftoM, tow "ttfira* $5* ^tro 

^r ^j- <x%j&{ ^rtrifr *rto, srfarRt §wr, ^RtwfR *rto, TO*n- 

^faR ftPoR wr ^i zz*\ ^r i srttfava stvs *ttrro toifr ^i wr, RffwtTO $ to 

y rtv5^*T 

******* 

Mr, SPEAKER: You must stop now; you have reached the time- 
limit. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY : M ay I have two 
minutes more, Sir? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I regret I cannot allow any more lime because 1 have 
got a host of speakers and I have got to accommodate all of them. 

Mr. BUOY KRISHNA SARKAR : Mr. Speaker, Sir, 4<iRrR RtreS «rtfcr 
£rMW*R I TOTRRrR TO'* Ctt^R 'qvm £?R tr*^ (Rft&T I 'Q Cfl-CTO* **;5l 

fcrtrs TOrl *rfV$ s* ?i i ^rrf^jrs 4* rfn <R*t tfRffcs i 

*H CR tip frtRR ^tC'S’Cl? CRtR scheme Htt *RtU5 faTO 9 ^ *1 TOTRRtR *R«f *- 
«Tto RfTOs ’tftR I TO'* ^tTOT RbFffistSFT RttattR Rf**R 4$ TOJTtR T«fai 

f**fRR I 

Procurement *fftv5 * (Rtf frtRl CTO *R I 4$ CRt* RR«t *t$ I 

CTOlR R’fFftt** TOWnSl '3 R’TfRsfc $RR spftoy; RR c t I ^RtSH chief agentcr* *R*IK 
r*r •fffs's R^cre* rr* i ^*Tr tffe W Rtfr *TOt* ^r ’ttpf 

CR*ff ^Rmr R* I 4 f*TO CRR tff^RtTR *mi RRR I 4* TOfc ^Rt«f 

procurements cRtf Rri RfeirPR i ^R=giRT *t*7 vs R^r 3R RfR^n ^ffR 

^pTT ^>Rl f%3RT R%1 v ltTR^T I 4R3R"3 r R CRtR RtV^G* RR^t ‘WfRTS ,p ttTR R| | 

Boat constructions R© CRtf ^tRl RR fc t ^RRtft R^R^ 4 t 'Q R^Jt^r^^ 

^1RU3 Rf%Rl kR RtRSTR^T I Rtfcfo R^TQ I 

r#^R Rtran^ c*lRl ^R Secretariate air conditioning^ rtrtR ^tt ^ ^Pt 5 I^tRi RR RiTRr 
RR1 5 faS I ^RRl fk^ f^T, RtPR *R ^R, ^"bit^C 9 !, R^RfU5 f^fWRI ?t^R ^R ^fR CR%n 
Rf%RT^ TOT1 ^ 9 ttW*T RfRT3r^ — ^StTtPR R*t^ flR ^RtTR FtRRTO , ^RtRR RTWI RfRrR BR7 
^ ®TR i?Rt RHT ?^iR $RR CRR 'TWWR R*tl ^R fR c ttfRT l 5 9 ttR I ilitl CRR5T Htbl ^TR RRtUTR 
W C'FRt I fR^ RR CRl’t f^R <& ^RfT FfRR ?1 — R^R-^R ^=T f^TR ftlT5 ^tRI 

^JlcciRia ^t*Ri c^"lCR ^®rtv5 RCR f?«T l R 1 ^ »PR 'Q ^^^tT 9 tfif s t^ Rt^nj> l Prof. A # 
V. Hill, Scientific Adviser to the Government of India, $$ftR public enomy 

No. l fwitivi <4^ vjn Rfwi ^Rtr^t--4r?n crr ^r^rsrt 4^5 »rjr 

®Tf®^R TO Research Laboratory 1 ^R (TT^^TtTt TTR^Iwi f%5t5C^R TO Govern- 
ment RllR Rt3T 0 ^iRI R^Rt R%R^ f 

Water supply^* to ms go *r* l?tRi ^7 1 ?tRiR 9 ttRk tor cm «rt\5R, ^Rtus 

•JT51TOR ^TOU ttRl W5TS R^ I 

General Administration <ftro m ^t 9 ! ^ ^ RTWTO 4Rt^R 

fTRTl R-fwlT^R I fTORT Government fR fR| Off^S (R, 4 ^ ^bT ^ttf^ 

^ (TRR to officials travellings ^5 TOTC^ ? ^ TOT s 4tTR ^R^TOFlfV 

vtRftonr travellings^ to <& ct^ttR fw w' wt *tRw 1 
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Education head^ mi ^tarHfpnr C4 t4 4T4TI 441 44 4t$ i wTO 4$ 

C 44 -C 4 ft&t 4 TO 41 *tfon 4 ©M 4 $ 4 i fa fan 4 ttc©tf i ©tstm ^rr C 4 t 4 trti 4i 441 
TOk<it>«ii4 <m 9 $&ik* i ©t4 mi c44 44TO 1 TOrm W4T ^4fl? 4® 441 

I Ifas ©4*ft4 \Q 4*7" fa* ^2TOT 447 C4t4 4T4Y1 4fa©m fanfl ©t4| TO 

♦fans 4tf4l© *frf4 4fa I 

Grow More Food Campaigns tf4l TOtm CTOt C4 4©T>1 fa §44t4 ©tsi s^rom 
<*>rf4S §*t4f € 4fa© *ttt4 4fa 1 4$ schemes 4©< Fit 44ili c4fa fct4i TOipr 4rfarft^ | 

fa$ mfl 4T4 4^4 4C4T R*Ik^ 4$ Grow More Food Campaigns ^[t4 <\o ^ft H 4fa 

1 f%© TOTm (yrci 4© ♦ffifat 4tf©4tr5 ©tro fari4 4© c f t4t fa© 4tfa44 fa ? 

4I4TO 4© c ft4 6 i> 4© frt41 4T4 41 4E4 irrigations <SR7 TO 4%4 5^©-- 

CTOt4 TOl-WJlS fat© I 

Development schemed C4tfl> 1441 C4#f4 4©<r4t fa© ’sThm 4famro I ©tsi fan 
4s4<54 TOl 4fa© ^a 6 ! C4 C 1> f%4 4falc^*1 I fa$ 4t”41 444ft44 fasf4 ^faf i fa© (/TO 14TO 
474m 441 44 4fa l c^zm Interim Government t[f©§© s^/4 TO ©farrc© CTO TO" m 41 tc<& 
TO 4$ scheme TO©t6$ 4& sfa4, TO fa 474TI 4t"sn ^©‘tfalt 4faHT!^T ? 

Industry 47 t© mi TO 444fa?74 fa^mm C4f4$ 474^1 441 S4 4t$ i mTO 

mi TO *175441 J50 W4 444 ^'tfTOf TOl TO44 44C4 SftTOtTOfa 4C44 | S4^ 414=51 TOtm 

C4C*r *$C«PQ 444fa:TO 4t4§ ^*j1© sTO I ©TTOl TO44 444 TO^t TO 41 4tfa41 ^r44 ^1 
TO 4fa© TOm I 4 Wt4 f444t41 434t54 TOTOtl^^t I TOtfifTO TOT'S f^' 5 tR^t4TOT4 4mi 
^S4l trmro I TOl ^mrom ^44 TO4 fat TOU3 TO I Middle elass un- 
employment sc hem O' TO^t (Ttl fro— ^^5 ^ (Government 4tfa (?ti vrfipn fa44 1 (?tl 
Sifroi f4l4 C4C*[ TOs unemployment 4tfe4i 4TO 1 

Mr. RUPNARAYAN ROY : ^ 4U44-fai 4$ ^tfajcro TO4t34i f^faj-^ s *« ^4tfa 
fl TO fa4 TO ^4 4TO S^ 44CT4 ^ftCTOl 5^5 f4 41 TO 41 I TO 4^44 f4^41 ^ 4^4 
^^4 3T4t4 441 4faU3fa 41 I TO 4fa^5fa 4tfaC4 C4 ^ 'TO, C 4 C 4 tt C 4 tft 4 t 44 ^5 
TOTO 4^C3 S$ 4faW 4^ ^54tS I fa ^4' -4gV-fa fa^4f^ t fT44 444T, S^ TO 44 tf 4 

BF4T4 fe 4 41 I 4t4 fv54 4^4C44 4l4lt 4tTO S44 4^R> 4f^"4 C44l f44 C44 ? ^f4 nfai4t4 

^4 ? 

TO f44t^j4 ^tf44tfa I fa4fW44 4t^fa S4t41 I fa^ C44tt4S C4 444 ^T4l^k4 fa4 
4lfrt4, ^f5t4 C4t4 45Ts5 4144 <TO fa ? 

4kWCI? 444 44t$4t4 44l 441 I fa^ S^ 444 444 4f3tC4t4 TO TO 44£FT4 4^ 

«R?4hl C4 ? TOt4 S 43 4© Cm©4t4 I 44^1 ^54 49 TOTO4 Of-f | TOm-C^ffN, ©TO4 
^4fa5 faf% 4C4, 4t5tC4 444 4*ft wfa^To 4T4, S44 fa 44T44 wfa 4fa© 4tr4 I ©4S ^4t4v3k4 
444 t4S f?U5 4t#t 44 41 I 44T44 TO $$(.v ©14-144144 ^^4t© 4fai:©S fa^4tS ^4 41 | S§ 

©fal© 4tfaC4 4t”4t4 C4t4fa4 444 4tfal4 fa ? 

, Government fTOS © 44 TO C4f44! 4fC^ 4t I C4T44 4f^44 0jf4 fr41 4T44^T44 4© 5t5ft^ 
5t6ft4 S44 TO ’Tfa© *tf©TO I ^t4 S4 441S ©ftT41 44T44 TO fa^ fa ? ^ 

^41 41 fafrftm 444 4t3t4 TO 41 I 3)W TO 4t4 S 44m W4T ^l41 445 441 4% 4^ 45 4^4 

4t^t4 4t4, 4t44lfa 1S[4» 4fan ^43 441^4 4^ IS 4t4fa©t4 9 ft5t5 ^©4t 4^4 4^^ fa^ 

fa^4 tf^t4 S fa^t44 I 444tfi 4W 5t4l ^4 41 , 444tft 4k4 44 4t$, TOtU44 444|4t 45rm 44l 

4t^r<ir#r I TOnmr-c^tm m 5tc© TO wr fro 444 ffa TOu© to, 

^fac© TOl 

• ‘ (Mr. Abu Taiyab Mazharul Haque was crossing- between Mr. Speaker 
and Mr. Rup Nar&yan Roy.) 1 
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Wlf. SPEAKER: Mr. M azharul Haque, yesterday 1 drew the attention 
of the Mouse tliat no member should cross between the Speaker and the 
member addressing the Speaker. But you have committed the same 
mistake now. 

Mr. ABU TAIYAB MAZHARUL HAQUE: I ;vni bo sorry. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think in future it will not be necessary to bring it 
to the notice of the members again. ^ , 

Mr. ABU TAIYAB MAZHARUL HAQUE: 1 shall not repeat itV^ 
Mr. RUPNARAYAN ROY : Mr. Speaker, Sir, TO TO <7t 

'5tTO TO¥ TOfttF I TO WT (TO$“ TOtTO ? ^TO TOT I 3TOl> 

cTOfTO TO FfteR WfR? CTm> fclTO ^TO CTOTO I ^3F ^TtTO CTOH 

ftTOTO ^cwTOi TO® to itpn sir® fcfai wt ft^ aw to i TO $ Ft$°r 

TOTOTOTO fro>i> }<s N i?Rn to ra ftamr ?ri sir i toiTO 1 * TOtffo ft\ i5Rn toRh to i ^ Pri 
TOR ^ri? to y to to trots? to TOd'crofr 06 w TO to-ft^t gr ^Fratro i ®RRi 
$ c^tf fcRn ^RR TOri? ® f%?n frotro ? ^tto ^rs ?ri roro i $»i $t®i cfRi ^tiHtfhr ror 
<43R cf$ t C\ fctTO Ft^r 001 8C\ frRR f%2rt I C3R? T TO F^T TO, *itfc <1 

’R'Q fa TO V 3FTO3 TO C3 TO H n FO^ fcRTO 3JR 3R1 TO, TOTOtTO 

TOrri sr$tr® ft? :>oo N fcR R ftid to i w, R<ww tTO ^toq 

TOfct to TOtF*j ^k \5 ^ti m tfRR tot f®to i TOm faro ^f^n c*rTOF 5 *ttfa 

cfri ^trotft torrtoto rtf w wi 3fare TOror, ^trt to «ra<iTO 

aRt-faunr ^5 '4®<TOcdR <Rtft i>tTO to stre “TO i ^tcwn? 4 
^\3 ^ i st\5<(T[ c TrF^ ^pn Ft^ i ®tR'?n ^t?r, 

wff i:us ^ ?w c^tf kt^i wPt ^tt% ^t?n i 

W FtlT ^1, (?T fFTfra twirlFf?, (7T W TO I (71^ W 

^^TOm ^75 Fm *ri i to (Tpmr-r < 5tfk — ctto t 

4I>1 CT-t oPT TO$ WtlPT I 

f^: ^tTvf to ^nrtRrro - -^t°TO \5t\5-^t^ tot oQ^itaj 

?tfifT5 1 wsi cpRunf 'dttr^r^f i TO ^>«ti #nn wen crow 

i ta *ri fro^T cTO'ti i ^p:^r.5T cpfTOi to 

5f^ ^ ^Sr $$T.w fro ^tFTO (TTll TO\5 TO TO I ^TO TO! TOfi5 ^ C 1^TO 

TO (TOt^ tTOTt^ ^TOfFF^P-1^ TO6 CT'QTn 5tTO^ I (TfTO W C^t*] ^JITO ^5^"- 

c 3 ^ 6 ^ TO«t wra *TO ^3 w t[TO ?qpTT i TOt 

a ^to>i toto ^rf^nrtR, (7T «r^t5tflm *h ^nrtR, ^ faro 

TOtOT ^ to i ^TOTO f*twm tot toi ^froi w ^Pn 

^frorc^r i ^i TO tt^H tot toi Rff t%n TOfi i wtR »n, ^ret TO^<f fjic^ 

Rto toti toto froi i ^P5 thi^f ^ c^ftiPi ^tott TOron 

^tf®TO^ i frowi ^to toto tppii-TOifto Rff Ffroi Rro^ i ^ TOd ^froi *t froc% i 

fwi TOTO^ (7Ttt^*f frotr^r i c^TO’t to i ^aRi TO ■^r^n' err f^R 

oFzrf to^TO Rto ^totpt toito TOc^, €rroi towt to i to?i tfmuw 

TOTO TOm RffR, f™ f^stFTO tot (tptto ws w f*t^ tl^tTO crofts TOto fITOf 
TOV r^r oo TOrfa cro 60 TOR Rpf fTOi TO^ro i ^ftroi ^c^TO^r torpr >^fi| ^tFt^n 
TOrIc^^, <4TO # to ’tTOcro i 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed his 
seat.) 

Mr. RAJ AN I KANTA PRAM AN IK: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I cannot 

congratulate the Hon’ble Finance Minister on his budget. I would expect 
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a different budget from a truly popular Ministry. This budget carries on 
it the old bureaucratic stamp. Sir, the budget aims at making the bureau- 
cratic frame of administration stronger than ever while the real interests of 
the toiling masses have been left neglected. The Department of Police is 
always the favourite and main support of the present type of Government 
which does not thrive on the consent and goodwill of the people. Naturally 
therefore, Sir, the budget provides for rearmament of the Bengal Police, 
expansion of the thana staff, giving them planes and wireless arrangements 
besides higher scale of pay. While I do accept the principle that low paid 
employees should everywhere be given liberal increment, T fail to approve 
of the policy which places the claim of the Police above all others. 

Sir, the Police have been guilty of gross barbarism in different parts of 
the province, and particularly in Midnapore the police forces committed the 
most heinous offences which have been proved up to the hilt by a responsible 
Con-official committee of enquiry with Sj. Satish Chandra Samanta, 
President of the Tamluk Subdivisional Congress Committee, as Chairman. 
The report of this committee was published in all newspapers and several 
periodicals and the Government dared not publish any contradiction. Sir, 
in comparison with these barbarous crimes of the police officers, the reported 
erimes of the Nazi war criminals look insignificant. Instead of punishing 
the police who were responsible for such cruel tortures and instead of 
Organising the entire police force on such lines as will serve the interests 
of the people, the Government seek to reward them by giving them addi- 
tional benefits and extra strength. This policy at once exposes the true 
nature of the Government and of its budget. 

Sir, the notorious Department of Civil Supplies has also received Ihe 
blessings of the Finance Minister and the amount of dis-scrvice it has 
rendered to the people in the course of its career is in sharp contrast to the 
measure of praise it has received. The less we speak of the Civil Supplies 
Department the better. It is conspicuous by its uncivil nature. Sir, t lie 
current year’s estimate under the head “General Administration” is higher 
by 46 lakhs. This is in keeping with the tradition of the iype of Govern- 
ment we happen to have in this province. The Police, Jails and General 
Administration arc the main prop of this Government; while the nation- 
building departments are pushed to the wall. It is true that the Govern- 
ment have provided for some improvement in the primary education matters, 
but the minimum demands of the All-Bengal Primary Teachers’ Conference 
have gone unheeded. Sir, the improvement will accrue to the benefit of 
school board areas, hut school boards have not been extended to large part 
of the province, they do not gain anything under this budget. In a non- 
school board area, the average income of a primary teacher lias been worked 
out at Rs. 4 per month. The Government should at once extend school 
board to every district in the Province and should stop the shameful state 
of primary education by accepting the legitimate demands of All-Bengal 
Primary Teachers’ Conference. Sir, the teachers of the secondary schools 
should have received sympathetic treatment. The teachers and professors 
of schools and colleges receive a paltry sum as their pay, and the Govern- 
ment have not considered it necessary to supplement their small pay by 
suitable dearness allowance. Are the teachers and professors of schools and 
colleges considered less important than orderlies and peons of offices? Why 
fcannot they be giv£n the same dearness allowance of the same scale as given 
to others? Why should not the Government take up the cause of education 
m real earnest and improve the lot of poor teachers and professors who render 
real service to the nation? 

Sir, if we look at the budget for the departments of Agriculture, Public 
Health and Industries, we find the same lack of real concern for the actual 
interests of the people. Capital is sought to be made of the plan for liquidat- 
ing the Permanent Settlement. The plan, Sir, is long overdue, and the 
proposal for Provincial settlement operations does not carry us far. Why 
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can’t the Government take bold and comprehensive steps in the matter? 
Sir, schemes do not mean anything if there is lack of will to carry them out. 
The Soadighi-Gangakhali project, for example, an important scheme for 
improvement of an existing drainage system in Midnapore, was provided 
for successively in previous budgets, but in no year could the Government 
actually take up the project, and the money provided for the project was in 
each year diverted to other purposes. Therefore, Sir, the mere provision 
for certain improvements here and there do not mean much ; and considering 
the fact that the Government retains its die-hard and reactionary character, 
I do not feel any enthusiasm for the proposed improvements. The budget 
as a whole is not what we like it to be; it miserably fails to serve the peoples’ 
interests, while it puts a premium on the corruption and dishonesty of those 
on whose misdeeds the present Government depend for its strength and 
sustenance. 

Mr. FAZLUL QADIR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to make some observa- 
tions on the budget for 1946-47, particularly on flood, famine, rehabilitation 
and irrigation, general administration, education, industry and co-operative 
— handloom weaving industry. 

First of all I like to deal with flood, famine and rehabilitation which 
are interconnected with each other. 

Since 1942 one catastrophe after another has befallen Chittagong. You 
have heard ot the recent Chittagong flood which brought under water about 
600 square miles affecting five lakhs of people. I do not like to narrate the 
sufferings of the people. The olhcial and non-official organisations are 
doing their best to render every possible help. 1 highly appreciate their work 
and express my dee]) gratitude to them on behalf of the people of Chitta- 
gong, particularly to the District Magistrate, Mr. F. A. Karim, I.C.S., 
who took immediate action to render help to the sufferers and mobilised all 
officials and non-officials, in a very methodical manner organised parties 
for different works under a responsible officer. Recently Mr. Farid Ahmad 
Clioudhury, M.L.A., went to Chittagong and visited some seriously affected 
areas and placed at the disposal of a well-organised Relief Committee a sum 
of Rs. 18,000 collected by the Chittagong Relief Committee at Calcutta. 
Mr. Clioudhury deserves our best thanks for this humanitarian work. 

Under scheme No. 100, in the Bengal Plan for Post-War Reconstruction, 
I find two schemes of flood-control for the very area which has been ravaged 
by the disastrous flood — the Karnafuli Flood Control Scheme and the ITalda 
Flood Control Scheme. As these schemes were initiated by Government at 
the instance of public agitation, I am sure the causes of the devastating 
flood were known to Government long before, but they did not take any 
measure for its prevention. This callous indifference of Government in 
failing to take preventive measures in the pasi has brought untold miseries 
on the people of Chittagong. 1 would strongly urge upon the Government 
to take a lesson from this flood and push through the Karnafuli Flood 
Control and the Ilalda Food Control Schemes before we are overtaken by 
another far more disastrous flood next time. 

The poor and the persons rendered destitute should be provided with 
food till rehabilitated but in this direction these people have been put to a 
great disadvantage. Under orders of Government all the different centres 
of the destitute homes in the district have been centralised and located ir 
the tow 7 n under one centre. As a result most of the poor people who used t( 
remain near their homes and in their native villages worked in the hom< 
and earned their livelihood could not come to the town centre. The van 
object of the new scheme to save the destitutes was thus frustrated. T would 
therefore, strongly recommend that Government do reconsider this orde 
immediately and locate the homes at the most affected areas to serve the rea 
purpose of these homes. The Government should also remain alert and b 
ready to meet the apprehended famine as a result of extensive damage t 
crops. 



174 


GENERAL DISCUSSION OE BUDGET. [1st Aug. 


Sir, we have had no opportunity to ventilate our grievances in the 
Assembly for a year or so. This is the first time since the last general 
election that we are being afforded such an opportunity. All of you have 
heard and read in newspapers what havoc was created by the Ganjam Labour 
Corps at Kanharpara, Chittagong, on the evening of January 7, last. The 
horrible atrocities perpetrated are still fresh in your memory. They burnt 
the whole village, looted it and murdered a man by pouring petrol over his 
bodv and then throwing him into the burning fire. They outraged the 
modesty of women. You must have noted from the Government report that 
300 to 400 persons took part in this horrible outrage for long 3 to 4 hours. 
When the Military Police arrived they gradually left the place. But, Sir, 
you will be astonished to learn that neither the Military Police nor our local 
police dared to arrest them or search their persons, nor did they go to the 
camp to rescue the unfortunate women who were dragged to the camp and 
ravished. Such are the people whom we pay for the protection of our 
honour, life and property. 

You have lead from the Government report that 300 to 400 people took 
part in the outrage ; you have also learnt that only 49 persons were convicted 
in court and punished lightly 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed his 
seat.) 

Mr. ABDUS SABUR KHAN: Mr Speak er, Sir, perhaps it is just a 
custom to congratulate my talented friend, the Finance Minister, who has 
presented the budget, but I hesitate io do it because it happens to be a 
Section 93 budget which has taken a weak and uncertain shelter behind a 
popular Ministry. 

It has got all the follies, abject incompetency and the most heartless 
callousness towards the public utilitarian aspects which are characteristic of 
Section 93 administration. I know that my talented friend has within the 
short space of time at his disposal done his level best to improve upon, the 
budget here and there, but nevertheless we realise his difficulties even there, 
as a Minister who is physically responsible to the popular will and support 
but morally depending on the benedictions of an alien Governor. So this 
budget presented by him cannot be a budget presented by a Ministry solely 
and exclusively responsible to the people of this province. 

Sir, today the recommendation of the Rowlands Committee is playing 
a conspicuous part in the administrative firmament of Bengal. It seems 
still to be the order of the day that whatever comes from these heaven — sen! 
angels from overseas should be taken for granted as being exceedingly good 
for the administration of this country. But now we must not accept every 
bit of their recommendations. It should be weighed properly in the lighf 
of local adaptability and operational scopes. For whatever good we have 
got from them we are grateful but whatever bad we have got w r e shall hold 
up before the public and they will judge them. 

Sir, the steel frame of the I.C.S. administration which this Committee 
for the future administrative improvement of the Province has suggested 
vitally betrays the award of the Cabinet Mission, future independence aac 
the right of self-determination which we, in the long run, want to achieve. 
Today we are confronted with a peculiar position. The entire mentality oi 
the officials of the Province has undergone a thorough deterioration. They 
think themselves more responsible to the Chief Secretary than to the people. 
Sir, this is the characteristic, of the prevailing official attitude today. Bui 
let me assure them that the, people of this Province will not forget them foi 
their attitude of callous disregard of their responsibility to the people ol 
this Province. And it will not be too late when they will have to face the 
bar of public opinion and they must remember that it will then be the people 
of Bengal and not the Chief Secretary who will be their judges. (At this 
stage the blue light was on.) I am not sorry that the green light is on 
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The S.O.S. has been issued from Bombay and in its light we want to see 
the path through which the nation will have to march on to the future for 
their attainment of their dreams. Under the shadow of this light let them, 
those hungry and nude millions, who are waiting outside the walls of this 
House, hear what we wanted to do for them, with what words of hope we 
wanted to console them. The other day my friends on the other side said 
that we will never achieve our object unless we can improve the lot of the 
teeming millions who are dying or who are living under the most abject 
condition, and without that no Pakisthan or Hindusthan can be attained; 
so let this controversial point be kept aside. Let me remind my friends 
opposite that without looking to the turrets of Ananda Bliavan they should 
look straight into the reality, and then they will realise why we stand for 
Pakisthan and why we shall, if need be, die for Pakisthan. 

Mr. MD. KHUDA BUKHSH: Mr. Sp eaker, Sir, I am a newcomer to 
this honourable House and I must therefore crave your indulgence, Sir, 
should I unwittingly exceed the bounds of debate. 

Sir, many able and gifted speakers have already dwelt on the merits as 
well as on the shortcomings of the budget and not much can be added to 
the observations already made without being guilty of repetition. 

Sir, one item that accounts for fully 15 per cent, of the deficit is the los3 
accruing from boat construction. This has very rightly come in for adverse 
criticism from all quarters of the House. 1 should like to ask the Hon’ble 
Minister if those responsible for this colossal mismanagement and possibly 
graft have been apprehended and brought to book. T ask this, Sir, because 
the Government are embarking on a very big construction programme and 
if jobbery and graft are not completely eliminated and liquidated, persons 
who gave us jerry-built boats would equally readily give us jerry-built 
houses and the proposed medical colleges and tuberculosis sanatorium and 
hospitals might come crushing down on the patients and the proposed dams 
and reservoirs collapse and everything in the end may again have to be 
written off as irrecoverable loss. 

Tn my opinion, Sir, tbe decision to provide jeep cars and light planes 
for use of touring officers is a happy one. Let us hope that the fortunate 
officers will make proper use of them to establish contact with the masses 
and study their problems at first hand in ail eflurt to relieve their distress 
and not. Sir, for creating an excuse for putting in travelling and daily 
allowance bills. 

The Government, Sir, must be congratulated also on liberalising tbe pay 
of the lower paid Police staff. We might now reasonably expect some 
relaxation of tin* perpetual frowns we are so accustomed to sec in the faces 
of our guardians of the Law. 

Sir, two lakhs set apart for air-conditioning the Writers’ Buildings may 
not appear to be a big sum, but, Sir, with a deficit budget it is an unpardon- 
able luxury. When the country has not the barest necessaries of life and 
the starving, malaria-ridden, half-naked peasant has to toil in the sun, rain 
and hail and storm it clearly appears incongruous, Sir, that the Itinra 
Sahibs of Writers’ Buildings should he pampered with air-conditioning. 

Reference lias been made in the budget, Sir, of the quasi-permanent 
auxiliary hospitals in rural areas. We have one such, Sir, in our village 
and if the conditions obtaining in it are such as the funds provided for it 
warrant, I would humbly suggest that more money he provided for and 
proper supervision exercised over these hospitals that are doing incalculable 
good to the indigent population of rural areas. 

Sir, under Procurement Finance a loss of two crores has been shewn — 
a loss constituting fully 20 per cent, of the deficit. The Government have 
assiduously sought to create an impression in the public mind that the 
Procurement Department was being run on business lines with a strict eye 
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on profits and losses. And this has been advanced as one of the reasons foi 
the difference existing between procurement and Belling prices of foodgrains, 
There is something very rotten in the state of Denmark, Sir, except tin 
rotten foodgrains that were arbitarily consigned to the rivers presumably 
to cover up traces of incriminating evidence. The only thing that suggests 
to explain away these two crores, Sir, is graft with a capital “G”. 

Glaring omissions in the budget, Sir, are the absence of provision of 
funds for the working of the Secondary Education Scheme, funds for the 
abolition of the zamindari system and funds for the nationalisation of coal 
and other basic industries. Here I would like to ask the Government if they 
are aware that British interests in Bengal are being transferred to the Mar- 
waris who are investing more and more of their wealth in this Province. 
What scheme, if any, has been drawn up by our Government to prevent the 
Marwaris from acquiring British interests wholesale in tin’s Province ? 1 

suggest. Sir, that Government buy up these concerns and the Marwaris by 
legislation be forced to disgorge these interests. 

Sir, this Ministry stands committed to the Muslim nation to implement 
these schemes. Sir, we have a right to ask if these matters are exercising 
the minds of the Government, as when we go back to our own constituencies 
we shall have to face these very questions. 

Sir, the Government have provided for the supply of improved jute seeds 
to the cultivators. 

(The member having reached the time-limit resumed his seat.) 

Mr. D. COMES. Mr. Speaker, Sir, in fairness to Government severity 
of any criticism of Governmental policy or absence of policy as revealed in 
the budget should be subdued by a sense of the realisation of the fact that 
Government have been in office for barely four months and four months is 
inadequate to formulate a long-term policy with a reasonable degree of com- 
pleteness and precision. Subject to this preliminary remark 1 propose to 
level my criticism on the budget from an objective point of view. 

Sir, of all the problems facing the province in this period of transition 
from war to peace, poverty of the masses should be the first concern of 
Government. Let the peasant get the money he needs and he will find out 
where to obtain his education, how to look after his health or improve his 
housing condition. Poverty, Sir, that is the hardest knot, solve that knot 
and the minor knots of education, public health and others will be solved 
automatically. The remedy is to launch out a carefully planned system of 
public expenditure, supported by a wisely selected banking and taxation 
policy so as to fill the pockets of the working classes with plenty of purchas- 
ing power thereby reaping the benefits of an inflationary finance and scrupu- 
lously avoiding the usual concomitant defects by regulation of the capital 
market, by perfecting the system of rationing and price control and 
canalising the savings into productive works. There lies the art of public 
finance — an art which had been practised with such consummate skill in 
Germany between 19dd-d8, which helped them to build thousands of roads 
and buildings and wipe out six million unemployed, an art which the British 
economists have urged upon their Government to apply with equal skill 
against the onslaughts of future depression, an art which they have already 
put into partial operation to offset the disequilibrating tendencies of demobili- 
sation. That is an art which the Government will find it worthwhile to 
study. Indeed they should have mastered it already before rushing 
to seize the reins of' office single-handed on the strength of sheer “brute 
majority”, if 1 may say so without infringing Mr. JinnalTs patent 

Irom this objective and comparative point of view I consider the budget 
and the statement sadly disappointing. Much as I may search for it the 
budget fails to reveal that touch of creative genius to be expected from an 
imaginative and responsible Government. It is the same old story of taxa- 
tion. on sterentvnpd li noo 1 art T>uaia4nr\nn -- ~ ^ 1,-. 
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when the whole civilised world is crying for taxation for equalising the dis- 
tribution of wealth, it is the same old story of attempting to keep the 
expenditure as near to the limit of revenue as possible for fear of a big 
deficit budget, when the whole world of Pundits have declared the dangei 
of a deficit budget as an exploded theory, it is the same old story of mechani- 
cal accounting and rough and ready estimation prepared under a confusec 
and wavering direction, it is the same old story built on same old theme witl 
a colouring here and there that make the budget no bettei nor worse thai 
one fit to be described as faultily faultless, icily regular and so splendidly 
null. It is time that Government should realise that if we are to overtake 
the progress of other nations who are hundred years ahead of us, we have tc 
give up the orthodox standard fashion of budgeting and firmly resolve upoi 
a new and revolutionary fiscal policy. 

The unemployment problem is becoming more and more acute becaus< 
of demobilisation and the appearance of the cycle of depression. Soon tin 
unemployed will be coming to besiege these sacred precincts and violate tin 
dignity of this House. Soon they will be swelling the number of thieves 
robbers and other criminals. What policy does the Government intend t< 
pursue? The only reply we find from the budget is that they are making 
provision for increasing the police force and arming them to the teeth as 1 
the remedy lies that way. 

In the development programme, there are certainly some eye-arrestiiq 
expenditure. Some of these expenditure will have real, beneficial ani 
lasting effect on the economy of the province, others are hopelessly under 
doses — 

(At this stage Mr. I. F. Morriss was crossing between Mr. Speaker an< 
Mr. D. Gomes.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Morriss, you have crossed between the Speake 
and the honourable member addressing the Chair. This is derogatory t 
the Chair as well as to the House. 


Mr. I. F. MORRIS: I am sorry Sir. 

Mr. D. COMES: possibly designed to have a more propagund 

value for the party in power than render any lasting service to the publi 
of Bengal. It would have been wiser for Government to withhold the alloca 
tioii of resources from some of the heads and concentrate on fewer heads s 
as to obtain cumulative result, Referring to the programme of building to 
the citizens of Calcutta, may I draw the attention of the Government to 
pamphlet called “Eco” published from 92, Lower Circular Road, by th 
Rev J llenry, a continental economist of international tame wherein 
contained an ambitious scheme for the building of healthy, modern, labou 
quarter in Moti Jheel village, a big vegetable garden within easy reach < 
Calcutta and the building of an inland harbour in the Salt Lake Estate o 
the models of Antwerp and Duisburg. 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed li 
seat.) 

Mr. dOCENDRA CHANDRA DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am a lie 

member in the House and this is the first time I am delivering a speech m 
I hope my friends will encourage me and show me sympathy so that i <*- 
discharge my functions and duties satisfactorily. 


I have gone through the budget and the statement made by the Hou’b 
Mr. Mohammed Ali, Minister-in-charge of Finance Department. 1 ir, t 
all I would like to discuss about the Relief and Rehabilitation Scheme ^ 
the Government. It is seen in the budget that a large amount was spe 
for relief and rehabilitation to the distressed people of Bengal due to faun, 
ast year We were not given to understand as to how and where this mon 
wasTpent. We know arrangement was made for some relief hospiti 
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without any medicine and without any efficient doctors. The arrangemenl 
that was made by Government was made carelessly. This year also a verj 
big amount has been allotted in the budget to be spent for relief and rehabi- 
litation under different heads of the budget and some portion of the monej 
has already been spent before it has been passed in the Assembly. However 
we are to deal with the present budget placed before us. 

In discussing the budget first of all I would like to mention that tin 
budget introduced before us by the Hon’ble Finance Minister with regari: 
to relief and rehabilitation is without any scheme and without any plan, 
His vague statement does not give us to understand as to how and why auc 
where he wants to spend this huge amount of public money. Sir, you know 
that during the last famine the helpless poor people of Bengal, both Hindu* 
and Muslims, sold their huts, lands, cattle and all that they had, and after- 
wards finding no other alternative they had to embrace starvation and death 

In this connection I would like to enlighten you about the irresponsibi- 
lity of the League Ministry towards the distressed people of my district— 
Tippera. Here, Sir, I shall specially give you a picture of the pool 
fishermen of my district. Probably you know they have no landed properties 
and they have to depend upon fishing business. They have no educatior 
so that they cannot go on with other business. I am sorry to say that tliej 
are being neglected and abandoned for ever. 

Sir, just immediately before the last famine in 1944 the big boats belong 
ing to the fishermen were snatched away Iby the Government due to tin 
denial policy. 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed hi* 
seat.) 

Maulana Md. ABDULLAEL BAQUI : Mr. Speaker, Sir, TOruR *[1^1 41 
totTO cici ^R<n tor 'stot i tor Rto msRj— 4 % cro TO? hrR 
TOSH Ml (TTCifa f^f% iTftre TOR TO’CR ?ft^R (Rl^tT 

41* mH «RT HTO «TC7TOR TO TOR I TO Hf*f TOttHR CTO Ml ^ TO 

\5i hri m to m tot, to Hftwi? tfTOfCHfstT to m i tor to 

4 $ tot tor tot ^rr m mm to, f hcto Rmra cs£i to i 

Procurement iwn SR 4% Cl, Government H^cTOfro? ^ 

^ hi ; ^ frRi oj 4us tr to$, to tor mm i to 4^ cm ms spr i>tm 

4i wi j to ^5^ i 4iz ©fo#* cHcr Rmrs 4$ mtrai 

I 51 TO3 agent mRR W'TOI fm ? RCHR f^ST TO'G ^1 TOTO D 
rm a Rmi to ^i faro hr to i 4$ fcfatfti mtfkm TOmtcm tot TO7R*trmh 

mrw HR HR1 CTO TO ! TO 41%) Ml 4$ — fmTOTO tftt R &FF1 TO TOR HI I lilt 

TOT TO f^from TO TORS CHT5 CTO> I TOR TO CTO TO$ TO TO 'Q TOH WWl# 
wtfer \ri m ml otc** i 4i hr hr §sTOm mro cm im sr—to tor tos 
*t*R frRn 11 $ HR I mRl fHTSR TORR TO TOH tfRTR ^ ^1 f%^ ^TfamROT W 

rr^q cir% i to® <R nrf^n:^ cmsnR ^R RtfmrTHOT m ivos tsi f?r 

CTORl cTOt TO’R TO I *51 tfh mm < R5 c t"TRC c ^T HtHT ftSRT 

HR7 ^CR^I ‘tittl ^HTOH TOR HTiHT tjUfr Hf^^sTO 'Q 4CsH?*R ^1? 

’tfTOH ms TO5 frortR 'Q wwi cHR m i : rRR Cl 1 

5HT I ^Rm HRCR ^t\5 electiDn^H t[T>R TOf^ I TOH 1 0 

^1 JHTOTR W, HFf, I 1 *?] MITO^RTOI Cl 4* 

HHHT'sR CTOC^H ^RtS 4% tfR? TO 4TO I TOhRI HTOT TOf 

Cl, tfHRT ¥T ^3 (RRK-Htro “mRR” ^ 5RR HR1 I ^ ^RR 'Q ‘RMR 5 ’ 

tJTOR 'srpif^ RTf%TOH tfERM 6 ! f%TO TO$ 'ItCHH SI «rrfa HRT ^ 

^tRfl m I 
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Mr. CHARU CHANDRA BHANDARI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the budget 
has been presented by a Ministry which claims to be a popular one. It was 
therefore, expected that there would be much revolutionary urge to resurrect 
and revive the dying Bengal which is suffering so much from the after- 
effects, aftermath of a devastating famine and a global war. But if we look 
at the budget, we will be disappointed. It was expected that it would be 
a people's budget, it was expected that it would be a poor man’s budget, 
because the Ministry claims to represent the poorest people of the world. 
But what do we see in the budget? As we look into the budget, we see that 
the pay bill as provided in the budget amounts to more than 18 crores 60 
lakhs. The revenue of the Province is UP crores of which 10 J crores has 
been allotted for development purposes which is being granted by the Central 
Government. We get only 82 crores which is the resources oi the Province. 
Out of these resources we are spending Its. 18 (Tores for the pay bill of the 
Government organisation of a people which is the poorest in the world and 
where people die by lakhs and millions at a slightest cause due to failure 
of a single crop in the year. With this budget in hand can we claim to be 
servants of the poorest people in the world? I am not criticising this budget 
in a spirit of sheer antagonism. It is a matter for introspection. Just look 
at the budget. I know the difficulties under the present Constitution Act, 
but much could be done if there was will to do good. Much could be done 
if there was real determination. If there was real determination, much 
could be done in the ministerial field. Even in the field of special responsi- 
bilities of the Governor deadlock can be created if the Ministry — a popular 
Ministry — wants to do that. In the present circumstances, the Governor 
cannot stand m the way if the Ministry has a will to do good to the people. 
Sir, it is a country where unequal distribution of wealth is the greatest in 
the world. It is a country where cottages of the poor people are situated 
side by side with the palaces of millionaires and multi-millionaires It is 
a country where this vast difference exists between the lowest paid and the 
highest paid officers, the pay for the process-servers and lowest grade officer* 
being Its. 13 and pay at the top being Its. 10,000. This difference must be 
narrowed; this difference must be removed, but there is no such thing pro- 
vided in the budget. Sir, in the development field we see the same lack 
of foresight, same ignorance about the real want of the people. The princi- 
ple of development in a province like Bengal must be to make it self- 
sufficient. so far as the necessaries of a poor man’s life are concerned, i.e. 
in food and in clothing. There is no such plan in the budget. 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed hi* 
seat.) 

Mr. MUHAMMAD RUKNUDDIN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, Wm Rrofor Finance 
Minister RotC? ?ttw£ fctft TOC 5ft TO WGFf ???T TOt? C1>&1 CTO ?tefw TOT?tTO 
fro ^f|f% R | ?TCsn^ deficit ^!c'«?ch ’tf? c t'5 ^TtCvS ?*t (7F# iffTO I 

IgjnpfT, f%fh ^ EFT CTOt I TO® Tt C?# frftn I €f? 4 

sr 7 *rt?T? c'f'sR? tof w to sto g r, f%f? 4?f? to TOt? to 

§*rc? ?to wem ^ff? w ittros ?tc?R to’c^t to TOtc? 4$ 
sto i cw*iT «rrft to to ? 1 ?d?r? c?, deficit to? *nc 

^ ^ wffprtft t[R ?t\TO to sre iSfct fro ’ttc?? 1 TO’r soisg ctffe fa 

\agfror Rtro> 1 4?“ to TOn? to r 1 to to ^ 

TO^Q W1 C? TOt? ?€t TO (RlTOl TOft ?TC3? — TO tftTO TO R C?$ TO 

to *jf?ft? tfW ?? tot crot to? to? t? cm — toto? c?c*ft ' 

TOTO CTO ? 'Rf? ?4fTO ’ftf? R <4C t F*l' fV TOTol CTO 5- 'TOR 5 ' TO ?C? C$fCI> ? ? 

TO l HTO TOC?t? C? ?t“R C-FCt? TO^ CTO TO R t TO' I 

TOff? TO f*m fTOtC^ c? fcttn ??T?r TOl TOC^ TO TO* I c^cror? Scholarships 
C^9f TO RWt? 8*tvb\ feUFl, 4?t? Scholarships? ??tw TOTO R 
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c spup 8^5 stetfa fctei i TO© go start* fctei fate i f%fa fa tffa fat*°Ttfa towi tow 

fa$ TO ft 5 ? ? fatffa TO fatfaffaT TOflfatfal fafa dearness allowance cWS TOfa — TO'Cfa 
studentscw Scholarships ' 5 tf%3Tt c t (fate faft£Cfa fal «$fa* TOl Cfa$ ’TCSf dearness allowance 
(fate TOfa fal ? fa§Tfa WTiTOr TO 5, faTOiCW fa Wfa fafafCfa CSjCfafal 9 fi£tefal 

^TO? TO TOTfal Educations fro TOfal CfaTO *ft$ (fa, fatetfal ftelfa WfaT TOl 

TO(r W1 faCTO 4$ fa<tefa fafas 00,G*8\ iTOl (fafa'd faTO TOC^ fa$ 4$ TOfal CTO fatTOrffa 
ytfj] 5^00^3 $Wl tff® TOtfaTfa (fa TOffaT CfaSfal TO, $1 far® 0^110 fctfaW (fa*fl TOCfa fal I 
faffa <3ffafaTC fatTOfl fafatfa faTWl SIT, TO’Cfa 5W fat®tTOif% fTO TO, faWl TO faTO 

(5te faprei to to® faster m to i 

^fsfal General Educations B.A., M.A., TOf faWfa €tCfafa Training's falfaTl WTO 
f%ft faCfa$ Sfal W"E> WTO fatfa TO^fa I fal fatTOtfa (faltetetOT cjfas<4fa Cfafafa faTWI fafa fafafa^ 
I x&vfa 3ft®tfal TOt CfalfatfatCfafa Etfafafafi CTO faTWI fat$ I 4fafa fa fatfalt fTO CTOfa §TOtfa 
WTfafa, CSfW TO CfaCfafa Cfate fafa WTO C5&1 faffaCfafa TO (fa'tfat faTfafaH faftteCT? fat$ I 

TOW TO 4fafa?l TO fafaCfal — Canal TO irrigation^ fa WfaT STO Cfal fctetfa faTWI 
— Agricultures STO <faCfafaf ifafafa fafate W1 5CfaC!£ I fa® sTO faflfa ©Cfa CTOteT MCfa 
fai <fa, (fa :>g frw fro sntffasi fatero^ fatw TO cw?ts wfa sro TOTO TOfatfatfa smi 

SZfa^, ©1 fal faW fa? Wit® fateffaTOn SfSlTO ?[f® faSfafa (fatefa TO (fatel *jTO fa^faCS cTO fabfsTOl 
eradicate TO Sfa< TOte compost TO ®1 fro manure £®ft faffafatfa faTWI Wl $fb®— TO’cfa 
(faTW SS TOfaS fat^ OT CfaTO S5 ^Wfa fatfrs TO Sfa° CTOt TO TOW ^T®fa TOCS fal 1 
sfTOF fait faCStTOS TO ¥i tetWfa ^fs I 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, I rise on a point of privilege. 
The discussion on the budget is a privilege of the Opposition. 1 am afraid 
many members on the Government side have been allowed to speak who are 
supporting* the Government. 

Mr. SPEAKERS I have allowed 19 members from the Opposition and 
have now called the 20th member to speak. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: How many members from the 
opposition and how many members from the Government side have spoken, 
Sir? 

Mr, 8PEAKER: Twelve members from the Government side have 
spoken. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, it is the privilege of the Oppo- 
sition to speak but this privilege has been curtailed. 

Mr, 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED KHONDKAR: Sir, I do not agree with 
the Deputy Leader of the Congress Tarty. In the general discussion of the 
budget every member in this House should take part. The Opposition will 
have special right to move cut motions on demands. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I see no difference between members of the Opposition 
and those supporting the Government when they criticise the budget. So 
it cannot be curtailing the rights of the Opposition. 

Mr. BENODE CHANDRA CHAKRABORTY : Mr. Speaker, Sir, 4TOfa 4* ffa'f’WT 
WTO <fa*f faro *fffaTO to faro TOfe w TOtffa fafat fafa, tot farw rotfat ^ fatrwclte 
faro fa? TOTOfai TOtffa i TOfafcw faro, ^'fafrofa faro 4 $ rofa fafam froi? *rTO 
ffaTWfa, TOfaTfa! faTOT fafaifaffaW TO 4$ fafttelrC'fa TOfa ^ffafa^fa TO" CTOtfa ffal'fa fatefaffatfaCW fateTTCW 
®tei TOifaffl 4 $ tffaTOfa cfaW falrsr^ trro wr i TOd TOtcw ?fa? ^RfatTOfa 'fatfatfa faTO 
TOfafa «lfafa?TOfafa fate! TOtTfafa faTOfa fro ^tfro faCTO I TOfatfal election^ fa TOfafa 

(fa TO « Wfal fro -4TO fatrofa— Cfafafal fa^faTOi ffa*ys TOfa fal l (Hear, Hear. ) sons 
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fkl4tH5 5343 3t74 5 351 414 ■‘1785 4(,*i*p f41jj 53 *( 1 3 8 45515 4k<p I f43 7574701 4ft551 5*H3 
tfrinns 375 <44T75 375ft 3531415745 5*3714 ?f788ft, <?ft 537t4 y768i74 5ft 5t4'4 4573 55- 

3 I 373 ftMkrrc 345lai 4347 i<ft 4173874 3153 4ft535 473 3531513743 4371443 44441(3 y? 

▼ai i 45: 4tft 4Hi 5*ft 4ftl3t3t8 <?ft few 4ftt753 4i7y353ft C53i >337 ft44,4’tft 755 
34731 44fti3 573 45i4 43)H«H4 C4t5 454ml y?4 4*44 i 4ift «5ft 

Mr. MARTUZA REZA CHOWDHURY: Sir, the honourable membe 
is addressing the members on this side. 1 think he should address t.h 
Speaker. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, Mr. Chakravorty: Please address the Speaker 

Mr. BENODE CHANDRA CHAKRABORTY: I am addressing th 
Speaker as well as the whole House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You must address the Speaker and speak to the Hous 
througli the Speaker. 

Mr. BENODE CHANDRA CHAKRABORTY : Sir, I am appealing to th 
House through you. <344 fttfft 433 fttfttm '’k'si.S <n 4J34t537 7541 <iki>?, <? 

jp=i| 4 ' f4ok5 Government ftfttlPli 3’73 4t73 (Tit 474T1 451 1 ^prai 7574ft Civ 

Supply Department (3mm fro* i 745 fm ft76* ? <ft TO 34f3® ''Pit* 4T5tft w 
($tOT yy3 ftin 31331 7314314 5575 354 43ft I ftt44t31 4t753 Lawyer-Magistrate f44 

TOH ft6t3 417575 47431 434t3 35T, f%3 7314 f573 5t73 <ift 57451 4157 4l«fc>lM 4f 

5tf5Ts 53 3t3 7414 OTI 4555 4tt I 3l7*t3l3t 8 457147 3743131744 ft474i 4744 f4f 53514 5141 
»tlt5 f%4 uqt45l 33744 51, C5 443 433 534 3t74'3 C531 4? 5fe55 *7313 1573 W<lH 317 1 
f4473i8 4l »ll (. 5 5 51*173 574 I 41551 7574ft S*5l5tfl C4W151 >8 457157 4l8t4 7315 41374 C5t®ft 
4145 1 5151 C4l5f55 5*p3t 573 5ft 3131 4t3 5‘$ftH 414 3133(4 *76* I 4tW 4t 45 

tf*J 5ftC4 4N5t51 fsreUftl 5373 4k35 451 443 417573 5t51 4131753 7574 C5 41451831 4 

4t54t351 7475 5ft 75475 4® 5473 6t4, 5ft 3t 76t41 4t55l5 8 55'tf^ 7475 7541 
541 5373 615, 3ft ’53 4 ftl 4 l 753 4f4373 Sf63 (fit Civil Supply Departments 443 4^6lftl 
4f7ft5 S’PJ'S 3t3 C314 54t5 I 4ft administrations 73 57531 5747*4, 4tf5 457 44 7474 5 
y«R4l 475ft I f45 4tft f%®141 4ft 4t541 C5 4fttt (Ttl tffoftft 555ft— 3151 {% C5135 
4«tl 4fk43 C3ft5t33 451T3 4ft5 51 ? (51 5ft 41T5, 3t5 14 3(51 444lft 4i5'El5llTf5 ftfg 451 

41555 51? 4(3134 4T544tCT4 C5 5S^5t ftft^. ^ ^ ? ^ ^ 

5tft 45W ftftjlTf ftM4 45T5 41C5 51, '881 C31545 5t51 3tf*3 4f34 3fttft3t4 541 45 

»tfr5 51 I <akl Government5|4 4T4 4373 3®3l5 ft43 1 4tw 5g 31 C5545 5tfft55^ S‘ 
C5 437tEt5, C5 5l?ft54 535155 637^—31 Oft4 31555 541 451 C5 C415 437 «l3<!4t45 4357 
Mr. 8URESH CHANDRA DA8GUPTA : 41515 5347 53515 *pf 4t5tm 344 44'4ft5 
4^545 455—315 $4tft 4ft37l4 45515 457 I <St 344 5514 3t5 $4tft(3 C4~t55 C3t4 51 4l5t foft 
ISTftlft 4U4 4y45 5TO C4t51^5, 315 457 4f%545 415lftf I 4t4lff Jit 4!4l 3151 5t3m tf3 
4« s 5ft 51ft 4t C554T3 I ^374 415CT5 43 4155 4tf5 I <Tlt457t C5f5 55 44'4fW 555155 4f3t 
JR4T1 5548 5t%5 ftm^5 I 41555 457 4,13545 41471 5tfEt51^5 (ftt 441 ftf®t41 4513 4lft P 
, afsnrft 457 0 C4lffi 80 34 Vi 51415 %141 55(4 4t5!ft5 ; 415 14415 457 55t4 4757^5 O (ft 
65 34 I 45 S45 415(5 4t®ft 34 8141 building 456 I 44'4f6574 575 4p75 ftft?— H741 
731745 f44l5 357 f3f5 51 57531 4757^5-315 357 3174 4575ft f473 t651 475 5* fft4 ftftlft 74 
4fl5 C4 ?641 475 51 I f3f4 5737*5 50 34 8141 tfltftlfl f4W55 W5T 575 45755 | fft* 
34 4f| ?W15 yttftllt f444 417* 51131 7574 I 3t3 475 7574ft 4(75 3t744 5IV0 475 41 
473 3t*TttT45 7475 4154 5ft I yftftftl ^735 357—06,880® t[ft5t5t 4735 357-575 5 
407*5 « 34 81411 ft3l5 4573 7541 515 3173 47* 5W1 8 S 8141 5175 1 second 
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schools W?7 ftf? ?T?T! ?!?!$? C? fctf? TO CRTO t[^5T^ TO TO TO Gb\ fcpn 
^ ![ITO* ^c? Wfci aw, *TO 5 S ^ 'SR ft^F TO I ft^F PfcfffSI ft N ft*,* ^| 

Secondary co^ selected schools w^TOr^Tvbft^tTOi^!, ftR? to? TO TO ^ 

>Obr N fct?n I Governments? distributions?! W?7 f%f? c? ?*ot OT 1 TO?*? ^ fctf? to? ^ 
*1* ^ TO TO *IG\ TOl l TOW CTO f? ttto St Rtf* | Reformatory 

schools CTO TO?? ?j?TO ?t$ i towi wtf? ?& ctoTOto? to^ ?$ ?fci? to 

5? I ftf? S?W?7 ?fl?? ?t$ I Wtf??l S? C56? C?l6? TO *j?R 

TO ft R I CTO^n =?m ?£ TO CTO I To? tiffins? w?T CTO TO^l TO 
^ i cwwsre ?fft ?fw 3 fcftsn?i i toi? ??? 60s? $?? i cwi? tok? fTO ?ffi 
frwfroi— ’ *mfk?? ws TO? to 80 s? ?r T 5 R? fTO ?tf? fr?;? ^ 

tTs»w f ?•?!?? to cwr? c? ?t? c^p wfi? ? Tog to? ??i ???t? ft? to ?r ?^ 

^tf? ?w? ?n to? ?fw?tft? cro to ?t$--cto cro ?tiwfc ft\ 5 tt? fc?t ^ ^ mf??i i 

?t?t?? CTO ?tC«ft TO C?t TO TO I TO I? ?I?I^? Sl?l sTO TOR\sfft? ?frwi? I 

(TO TOI^ (?ft ?^?l ?TO I TO? TO? TO? TO ?trwft ?ft \a?? *tf??tr?? CTOTO ftTOl 
?1? TO?? ft ^vsH, ft tP^tSR — vsft GI? TO*n cTOt 5 ?T? 5 ?1 ?f? | fti TO t C^r? 

?tCW^ fcffa TO ?fTO CTO? CTOl?? TOf CTO TOP*T TO? ?1 I C?lTOftl?fr ?6 ?® TO ?1 
?HTO ?1 TO? TO? ?® ?5 I. C. S. TO?, TO?? ?IW ??W" TO? I CTO? RTO-^felSt? tR 
??C\5 TO, ??E TOtr?? ?TO ^ fwTO ?R? ?!, TO ?tRr?? ws ?\s? cTO ?t?i ?IU? s$ Council 
S TOlf?, C?^ TOtUf? SU5 ?^5 'Sf^t??! 61 ??fl I *8 \5tf?C? S\s ?6 ?® ???t?l ?^ 

TO5 TO fTO TOf ?CW ?ft ?TO? ?g^ TOS ?TOR I TO?1 CTO ?t?t? C??f? ?1 , TOtR? C?tC?? 

?CW S??N3 ??T?*t ??U5 ?t??t? ?1, TO? Wt?tUS TOR? ?l, ?tC?? W?T ft ?TO TOC^ I €t?l 

C? TOf ft ?C? V5l C*ft??t? G TOt^t ?1 I <5ft??l \TO? tfftftf? Rc?? ?:? ?*pfi IR } xqvfo 

TOT ?f?iR? — 'TO? ??l ^??t? C?t? ??TO ?t£ I S^ ?T?^f$ l 5"’? TORotf^ ?C?t?f% I ?tR? TO 5? 

^'?ft? TOS? TO revolution ??U5 R?, TO ?tCW^ b3?t? C?RCv 5 G ^\ 5 ? f?t|T?? 

??R I CTOf? C?tC?? ?fC^ '$??, 'TOr? ft ^TTO-'^feTO, TOl ft TO, \5tC?? ?tCW ?t?, TO?? 
?tcw^ b5?t ??c?? i c??? Writer’s Buildings? (Tn^TOtur? ??i ^?c? ?tcwfc "esft ??r?? ?i i 
TO'3 TO? ??1 ?5Rt? % ??? ?t^ I ^lTt?T ?TO v!?[ 6-f TO ?ti^dr? ?TOtFTl TOC ^T, 

Rft TO ft ??C?1 I TO? ??C6 TO--TOtR? ?H?I C??, S?t? ?I i?’? v51 — ?v£? 

Ml? to, TO cto ?i fro s?tc?t TO?, ^r?’c? s??to ?trw^ ^ft ???t? cs£i to??, 

?tT3 C=itC?? ?tcwfr b^rft 5? I 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 


(After adjournment.) 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANDOPADHYAYl Mr. Speaker, Sir,'?? , ?fF? 
?TOf? ?*rcTO^ TOpi ?f^f% 53?i ?c?g c? ?tcwi> TOtur? ?tc^ fro sc?cw?, ?f^c? c?up c??r? 'TO 
?C?t?? I ft^ s^ ?C?fpr?t ?«n TO?1 ^C?/g ^TOI, TO^B ^?f| s?^ st Bureaucratic 
Government ?TO? RTO, ^TO?t ^Wc?? ^?U 5 TO I R? ^tc?? ^!w fa m 

^5tG TOf?l Wt?U3 ?tf? I S$ ijf^l? TO?t^ ???T? S? I ^fTO? CTO ^f?n ?f?1 C? ???? 

?tw ?? &V5 tfWl ?5?? ?? ?? S? I C? TOfR?t ?m csitTO? c?r*f? CRro? ??1 TO^ \5tt?? 
'?? 5 S'l ft ? 5J586 TO4 C?f5fUS ^toCT? C? ?fC?l ^t?l ?1*R? ^?? C?^ ^tC?l 5t?l S?? ^t?G 

^lljjvs^ok? R?fC?? Wt?t? T?C?^ ^80 RC?? CTO^^TOt^? ?W?°t? 'R?fR? TOi TO I 

TO ^ !R TO 'srtTO? C5*l ^C? S$ ft ^C? f??t?? ???Cv5 ?tft I <7$ CF^l ft TO <=IT Vt] 
5TO? fro ^?? ^5ft ?TOT? C??1 I ?t??l Wtf? RtROT ??! ft ? RC?? ^ft?ft? 

^5? C?C%? ?? ?f5? TOf|c?? C? ?f?5fC=T? ???G ?tTO TO ?1 S?* ??C?? ?t?CW ?TC?? >8 

Re?? cTO ?^H?i^t? ft? fro wt?t? ^c?ft?--tT5? TOri? tot??t r?i^ i to?? cwi c??-** 
CO •f’F c?t? ?t*?i cTO? ?t$f?tri>, wi??fi?? ^?c?, ??i® 'sftr? ^i?f jt?i ?c? c?? i Mr. Speaker^ 
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Sir, *rmi * TOt* tocTOto jam TO toto to toi to fro* totos 

toi to c ^-- -toi i 4$ ct *mi TOft <toto *TO—f% to ^mi 4 $ 'ronr 

^TO^ TOTO *ltft TO W'TJ fFSl TO §fro I TO3 department TO Tf%**F ftroro TOT^ 
Government 4^<t> OTt^, CTOf TO §*tTO tots TO, C^TfTO w TO vgfro i <s\$ 
TOc# CTOs tr^fafro^ *Ktrot TO^ to' <spU»rfw totoft ce&i to §fro 1 <tt^ 

^TOt f% TO TO *TO ? V5\ TO *TO~GI *ito TOTO deficit, areas TOT U\ (7TTOT 

f^TOS TOb^ f% ^ (71 CTO procurement froffi c?^JTO cTO^i TOtt^ro qtTi gfsfofif ^tTO OT 
^t^TTO TOR CTO TOTO TOTO TO^, cTO TO ^t?7TO TOc^ I India Govern- 
ments 4TOR TO TOretff TOt^T— -TOl CTt TO, (7TTOT *n *fTO TO-^1 TOOT TO I 

vTO C^C^t CTO* ?ff%ftfa£«ra TO TO< tTOfo m STO I CK*tt (?TTOT ST 
CTfcl TO5 *rtj*f% t^FTO CTO TOT — TO TOTI *rf? ^tTO 5 * TO TO TO 4$ ^Tf% TO TO 
*ITOl TO TO WTO C^gl ^ ^T1 S TO’C^T 4TO SS&80 TOS CFCTO TO '3 TOTOo??1%’ ! t 
TOT TO TOl ^ I 

Mr. AULA'D HOSSAIN KHAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 congratulate the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister for presenting* a sound and stable budget in the 
existing circumstances. Tlie time at my disposal is very short; so I won’t 
repeat any point which has been mentioned by other members. 

Bengal, as we all know, is a hopelessly deficit Province. The produc- 
tion of essential commodities such as rice, sugar, dal, mustard oil are much 
below the ordinary requirements of the people inhabiting in this Province. 
Proper provision should, therefore, have been made in the budget for the 
expansion of agriculture. This can be done by bringing in waste and all 
arable lands under cultivation. By providing for good seeds and manures 
and also by introducing improved and modern implements of agriculture, 
fertility of the soil and outturn of crops may be increased. Attention should 
have been bestowed on this direction and provided accordingly. Food is the 
only dominating factor at the present moment and any improvement in the 
increased production of food would have been treated as a blessing and 
moreover we need neither maintain such a huge army of officers in the Civil 
Supplies Department nor do we need hear complaints of dishonesty and 
corruption of these officers and at the same time a large sum of money may 
be saved which is spent for maintenance of these officers if we may be self- 
supporting in our own Province. The control has become a source of trouble 
to all people specially of the rural areas where there is no systematic ration- 
ing or regular supply and there are many cases of maldistribution. It would 
be very difficult to eradicate this evil of maldistribution bribery and corrup- 
tion unless and until all parties and communities irrespective of caste and 
creed combine and make it a common cause to stop these evils altogether. 

In the Civil Supply Department in Calcutta some top key positions are 
held by non-Bengali Hindus who have no sympathy for the Bengalis and 
specially for the people of rural areas. Sir, you will be astonished to hear 
that one of the officers has issued a circular to the effect that A class people 
(i.c., labourers, cultivators and other poor people) will not get a grain of 
mgar not even on ceremonial occasions or for any festival, and gur which 
has been imported from U. P. and Bihar has been reserved for Howrah and 
Calcutta. This shows how these officers are callous and indifferent towards 
village people and differential treatments are always being accorded towards 
the people of rural areas. 

A huge quantity of sugar are given for manufacturing sugarcandy of 
ivhieh there is no control of distribution and nobody knows where it goes 
md how it is disposed of and large quantities are allowed for different melas 
vhereas poor village people are deprived of sugar even on ceremonial 
occasions. 

3 
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No attempt is being made to increase production of sugar in our province 
and as a member of the Sugar Board I can assert that it will not be possible 
to increase its production unless the sugar industry is nationalised. 

The next thing which I like to deal with is about primary education. 
In rural areas it has reached such a stage that primary education is going to be 
banished from the rural areas. In many cases there is no existence of 
houses for schools and where there are some there are no walls, no fencing, 
no furniture and teachers have become scarce and they have found employ- 
ment in other services on account of small pay which are hardly sufficient 
to make both ends meet and the Government should take immediate steps 
to improve their lot and increase its number. 

A very large sum of money has been provided for construction of roads 
under post-war reconstruction scheme, but no provision seems to have been 
made for construction of Dacca-Aricha ltoad which is a very important 
project. This Dacca-Aricha road problem has been agitating public mind 
for over a decade and the cry of the people to have this road has so far gone 
into wilderness. Dacca is only 54 miles from Goalundo, but it takes about 
8 hours to reach Dacca, but if this road be constructed it will take not more 
than 2 or 3 hours. Hopes are always held out to construct this road, but 
owing to machination of vested interests mainly of I.G.S.N. and B.S.N. Co. 
this project we presume is not being taken up. The time has come when 
the Government should take courage in both hands and proceed with the 
construction of the proposed national highway, Dacca-Aricha road. 

Mr. SATISH CHANDRA BOSE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the budget estimates 
do not look like a poor man’s budget framed for a poor and poverty-stricken 
Province. It bears analogy to the case of a householder who, while unable 
to feed his wife and children, employs liveried servants and footmen. It is 
a pompous budget framed for a perishing people. The only merit of the 
budget is its clarity. The Hon’ble Minister has been highly eulogised for 
presenting this wonderful budget. I do not want to add to the eulogies 
of the Hon’ble the Finance Minister made on the floor of the House. He 
must have blushed when he heard those eulogies and I do not want to call 
up the blushes again in his still youthful cheeks. One Hon’ble Member 
described him as “talented but an infant” ( ). There is a precedent 

in favour of that Hon’ble Minister. I am speaking of William Pitt, and 
of him the people said, when he became Premier of England, “Now we have 
a kingdom entrusted to a school boy’s care”. 

I find in this budget we are facing a deficit of 10J crores. We expected 
that there would be a scaling down of the higher levels of salary and the 
savings effected would go towards increasing the pay of the poorly paid 
officers. About the loss of a crore and a half on the boat construction pro- 
gramme, I ask this question — Who were the lucky contractors who were 
paid the money but did not deliver the boats? — Who was the officer under 
whose official dispensation contracts were distiibuted? — Whose specifications 
were placed before the contractors? — Did they work according to the speci- 
fications, if any? — Why were they paid if the boats constructed were not 
fit for the use for which they were constructed? — Why were not suits filed 
against them for recovery of the money taken by them? I ask the wizards 
of Finance in the language of Shakespeare — “Stay winged creatures, tell 
me more!” 

Now about the General Administration and Police. I find extra expendi- 
ture amounting to half a crore incurred in the shape of purchase of four 
hundred jeep cars and a number of speedy light planes under the head 
“General Administration” and mechanised transport for the Police. Sir, 
this is persecution on scientific lines, swift and speedy persecution of the 
freedom-loving people. Here we find the return of the days of John 
Company with this difference that we have now tryannv systematised and 
plunder made scientific. All these items of expenditure should be scrapped 
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As regards the procurement scheme I have some concrete suggestions to 
make. The machinery for procurement has not been working* satisfactorily. 
Procurement should be done by Government alone. Instead of that, 
Government have defended tor the procurement machinery on three private 
agencies to the exclusion of a large number of experienced rice merchants 
in the Province. Government should subsidize the purchase of rice direct 
from the cultivator and sell the same to consumers at a comparatively cheap 
price. Instead of that Government have adopted the policy of appointing 
three procurement agents. The result has been widespread black-marketing ; 
there has been plenty of stocks but nothing to eat. I think the only sensible 
course on the part of^the Government is to fix the maximum price of rice 
and entrust the work of procurement to as many bona fide rice merchants 
as possible. You should appoint one merchant in each subdivision to work 
under the general supervision of certain officers. Or after fixing the maxi- 
mum price of rice and textiles, Government should allow trade in rice and 
textiles to run through the normal trade channels. Eliminate middlemen 
and see that the tiller of the soil and the weaver of the cloth get the full 
benefit of the procurement scheme. 

I wish to say a few words on Emergency charges — Famine Relief and 
Extraordinary Charges. Sir, the hierarchy of officials in the Food Depart- 
ment impresses no one. It does not solve the problem of food, but it only 
increases the cost. With regard to Extraordinary charges there is a loss of 
two crores on the sale of subsidized foodstuffs to the public. This is an 
eloquent indictment of the Government’s bungling and inefficiency.. 
Doubtless a great deal of the loss is ascribed to the huge waste of foodgrains 
due to lack of storage facilities and damage caused by rodents. Were they 
human rodents? We want to know who were responsible for that. Did 
anybody weigh the stocks of rice which were supposed to have deteriorated? 
Or, did the stock disappear into the blackmarket or sold again at such a high 
price as Rs. 12 per maund? (At this stage the blue light was on.) Sir, 
there are many other topics on which I want to speak but, I am afraid, my 
time is up. (The member then resumed his seat.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: You can speak for one or two minutes more. Your 
time is not yet up ; the blue light is only a warning. 

Mr. SATISH CHANDRA BASU: But as I would not be able to develop 
and conclude my points by that time, I would rather sit down. 

Mr. JADABENDRA NATH PANJA : shu 5E? law and orders? 

?? — 5t? progress's f?C? ; I Progress ??c^i 5t?, health, 

wealth and education. * ?t??t? Finance Ministers health, wealth and 

educations ^ i ?*rf^ Hi l 4$ TO£ Ufsttd st? r I 'TOfo? sT‘TTOt?‘t TOs 

. health, wealth s® education *tt? (TlfTO *HU ?tTOJ ST? I Healths Bre? cTOf 
s ?^?t? wWHIip arTO i i fro 

JTTtreffRn ?tH5 ?? *ttT? (TffTO fTO? CTO CS&l Utt I C? — cTOt? 

8 1 ft TOTJ W 3 ? ?1 ?!TtTO??l | ^tTI C^FotC? U?? 

*qf^tOT ?tot^ s“ cfc^t s* to to flit fro TO ^>t$t?t? ?j?n 

(?T$ ?f? TOFP VttTO ? r TO *TO? 'otTOT TOTOsi ^3 TO fTO$R? ?JTO 

^ttroru i 

Wealths TO ?TO CTO agrculturistcs standard of living ?f? Ui ?f? 
wealth ?tTO ?1 — CTO? TO? Ul l 4$ Wealths 'TO? 

^ ^ canal-irrigations? ?i? 5 3l i ?k*n CTO TO? ?i 5? *[Wi? 

^R7t?T CTO? fSt? UTOC? TO 1 WNtt? TOTS TO <=Tt? $CB*f TO? TO ?t$ I 

<4TOar ?TOt? sfefoTO ftfW5 irrigation system ?t?t$ TOOT C?*ft wft m TO *8? 

5 - 5 ^- 518^5 effort TO *ra? S I Sfcl ^ project TOtfS ^57tf% — c^r 
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4*ftR tosfri? cTO *to I to ^5 experts plan ftor wr faf 
. s’sr l ^ TOft*r 'oTt^ffa <srt ^'luwcfr C^P T to ^ 5i ^i Irrigation and 

canal system vst^r ^Ti snr *tf*R to ?n cto to to^rts 3tro ?n i 

CTO cTO to *tf*RTO irrigations m to ri toc$ i tor 

to *tf*R TOR TOT Cto“t to <R1 TOR TO ^TO, ^R ^5TO ^[Wfl TO fto ; 

store toro 31 r i ^store ^ to to *n i to toTO fsfero 

tot ^ torofr TOfn to^i ?nr ct ^ to ^ TO *tftoH to \st? tot 
ot~' sfror ctoi *TO TOtre? tofts wi^ *ftt^ i to-- “ tor r ^>ts to *r 

rer*fl tos tor 

Mr. ABDUL MOMINi Mr. Speaker, Sir, I, for tlie first time, take m; 
stand to record my vote of thanks to the Finance Minister for placing th 
budget for the year 1946-47 and I thank the Ministers for not taking 
any substantial project or plan for ameliorating the condition of East Benga 
which, I believe, the East Bengal people greatly needed. I am speakin 
of the problem of evacuees of East Bengal in regard to which the Revenu 
Minister has sadly disappointed us. This is a problem, a burning problen 
of the day. Any man of common sense must feel what a colossal injustic 
the Government is doing over these poor, homesless, hearthless and defenct 
less people in the name of law, equity and justice. (Cries of “hear,” “hear 
from the Opposition benches.) 

Mr. Speaker, this is not a problem of a class, this is not a questio 
of privilege or of favour, this is a demand, a lawful demand, of so manj 
bearthless, homeless people. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I, as Secretary of the Tippera Evacuees, had * 
chance to see the horrible sight when millions of people evacuated the^j 
homes and properties. As the time allotted is very short, it is not possible 
for me to criticize the entire budget in toto. Therefore, I will devote myseli 
particularly to some subjects. Now, I am speaking about the evacuees 
.When the war was peeping in the eastern horizon of India, when there was 
none absolutely to stand iby the side of this Imperialist Government, these 
poor people of ours for the safety of the people and the country without any 
noise and grumbling made an unconditional surrender to the will of the 
authorities. They vacated not only their houses, not only their properties 
but they left their children in a scattered condition. Now r , these people of 
ours are passing like clouds on the waves of time and circumstance. They 
did so only because of the fact that the then Magistrate Khan Bahadur 
Kalimuddin Ahmed and Mr. Stracey assured them that in view of their 
sacrifices, they would be amply rewarded when the time and circumstance 
would come to their normal condition. But the fun is this, it is a bluff, $ 
regular bluff. Perhaps they did it just like a good boy, a faithful boy of thdi 
Government or to build up a glorious future for themselves. Owing to 
wholesale evacuation, the cries of children rented the sky and there was 
sobbing noise of men and women everywhere. I believe the Hon'ble Minister 
of Finance must take it into account and this is the demand that he must 
make some project to ameliorate the condition of these people. 

Sir, next I will speak something about agriculture. The project that has M 
been taken up by the TTon’ble Minister for Agriculture is, I believe, meanjy 
exclusively for West Bengal and I tell you there is no substantial plan front) f 
the Hon’ble Minister for the people of East Bengal. ^ 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed hie 
seat.) 

Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 6-11 p.m. till 9-30 a.m, on Friday > 
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